
TOWN OF VIENNA 

AN ORDINANCE 

TO RECODIFY THE GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE TOWN 

APPROVED 

WHEREAS , it is expedient to recodify the general ordinances of 

this Town, arra.nge them in appropriate Titles, Chapters, Article~, and 

Sections , and consolidate them into a Code: THEREFORE, 

BE IT ORDERED by the Town Council of Vienna, in the manner 

following, that is to s a y : 
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TITLE 1 

G_ENERAL PROVISIONS 

Contents and designation of Code, 
Effective date; exceptions from repeal. 

1-1 

Fines--collection and disposition of; confinement for failure to pay, 
Fiscal year. 
Form of budget . 
General penaltyj continuing violation, 
Right of entry for purposes of inspection. 
Town seal. 
Interference with elections; political activity. 

Contents and designation of Code. - - The ordinances embraced in this and 
the following Titles, Chapters, Articles, and Sections of this Act shall 
constitute and be designated and cited as the "Code of Vienna", hereinafter 
referred to as "the Code 11 or "this Code 11

, 

Effective date; exceptions from repeal. --All the provisions of this Code 
shall be in force on and after the _ day of , 19 , 
and all ordinances of a general and permanent nature in force prior the:retO 
and not contained in such Code are hereby repealed from and after the 
day of , 19 ; excepting, however, any ordinance, -o-r-d""e-r-,-
or resolution, or part thereof, appropriating money, levying or imposing 
taxes, providing for the salaries of Town officials and employees, providing 
fer the administration of the Town government not inconsistent with this Code, 
promising or guaranteeing the payment of money for the Town on account of 
any contract, authorizing the issuance of any bonds of the Town or the obliga
tions of such bonds or any other form of obligation or indebtedness of the Town, 
affecting any franchise ·oonferred on or right established_, accrus ed, or · 
accruing to any person -or corporation by act of the Town Council, affecting 
arty offense or act committed or penalty or forfeiture incurred before the day 
upon which such repeal takes place or proceeding pending on that day, or any 
ordinance passed after the day of , 19 ----
Fines--collection and dis osition of; confinement for failure to a . --.All fines 
and penalties imposed under any ordinance of the Towns all be for the use of 
the Town, Fines may be collected by execution returnable within thirty (30) 
days after the date of issue , The officer levying such execution shall sell the 
prop,erty upon which a levy has been made at auction, for cash, at some public 
point within the Town, after advertising the time and place of such sale for 
ten (10) days by posting notices thereof at three (3) conspicuous places within 
the Town. Whenever any person convicted of a violation of any ordinance of 
the Town shall fail to pay the fine imposed and all proper costs incident 
thereto, he may be committed to jail until such fine and costs are paid; 
provided that such person shall not be committed to jail for a period longer 
than one (1) year. 

Fiscal year. --The fiscal year of the Town of Vienna shall begin on the first 
day of July and end on the thirtieth day of June of each year. 

Form of Budget. --The form of budget for the Town shall be the standard 
mun1c1pal budget form recommended by the Auditor of Public Accounts of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia and the Virginia Leag_ue of Municipalities . 

General penalty; continuing violation. - - Whenever in this code, or in any 
ordinance or resolution of the Town, or rule or. regulation or order 
promulgated by any officer or agency of the Town under authority duly vested 
in him or it, any act is prohibited or is declared to be ~awful or a mis -
demeanor, or the doing of any act is required, or the fai~ure to do any act .is 
declared to be unlawful or a misdemeanor, and no spec.Hie penalt,Y is provided 
for the violation thereof, the violation of any such provision of this Code, or of 
such ordinance, resolution, rule, regulation, or order, sha.ll be punished by 
a fine of not exceeding five hundred ($500. 00) dollars or by imprisonm.ent in 
jail for a period of not exceeding twelve ( 12) months, or bf both such ~1ne and 
imprisonment . Each day any such violation shall continue shall constitute, 
except where otherwise provided, a separate offense. 
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1-7 Right of entry for pur:eoses of inspection. --Whenever any officer or 
employee of the Town is required or authorized by statute, the provisions 
of this Code, or any ordinance or resolution or rules and regulations or 
orders issued thereunder, in order to carry out his duties thereunder, to 
enter any premises or vehicle for the purpose of making an inspection 
thereof, or anything therein contained, such officer or employee shall have 
the right to enter any such prern.ises or vehicle at any reasonable time in 
pursuance of such duties. 

1-8 Town seal. --The official seal of the Town shall be a metallic disc one and 
one-hall (1 1/2) inches in diameter with a barred rim, and with such words 
and figures engraved thereon as will, when used, reproduce impressions to 
be described as follows: 

Within the barred rim at a distance of three-eighths (3/8) of an inch 
therefrom shall be a beaded circle, in the space between the rim and the 
beaded circle shall be the words "The Town of Vienna, Virginia" and at the 
bottom thereof shall be the numerals "1890". The numerals at either end 
shall be separated from the beginning and end of the words by a star at 
equidistance, Within the beaded circle shall be impressed Virtus, the genius 
of the Commonwealth, dressed as an Amazon, resting on a spear in her right 
hand, point downward, touching the earthj and holding in her left hand, a 
sheathed sword, or parazonium, pointing upwardj her head erect and face 
upturned; her left foot on the form of Tyranny represented by the prostrate 
body of a man, with his head to her left, his fallen crown nearby, a broken 
chain in his left hand, and a scourge in his right, Above the group and. within 
the border conforming therewith, shall be the word "Virginia", and in the 
space below, on a curved iine, shall be the motto, "Sic Semper Tyrannis "· 

1-9 Interference with elections; political activity. --It shall be unlawful for any 
person employed by the Town of Vienna, in any agency or department thereof, 
to use his official authority or influence for the purpose of interfering with an 
election or affecting the result thereof, No appointive officer or employee 
of the Town of Vienna or any agency or department theree>f, shall take any 
active part in political management or in political campaigns. All such 
persons shall retain the right to vote as they may choose and to express their 
personal opinions on all political subjects and candidates. However, they 
shall not expres:s their opinion on such political subjects or candidates as 
officials or employees of the Town of Vien.Ila . 
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TITLE Z 

ADMINISTRATION OF TOWN GOVERNMENT GENERALLY 

Town Government and Officers. Sections 2-1 to 2-9. 
Taxes (Other than Business License Taxes). Sections Z-10 to 2-12. 

Chapter 1 

Town Government and Officers 

Duties, powers, and functions of the Mayor. 
Duties, powers, and functions of the Town Council, 
Proceedings of the Council. 
Municipal Court; Justices of the Peace. 
Duties and functions of the Clerk. 
DuUes and functions of the Treasurer. 
Duties of the Sergeant , 
Duties and powers of police force. 
Subs1stence allowance for police officers. 

(Personnel, classification, compensatio_n, and retirement information 
is kept in the office of the Clerk, and may also be found in the minutes. ) 

Z-1 Duties, powers, and functions of the Mayor. --The special duties, powers, 
ana ?unctions of t1ie Mayor are set out ln the Town Charter, Appendix 1: 

Section 3. Election; term of office; effect of expiratio:q. 
of term of office or removal; right to veto selection made 
by Council to fill unexpired term. 

Section 4. Power to dismiss or suspend officers and 
employees . 

Section 5. Certificates of e1ection; power to determine 
election contests. 

Section 6. Duties as chief executive officer of Town; to 
vote only in case of tie; power to veto; investigative power; 
power to dismiss or suspend officers and employees; how 
vacancy filled; salary. 

Section 8. Special meetings; quorum. 

Section 9. Right to delegate certain powers and duties to 
Town Manager, 

Section 13. Duty.to sign evidences of indebtedness of Town, 

'I 

(For _powers of Mayor re inspection of fire hydrants, see Title 6, section 6-11.) 

2-Z Duties, powers, and functions . of the Town Council. --The special duties, 
powers, and ?unctions of the Council are set out in the Town Charter, 
Appendix 1: 

Section 3. Election; terms of office ; effect of expiration 
of term of office or removal of member; filling of vacancies; 
right to override Mayor's veto of selection made to fill 
unexpired term. 

Section 4. Right to appoint Town officers and employees i may 
prescribe execution of bonds by officers and employees; right 
to appoint same person to fill two (2) offices. 



Section 5. May a dopt regulations under which Mayor to 
JUdge election contests, 

Section 6, Power to reinstate dismissed or sus p ended officers 
and employees; how President pro tempore of Council chosen; 
how vacancy in office of Mayor filled; fixing salaries of Mayor, 
Council, and all appointed office rs and employees of Town, 

Section 8. Regular meetings; s p ecial meetings; quorum; powers 
granted by general laws of the State but not specifically recited 
in Charter not excluded, 

Section 9. Control and management of fiscal affairs; powers re 
real and p e rsonal property of Town and public utilities; right to 
delegate c e rtain powers and duties to Town Manager. 

Section 10 and 11. Authority to contract loans. 

Section 12 . Sinking fund. 

Section 15. Power to levy- and collect taxes. 

For powers of the Council re registration of traffic, etc. s ee section 8-25, 

Z-3 Proceedings of the Council. --

(a) The meetings of the Council, except as its own rules of 
procedure may otherwise provide (present rules contained 
in Appendix 3 ), shall be conducted according to Roberts' 
Rules of Order. 

(b) The Council .may fine its members for improper conduct and, 
with the concurrence of four (4) of its members, expel a 
member, 

(c) The Council shall have kept an accurate record of its 
proceedings, which record shall be fully indexed and open to 
inspection by anyone e ntitled to vote for members of the 
Council, 

2-4 Court; Justic es of the Peace. --The civil jurisdiction of the 
u c pa Court o t e Town o enna is as provided in Section 16. 1-77, 

Code of Virginia, 1950, as amende d : its criminal jurisdiction is as provided 
in Section 16. 1-124, Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended. (Charter, 
Section 7, Appendix 1.) Provision is also made in Section 7, Town Charter, 
for the appointment of not mort! than three (3) Justices of the Peace, whose 
duties and powers are set forth in such section. 

2-5 Duties and Functions of the Clerk, --The Clerk shall attend the meetings of 
the Council and shall keep a correct a nd c omplete record of the proceedings 
of the Council . He shall haye charge of the records of the Town, faithfully 
preserve the same, and p e rform such other services and functions as he may 
be directed by the Council to perform. 

Z-6 Duties and Functions of the Treasurer. --

(a) The Tre asurer shall receive all taxes and other money 
and revenues belonging to the Town, and deposit the same in such 
bank or banks as the council may direct, He shall k eep the 
bank books and check books so that they will accurately 
refl ect the state of his accounts, and each check shall be drawn 
payable to the order of the person for whose benefit it is drawn, 
and shall contain a notation on its face which will indicate the 
purpose for which it is drawn. All checks a11;d vouchers shall 
be carefully preser ved . 

(b) The Treasurer shall a lso so keep the books that all receipts and 
disbursements and the source and character of the same may 
appear, and that a true and accurate understanding of the 
financial affairs and conditions of the Town may be readily 
ascertained therefrom. All of the T reas urer 's books and 
records shall le open at any time to the inspection of the Mayor 
and any member of the Council, or such persons as the Council 
may direct. 



(c) An audit of the books of the Treasurer s hall be made on 
the first day of September of each year by s uch persons as 
the Council may designate for the purpose , assisted by the 
Treasurer, and a report of such audit shall be made to the 
Council at its next succeeding regular meeting. This report 
shall also indicate the amount of uncollected assets of the Town in 
the hands of the Treasurer for collection, 

(d) Before entering upon the duties of his office, the Treasurer 
shall execute a bond with surety approved by the Council in 
the penalty of not less than twenty thousand ($20, 000, 00) dollars 
conditioned upon the faithful performance of the duties of his 
office, for the proper collection of and accounting for all monies 
which shall come into his' hands or which it shall be his duty to 
collect, and for the payment of all monies by him, on proper 
or.der of the Council, to those entitled t o receive the same. 

Z-7 Duties . of the S e rgeant. --

(a) The Council shall from time to time prescribe the general and 
other duties to be performed by the Sergeant. The Sergeant 
shall perform the duties, receive the compensation, and perform 
such other functions as may be ordered by the Council. 

(b) The Sergeant shall have the powers and generally discharge the 
san1e duties as w ere formerly had and discharged by constables. 
The Sergeant shall have the power to arrest without warrant and 
carry before the proper authority to be dealt with as the law 
provides any and all persons who shall violate any ordinance of 
the Town in his pres ence, and it shall be his duty to swear out 
warrants for the arrest of any person who he may have reason 
to believe has comnrltted a violation of any ordinance of the Town. 

(c) The Se rgeant shall be required to give bond in the amount of 
five thousand- ($5, 000 , 00) dollars with surety approved by the 
Council, payable to the Town, for the faithful performance of 
his duties. 

Z-8 Duties and Powers of olice force. --The officers and privates constituting 
t e po ce force o t e own shal have the powers and duties of enforcing 
the Town ordinances, and all other powers and duties vested in them by the 
laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia. (See also Police Department Manual, 
Appendix 3. ) 

2-9 Subsistence allowance for police officers, --The sum of five ($5 . 00) dollars 
per day for each work day is designated as and shall constitute a statutory 
subsistence allowance for a ll polic e officers of the Police Department of the 
Town of Vienna, Virginia . The purpose of this section is to give to such 
police officers the exclusion from gross income in the Federal Income Tax 
Laws which is provided by Section 120 of the 1954 Internal Revenue Code 
(USCA Title 26, Section 120), 

Chapter 2 

Taxes (Other than Bus iness License Taxes) 

2-10 Taxes and Levies. --

(a) When taxes are due , All taxes and levies, except business 
license taxes, due the Town shall be payabl e annually at the 
office of the Town Treasurer on the. fifth day of December. On 
the first day of March next succeeding t he re shall be added to 
the unpaid taxes or l evies due from each tax payer a penalty 
of five (5%) perc ent of s uch tax or levy. On all taxes and levies 
assessed for the tax year 1960 and fo r each tax year thereafter, 
on the first day of July next succeeding six (6 %) perc ent interest 
p er annwn and costs 
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will be im.pos ed, with interest to be added at six (,6 %} 
percent per annum on the first day of Jul y of each succeeding 
year unt il taxes, penalties, and interest are paid. 

(b) Amount of levy . The Council shall cause to be made up and 
entered upon its journal annually, an estimate or budget of all 
sums which are or may become l awful charges against the Town 
and which should be paid within one (1) year, and it shall order 
a Town levy for such amounts as it may deem necessary to 
satisfy such charges. The levy so ordered shall be upon all 
real es tat e within the Town which is not exempt from taxation 
and on such other property as n1ay be subject to taxation, 

2-11 Lien for delinquent real estate T axes , --

(a) Real estate taxes. Real estate within the Town shall be subject 
to a lien in favor of the Town to secure the payment of taxes 
assessed against the same . 

(b) Collec tion of delinquent taxes and levies . The Town Treasurer, 
after using due diligenc e to collec t taxes and levies due the 
Town shall, before the first regular meeting of the Council in 
July of each year, prepare a list of the taxes and levies which 
h e has been unable to collect, which list the Treasurer shall 
certify by oath as follows : 11!, , . .. .. . . .. . , ..... , , Treasurer 
of the Town 6f Vienna, after having been duly· sworn, do certify 
that I have used due diligence to collect the foregoing taxes 
and l evies, and that I have been unable to collect them, 11 Said 
c ertificate shall be acknowledged before an officer qualified 
to administer oaths. 

2- lZ Certificates of unpaid taxes. - -

(a) The Treasurer of the Town of Vienna shall issue, to any 
applicant therefore, a Certificate setting forth the entire amount 
of unpaid taxes ass es s ed against any real estate within the 
Town, by or on behalf of the Town, up to and including the 
last day of the calendar month preceding the date of the said 
Certificate , 

(b) A separate Certificate shall be issued for each separa te piece 
of property as the same appears upon the current tax records 
of the T own of Vienna, and a fee of one ($1. 00) dollar shall 
be charged for each Certificate. 

(c) The facts as set forth in each Certifica te shall b e binding 
upon the Town of Vienna, and no taxes other than those reported 
as unpaid in the said Certificate shall thereafter constitute a 
lien upon the real estate referred to in the said Certificate. 

(d) The Certificates provided for herein shall be d esignate d 
"Certificat es of Unpaid T axes 11 and shall be s ubstantially in the 
following forrn 11 

I hereby certify that the records i n the office of the 
Clerk-Treasurer for the Town of Vienna , Virginia 
show that all town taxes due against the following 
property, known as Lot , Block....,,,.,---
Subdivision on the Town 
of Vienna Tax I-{ec ords and currently assessed in the 

name of are paid in 
full to ------------, with the 

exception of the following: -----------

Clerk-Treasurer , 
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TITLE 3 

BUILDING 

Adoption of Basic Building Code of Building Officials 
Conference of America, Inc,, 1955 Edition, except as 
hereinafter modified. 
Definitions . 
Fire Limits Established. 
Fees and Permits. 
Same; for new construction. 
Same; for additions, alternation, or repair. 
Same; for removal. 
Same; for demolition. 
Permit for erection of display sign or awning. 
Abandonment or dis continuance, e ffect. 
Amendments to Basic Building Code. 

~-1 

Ado tion of Basic Buildin Officials Conference of 
5 it on, exce t as hereinafter amen ed. - -There is hereby 

adopte by the Town o ienna for the purpose of establishing rules and 
regulations for the construction, alteration, removal, demolition, equipment, 
use and occupancy, location, and maintainance of buildings and structures , 
including permits and p enalties, that certain building code known as the Basic 
Building Code of the Building Officials Conference of America, Inc,, 1955 
Edition, referred to hereinafter as "said building code", save and except such 
portions as are hereinafter deleted, modified, or amended, of which not less 
than three '3) copies have been and are now filed in the office of the Town Clerk 
and inay be viewed there during the regular business hours established for the 
Town offices on their regular business days, and the same is hereby adopted 
and incorporated as fully· as if set out at length herein, and from the date on 
which this Title shall take effect, the provisions thereof shall b e controlling 
in the construction of all buildings and other subjects therein contained within 
the corporate limits of the Town of Vienna, 

Definitions. --Wherever the word "municipality" is us e d in said building code, 
it shall be held to mean the Town of Vienna. 

Wherever the term ''building official 11 is used in said building code, it 
shall be held to mean the Director of Inspections for the Town of Vienna or 
his agent, the Building Inspection Chief, 

The term "estimated cost" shall mean the reasonable value of all se.rvices, 
l abor, materials, and use of scaffolding or other appliances or devices 
entering into and necessary to the prosecution and completion of the work, 

The term "aggregate area 11 shall be held to include the gross areas of all 
floors plus the area of the basement (if any) plus the horizontally projected 
area of the roof. 

3-3 Fire Lim.its Established. --The fire limits of the Town of Vienna shall include 
Fire District No. l and Fire District No. 2 and are hereby established as 
follows on the basis of the man e ntitle d "Vienna Town Plan, Zoning Map", 
approved September 5, 1955. 

Fir e Dis trict No. 1 shall include a ll of the areas zoned as C-Z, general 
commercial districts. 
Fire District No. Z shall include all of the areas zoned as follows : 

C-1 Local Business Districts 
C-M Limited Industry 
M Industry 

3-4 Fees and Permits. --No permit as required by said building code shall be 
issued until the fee prescribed in this Title shall have been pa.id, nor 
shall an amendment to a p ermit be approved until the additional fee, if any, 
due to an increase in the estimated cost of the building or structure shall 
have been paid. All fees for permits shall be paid to the Treasurer of 
the Town of Vienna. 
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Same! for new construction. -- For a permit for t he construction of a 
new b uilding or structure , the fee shall be at t he rate of three-fourths 
(3/4\' ) cents p er square foot of aggregate area for type 1 construc tion 
and at the rate of one-half ( 1/2\') cent per square foot of a ggregate a r ea 
for types 2, 3, and 4 cons t ruction. 

Sam e; for alteration o r repair, --For a p ermit for the alterat ion o r repair 
of a building o r s truc ture the fee shall be as follows: 

$ 1. 0 0 for estimated cost of $100. 00 or less 
$2. 00 for e stimated cost of $ 101. 00 t o $300. 00 
$3 . 00 for es t imated cost of $30 1. 00 to $500, 00 

$ 10. 00 for estimated cost of $50 1. 00 to $ 1000, 00 or part thereof 
of estimated cost 

Note: Sections 3 - 4. 1 and 3-4. 2 were superseded by Council 
resolution of December 7 , 1959, t he pertinent pa rts of which are 
set out bel ow: 

"· the following charges for services performed by the Department 
of Public Works of the Town of Vienna a r e effective on and after 
8 D ecemb er, 1959: 

1 . Building permit fees: 

A . New Construc tion 

l. 
2. 

Commer cial: 
Residential: 

l. 5\' per s quare foot 
1 . O\' per s quare foot 

B. Additions, alter ations , and repairs to buildings (all): 

$ 100, 00 o r l ess $ 1. 00 
$ 101. 00 - 300 . 00 2. 00 
$30 1. 00 - 400, 00 3. 00 
$40 1. 00 - 500. 00 5. 00 
$50 1. 00 - 1, 000. 00 10. 00 
over this ill'lount - $10, 00 p er $1, 000. 0011 

Same; for removal. - -For a permit for ren,oval of a building o r s truc ture 
to a new location, t he fee s hall be at the same rate as herein es tablished 
for the alteration or repair of a building or s t ructure. 

Same; for d emolition. --For a permi t for t he demolition of a building o r 
structure t he fee shall b e in the form of a fifty ($50. 00) dollar bond 
satisfactory to the Director of Inspections, Such bond shall be fo r feited 
in the event all n'aterial and rubbi s h is not removed from the s ite within 
thirty (30) days of c ompletion of actual d emolition. 

Permit for erection of dis play s i gn or awning. - -For a permit for the 
erection of a d isplay s ign or awning, see Section 15- 15, Title 15 . 

Abandonment or discontinuance; effect. - -In case of abandonment or 
discontinuance , the cost of work performed und er a perm it may be 
estimat ed, a n adjustment of t h e fee mad e , and the portion of t he fee for 
uncompleted work returned to the permit holder , 

Amendments to Basic Building Code . --The said building code is hereby 
amended and changed in t he followi ng respect s : 

( 1) 
(2 ) 
(3) 
(4 ) 
(5) 

(6 ) 
(7) 
(8) 
(9) 

(1 0 ) 

(11) 
(12) 
(13) 
(14) 
( 15) 

Section 115. 1 is deleted. 
Sect ions 118. 0 through 118, 7 are d elet ed. 
Sections 11 9. 0 through 119. 3 a re d e l eted. 
Sect ion 120, l is amended to establish minimum bond at $25, 00 
Section 124, 2 i s amended to estabiish minimum fine a t $100 , 00 
a nd maximum fine at $300. 00 . 
Section 127. 3 i s amended to establish fee at $25. 00. 
Section 30 l. 1 is del eted. 
Section 301. 2 is d el eted. 
Section 304. 1 is c hanged to the following: 
" 304. 1 Frame Construction. Buildings not exceeding 2000 square 
feet in area may be erected of Type 4-A construc tion when not 
l ess t han six (6) feet from interior lot lines. Build ings n ot 
exceeding 1000 s quare feet in area may be e r ected of Type 4-B 
construction wh e n not l ess t han ten (1 0 ) feet from interior l ot 
lines . Roof cove rings s h all be of 1, 2, or 3 roofings. 11 

418. 0 s hould read: 
"The provisions of this section shall apply to all places of public 
assembly and all parts of buildings and structures classified 
in t he assembly use groups F- 1, F - 2, F-3, and F-4. Nothing 
herein contained s h all be deemed to nullify a ny p rovi sion s of 
Sections 22.- 152 to 22-156 of the Code of Virginia, as amended, 
pertaining to school con struction." 
Sections 1104, 0 through 1104, 2. a r e del eted. 
Section 1308. 2 1 i s amended to establis h depth a t three (3 ) feet . 
Seed.on 1308, 22 i s amended to establis h depth at three (3) feet. 
Section 1408. 1 is amen ded to establish b ond at $25. 00, 
Articl e 17 is deleted in its en tirety. 
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TITLE 4 

BUSINESS LICENSE TAXES 

Chapter 1. General Provisions Sections 4-1 to 4-24, 

Chapter Z, Special License Tax Provisions Sections 4- 25 to 4-36, 

Chapter 3. Classified Business and Occupational 
License Provisions 

4-1 
4-Z 
4-3 
4~4 

4-5 
4-6 
4-7 
4-8 
4-9 
4-10 
4-11 
4-lZ 
4-13 
4-14 
4-15 
4-16 
4-17 
4-18 
4 - 19 
4-ZO 
4-Zl 
4-ZZ 
4-23 
4-Z4 

4 - 1 

4-2 

Statement of Policy. 
Definitions. 
Subject to tax. 
License tax year. 

Chapter 1 

General Provisions 

Procedure for obtaining license. 

S ections 4-37 to 4-5Z. 

4-Z 

Dates for payment of lie ens e taxi penalties for delinquent lie ens e tax, 
Minimum lie ens e tax . 
Responsibility for maintenanc e of records. 
Involuntary failure to p ay lie ens e tax, 
Assessment of additional lic ense tax. 
Assessment in cases of fraudulent intent to evade license taxes; penalty. 
Refunds . 
Beginner's license. 
License tax proration, 
License a personal privilege , 
Transfer of license. 
Persons subject to two (2) or more licenses, 
Separate licenses for ' each place of business. 
Corporations and partnerships. 
License tax enforcement official. 
Penalty for viola tion of Title 4 . 
Display of license, 
License tax and zoning r egulations. 
Amendment procedurei when public hearings necessary. 

Statement of Policy. --It is the purpose and policy of the Town Council of the 
Town of Vienna m enacting this Title imposing Uc ens e taxes for the privilege 
of conducting business and engaging in certain profess ions, trades, and 
occupations in the Town, to equalize as far as practicable the burden of such 
license taxation among thos e hereby liable thereto, by adopting, for g eneral 
application, but subjec t to any restrictions or exceptions imposed by State or 
Federal law {or to any restrictions or exceptions as may be imposed 
specifically hereinafter), a sys tem of license taxes measured by classified 
gross receipts of the business , profession, trade, or occupation in respect to 
which the tax i s levied~ The license tax shall be for the support of the Town 
government and for the paynient of the debt of the Town. All ordinances in 
conflict with this Title are h ereb}I" repealed, 

Definitions. --As us ed in this Title and as applied to the business, profession, 
trade, or occupation subject to the license taxes hereinafter set forth and 
not specifically otherwise taxed, the following words and phrases shall have 
the following respective meanings , except where the context clearly indicates 
a different meaning or there is an express provision to the contrary: 

(1 ) "Person." The word "person" shali include individuals, firms, 
co-partnerships, corporations, companies, associations, or joint stock 
associationSJ and it shall include any trustee, receiver, assignee, or personal 
representative thereof carrying on or continuing a business, profession, 
trade, or occupation, but shall not include a trustee, receiver, or other 
representative duly appointed by a court to liquidate assets for immediate 
distribution, or a sergeant or sheriff, or any deputy, s elling under· authority 
of process or writ of a court of justice. 

(Z) "Gross Receipts." Subject to the conditions , exceptions, deductions, 
and exemptions set out below, the term "gross receipts" shall mean the 
gross receipts from any business, profession, trade, occupation, vocation, 
calling, or activity, including cash, credits, fees, commissions, brokerage 
charges, and rentals , and property of any kind, nature, or description, 
from either sales made or services rendered without any deduction therefrom 
on account of cost of the property sold, the cost of materials, labor, or 



/ 

4-3 

Sec . 4-2 (~ont. ) . 
services, rentals, royalties, taxes, interest, or discounts paid, or any 
expense whatsoever, and shall include in the case of merchants the amount 
of the sale price of supplies and goods furnished to or used by the licens,ee or 
his family or other person for which no charge is made or for which a 
charge less than the prevailing sale price is made. Provided, however, that 
the term. ''gross receipts" with respect to manufacturers and wholesale 
merchants manufacturing or dealing in articles upon which there is l evied 
a direct excise tax by the United States, shall not include such excise tax 
payments to the United States Government. 

The term "gross receipts" shall include the gross receipts from 
all sales made from a place of bus iness within the Town, both to persons 
within t he Town and to p ersons outside the Town. 

The cal c ulation of gross receipts for license tax purposes shall be 
on either a cash or accrual b asis; provided, however, that the basis used 
must coincide with the system of accounts used by the taxpayer and the 
method employed by the taxpayer for Federal and State income tax purposes. 

(3) "Gross Expenditures. " The term "gross expenditures" shall mean 
all expenditures incurred in connection with the acquisition or lease of real 
property, including cash, credits, fees, commissions, brokerage charges, 
and rentals, and a ll expenditures incurred in connection with the improve-
ment or d evelopment of such property by force account, including costs of 
all labor involved in such improvement or development, cost of materials 
and supplies, e quipment rental or axr equivalent charge therefore if equip -
ment is owned by the builder or developer; and any other expenditur es of 
whatever description incurred in connection with the improvement or 
development by force account of such property, The term "gross expenditures" 
shall not include amounts expended for interest or payment of principal of 
debt incurred in connection with said improvement or development work. 

(4) "Gross Purchases." The t ern'l " gross purchases" s hall be construed 
to include all goods, wares, and n'lerchandise received fo r r esal e at a 
definite place of business of every wholesale merchant, and shall not exclude 
any goods, wares, and merchandise conung within the · n'leaning of the word. 
All goods, wares, and merchandise manufactured by a whol esal e merchant 
and sold or offered for sale as merchandise shall be conside r ed as pur
chases within the meaning of this definition . 

(5) "Retail Merchant." The term "retail merchant" means every 
merchant who sells at retail only and not for resale. 

(6) 11 vVhol esale Merchant . " The term "wholes ale merchant'.' means every 
m e rchant who sells to other persons for resale only or who sells to 
institutional, con'lil'lercial, or industrial users. 

(7) "Professional Occupation." The term "profess ional occupation" is 
defined to mean every person whoa e occupation entails the rendering of a 
service which requires specialized education, training, or experience or 
for which the Comn'lonwealth of Virginia requires the meeting of standards 
by means of exan'lination, type of education or training, years of experience, 
etc. 

(8 ) "Contractor." The term "contractor" shall mean any person 
accepting or offering to accept orders or contracts for doing any work on or 
in any building or structure requiring the use of paint, stone, brick, cement, 
wood, morter, wallpaper, structural iron or steel, sheet iron, galvanized 
iron, metallic piping, tin, lead or other metal, or any other building 
material; or accepting or offering to accept orders or contracts to do.any 
electrical work on or in any building or structure; or accepting or offering 
to accept orders or contracts to do any p~v~ng or curbing on sidewal~s or 
streets, public or private property, requiring the use of asphalt, bric k , 
stone, cement, wood, or any con'lposition; or accepting or offering to accept . 
orders or contracts to excavate earth, rock, or materials for foundations 
or any other purpose; or accepting or offering to accept orders or contracts 
to construct any sewer of stone, brick, concrete, terracotta, or other 
material; or accepting or offering to acce-?t orders o~ contracts 
to care for plots in cen'leteries; or accepting or offering to ac?ep t orders or 
contracts for building, r en'lo<leling, re-?airing, w_re?king, razing, o.r 
demolishing any structure , or fo r moving any bu1ld1ng, or for drilling, bor.ing, 
or digging a well, or for the installation, maintenance, or repair of neon signs, 
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air conditioning apparatus, or equipment; or accepting or offering to accept 
orders or contracts for funtlgating or disinfecting to prevent the spread of 
disease, or for the eradication or extermination of rats, ntlce, terntltes, 
verntln, or insects or bugs of any kind, whether such work is done or 
offered to be done by day labor, general contract, or subcontract. 

The term "contractor " shall not include persons employed directly 
on a salary or wage basis by a contractor duly licensed as such under the 
terms of this Title. 

(9) "Builder or Developer . " The term "builder or developer" shall 
mean any person conducting or engaging in any of the activities enumerated 
below by force account on land or property owned, leased, or otherwise 
controlled by said person, for the purpose of eventual sale l work on or in 
any building structure requiring th e use of paint, stone, brick, cement, 
wood, mortar, wallpaper, structural iron or steel, sheet iron, galvanized 
iron, metallic piping, tin, lead, or other metal, or any other building 
material; any electrical work on or in any building or structure; paving or 
curbing on sidewalks or streets, public or private property, requiring the 
us e of asphalt, brick, stone, cement, wood, or any other composition; 
excavating earth, rock, or materials for foundations or any other purpose; 
or of constructing any sewer of stone, brick, terracotta , or other material; 
building, remodeling, repairing, wrecking , razing, or demolishing any 
structure; moving any building; drilling, boring, or digging a well; and 
surveying a nd/or subdividing any tracts of land, 

(10) "Business Service." The term "business service" is defined to 
mean any person rendering a service for compensation to any business, trade, 
or occupat1on licensed under this Title or to any governmental agency unless 
such service is specifically provided for under another. section of this Title, 

(11) "Personal Service." The term "personal service" is defined to 
mean any person rendering a service for compensation to private individuals 
unless such service is specifically provided for under another section of 
this Title. 

(12) "Repair Service. " The term "repair service " is defined to mean 
any person repairing , renovating, or servicing some articl e or item of 
personal property unless s uch service is specifically provided for under 
another section of this Title . 

(13) "Amusement." The term "amusement" is defined to mean any person 
providing any type of entertainment or show for which compensation is 
received and which is not specifically provided for or exempted under another 
section of this Title , 

( 14) "Manufacturer. 11 The term "manufacturer" is defined to mean any 
person producing or processing goods for sale to retail or wholesale merchants. 1 

. 4-3 Subject to Tax. --Each and a ll of the taxes hereinafter imposed are in all cases 
Imposed upon the privilege of doing business or engaging in a profession, trade, 
or occupation in the Town of Vienna, including all phases of the business, 
profession, trade, or occupation conducted in the Town of Vienna. It is the : 
declared intent of the Town of Vienna to avoid either discrintlnatory or 
protective license taxation as it affects any businesses, professions, trades, or 
occupations, regardless of location or type of transaction. As to businesses, 
professions, trades, or occupations for which a license is required under the 
provisions of Chapter 3 of this 'I'.itle which are _carried_on or condu~ted o:itly in 

- -part·-~ithl~- th~ To.;~ of Vienna by persons having no regularly established 
place of business therein, it is the policy of the Town to subject such' persons 
to the same provisions, conditions, and rates that persons having a regularly 
established place of business within the Town are subject to; and in such cases 
where only part of the business, profession, trade, or occupation is so conducted 
or carried on within the Town by said p ersons having no regularly established 
place of business therein, the tax liability shall be measured by only that 
portion of the business, profession, t rade, or occupation conducted or carried 
on within the Town of Vienna. 
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As to b us ines ses, professions, trades, or occupations for which a 
gross receipts license tax is levied on p ersons having a regularly established 
place of business in the Town of Vienna, it is the policy of the Town to require 
that all gross r ec e ipts derived from the business, profession, trade, or 
occupation shall be included in their licensing basis, provided, that in cases 
where their business, profession, trade, o r occupation requires the performance 
of certain activ itie s without the Town of Vienna, and they become subject to and 
pay a licensing tax to a for eign taxing jur isdiction bas ed on gross receipts 
derived from activ ities conducted w ithin a foreign taxing jurisdiction, t hey shall 
be permitted to d educt such gross r ec eipts taxed b y the foreign taxing 
jurisdiction in arriving at their licensing basis. In all cases, such deductions 
must first be include d in their total reported gross receipts. 

License T ax Year. --For the year beginning January 1, 1961, and ending 
Dece mber 31, 1961, and also for each and every yea r thereafter beginning 
January 1 and ending Decembe r 31, unt il otherwise changed, there are h e reby 
levied and there shall be collected the annual license taxes h ereinafter set forth 
in this Title except as otherwise specifically provided in this Title on p e rsons, 
firms, corpora tions , compani es, and as socia tions, conducting or enga ged in 
any business, trade, or occupation in the Town of Vienna he rein after set forth 
in this Titl e , which said license taxes shall be for th e support of the Town 
government and for the payment of the d ebt of the Town. 

Procedure for Obtainin Lic ens e . --Every person liable for the payment of a 
1cense tax un er the prov1s 1ons of this Title shall make application therefore at 

the Office of the Town Treasurer . 

Upon receipt of such a pplication, the Town Treasurer shall furnish 
license applications forms in triplicate, which forms shall provide spaces for 
the correct name or trade name, if any, of the applicant; the corre ct r e sidence 
of the applicant; the natur e of the business , profession, trade, or occupation 
for which request of s uch license is being made; the plae e where such business, 
profes s ion, trade, or occupation i s to be pursued; and s uch other information 
as may be required by the Town Treasurer, For all licenses based upon gross 
receipts the Town Treas urer shall r equire a sworn statement from the applicant 
of the amount of such gross receipts of such business, p rofession, t rade, or 
occupation, except as in the case of a beginner as hereinafter defined. The Town 
Treasurer shall assess s uc h applicant, or other person of w hom a lic ense is 
required, with the license tax as required by this Titl e and shall retain tw o (2) 
copies of the completed license application form, furnis hing the applicant 
with the original copy of said fo rm. Upon the payment of the r equired license 
tax to the Town Treasurer , the Town Treasurer shall note the receipt of said 
payment upon each of the three (3) copies of the license application form, retain 
two (2) copies of the form and furnish the original copy to the applicant . The 
Town Treasur e r shall is s u e th e license on the original copy of the application . 
form . 

The T own Treasurer shall furnish the licensee with s uch tag , button, 
or sign a s may b e appropriate fo r display as evidence that a license has been 
issued, 

4-6 Dates for pay m ent of Licen se Tax; penalties for n on-payment . - -All lic ense 
taxe s imposed by t his Title, except as herein otherwise provided, shall come 
due and payable on or before the last day of February of each year . 

In all cases w h ere the p erson shall b egin the business, profession, trade, 
o r occupation upon which a licens e tax is imposed under the provis ions of this 
Title at any time during the current license tax year, such licen se tax shall 
beco m e due and payable at the time w h en such person s hall commence business. 

A p enalty of ten (10 %) p ercent shall be ad,ded t o all licens e taxes imposed 
under the terms of t his Titl e which are d elinquent and unpaid on the due dates 
thereof, 

4-7 Minimum License Tax. --No license i ssu ed unde r the provisions of this Title 
shall be l ess than ten {$10. 00) dollars, provided, however, should the minimwn 
license tax here in prescribed be greater than the maximum license tax allowable 
under State l aw for a par ticular occupation, trade, profess ion, or busine ss, the 
State maximum tax s hall prevail for that particular occupation, trade, profession, 
or business. 
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4-8 .Res for Maintenance of Records. --Every person liable under this 
Title or a license tax base on gross receipts or gross expenditures shall 
keep all records and accounts necessary to compute and to verify such gross 
receipts or gross expenditures, and the report of said gross receipts or gross 
expenditures shall be taken from such records. .All such r e cords and general 
books of account shall be open to inspection and examination by any authorized 
representative of the Town of Vienna, and shall be maintained for a period ·of 
three (3) years. 

Each licensee whose license tax is measured by gross receipts or 
gross expenditures shall submit to the Town Treasure r not later than the last 
day of February of each year a report of his gross receipts or gross 
expenditures for the preceding year. 

In those cases in which the conduct of the business, profession, trade, 
or occupation involves operations subject to more than one (1) rate (or computed 
on more than one. (1) base, as hereinafter set forth), the licensee is hereby 
required to maintain separate accounts for each such operation and shall be 
separately licensed for said operation; provided, however, that the licensee 
may elect to maintain a single account for all operations taxed on gross receipts 
or gross expenditures, in which case the entire business taxed on gross receipts 
or gross expenditures shall b e computed at the highest rate applicable to any 
part of the business taxed on gross r eceipts or gross expenditures. 

If any licensee shall fail to maintain the r ecords requir ed in this 
section, regularly supported by customary vouchers, the Town Treasurer is 
hereby authorized and directed to estimate the taxpayer's gross receipts or: 
gross expenditures on the basis of the best evidence he can obtairt, and the 
Town Treasurer shall make an assessment on the basis of such determination. 

4-9 Involuntary Failure to Pay License Tax. --If the Town Treasure r ascertains that 
any person has not been assess ed with a license tax levied in this Title for any 
tax year of the three (3) license tax years last past, or for the current license 
tax year, and the absenc~ of such assessment is not due t .o the fraudulent intent 
to evade the taxes on the part of said person, it shall be the duty of the Town 
Treasurer to assess the same with the proper license tax for the year or years 
omitted, adding thereto interest on the tax at the rate of ten (10%) percent per 
annum computed from the first day of the license ~ax year to the date of 
assessment; if the assessment is not paid into the Town Treasury on the date of 
assessment, interest at the rate of ten (10%) percent per annum shall accTue 
thereon from the date of assessment to the date of payment . 

4-10 .Assessment of .Additional License Tax. --Whenever the Town Treasurer shall 
ascertain that any person s hall be assessed with any additional license tax or 
taxes pursuant to the provisions of this Title, it shall be his duty to assess such 
person in writing with such additional license tax or taxe s as may be r e ported to 
him to be due. 
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If such additional assessment shall be paid within thirty (30) days from 
the date of such additional assessment, no penalty shall accrue. If such 
additional assessment shall not be paid within thirty (30) days from the date of 
such additional assessment, interes t at the rate of ten (10%) percent per annum 
shall accrue thereon from the date of said additional assessment until the time 
of payment. 

·.Assessment in cases of fraudulen·t intent to evade license taxes ; enalty. --It shall 
et e respons1 i yo eac us1ness, pro ess1on, occupa ion, or ra e required 

by the provisions of this Title t o purchase a license for the privilege of doing 

business within the limits of this Town to purchase said lic ense. Failure of such 
business, profession, occupation, or trade to purchase the required license may 
be taken as prima facie evidence of an intent to ·evade the payment of such license 
taxes. 

If the T own Treasure r shall ascertain that any person has fraudulently, 
or with intent to evade the payment of the proper lic ense taxes, failed or refused 
to obtain the proper license as r e quired by the provisions of this Title for any one 
(1) or more of the three (3) license tax years last pas t, or for the current 
license tax year, and the liability therefore is ascertained, such omitted or 
additional license tax or taxes and interest computed at the rate of ten (10%) 
percent per annum from the date on which such licens e tax first became due 
s hall b e asses sed for each and every year of the three (3) license tax years past 
and for the current license tax year, for which he is a ssessabl e , together with art 
additional penalty of fifty (50%) percent of such unpaid lic ense tax or taxes. 
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4-12 Refunds. --The Town Treasurer is empowered to c e rtify, after an audit of the 
tax account of the taxpayer, any refund that may be payable to any person due 
such an amount either because of an overassessment of license taxes against 
the individual, or because such person overestimated anticipated gross receipts 
or gross expenditures, or because such person, prior to the end of the 
expiration of the license tax year, has ceased to engage in the business for which 
the license tax was paid. Upon such certification, the Town Treasurer shall 

. make the require d refund. 

Refunds allowable under this Section shall b e calculated according to 
the following formulae: 

(a) Whe re the refund is allowable because of an overassessment of 
license taxes - Overassessment minus correct assessment shall equal the 
amount to be refunded, 

{b} Where a refund is allowable because of an overestimation of 
anticipated gross receipts or gross expenditures - Recompute taxes payable on 
the basis of actual gross rec eipts or actual gross expenditures. The resulting 
amount shall be subtracted from the original assessed amount; the resulting 
difference shall equal the amount to be refunded. 

{c) Where the person ceases to engage in business prior to the end of 
the Jicens e tax year - Divide assessed amount of lic ense tax by twelve { 12) 
months; the result derived from such division shall then be multiplied by the 
number of months r emaining in the license tax year. This shall be the amount 
to be refunded. 

Provided, no refund s hall be allowable when the ambunt of the license 
tax was based on the gross receipts or gross expenditures of the previous year, or 
when the reason for ceasing to do business is caused by v iolation of some law, or 
when the taxpayer is indebted to the Town. In the latter case, the taxpayer must 
pay all debts owed to the Town before he shall be entitled to a refund. Provided 
further, refunds shall not b e allowable on any fl.at rate license issued under the 
provisions of this Title t~nless a manifest error has been.made in making the · 
original license tax assessment . Such refunds shall be allowable only where it 
is evident that the taxpayer was assessed a tax greater than the one established 
for his particular business or occupation by the provisions of this Title, 

4-13 Beginner's license. --Every person beginning a business, profession, trade, 
or occupation which is subject under the provis ions of this Title to a license 
tax based in whole or in part on gross receipts or gross expenditures, shall 
estimate the amount of the gross rec eipts he will receive or the gross 
expenditures he will incur between the date of beginning business and the end of 

.the then current license year, and his license tax for the then current year shall 
be computed on such estimate. 

Whenever a lic en se tax is so computed upon the estimated gross receipts 
or gross expenditures, any erroneous estimate shall be subject to correction 
and the Town Treasurer shall assess such person with any additional license tax 
found to be due after the end of that licens e year, and shall at the same time 
correct the estimate for the then current year, until a full year of operation shall 
have been completed. In case of an overestimation, the taxpayer shall be entitled 
to a refund of the amount of tax in excess of his assessed liability, The refund 
shall be computed according to the formula as set forth elsewhere in this Title. 

4-14 'License tax Proration. --Every flat rate license, unless as otherwise 
specifically provided, for the unexpired portion of the license tax year, shall 
be charged on a pro rata basis from the first day of the month in which the 
license is issued . In no case shall pr.oration reduce the cost of the license 
below the minimum tax as prescribed by this Title. 

4-15 License a Personal Privilege. --Every license issued under this Title shall be 
deemed to confer a personal privilege to transact, carry on, or conduct-the 
business, trade, or occupation which may be subject to the license , and shall 
not be exercised except by the person licensed. If it is determined that such 
individual to whom said license has been issued shall have transferred the same, 
except as hereinafter prescribed, or if the Town Treasurer has cause to believe 
that such person is otherwise abusing the privilege for which the license was 
issued, said official may suspend such license. Such suspension shall remain in 
effect until the cause or ca us es are removed. Said official shall report this 
action to the Council at its next regular business meeting after the effective date 
of the suspension. 
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4-16 Transfer of License, --Licenses issued under this Title shall be transferable, 
except where otherwise provided, only where the business for which the license 
was issued has been sold or disposed of but is to be continued by the purchaser 
or transferee at the same or at some other location; but in no case shall any 
transfer of the license be legal, or valid, unless and until notice in writing of 
such transfer shall have been given to the Town Treasurer, which notice shall 
contain the n ame, trade name, if any, the address of the proposed transferee, 
the proposed new location, if any, and the time of the proposed transfer, and 
unless· the Town Treasurer shall have approved said transfer in writing on 
said license. 

It is especially provided that if the transferor's license for the 
current year be based on an estimate of gross receipt s or gross expenditures as 
provided in Section 4-13 of this Title that transferor s hall reveal his gross 
receipts or gross expenditures for the period he was in business during the 
current lie ens e year; and if the accumulation of gross receipts or gross 
expenditures by transferor shall exceed the original estimate, the transferee shall 
be required to amend the license by an e stimate of the gross r e ceipts or gross 
expenditures he will incur between the day of beginning business and the end of 
the current license year. 

The Town Treasure r shall keep a record of all transfers, Any person 
who transfers or attempts to transfer a license contrary to the provisions of 
this section shall commit a misdemeanor; if convicted, such person shall be 
fined not less than twenty-five ($2 5. 00) dollars and not more than two hundred 
fifty ($250. 00) dollars, · 

The Town Treasurer shall collect t e n ($10, 00) dollars for each 
license transfer, which sum shall be used to pay administrative costs incurred 
by the license transfer . 

4-17 Persons sub"ect to two (Z) or more license. --Any person who is engaged in two 
2 or more businesses, professions, trades, or occupations, all requiring 

lic enses under Chapter 3 of this Title, all carried on at the same place of 
business, and all meas ured by gross receipts or gross expenditures, but subject 
to different rates, shall obtain a separate license for each business, profession, 
trade, or occupation; provided, however, that such person may e l ect to carry 
on all such activities under one (1) license by paying license taxes on total gross 
receipts or gross expenditures at the highest rate of any of the separate license 
taxes to which he would otherwise be subject. Any person not otherwise 
exercising this option shall provide all information on each business, profession, 
trade, or occupation, as herein otherwise required, and such information shall 
appear on the lie ens e tax application forms. 

4-18 Separate licens e for each place of business. --Any business, profession, trade, 
or occupabon doing business at more than one (1) place, stall, or stand, shall 
be required to purchase a separa t e license for each place, stand, or stall; 
provided, however, that if any applicant is engaged in any business, profession, 
trade, or occupation at more tha n one (1) definite location and keeps only one (1) 
set of books for the accumulated transactions for all the places of business, he 
may purchase the minimum license allowable for like businesses on each location 
other than the main place of business . The cost of the lic ense for the main 
branch shall be computed on the basis of the gross r e ceipts or gross expenditures 
of the accumulated transactions, provided that in such computation for license 
tax purposes, the main branch may enter as a deductible item the amount of 
gross receipts or gross expenditures for which a minimum lic ense or licenses, 
as elsewhere defined in this Title, have been issued for the other place or places 
of business. 

If any applicant is engaged in two (2) or more businesses, professions, 
trades, or occupations all subject to the same rate, all measured by the same 
base, and all carried on at the same place of business, such applicant may 
obtain one (1) license for all such businesses, professions, trades, or 
occupations, but information for each, as herein otherwise required, s hall be 
given and shall appear on the licens e tax application forms , 
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4-19 Corporations and pa r tnerships . --When the busines s , profession, trade, or 
occupation taxed is conducted by a corporation or partnership, the license tax 
shall be imposed upon the gross receipts or gross expenditures of the corporation 
or the partnership, and paid by it, and when so paid, and also when paid by an 
individual employing persons who otherwise would be liable to a license, it shall 
b e deemed to discharge the license tax liability of the officers and partners of 
such corporation and partnership and of such persons employed at an employer 
who otherwise would be lia ble to such tax, insofar a s the licensed business, 
profession, trade, or occupation is concerned 

4 -20 License tax enforcement official. --The Town T_reasurer is hereby given the 
responsibility of enforcing the provisions of this Title of the Town of Vienna 
Code. If such officer has reason t o believe that the return or statement file d is 
incorrect, he shall cause an investigation of the taxpayer's books and r e cords 
to be made and shall ascertain whe the r such person has made a true and correct 
return or statement, a nd to tha t end such officer is expressly authorized and 
e mpowered when nec essary to summon such taxpayer before him and require 
the production of all his books and papers which he has r easonable cause to 
believe will throw any light upon the matte r under investigation, and shall also 
be empowered to make such other and further investigation and examination as 
he may deem proper in order to d e t e rmine accurately the prope r return to be 
made by such person. In such investigations and examinations fhe Town 
Treasurer is specifically authorized to place the applicant unde r oath. Failure 
of such witness to answer such summons or refusal to testify on questions of 
his tax liability, or refusal to produce the specified records , books, or papers 
as directe d shall constitute a misdemeanor and if convicted, shall be punishable 
as provided by Section 4-21 of this Title . 

4-21 Penalty for violation of Title 4, --It shall be unlawful a nd constitute a misde-meanor 
for any person to conduct a business or to engage in a profession, trade, or 
occupation before procuring a license as required under the provisions of this 
Title , It shall also be ufilawful a nd constitute a misdemeanor for any person to 
violate any of the provisions of this Titl e , Any person who is convicted for 
failing to procure a license as r equired, or convicted of a violation of any of 
the provisions of this Title shall be punished, unless otherwise specifically 
provided in this Title, b y a fine not be exceed two hundred-fifty ($250 . 00) dollars 
or by imprisonment for a p eriod not to exceed six (6) months or both. Each day 
any person shall continue to violate the provisions of this Title after the due date 
of any license tax or taxes prescribed herein shall constitute a separate offense, 

4-22 Displa y of lice ns e . - -The lice ns e form, tag, button, or s ign issued to show 
payment of the licen se taxes imposed by any section of this Title shall be displayed 
in _a conspicuous place at the r egular place of business of the licensee, which 
license shall be produced by the licensee on reques t of any authorized law 
enforcement officer of the T own of Vienna for his ins pection. All licensees who 
maintain no regula r place of business shall carry on or about their persons the 
lic ense form, tag , button, or sign i ss u ed to s how payment of the license tax, 
which license form, t ag, button, or sign shall be produced by the licensee on 
request of any authorized l aw enforcem e nt offic e r of the Town of Vienna for his 
inspection, 

4'-23 License tax and zoing r e ulations. - -The Town Treasurer shall not issue a 
ic ense or c onducting any business, profess ion, trade, or occupation at a 

location where the conduct of such business, profession, trade, or occupation 
is prohibite d by Title 15, Zoning, of the Town of Vienna Code. 

All suc.h licenses shall b e subject to verification to ascertain 
compliance with the zoning regulations, Failure to comply shall be just cause 
for immediate revocation b y the Town Treasurer. 

4-24 Amendment procedure; when public hearings necessary. --The Town Council 
may, from time to time, after public h earing thereon, amend any section, 
paragraph, phra se, or other part of this Titl e . The Town Council without 
holding a public h earing may add any specific type of business to the types shown 
in the various classifications in Chapter 3, but shall not transfer a specific 
type of business from one class ification to another without first holding a public 
hearing thereon. 
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Chapter 2 

Special Lic ense Tax Provisions 

Alcoholic beverages. 
Bail bonds; bondsmen. 
Bootbla cks . 
Carnivals, circus es, and menageries . 
Fortune tellers. 
Itinerant and Distrained Merchandise V endors . 
Junk and second-hand deale r s . 
Laundries and dry cleaners, non resident . 
Peddlers. 
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Peddlers of goods, wares, and merchandise to dealers and r etaile rs . 
T axicabs . 
Vending and s 1 ot machines . 

Alcoholic beverages . --Every p erson who shall engage in the busines ses of 
manufacturing, bottling, wholesaling, or retailing alcoholic beverages s hall 
obtain a license therefore a nd shall pay therefore the license tax hereina fter 
provided: 

(1) Distiller ' s License. For each distiller's license , $500. 00 p e r annum; 
provided, however, that no license shall be required of any distiller 
manufacturing not m ore than 5, 000 gallons of alcohol or spirits or both during 
such license year. 

(2) Winery L i cen se . . For each winery licen se $500, 00 per annum. 

(3 ) Brewery License. For each brewer y license, $500. 00 p e r annum. 

(4) Bottler's License. For each·bottler' s license , $250. 00 per annum. 

(5) Wholes ale Beer Licen se. For eac h whol esal e b eer license, $25. 00 
p er annum. 

(6) Wholesale Wine Distributor ' s License. For each wholesal e wine 
distributor's license, $25 . 00 per annum. 

(7) Whol esal e Druggist ' s License . For each wholesale druggist's license, 
$10. 00 per annum. 

(8 ) Betail On-Premises Wine and Beer License for a Hotel, Motel, 
Bestaurant, or Club . . For each retail on-premises wine and beer license for 
a hotel, motel, restaurant, or club, $37. 50 p e r annum. 

(9) B etail Off- P r emises Win e and Beer License. For e ach retail off-premis e s 
w ine a nd beer license, $37. 50 per annum. 

(1 0 ) Betail On-Premi.ses Beer License for a Hotel, Motel, Bestaurant, or 
Club. For each retail on - premis es beer license for a hotel, motel, restaurant, 
or c lub, $25. 00 per annum. 

(11) Druggist's License. For each druggist's license, $25 . 00 per annum. 

(12) Banquet License . For each banque t l icense, $5 . 00 per day. 

(13) Fruit Distiller ' s L icense. For each fruit distiller's lic ense, $100, 00 
per annum. 

The aforesaid licenses shall be as respectively d efined by the Act of the General 
Assembl y of Virginia as herebefore and hereafter amen ded, known as "The 
Al coholic Beve rage Control Act", and the terms "alcoholic beverages"• 
"alcohol", " s pirits ", "beer", and "wine", wherever used in this Title s hall 
have the m eanings respectively prescribed to them by said Act. 
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No license shall be issue d under this section to any person unless such 
p e rson shall hold or secure simultaneous l y therewith the proper State license 
r e quired by the said Alcoholic Beverage Control Act, which State license shall 
be exhibited to the Town T reasurer, and all dining rooms, restaurants, 
lunchrooms, and club-rooms wherein the beverages herein defined are sold for 
consumption on the premis es shall at all times be open to inspection to the 
State p olice and the police authorities of the Town of Vienna. Any viol ation of 
th e terms of this provisi on shall be sufficient grounds for the revocation of the 
lic ense issued in accordance with this section. 

4-26 Bail bonds; bondsmen. --For every license for persons furnishing bail th ere 
shall be paid a license fee of fifty ($50. 00) d ollars per year, which shall not 
be prorated or transferred. 

4-27 Bootblacks. --Bootblacks or shoe - shining parlors in the Town shall pay for the 
privilege of doing business an annual license tax of five ($5. 00 ) dollars for each 
chair or seat. Bootblack stands on the streets or sidewal ks of this Town are 
prohibited. 

4-28 Carnivals, circuses and menageries . --Every person exhibiting performances 
in a side show, dog and pony show, trained animal show, carnival, circus,. 
menagerie, or any other show, exhibition, or performanc e similar the r eto, 
shall procure a license therefore. 
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The Town license tax on side show, dog and pony shows, trained animal 
shows, circuses, menageries, or similar shows, exhibitions, or performances 
shall b e one hundred ($100. 00) dollars per day . 

The Town license tax on carnival s s ha ll be one hundred ($100. 00) dollars 
per day. For the purpose of this section, a carnival s ha ll be taken to mean an 
aggregation of shows, an1us ements, concess i ons, eating places, and riding 
devices, o r any of them, operated together on one (1) parcel of ground or st r eets 
or on contiguous parcels of ground or streets or moving from plac e to place, 
whether the same are owned and actually operated by separate persons or not. 

This section shall not be construed to prohibit a resident mechanic or 
artist from exhibiting any production of his own art or invention without 
compensation, nor shall any license be required on any industrial art exhibit nor 
any agricultural fair or the shows exhibited within such grounds of such fair, 
during the period of such fair, whether any admission is charged or not, nor of 
any resident p e rsons performing in a show or exhibition for charity or other 
benevolent purpos es , nor of exhibitions of volunteer fire companies, whether an 
admission be charged or not. Whenever any such show, exhibition, or 
performance is given, whether exempted by the terms hereof or lic ensed, those 
engaged therein and operating under either such license or exemption, shall be 
exempt from a lic ense tax for performing or acting thereat. 

The prov i sions of this section shall not be construed to allow, without 
payment of t he tax 'herein impos e d, any performance for charitabl e or 
benevolent purposes by a company, associati on of p e rsons, or a corporation, 
which makes it its business to give exhibitions, no matter what terms of 
contract may be entered into or under what auspices such exhibition is given by 
such company, association of persons, or corporation for benevolent or 
charitable purposes, it being the intent and meaning of this section that every 
c ompany, association of p ersons, or corporation, the business of which is 
giving exhibitions for compensation, whether a part of the proc eeds a r e for 

charitable or benevolent purposes or not, shall pay the lic ense tax prescribed 
herein. 

The provisions of this section shall not be construed to impose a license 
tax on a bona fide local associat ion, company, or corporation organized for the 
principa l purpose of holding and which holds legitimate agricultural exhibitions 
or industrial arts exhibits. 

Fortune Tell er. --Every p erson engaged in work as a fortune tell er, clairvoyant, 
phrenologist, spirit medium, astrologist, hypi:;o~ist, or palmist, . for which · 
compensation is received, shall pay for the privilege an annual license tax of 
five hundred ($500, 00) dollars. This license shall not be transferred or prorated. 
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4-30 Itinerant and disl:rained merchandise vendors. --All persons bringing to and 
exhibiting for sale to consumers at retail in the Town in trucks, in temporary 
places or fixed plac es of sal e, goods or merchandise of any character as 
bankrupt, consignee , trustee, railroad wreck, fire slaughter stock, leftover 
exhibition stock, or stock of like character, and all itinerant vendors doing 
business in the Town, shall pay for the privilege a license tax of twel ve dollars 
and fifty cents ($12. 50) per week, and no license shall be issued under this 
section for a fraction of a week. 

"Itinerant vendors" as us ed in this Title shall be construed to mean and 
include a ll persons , whether principal, agent, or salesman, who engage in 
temporary or transient business in this Town in one (1) or more places; and 
who for the purpos e of carrying on such business, hire, l ease, or occupy any 
building, structure, or truck, or other place for the exhibition or sale of such 
goods o r merchandise. 

4-31 Junk and second-hand dealers. - -Every person trading in any kind of second hand 
articl es, junk, old metal , rags, or other like commodities s hall pay for the 
privilege an annual license tax of $ 125. 00; and for each canvasser or agent 
canvassing the Town for the purpose of buying junk or other second hand materials 
for a principal or for hims elf, an annual lie ens e tax of $2 5. 00 shall be paid for 
the privilege; and the p erson doing business under this section shall give bond 
in the amount of $1, 000. 00 for his faithful compliance with the l aw, the said 
bond to be d elivered to the Town Treasurer upon issuance of the license . 

4-32 Laundries and dr c l eaners, non-resident . --Every person (other than a 
aun ry or ry cleaning esta 1s ent located in the Town of Vienna, paying dry 

cleaning or laundry tax in the Town of Vienna) engaged in soliciting and/or 
accepting clothing, rugs, or othe r fabrics to be cleaned, laundered, dyed, o r 
pressed for compensation, and/or delivering clothing, rugs, or other fabrics 
which have been cleaned, l aund ered, dyed, or pressed for compensation where 
said p erson does the actual laundry or dry cleaning work outside the Town of 
Vienna or has any part of the dry cleaning, laundry , or finishing work done 
outside the Town of Vie rma , in lieu of the tax imposed by Section 4-39 of this 
T itle , may pay one hundred ($100. 00 ) dollars for the first outlet or truck, plus 
a license tax in the amount of fifty ($50. 00 ) dollars for eac h additional outlet 
or truck in excess of one (1) . 

4-33 Peddlers. --Any person who shall carry from place to place any goods, wares, 
or merchandise and offer to sell or barter the same, or actually sell or barter 
the same, shall be deemed to be a peddler. 

All persons who do not keep a regular place of business, whether i t be 
a house or a vacant lot or elsewhere, open at all times in regular business hours 
and at the same place, who shall offer for sale goods, wares, and merchandise , 
shall be deemed peddlers under this section. All persons who keep a r egular 
place of business, open at all times in regular business hours and at the same 
plac e, who shall, els ewh ere than at such regular place of business, personally 
or through their agents, offer for sal e or sell and, at the time of such offering 
for sal e, deliver goods, wa1·es, and merchandise shall a l so be deemed peddlers 
as above , but this section shall not apply to those who sell or offer for sal e in 
person or by the ir employee s ice, wood, charcoal, meats, milk, butter, eggs, 
poultry, fish, oysters, game, vegetables, fruits, or other family supplies of a 
perishable nature or farm products grown or produced by them and not purchased 
by them for sal e . However, a dairyman who uses upon the streets of the Town 
of Vienna one (1) or more wagons may sell and deliver from his wagons milk , 

butter, cream, and eggs without procuring a peddler' s license. 

The license taxes imposed by this section shall not apply to any p eddler 
who is covered by Section 4-34 of this Title and who sells to licensed dealers 
or r etailers only. 

For the privilege of peddling or bartering in the Town of Vienna t here 
shall be paid one hundred ($100. 00) dollars annual licens e tax for each person 
so engaged or empl oyed in the Town when he travels on foot and when he peddles 
otherwise than on fo9t the annual lie ens e tax paid shall be twenty - five ($25. 00) 
dollars except that: 

(a ) The annual license tax on peddlers of ice, wood, or coal, not 
produced by them but purchased for resal e shall be twenty-five ($25. 00) dollars 
for eac h vehicle used in such peddling in the Town of Vienna; provided, however 
such dealers paying a retail merchant 1.s license under this Title may peddle 
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Sec. 4-33 (cont.) 
retail merchant's license under this Title may peddle the same from their 
vehicles without p aying additional tax; 

(b) The annual licens e tax on p eddlers of meat, milk, butter, eggs, 
p oultry, fish, oysters, game, vegetables, fruits, or other family supplies of a 
perishable nature not grown or produced by them shall be ~wenty-five ($25 . 00) 
dollars for s uch peddling in the Town of Vienna; 

(c) The annual license tax on peddlers of seafood who buy the seafood 
they peddle directly from persons who catch or take the same shall be ten 
($10. 00) dollars for each vehicle used in such peddling in the Town of Vienna; 

(d) No license issued under this section shall be prorated or transferred, 

4-34 Peddlers of goods, wares, and merchandise to dealers or retailers. - -Every 
person (other than a distributor and/or vend or of motor vehicle fuels and 
petroleum products, tobacco, or seafood, a farmer, a farmer's cooperative 
association, a producer, or a manufacturer taxable on capital by this State, or a 
distributor of manufactured goods, paying a State license tax on his purchases) 
who or which shall peddle goods, wares, or merchandise by selling and 
delivering the same at the same time to licensed dealers or retailers at other 
than a definite place of business operated b y the seller, shall pay an annual 
license tax of twenty-five ($25. 00) dollars per annum for each vehicle used in 
such bus ines s , which tax shall not be prorated and shall not be transferrable. 

Every vehicle used by a n y licensee hereunder shall have conspicuously 
displayed thereon the name of the person, firm, or corporation using the same, 
with the post office address of the licensee, and the license hereby required 
shall be conspicuously displayed on each vehicle while used in such business. 

Every person, firm, or corporation claiming to be a distributor and/or 
vendor of motor vehicle fuels and petroleum products, a farmer, a dealer in 
forest products, or tobacco, or seafood, a producer, a wholesale dealer, or a 
manufacturer taxable on capital by this State, or a distributor of manufactured 
goods paying a Town tax on his purchases and selling and delivering at the same 
time, or offering to sell and deliver at the same t ime, to licensed dealers or 
retailers, such goods, wares, or merchandise, shall upon request of any police, 
tax, or revenue officer, furnish evidence of his or its claim other than his or 
its mere statement, that he or it is exempt from the provisions of this section, 
and failure to furnish such evidence shall b e sufficient ground for charging the 
person operating the vehicle wi th a violation of this section; and in any pros ecu
tion for a viol a tion of this section, the claim aforesaid must be corroborated by 
satisfactory evidence. The exemption hereby accorded a distributor and/or 
vendor of motor vehicle fuel s and petroleum products and forest products, and 
tobacco, and in the case of a farme r , a producer, or a manufacturer taxable on 
capital by this State, the exemption is restricted to such peddling of goods, wares, 
or merchandise actually manufacture .d, produced, or grown by the seller. 

A farmer within the meaning of this section means any person, firm, or 
corporation chiefly engaged in producing agricultural products on whose farm the 
volume or character of the agricultural products produced is in keeping with the 
size of the farm, but does not m ean any person, firm, or corporation engaged in 
producing agri c ultural products who or which (a) actively engages, directly or 
indirectly, in buying o r trading in agricultura l products not .grown or produced by 
him or it; or (b) actively engages, directly or indirectly, in conducting a bus~ess 
that includes buying or selling agricultural products not grown or produced by him 
or it. 

A peddler, within the meaning of this section, is any person, firm, or 
corporation who or which, at other than a definite place of bus iness operated by 
the seller, shall sell or offer to sell goods, wares, or m e rchandis e to licensed 
dealers or offe r to deliver the goods, wares, or merchandise t o the buyer , and 
any delivery made on the day of sal e shall be considered as equivalent to 
delivery at the t i me of sale. 

Every person, firm, or corpor ation claiming exemption from the 
provisions of this section on the ground that he or it is delivering goods, wares, 
or merchandise previously sold to the customer, shall, upon request of any 
police, tax, or revenue officer, furnish evidence of his or its claim other than 
his or its mer e statement, which evidence may be an invoice or signed order 
d escribing the goods, wares , or merchandise involved, and the amount and 
price thereof, and failure to furnish such evidence shall be sufficient ground for 
charging the p e r son operating the vehicle with a violation of this section, and in 
any prosecution for a violation of this section, the claim aforesaid must be 
corroborated by satisfactory evid ence. 
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4-35 Taxicabs. --Eve ry person operating taxicabs o r other motor vehicles for hire, 
over the streets of the Town of Vienna and/or using the Town as the basis for 
ope ration, shall pay for the privilege an annual license tax of t en ($10. 00) 
dollars for each vehicle. 

4-36 Vending and slot machines. --Any p erson having anywhere in this Town a slot 
machine of any description into which are inserted nickels or coins of larger 
denominations to dispense articles of merchandise, or for the purpose of 
operating devices that operate on the coin-in-the-slot principle, used for gain, 
except as a pay telephone, shall pay for every such slot machine, or device as 
the case may be, a lic ense tax of twenty-five ($25. 00) dollars per year except 
(a) each coin-operated musical machine or musical device that operates on the 
coin-in-the-slot principle, on which there is hereby l evied an annual license tax 
of fifteen ($15. 00} dollars for each such musical machine or musical device; 
(b} vending machines that are us ed solely for the sale of agricultural products, 
soft drinks, or cigars, on which there is hereby levied a license tax of five 
($5 . 00} dollars per year for each machine; (c) those used solely for the sale of 
candy and ope rated on the premises of moving picture or other theaters, on which 
there is hereby levied a lic ens e tax of five ($5. 00} dollars per year for each 
such machine; (d} such candy vending machine s as are operated on the premises 
of any person conducting any other lawful business, on which there is hereby 
levied a license tax of ten ($10. 00) dollars per year for each such machine; 
(e) vending machines operated on premises for which a tobacco retailer's 
license has been obtained, and used solely for the sale of cigarettes, on which 
there is hereby levied a license tax of five ($5. 00) dollars per year for each 
machine; (f} weighing machines and machines used solely for the purpose of 
selling shoestrings, chewing gum, peanuts, peanut candy, or postage stamps, 
bn which there is l evi e d no license tax; (g) automatic baggage or parcel checking 
machines or receptacles, which are used for the storage of baggage or parcels 
of any character, on which there is hereby levied a license tax of fifteen($. 15} 
cents per year for each rec eptacle that is operated on the coin-in-the-slot 
principle; and (h) on vending machines operated by the insertion of one (1) cent, 
on which there is levied no license tax, Provided, however, that nothing 
contained in this section shall be construed as permitting any such person to 
keep, maint~in, exhibit, or operate any slot machine or other device, the 
operation of which is prohibited by law. 

This section shall not apply to slot machines that are us ed solely for the 
purpos e of selling individual sanitary drinking cups or sanitary cups and 
natural water or to machines vending sanitary napkins or to washing machines . 
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Chapter 3 

Classified Business and Occupational Lie ens e Provis ions 

Professional Occupations . 
Personal Service Occupations, 
Business Service Occupations, 
Repair Service Occupations. 
Retail Merchants . 
Wholesal e Merchants. 
Contractors and Contracting. 
Amusements, 
Manufacturers, Millers, and Processers. 
Builders and Developers. 
Same, when liable for tax elsewhere in State. 
Building and Loan Associations 
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Public Utilities (motor vehicle, carri ers, t el ephone, telegraph, 
heat, light, power, and gas companies ). 
Slaughter houses or A bbatoirs. 
Loan Agencies, 
Money l enders. 
Rent i ng by owner of houses, apartments, or commercial establishments, 

4-37 Professiona l occupations. --Every person conducting or engaging in any of the 
followmg profess ional occupations shall pay for the privil ege an annual license 
tax of forty-five ($. 45) cents for each one hundred ($100. 00) dollars of g r oss 
receipts, as h erei nbefore defined, for the occupati on from the preceding fiscal 
or calendar y ear; provided, any person commencing his occupa tion after the 
beginning of the license tax year, as hereinbefore defined, shall pay for the 
privilege a license tax of' forty -five ($. 45) cents for each one hundr ed ($ 100, 00) 
dollars of anticipated grc,s s receipts for the remaining portion of the lie ens e tax 
year : 

P ublic accountants 
Advertising agents or firms 
Air conditioning engineers 
Appraisers or evaluators of real estate for others for compensation 
Architects, landscapers 
Artists 
Assayers 
Attorneys at law 
Auctioneers , all types 
Auditing companies or firms 
Brokers, any type other than pawnbroker or l oan broker 
Blue printers 
Bookke epers, public 
Chemical engineers 
Chemists 
Chiropodists 
Chiropractors 
Civil engineer s 
Consulting engin eers 
Collection agencies or agents 
Common carriers 
Commission merchants 
Contracting engineers 
Dentists 
Doctors of medicine 
Electrical engineers 
Furnishers of domestic or clerical help, labor, or employment 
Home opathis t s 
Industrial engineers 
Instructors and Tutors 
Land agents , rental agents 
Lumber measurers 
Manufacturers' agents 
Mercantile agents or agenci es 
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Mechanical engineers 
Me tall ur gists 
Mining engineers 
Naturopathists 
Neurologists 
Oculists 
Optometrists or opticians 
Orthodontists 
Osteopaths 
Patent attorneys or patent agents 
Physicians 
Physiotherapists 
Public relations couns el ors 
Public stenographers 
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Furnishers of publicity service, booking agents, concert managers 
Radio engineers 
Recorders of proceedings in any court, commission, or other organization 
Refrigerator engineers 
Sales agent or agencies 
Sculptors 
Surveyors 
Surgeons 
Veterinarians 

4-38 Personal Service Occupations, --Every person conducting or engaging in any of 
the following personal service occupations, businesses, or trades shall pay for 
the privilege an annual license tax of twenty-five ($. 25) cents for each one 
hundred ($100. 00) dollars of gross receipts, as hereinafter defined, from the 
occupation during the preceding fiscal or calendar year, provided, that any 
person commencing his occupation after the beginning of the license tax year, as 
hereinbefore defined, shall p ay for the privilege a license tax of twenty-five 
($. 25) cents for each one hundr ed ($100, 00) dollars of anticipated gross receipts 
for the r emaining portion of the license tax year: 

(a) The business of operating: 

A barber s h op 
A beauty parlor 
A chartered club 
A hair-dressing establishment 
A hotel or motel 
A turkish, Roman, or other like bath parlor 
An undertaker, an embalmer 

(b) The business of: 

Addressing l etters or envelopes 
Bottle exchange 
Cleaning chimneys, furnaces 
Correspondence establishment or bureau 
Clinica l laboratory 
Day nursery (other than foster homes } 
Dental Laboratory 
Exterminating, fumigating, or disinfecting establishment or s ervice 
Furnishing ambulance service 
Furnishing clean diapers 
Furnishing house-cleaning service 
Furnishing messenger service, except telephone or telegraph 

messenger service 
Furnishing statistical service 
Nursing or convalescent home 
Operating a kennel or small animal hospital 
Operating a scalp treating establishment 
Photographer 
Physicians 1 registry, nurses 1 regis try 
Picture framing or gilding 
Private school (other than religious and non-profit) 
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'.Renting any kind of tangible personal property 
Renting or furnishing automatic washing 
Secretarial service 
Supplying clean linen, coats, aprons, towels 
Telephone answering service 
Other personal service occupations 
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Any non-resident person engaged in the business of taking pictures or 
photographs and developing, copying, or enlarging the same, but who has no 
permanent place of business in the Town, shall pay a license tax of either 
five ($5. 00) dollars a day or a yearly fee of fifty ($50. 00) dollars which fee shall 
not be prorated, 

Every person engaged in canvassing or soliciting for the taking, developing, 
copying, or enlarging of pictures or photographs for work to be done outside of 
the Town shall pay a license tax of either five ($5. 00) dollars per day or a 
yearly fee of fifty ($50. 00) dollars which fee shall not be prorated. 

4-39 Blisines's Serviee Occupations. --Every person conducting or engaging in any of 
the £o11owing business service occupations, businesses, or trades, shall pay for 
the privilege an annual license tax of twenty ($. 20) cents for each one hundred 
($100, 00) dollars of gross receipts , as hereinbefore defined, from the 
occupation during the preceding fiscal or calendar year; provided, any person 
commencing his occupation after the beginning of the license tax year, as 
hereinbefore defined, shall pay for the privilege a license tax of twenty ($. 20) 
cents for each one hundred ($100 . 00) dollars of anticipated gross receipts for 
the remaining portion of the license tax year: 

An airport 
Erecting, installing, removing, storing awnings 
Hauling or transfer, not in connection with taxicab business 
An impounding lo.t 
Job printer, printing shop, bookbinding, duplicating processes 
A laundering, cleaning, pressing, or dyeing establishment 
Leasing films for compensation 
Packing, crating, shipping, hauling, or moving goods or chattels for others 
Parking lots 
Public garage 
Renting airplanes 
Renting bicycle s 
Storage, all types 
Title insurance company 
U-Drive-Jt firm or business 
Vehicular advertising; electric advertising, bus advertising, commercial 

advertising 
Other business service occupations 

4-40 'Repair Serv ice Occupations. - -Every person conducting or engaging in any of 
the following repair service occupations, businesses, or trades, shall pay for 
the privilege an annual license tax of fifteen ($. 15) cents for each one hundred 
($100, 00) dollars of gross rec eipts, as hereinbefore defined, from the 
occupation during the preceding fiscal or calendar year; provided, any person 
commencing his occupation after the beginning of the license tax year, as her·ein;. 
before defined, shall pay for the privilege a license tax of fifteen ($. 15) cents for 

each one hundred ($100 , 00) dollars of anticipated gross receipts for the 
remaining portion of the license tax year: 

Auto repair, engine repair of any type 
Bicycle repair 
Business and office machines repair 
Clothes, hats, carpets, or rugs, repair of 
Furniture, upholstering, rep?-ir of 
Gunsmith, gun repairing 
Machine shop, boiler shop 
Mattresses, repair of 
Nickel and chrome plating 
Paint shop, other than contractor 
Radios, refrigerators, electrical appliances, home applicances, repair of 
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ReWeaving 
Road machines, farm machinery, rep~ir of 
Saws, tools, repair of 
Scales, repair of 
Shades, repair of 
Shoe repair 
Tire repair 
Toys, repair of 
Umbrellas, harness es, leather goods, repair of 
Washing, automobiles, cleaning of automobiles 
Watches, clocks, repair of 
Welding shop 
Other Repair Services not otherwise taxed 
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4-41 'Retail Merchants. --Every person conducting or engaging in any of the following 
retail merchant occupations, businesses, or trades, shall pay for the privilege 
an annual license tax of fifteen ($. 15) cents for each one hundred ($100, 00) 
dollars of gross receipts, as hereinbefore defined, from the business during 
the preceding fiscal or calendar year; provided, any person commencing his 
occupation after the beginning of the license tax year, as hereinbefore defined, 
shall pay for the privilege a license tax of fifteen($. 15) cents for each one 
hundred ($100, 00) dollars of anticipated gross receipts for the remaining portion 
of the license tax year: 

.Auto accessory, tire, battery 

.Aircraft, or aircraft parts 

.Antiques 

.Auto sales, motor vehicle dealers 
Bakeries, caterers 
Bicycles 
Boats, motors 
Books, stationery 
Building materials 
Candy, nut store 
Cigar, tobacco stands, newsstands 
Confectionery 
Custom tailor 
Delicatessen 
Department stores 
Drapery, curtain, upholstery 
Drugs 
Dry goods stores 
Family clothing 
Farm equipment 
Filling stations 
Fish, seafood markets 
Floor covering 
Florists 
Fruit stores, vegetable markets 

~·Fuel, ice (see note, p. 4 - 19) 
Furniture 
Furriers 
Garden Supplies 
General stores 
Gift, novelty, souvenir 
Grocery 
Hardware 
Heating, plumbing, electrical equipment 

Hog, grain, feed, seed 
Hosiery 
Jewelry 
Livestock dealer 
Luggage 
Lumber goods 
Meat Market 
Men's and boys' clothing 
Milline ry 
Motorcycle 

. Musical Instrument 
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Office, store, appliance supply 
Optical 
All other clothing 
Paint, glass, wallpaper 
Photographic supply equipment 
All radio, or household appliances 
Restaurants, eating places, night clubs 
Second hand stores, other than junk 
Scientific, medical supplies 
Shoes 
Soda fountain 
Sporting goods 
Used cars 
Variety stores 
Workmen's clothing 
Other .Retail Stores and .Retail Merchants 

*In lieu of the above tax, fuel oil dealers whose place of business is located 
outside the Town of Vienna may pay a flat rate of one hundred fifty ($150, 00) 
dollars a year. 

4-42 Wholesale Merchants. - -Every person conducting or engaging in any of the 
Iollowmg wholesale merchant occupations, business es, or trades, shall pay for 
the privilege an annual lic ense tax of ten ($. 10) cents for each one hundred 
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($100. 00) dollars of gross receipts, as hereinbefore defined, from the business 
during the preceding fiscal or calendar year; provided, any person commencing 
his occupation after the beginning of the license tax year as hereinbefore defined, 
shall pay for the privilege a lic ense tax of ten ($. 10) cents for each one hundred 
($100 . 00) dollars of anticipated gross receipts for the remaining portion of the 
license tax year: 

Automotive 
Chemicals 
Clothing, furnishings 
Coal, coke 
Commission merchants (who take title, others classed as brokers) 
Drugs 
Dry goods 
Electrical, plumbing goods 
Farm equipment 
Furniture and house furnishings 
Groc eri es and foods 
Hardware 
Jewelry 
Lumber, paint, and construction materials 
Machinery, equipment, and supplies 
Metals and metal work 
Other goods, wares, merchandise 
Paper and paper products 
Seafood 
·soft drinks 
Sporting goods 
Tobacco and tobacco products (except leaf tobacco) 
Waste material s 
Other Wholesale Merchants 

Contractors and Contracting. --Every person conducting or engaging in any of 
Hie £o1Iowmg contracting occupations, businesses, or trades , shall pay for the 
privilege an annual license tax of t_en ($. 10) ce_nts for each one h~ndred ($100, 00) 
dollars of gross receipts, as here1nbefore defin.ed, f_rom the b~s1ness for the 
preceding year; provided, any person co~mencing h1~ occupation after the 
beginning of the license tax year, as here1nbefore defined, shall pay for the 
privilege a license tax of ten ($. 10) cents for each one hundred ($100. 00) dollars 
of gross receipts to be measured by the gross amount of all orders or contracts 
which he has accepted before applying for the license, plus the gross amount of 
all orders or contracts which he estimates he will accept for the remaining 
portion of the lie ens e tax year: 

Air conditioning 
Brick contracting, stone, and other masonry 
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Building 
Cement 
Dredging, sand and gravel 
Electrical 
F1oor scraping or finishing 
Foundations 
Interior decorating 
Paint, paper decorating 
Plastering 
Plumbing, heating, steamfitting, gasfitting 
Road, street, bridge, sidewalk, curb, and gutter 
Sewer drilling and well digging 
Structural metal 
Tile, glass, flooring, floor covering 
Wrecking , moving, excavating 
Other Contractors and Contracting 
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4 - 44 ~musements . --Every person conducting or engaging in any of the following 
amusements occupations, business es, or trades, shall pay for the privilege an 
annual license tax of thirty($, 30) cents for each one hundred ($100. 00) dollars 
of gross receipts, as hereinbefore defined, from the business during the 
preceding calendar or fiscal year; provided, any person commencing business 
after the beginning of the license tax year, as hereinbefore defined, shall pay 
for the privilege a license tax of thirty ($. 30) cents for each one hundred 
($100. 00) dollars of anticipated gross receipts for the remaining portion of the 
license tax year: 

.Amusement park 

.Arcade or building devoted to general amusement or entertaining 

.Auditorium 
Baseball 
Billiards or pool 
Bowling alley 
Coliseum 
Gardens, display or amusement 
Golf driving range 
Miniature gold 
Movie theaters 
Parks, athletic fields (operated for profit) 
Skating rink 
Theaters 
Other amusement occupations not specifically taxed under this section 

4-45 Manufacturers, Millers, and Processors. --Every person conducting or engaging 
in any of the following manufacturing, milling, or processing occupations, 
businesses, or trades, shall pay for the privilege an annual license tax of 
fifteen($. 15) cents for each one hundred ($100, 00) dollars of gross receipts , as 
hereinbefore_defined, from t he business during the preceding fiscal or calendar 
year; provided, any person commencing business after the beginning of the 
license tax year, as hereinbefore defined, shall pay for the privilege a license 
tax of fifteen ($. 15) cents for each one hundred ($100, 00) dollars of anticipated 
gross rec eipts for the remaining portion of the license tax year: 

.Asphalt, or asphalt products, bricks, marble goods, tombstones 

.Awnings, sails, or tents 
Barrels, _ crates, boxes , hogsheads, veneers, veneer, and wood products 
Beds, bed s prings, cots , mattresses, any or all 
Bread, cakes , pies, and other bakery products 
Burlap, cotton bags, and barrel covers 
Canneries 
Gaskets, coffins, and burial vaults 
Cement and cement products 
Chemicals or chemical products 
Cigarettes or tobacco products 
Clothing, hose, cotton, wool, silk, textile and textile products 
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Coffee roasting or tea blending 
Confec ti.ans 
Co:rk products and ins,ulating materials 
Corn meal, flour 
Fertilizers or guano 
Flavoring extracts and syrups 
Food for livestock 
Furniture, novelti es, and wood products 
Gypsum and gyp s um products 
Ice 
Ic e cream 
Manufacturing, processing and assembling steel , iron, and metal 

products, any or all 
Motor vehicles or p arts th.ereof 
Paints 
Planing and rolling mills 
Potato chips, sandwiches 
Processing peanuts and peanut products 
Processing soy beans 
Sashes, frames, blinds, or wood products, saw mills 
Soft drinks, manufacturing and bottling 
Other manufacturers, millers, and processors 

4-46 l3uilders a nd Developers. - -Every builder and developer, as hereinbefore 
defined in this Title , operating and doing business in the Town of Vienna, 
~4~ll pay for the privilege an annual license tax of ten ($. 10) cents on each 
one hundred ($100. 00) dollars of gross expenditures, as hereinbefore d efined, 
for said building and devel opment work during the preceding fiscal or 
c~lendar year. 

4-46, 1 Same; when liable for t ax els ewhere in State . --When a builder o r developer 
shah have become liable for a lic ense tax required by an other town, city, 
or county within t he State on building or developing within that town, city, 
or county, then in that event fl.he gross expenditures on the amount of 
business done in such other fi.o-wn, dty, or county shall be deducted from the 
gross expenditures taxable by the Town of V:ie:nnai. Jn a ll cases, such 
deductions must first be included in the total rep«>rled gross expenditures . 

4-47 Building and Loan Associations. --Every building and l_oan association having 
its principal office in the Town of Vienl!1CI: shalI pay for the privilege of doing 
business an annual license tax of tllit:y-s:even and 50/ 100 ($37 . 50) dollars 
provided the capital of such associaiti01!ll. or \l:ornpany actually paid-in whether 
from paid-up stock or partiaHy paicdi-1111p s1hDck~ is not over twenty-five t housand 
($25, 000 , 00) dollars. If the capiba] paiicf-:hr.t,. whether from paid-up stock, or 
partially paid-up stock, is over Uw·e-nty-five thousand ($25, 000 , 00) dollars 
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t h en an additional licens e tax of one: aind 50/ 100 ($ 1. 50 ) dollars on each one 
thousand ($1, 000 . 00) dollars of suclit 11:apital, or fraction thereof, in excess of 
twenty-five thousand ($25, 000. 00)' dio]]a:rrs' shall be paid. 

A building and loan associa1!.liron-w-Mc h does business on a purel y mutual 
plan, and makes loans only t o its s.tockholders, organized in the Town of 
Vienna, and confining its business soleiy to the Town and s u rrounding 
p olitical subdiv ision, shall pay a license tax of twenty-five ($25. 00) dollars. 

A building and loan association or company organized under the laws of 
a state other than Virginia shall pay the license tax herein impos ed upon the 
capital invested in the Town of Vienna. 

Public Utilities. -- (1) Motor Vehicle Carriers. All motor vehicle carriers , 
except such carriers whose annual gross re~eipts do not exceed five 
thousand ($5, 000. 00 ) dollars operating on or t hrough the streets of the Town 
of Vienna shall pay for the privilege of using the streets , roads, and routes, 
including bridges, excluding toll bridges, an annual license tax as follows: 
1/5 cent per mile for each mile operated within the Town by any vehicle 
weighing 5, 000 pounds or less; 2/5 cent per mile fo r each mile operated with
in the Town by any vehicle weighing more than 5, 000 pounds and l ess than 
15, 000 pounds ; and 3 / 5 cent per mile operated within the T own by any vehicle 
weighing more than 15, 000 pounds ; 
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2 ) Telephone Companies. .All persons engaged in the bus in es s of 

providing telephone conununications in the Town of Vienna shall pay for the 
privilege an annual license tax equal to 1/2 of 1 percent of the gross receipts, 
as hereinbefore defined, from rentals, subscriptions, and stations within 
the Town during the preceding fiscal or calendar year, excluding, however, 
business done between the Town of Vienna and points outside the State of 
Virginia or messages sent by the Government of the United States or this 
State and their officers or agents; 

(3) T el egraph Companies. .All p e r sons engaged in the business of 
sending t elegraphic communications from the Town of Vienna to any point 
within t h e State of Virginia shall pay for the privilege an annual license tax 
of 1/2 of 1 percent of the gross receipts, as hereinbefore defined, d e rived 
from the sending of such telegrams and telegraphic communications of any 
ki nd during the preceding fiscal or calendar year; excluding, however, 
busines s done between the Town of Vienna and points outside the State of 
Virginia and receipts from the Government of the United States, this State, 
o r this Town, and their officers and agents; 

(4 ) Heat, Light and Power, and Gas Companies . .All persons 
furnishing heat, light, or power by means of el ectric current or gas in the 
Town of Vienna shall pay for the privilege a n annual license tax of 1/2 of 
1 percent of the gross receipts, as h ereinbefore defined, of such enterprise 
or enterprises derived from the Town of Vienna during the preceding fiscal 
or cal endar year; excluding, however, such services furnished Federal, 
State, and local authorities and sales for resale to other el ectric companies. 

4 -49 Slaughter houses or abbatoirs. --Every person engaging in, conducting, or 
operating a s laughter house 01· abbatoir in the Town of Vienna shall pay for t h e 
privilege an annual license tax of twenty-five ($. 25) cents for each on e hundred 
($ 100. 00) dollars of the gross receipts, as hereinbefore defined, during the 
preceding fiscal or calendar year; provided any person commencing busi ness 
after the beginning of t h e lic ense tax year, as hereinbefore defined, s hall pay 
for the privilege a license tax of twenty-five ($. 25) cents for each one hundred 
($100. 00) dollars of anticipated gross recei pts, for the remaining portion of 
the license tax year. 

4 - 50 Loan .Agencies. --Every small loan company embraced in Title 6 section 6-2 79, 
Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, s hall pay an annual license tax of two 
hundred ($200. 00) dollars, which tax shall not be prorated. 

4-51 Money lenders. --Every person conducting or engaging in any of the follow:ing 
money l ena1ng occupations, businesses, or trades shall pay for the privilege 
an annual lic ense tax of twenty ($. 20) cents for each one hundred ($1 00 . 00) 
dollars of gross receipts, as hereinbefore defined, on the business during the 
preceding fiscal or calendar year; the minimum license tax per annum shall 
be twenty-five ($25. 00) dollars. This section shall not apply to banks, small 
loan companies as defined in Title 6 , Chapter 8, Code of Virginia 1950, as 
amended, and loan associati ons . 

.A money lender 

.An industrial loan company 
.A l oan or mortgage co1npany 
.A loan or mortgage broker 

.A factor 
Financing accounts receivable 
Inventory financing 
Installment financing 
Chattel mortgage financing 
Consumer sales 
Buying installment receivabl es 
Other money lenders 

4-52 Rentin b Owner of houses, a artments, or commercial establishments. --Every 
person who, as principal, shall engage in the business of renting iouses, 
apartments, or commercial property in the Town shall pay for the privilege of 
doing business an annual license tax of fifteen ($. 15) cents on each one hundred 
($100, 00} dollars of gross receipts from the rental of all commercial 
establishments, apartment units , or dwelling units during the preceding fiscal 
or calendar year. Persons engaged in the business of renting houses or 
apartments, or both, shall not be affected by, or come within the provisions of 
this section unless such person is engaged in the business of renting in excess 
of two (2 } separate dwelling units. The minimmn annual license tax shall be 
ten ($ 10. 00} dollars. 
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Sec, 4-52 (cont.) 
The business of renting houses and apartments as used in this section 

shall be construed to mean the rental of a building or portion thereof designed 
exclusively for residential occupancy, including one (1) family, two (2) family, 
and multiple family dwellings, but not including hotels, boardinghouses, and 
rooming houses . 

The words "dwelling unit" are defined to mean one ( 1) or more rooms 
in a dwelling house or apartment designed for occupancy by one (1) family for 
living purposes and having cooking facilities. 
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Chapter l 

General Provisions 

Sec. 

5 - 1 Definitions . 
5-2 ~eserved £or future use. 

5-1 Definitions , 

Adultery. Any person, being married, who voluntarily shall have sexual 
intercourse with any person not his or her spouse shall be deemed 
guilty of adultery. 

Animal. The word "animal" as used in this Title shall be construed to 
include birds and fowl. 

Bawdy place. Any place within or without any structure or building which 
is used or ls to be used for lewdness, assignation, or prostit·ution; 
and the term shall include, but not be limited to, every house of 
prostitution, .house of ill-fame, bawdy house, house of assignation, and 
brothel. 

Fornication, Any person, not being married, who voluntarily shall have 
sexual intercourse with any other person shall be deemed guilty of 
fornication, 

Loiter. To remain idle or stand around, wander or saunter, stroll, 
play in or upon or lag behind without legitimate or lawful reason, 

Misdemeanor. Offens·es are either felonies or misdemeanors. Such 
off ens es as are punishable by death or confinement in the penitentiary 
are felonies; all other offenses are misdemeanors,· Violations of the 
Code of Vienna are misdemeanors. · 

* Obscene, The word 11obscenett a ·s used in this Title shall mean that which, 
wlien considered as a whole .• h'as as its dominant theme or purpose an 
appeal to prurient interesta that is, a shameful. or morbid interest in 
nudity, sex, or excretion,.and/o:r g-o:ing substantially beyond customary 
limits of candor in d·escription o:r rep:resentation of such matters. 

Place open to the public. .Any privately-owned place of business carried 
on for prof':h or any place of a:r:nusem.ent or entertainment to which the 
public is invited. 

Prostitution, Any person who. :for money or its equivalent, commits 
adultery or Iornication o·r offers to conunit adultery or fornication and 
thereafter does any substantial act in furtherance thereof, shall be 
guilty of being a prostitute or of prostitution. 

Public place. Any public street, highway, road, alley, park, playground, 
dock, pubfic building, public facilities, or vacant lot. 

5-2 Reserved for future use. 
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Chapter Z 

Offenses .Against Morality and Decency 

.Adultery and fornication. 
Appearing in public while intoxicated. 
Cruelty to animals, 
Fighting cocks, dogs, etc. 
Indecent exposure or language. 
Lewd and lascivious cohabitation. 
Obscene and indecent figures or words, 
Obscene or profane language over the telephone, 
Obscene pictures and literature. 
Prostitution residing in or frequenting house of ill-fame, 
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Adulter~ and fornicatioJ,?-. --If any person commit adultery or fornication, he or 
slie sfla 1 tie punished Sy a fine of not less than twenty ($ZO. 00) dollars nor more 
than one hundred ($100. 00) dollars, 1£ he or she commit adultery or fornication 
with any person whom he or she is forbidden by law to marry, such person shall 
be punished by ·a fine not exceeding five hundred ($500. 00) dollars or by 
imprisonment in jail not exceeding twelve (12) months, or by both such fine and 
imprisonment, 

Nothing in this section is intended to contravene the provisions of Sec, 18, 1-191, 
Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, 

5-4 Drunkenness or rofane swearin • --If any person arrived at the age of 
iscretlon pro ane y curse or swear or get or be drunk in public he shall be 

taken into custody until sober, and shall be fined not more than ten ($10. 00) 
dollars. 

If any person shall b ·e convicted for being drunk in public three (3) times within 
one year, upon the third or any subsequent conviction for such offense within 
the period of one (1) year, such person may be punished by imprisonment in 
jail for not more than six. (6) months or by a fine of not more than twenty-five 
($ZS. 00) dollars, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

5-5 Cruelty to animals, --It shall be unlawful for any person to 
0 
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(1) override, overload, overdrive, torture, illtreat, or cruelly or 
unnecessarily beat, maim, multilate, or kill any animal, whether belonging to 
himself or another, or deprive any animal of necessary sustenance, food, or 
drink, or cause any of the above things, or being the owner of such animal 
permit such to be done by another, or 

(Z) wilfully set on foot, instigate, engage in, or in any way further any 
act of cruelty to any animal, or 

(3) carry or cause to be carried in or upcfu any vehicle or vessel or 
otherwise any animal in a cruel, brutal, or inhuman manner, so as to produce 
torture or unnecessary suffering; but nothing in this section shall be construed 
to prohibit the dehorning of cattle, 

Fighting cocks, do~s, etc, --If any person engage in the fighting of cocks, dogs, 
or other ani mals, or money, prize, or any thing of value, or upon the result 
of which any money or other thing of value is bet or wagered, or to which an 
admission fee is charged, directly or indirectly, . or for any championship, he 
shall be fined not less than one hundred ($100, 00) dollars nor more than five 
hundred ($500, 00) dollars for each offense, 

Indecent ·exposure or language, --It shall be unlawful for any person to expose his 
person mdecentiy, or to procure another to so expose himself, or to act 
ind~cently, or to use indecent language in any street or public place in the Town, 
or many place where others are present, 

Nothing in this section is intended to contravene the provis ions of Sec, 18, l-Zl4, 
Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended. 
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5-8 Lewd' and lasciVious· cohabit'ation. --If any persons, ·not married to each other, 
lewdly and lasc!viously associate and cohabit together, or., whether married 
or not, be guilty of open and gross lewdness, they shall be fined not less than 
fifty ($50. 00) dollars nor more than five hundred ($500. 00) dollars, and, upon a 
repetition of the offense, and conviction thereof, they may also be confined in 
jail not less than six (6) months nor more than twelve (12) months. 

5-9 Obscene ·a'nd indecent fi ur·e·s or words. --It shall be unlawful to draw an indecent 
1gure or write v gar or o scene wor s upon any house, wall, pavement, fence, 

or upon any public place within the Town. The penalty for each violation of 
this ordinance shall be a fine of not less than five ($5. 00) dollars nor more than 
one hundred ($100. 00) dollars. 

5-10 'Obscene 'o'r' · rofarie lan· ua . e over the t'ele . hone~ --It shall be unlawful for any 
person to use v gar, pro ane, or in ecent anguage over any telephone in the 
Town. Any person violating this section shall be punished by a fine of not more 
than one hundred ($100. 00) dollars. 

5-11 ·obscene 'p1ctures ·and literature. --It shall be unlawful for any person to display 
or s efl any o6scene ltem k tlie Town. 

5-12 
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Chapter 3 

Offens'es· Ag'a ihst the Peace 

Abusive language. 
Air guns , slings hots, etc. 
Concealed weapons. 
Disorderly conduct. 
Disturbance of public assemblies. 
Firearms -discharge. 
Loitering. 
Noises. 
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'Abusive language. --It shall be unlawful for any person in the Town, in the 
presence or .liearing of another, to curse or abuse such other person, or use 
any violent abusive language to such person concerning himself or any of his 
relations, or otherwise use such language, under circumstances reasonably 
calculated to provoke a breach of the p eace, .Any person convicted of violating 
this section shall b e fined not less than two and 50/100 ($2. 50) dollars nor 
more than five hundred ($500. 00) dollars, 

.Air-gWis, · sling'shots~ ·efc . --No person shall use any instrument for projecting 
missiles likely to C!o injury to persons or property, such as an airgun, BB 
gun, slingshot, grit shooter, bow and arrow, etc., in the Town, 

'Cori.c eale'd we·a·po'ris. --Except as authorized by law, it shall be unlawful for 
any person to carry about his p e rson, hidden from common observation, any 
pistol, dirk, bowie knife, switch-blade knife, razor, slingshot, m etal 
knucks, or any weapon of like kind. .Any person violating this section, upon 
conviction, shall be fined not l es s than twenty ($20 , 00) dollars nor more than 
one hundred ($100. 00) dollars, and may, in addition thereto, be confined in 
jail for a period of not more than twelve (12) months. The weapon shall be 
forfeited to the Town. 

'Dis'o'r'de'rl t conduct. --It shall be unlawful for any person in the Town to behave 
in a riotous or d:isorderly manner, or to commit any act which tends to disturb 
the peace or order of the Tow n. 

Disturbance of public assemblies. --It shall be unlawful for any p e rson in the 
Town whfully to interrupt any assembly, meeting for the worship of God, or 
other meeting of persons lawfully assembled in any public building or place, 
or to disturb the same. 0 

Firearms - discharge. --It shall be unlawful for any person in the·.Town to fire 
or discharge any gun, · pistol, or other firearms except in a shooting gallery 
constructed and operated in accordance with the regulations of the National 
Rifleman's .Association. Provided, that this s ection shall not apply to any law 
enforcement officer in the performance of his official duties nor to an y other 
person whos e said wilful act is otherwise justifiable or excusable at law in the 
protection of his life or property, or is otherwise specifically authorized by 
law . · 

Loitering. --Every person who loiter~ -~-1.1-__ o;r ~b_out any public street or other 

public place or any place open to the public in the Town of Vienna, Virginia, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Noises, --The creation and continuation of any loud, disturbing, and 
unnecessary noises in the Town is hereby prohibited, 
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Chapter 4 

Offenses Against the Person and Property 

Advertising matter-attaching to poles or trees. 
Ass a ult and battery. 
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Buying, etc. certain secondhand materials; intent; possession. 
Concealment of merchandise on premises of store. 
Defrauding garage keeper. 
Defrauding hotels, boarding houses, etc. 
Destroying or damaging property. 
Exemption from civil liability in connection with arrest of suspected 

person. 
Hired animals and vehicles. 
Interference with fire apparatus. 
Interference with telephone, telegraph, telecasting, or lighting equipment. 
Maintaining a nuisance. 
Peeping or spying into structure occupied as dwelling. 
Petit larceny. 
Protection of homing pigeons . 
Pulling down fences or leaving open gates. 
Trespass. 
Unauthorized fill material. 
Waterworks and sewage disposal plant, inJury, etc. 
Wells, pits, and abandoned refrigerators. 

(For driving while under the infl. uence of alcohol or drugs; Penalty; 
subsequent offense; prior conviction; Same; forfeiture of driver's license; 
suspension of sentence; and Driving after forfeiture of license; - See 
sections 8-36, 8-40, 8-41, 8-42,) 

4-\dvertising matter-attaching to poles or trees. --It shall be unlawful. for any 
person to tack or otherwise attach any adverdsing matter or other substance 
to any telephone, telegraph, or electric transmission pole or tree within the 
Town. -:, ' 

.Assault and battery. --Any person who attempts or offers with unlawful. force 
or vfolence to do bodily harm to another person, whether or not the attempt 
or offer is consummated, is guilty of assault, 

.Any person who unlawfully and intentionally, or with culpable negligence, 
applies force to the person of another by a material agency, used directly or 
indirect! y, is guilty of a battery. 

0 

This section does not contemplate a felonious employment of a dangerous 
weapon or the infliction of grievous bodily harm, 

Bu ' in , etc., certain secondhand materials; intent; ossession. --If any person 
uy or receive s econ n grate baskets, eys, el s an be ixtures, water 

fixtures, gas fixtures, water pipes, gas pipes, or any part of such fixtures or 
pipes with .intent to defraud, he shall be confined in jail not less than one (1) 
month nor more than six (6) months. Possession of any such secondhand 
baskets, keys, bells and bell fixtures, water fixtures, gas fixtures , water 
pipes, gas pipes, or any part of such fixtures. or pipes if bought or received 
from any person other than the manufacturer thereof or his authorized agent 
or the owner the reof shall b e prima facie evidence of such intent. 

Concealment of merchandise on remises of store. --It shall b e unlawful. 
or any person, wit out aut ority, wilfully to conceal goods or merchandise 

of any store, while still upon the premises of such store. 
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Defrauding garage keeper, --Whoever stores a motor vehicle with any 
person, firm, or corporation engaged in the business of conducting a garage 
for the storage of motor vehicles and furnishing supplies to motor vehicles 
and obtain.s supplies for such motor vehicle, without having an express 
agreement for credit, or procures storage or supplies on account of such 
motor vehicle so stored, without paying therefore, and with the intent to cheat 
or defraud the owner or keeper of such garage; or with such intent obtains 
credit at such garage for such storage or supplies through any misrepresenta
tion or false statement; or with such intent r emoves or causes to be removed 
any such motor vehicle from any such garage while there is a lieu existing 
thereon for the proper charges due from him for storage or supplies 
furnished thereon, shall be punished by a fine of not exceeding one hundred 
($100, 00) dollars or imprisonment in jail for not exceeding three (3) months, 
or both. 

hotels, motels, boardin houses, etc, --Whoever puts up at a 
otel, motel, or boarding house or obtains food from a restaurant or other 

eating house and, without having an express agreement for credit, procures 
food , entertainment, or accommodation without paying therefore and with 
intent to cheat or defraud the owner or keeper of such hotel, motel, boarding
hous e, restaurant, or other eating house out of the pay for the same; or with 
intent to cheat or defraµd such owner or keeper out of pay therefore obtains 
credit at a hotel, motel, boardinghouse, restaurant, or other eating house 
for such food, entertainment, or accommodation by means of any false show 
of baggage or effects brought thereto; or with such intent obtains credit at a 
hotel, motel, boardinghouse, restaurant, or other eating house for such 
food, entertainment, or accommodation through any misrepresentation or 
false statement; or with such intent remove s or causes to be removed any 
baggage or effects from a hotel, motel, boardinghouse, restaurant, or other 
eating house while there is a lieu existing thereon for the proper charges due 
from him for fare and board furnished therein, shall be punished by imprison
ment not exceeding three (3) months or by fine not exceeding one hundred 
($100, 00) dollars either or both, 

Destroying or damaging property. --The unlawful taking, carrying away, 
defacing, disfiguring, cutting, marking, breaking, or otherwise injuring or 
destroying in part or whole of any property belonging to another, real or 
personal, public or private, including but not limited to trees and shrubbery 
owned by the Town of Vienna, by any person, corporation, partnership, or 
association, is prohibited, 

Exem tion from civil liabilit in connection with arrest of sus ected erson. --
merchant, agent, or employee of the merchant, who causes the arrest of 

any person pursuant to the pi;ovisions of Sec, 5-24 shall not be held civilly 
liable for unlawful detention, slander, malicious prosecution, false 
imprisonment, false arres.t, or assault and battery of the person so arrested, 
whether such arrest takes place upon the premises of the merchant, or after 
close pursuit from such premises by such merchant, his agent or employee, 
provided that, in causing the arrest of such person, the merchant, agent, or 
employee of the merchant had at the time of such arrest probable cause to 
believe that the person committed wilful concealment of goods or merchandise, 

5-29 Hired animals and vehitles. --If any person after having rented or leased from 
any otlier person an animal, aircraft, vehicle, boat, or vessel shall wilfully 
injure or damage the same, by hard or reckless driving or using, or by using 
the same in violation of any statute of this State, or allow or permit any other 

---·~ers~n so to do, or hire. the same to any other person without consent of 
the bailer, he shall be fined not less than ten ($10. 00) dollars nor more than 
fifty ($50, 00) dollars, 

If any person procure any such animal, aircraft, vehicle, boat, or vessel by 
fraud or by misrepresenting himself as some other person or with j,ntent to 
cheat or defraud such other person, he shall be punished by a fine of not less 
than twenty-five ($25, 00) dollars nor more than five hundred ($500, 00) dollars, 
or by imprisonment for not less than ten (10) days nor more tha;i one (~) year, 
or both, The failure to pay the r ental for or damage to s uch animal, aircraft, 
vehicle, boat, or vessel, or absconding without pay ing such ~ental or d17mage, 
shall be prima facie eviden.ce of the intent to defraud at the time of renting or 
leasing such animal, aircraft, vehicle , boat or vessel. 
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ll).terference with fire apparatus. --It shall be unlawful for any person or 
persons to interfere or tamper with fire fighting e quipment owned and 
maintained by any individual, firm, or corporatio n within the Town of Vienna, 
and anyone so doing shall upon conviction b e fined ten ($10. 00) dollars for each 
offense. 

Interference or tampering with telephone, telegraph, telecasting, or lighting 
equipment, --It shall b e unlawful for any p e rson wilfully or maliciously to 
inteif'ere with, or in any way tampe r with, any telephone, or t elegraph wire 
or othe r material or prope rty of any telephone, telegraph, or telecasting 
company, or with any of the lights, electric wires, or other apparatus or 
property used in the lighting of the Town. 

Maintaining a nuisance. --It shall be unlawful for any person to create or 
malntain within the Town anything which is deemed a nuisance under common 
law or the statutes of Virginia. The penalty for each v iolation of this 
ordinance shall be a fine of not less than five ($5. 00) dollars nor more than 
one hundred ($100, 00) dollars and the Court may, in addition to such fine , 
order the nuisance to be abated or removed, prescribing the time within which 
such order shall be executed, Should the nuisance not be abated or removed 
in accordance with the Court' s order, the offending p e rson shall be fined 
five ($5. 00) dollars p e r day for each day that such nuisance shall thereafter 
continue, and the Court may c a use such nuisance to be abated or removed at 
the cost of the offending person. 

(For houses of prostitution, etc. as nuisance, see Sec, 48-7 , Code of 
Virginia, 1950, as amended. ) 

Pee in or s in into structure occu ied as dwellin • --It shall be unlawful 
or any person unlawfully to enter upon the property of another, in the night 

time, and secretly or furtively peep through or attempt to so peep, into, 
through, or spy through, a window, door, or other aperture of any building, 
structure, or other enclosure of any nature occupied or intended for 
occupancy as a dwelling, whether or not such building, structure, or enclosure 
be permanently situated or transportable and whether or not such occupancy 
b e permanent or temporary, ' 

Petit larceny defined; how punished, --Any person who: (1) commits larceny 
lrom the p e rson o1 another of money or other thing of value of less than five 
($5. 00) cfbllars, or (2) commits simple larceny not from the p e rson of 
another of goods and chattel s of the value of less than fifty ($50. 00) dollars , 
shall be deemed guilty of petit l arceny , and shall be punished by confinement 
in jail for not less than ten (10) days nor more than twelve (12) months or by a 
fine of not l ess than five ($5. 00) dollars nor more than one hundred ($100. 00) 
dollars, or both, 

(As to punis hment when person has been sentenced before for like 
offense, and for third offense, see Sec, 19. 1-293, Code of Virginia, 1950, 
as amended,) · 

·Protecti6n of homing pige ons. --It sh.all be unlawful for any person at any 
hme or in any manner f o hunt, pursue. take, capture , wound, maim, 
disfigure, or kill any homing pigeon of another person, or to make use of any 
pit or pit{all, scaffold, cage, snare, trap, net, baited hook, or similar device, 
or drug, poison, chemical, or explosive, for the purpose of injuring, 
capturing, or killing any such homing pigeon. Any person violating a:p.y of the 
foregoing provisions s hall be guilty of a misdem eanor, 

Pulling down fenc es or l eaving o en ates. - -If any p e r son, without the 
permission o t e owner, p own t e ence of another and l eave the same 
down, or , without permission, open and leave open the gate of a.nother, or 
any gate across a public road established by order of court, 01· i f any person 
other than the owner or owners of the lands t hrough which a line of railroad 
runs open and l eave open a gate at any public or p rivat e crossing of the right 
of way of a railroad, h e shall be fined not l ess than five ($5. 00) dollars nor 
more than twenty ($20. 00) dolla rs, 
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Trespass . --It shall be unlawful for a n y person without authority of law 
or without p ermission of the owner, l essee , custodian, or other p e rson 
lawfully in charge or pos s ess i on of land, to go upon or r emain upon or cross 
over the lands or premises of another. Any p erson viol a ting this section shall 
be punished by a fine of not mor e than twenty-five ($25 . 00} dollars. This 
section ·shall not be construed to affect in any way the provis ions of Secs. 
29-165 through 171, Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended. 

Unauthorized fill m a t eri a l. --It s hall b e prohibited to us e materials such as 
tree stumps, brusli,' prunings, lumber, or other undecompos ed organic 
matter or scrap metal or scrap paper or other mat erial s definable as trash, 
garbage, or undecompos ed was t e material for fill material in any place other 
than officially d esignated sanitary fills. 

It is the intent of this p rovision of this Title to pre:yent the us e of such 
materials in fills (othe r than officially designated sanitary fills} as may 
subsequently rot, d ecay, rust , or otherwise decompose and result in 
abnormal settling or cave-ins or inay prevent the timely us e of lands thus 
filled or may r esult in eventual hazard to health, life, limb , or property. 

Any pe rson w ho violates this provision of this Title shall be liable for 
the removal and disposal of t he pro hib ited fill material and prope r refilling, 
or the cost the reof, in addition to a fine of not less than one hundred ($100. 00} 
dollars nor more than five hundred ($500. 00) dollars. 

Waterworks and sewage disposal plant, injury, etc. --No person shall injure 
or deface the sewage disposal plant, pump station, or any hous e , wall, 
stopcock, fireplug, or any other fixture connected with or pertaining to the 
sewage plant or waterworks, or, without l awful authority, climb over or get 
through the enclosure around such plant and waterworks, or place any building 
material or other thing on t h e s topcock or othe r fixture of a str eet water main 
or other service pipe so as to obstruct access thereto, or remove or injure 
any pipe, fire plug, hydrant, or stopcock, or us e water from the waterworks 
for any other purpose for which he has neither paid nor obtained permission. 

Wells, its, and abandoned refri erators. --(1} No owner, operator, 
proprietor, superintendent , or con uctor of any sawmill or other manufacturing 
plant, or any other person who has caused to be dug on his own land or the 
land of another any well or pit for the use of such sawmill, plant , or person 
shall maintain, or permit to exist , any abandoned well, hole, or other 
dangerous c avity in· the earth, d anger ous to huma n b eings, animals, or fowls, 
or any abandoned ice box, refrigerator, or other self-locking device of more 
than two cubic f eet of clear space w hich is airtight. 

Upon dis covery of t h e existence of any such condit ion, the public 
authority shall notify the owner or occupant in writing, who thereupon shall 
abate abandoned w ells, holes, or other d angerous earth cavities by filling 
with gravel , sanitary fill, or covering s ame with a suitable concrete cover; 
small pipe wells may be covered with a suitable metal c ap; abandoned 
refrigerators or othe r s elf-locking devices may be abated by placing same in a 
locked place or compartment in s uch a manner as to exclude the general 
public, or by removing the door or hinges or destroying the locking device. 

Should any such condition exist on abandoned property, the owner of 
which cannot be located, the same s hall b e abated by the public authority in 
the same manner as indicated above, and the .reasonable cost ther eof chaxged 

and collected against the property in the same manner as t axes are now 
collected, 

Every day of continuance o f such offense, after due notification b y the 
·pub l ic authority, shall constitute a separ ate offense. 
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Chapter 5 

Offenses against Public Justice and Public Policy 

Article 1 

Offenses against Public Jus tice 

False entries or destruction of records by officers, 
Obstructing justice by threats or force. 
Simulation of warrants, process es , writs, and notices, 
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Theft or destruction of public records by others than officers. 
Unlawful wearing of officer's uniforms, 

Article 2 

Offenses against Public Policy 

Begging, 
Billiard parlors, skating rinks, bowling alleys, etc, 
Carnivals, circuses, etc,, permit required. 
False fire alarms, 
False publications. 
False reports to police officers. 
Gambling prohibited; penalty. 
(]ambling; keeping place therefore, 
Lottery tickets. 
Object~onable matter in streets, 
Obstructing streets. 
Punchboards, slot machines, etc, 
Unsanitary conditions prohibited, 
Vagrants. 

Article 1 

False entries or destruction of records b officers, --If a clerk of the court 
or other pu 1c officer · rau ently make a false entry or, erase, alter, 
secrete, or destroy any record in his keeping and b e longing to his office, he 
shall be confined in jail not exceeding one (1) year _and fined not exceeding 
one thousand ($1., 000, 00) dollars. Any person convicted under this section 
shall forfeit his office and be forever incapable of holding any office of honor, 
profi(,l or trust under the constitution of Virginia. 

Obstructin ·ustice b threats or force. --It shall be unlawful for any person, 
y t reats or orce, to attempt to 1nt1m1date or impede a judge, justice, 

witness, police officer, or an officer of the court, or any revenue officer, in 
the discharge of his duty, or to obstruct or impede the administration of 
justice in any court. 

Simulation o warrants, rocesses, writs, and notices, --Any person who, for 
t e purpose o co ecting money, s a now1ng y e 1ver, mail, send, or 
otherwise use or cause to be used any paper orovriting simulating or intended 
to simulate any warrant, process, writ, notice of execution, lien, or notice of 
motion for judgement shall, on conviction thereof, be punished by a fine of 
not less than five ($5. 00) dollars nor moz:e than fifty ($50, 00) dollars for each 

offense. 

others than officers, --If any person 
steal or rau ulently secrete or estroy a pu 1c recor or part thereof, 
he shall, if the offense be not embraced by Sec . 5-41, be confined in jail 
not exceeding one (1) year and fined not exceeding one thousand ($1, 000. 00) 
dollars. ' 

Unlawful wearing of officer's uniform, --If any p e rson, not s uch an officer 
.as fs referrea to in Section 19. l-95, Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, 
shall wear any such uniform as is designated pursuant to the provisions of such 
section, h e s hall be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred ($500. 00) 
dollars, or confinement in jail for a term not exceeding twelve (12) months, 
or by both such fine and imprisonment, 

Article 2 

Begging. --It shall be unlawful for any person to beg on the streets of the 
Town. 
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Billiard arlors, s katin rinks, bowling alle s, etc. - -.All billiard parlors, 
s ating rinks, bowling alleys, and ot er similar p aces of amusement in the 
Town may be operated only between the hours of 8:00 .A. M, and 12:00 midnight 
on week days . 

No gambling, betting, dr.inking, profane language, or any disorderly 
conduct whatsoever shall be allowed in any room in which pool or billiard 
tables are kept, or in other similar places of amusement in the Town, 

Pool or billiard tables shall be kept in one room opening on a public 
street, with glass doors and windows and no partitions or screens, and with 
no other room entering thereinto, 

It shall be unlawful for any person under the age of e ighteen years to 
frequent, play, or loiter in any poolroom or billiard parlor in the Town, or 
for the proprietor thereof or his agent to permit such person to frequent, play, 
or loiter therein, 

Carnivals, circuses, etc., uired, --No carnival, circus, or tent 
s ow of any in shall e e d int e own without the permission of the 
Council so to do, in addition to the payment of all license taxes . 

False fire alarms, --If any person shall be found guilty of giving or raising a 
la!se alarm ol fare with~n the Town he shall be fined not less than ten ($10, 00) 
dollars nor more than twenty-five ($25. 00) dollars for each offense, 

False publications, --It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly and 
willully to state, deliver, or transmit by any means whatever to any publisher, 
or employee of a publisher, to any newspaper, magazine, or other publication, 
any false and untrue statement concerning any person or corporation, with 
intent that the same shall be published. 

· False re orts to police officers, --It .shall be unlawful for any person 
nowing y to give a alse report as to the commission of any offense to any 

law enforcement official with intent to mislead. 

Gambling ~rohibited; penalty. --Any person who shall bet, wager , or play at 
any game or money or other thing of value shall be fined not exceeding one 
hundred ($100. 00) dollars or confined in jail not exceeding sixty (60) days, or 
both, 

Gamblin~; keeping place therefore.--No person shall keep or maintain any 
room, s ed, tenement, or building or any part thereof in which games of 
cards or of chance shall be played for money or anything to be cashed in as 
money, 

'Lottery tickets . --It shall be unlawful for any person to take part in or 
participate in any way in any lottery or raffle for money or other thing of 
value, or to sell or buy any chance or ticket in a lottery, or any writing, 
certificate, bill, token, oi other d·evice purporting or intended to guarantee 
or assure to any person, or entitle him to a prize, or any thing of value, or 
share of or interest in a prize or any thing of value, to be drawn in a lottery 
or other scheme of chance, or for himself or another person to buy, sell, or 
transfer, or have in his possession for the purpose of sale or with intent ·t .o 
exchange negotiate, or transfer, or aid in selling, exchanging, negotiating, 
or transferring, a chance or ticket in or share of a ticket in a lottery, or any 
such writip.g, certificate, bill, token, or device. 

Objectionable matter in streets. - - It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, 
or corporation to throw or place dirt, ashes, ·stone, wood, or any other 
material upon any street within the Town; provided, however, that the penalty 
for violation of this section shall not be imposed upon persons, firms, or 
corporations placing building materials upon a street, in connection with 
construction work, after having obtained a permit from the Town Sergeant 
to place such materials upon the street for a limited period of time and having 
placed such materials in the space designated and manner directed by the said 
Sergeant, and having not permitted the same to remain there longer than the 
limited period stipulated in the permit, The penalty for each violation of this 
section shall be a fine of not less than five ($5 . 00) dolla:r's nor more than 
twenty-five ($25. 00) dollars. 
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')bstructing streets. --Any person, firm, or corporation placing or causing 
• 6e placed, or l e aving any obstruction of any kind upon any stre et, alley, or 

s idewalk in the Town in the nighttime shall cause a red light to be placed on 
such obstruction, which red light shall be kept burning from sunset to sunrise. 
The penalty for each violation of this section shall be a fine of not less than 
five ($5. 00) dollars nor more than twenty-five ($25. 00) dollars. 

Punch boards, slot machines, etc; --It shall be unlawful for any p e rson to: 

(a) Keep or exhibit for sale or use, or be concerned in interest in 
keeping or exhibiting for sale or use any (1) punch board or s imilar device of 
any kind or description, (2) slot machine or similar device of any kind or 
character, or (3) other device that operates on the nickel-in-the-slot 
principle, in the operation of which any element of chance whatever may enter, 
or through and from which it may be possible for one person to get any article 
of more value than that which any other person could or would get, . or through 
and from which the articl e or thing vended is not the fair equivale nt in value 
to the coin required to operate the machine or devic e ; or 

(b) Permit any such punch board, slot machine, or similar device 
to be kept or exhibite d for sale or use in his place of business or in any other 
place in the Town, and such punch board, slot machine, or other device shall 
be deemed a gaming apparatus and shall be embraced within the provisions of 
Sections 19. 1-84, 19. 1-86, and 19. 1-87, of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as 
amended, insofar as such sections relate to gaming apparatus. 

The poss.ession of any such punch board, slot machine, or other device 
shall be prima facie evidence of the exhibition for sale or use thereof, Any 
slot machine or device that operates on the nickel-in-the-slot principle and 
which does not uniformly return to the customer in each transaction the 
equivalent in, value and kind of merchandise unaccompanie d by coins, trade 
checks, or other items of monetary value that it returne d in each preceding 
transaction shall be deemed to embody the element of chance within the 
meaning of this section, even though such machine or device be so constructed 
·as to indicate in advance of each transaction that it will dispense upon the 
deposit of the next coin or slug, 

Unsanitary conditions prohibited. --It shall be unlawful for any person, firm,. 
or corpor..ation to perm!t any noxious, unsanitary, or offensive matter, 
stagnant water, or other substance which is or might be injurious to the 
public health, to be or remain on his or its property or in his or its possession 
or control. The penalty for each violation of this s ection shall be a fine of 
not less than five ($5. 00) dollars nor more than twenty-five ($25. 00) dollars. 

Vagrants . --The following persons shall be deemed vagrants: 

(a) .All persons who shall unlawfully return to this Town after having 
been legally removed. 

{b) All persons who, not having the wherewithal to maintain themselves 
and their families, live idly and without employm.ent, and refuse to work for 
the usual and common wages giv en to other laborers in like work in the Town. 

(c) Persons wandering or strolling about in idlen e ss who are able to 
work and have no property to support them. 

(d) Persons leading an idle, immoral, or .profligate life, who have no 
property to support them, and who are able to work and do not. 

(e) .All able-bodied persons found begging for a living, or who quit 
their homes and leave their wives or children· without the means of 
subsistence. 

(f) All persons who shall come from any place from without this Town, 
who shall be found loitering and residing herein, and shall follow no labor, 
trade, occupation, or business, and have no visible ·means of subsistence, 
and can give no reasonable account of themselves or their business, 

(g) All persons having a fixed abode who have no ':'isible property to 
support them, and who live by stealing or by trading or barte ring stolen 
property. 
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(h) All persons who are able to work and do not work, but hire out· 
their minor children and live upon their wages 

(i) All persons who have no visible income lawfully acquired and who 
consort with idlers, gamblers, bootleggers, prostitutes, narcotic us ers, 
narcotic vendors, persons engaged in the operation of any disorderly house 
or illegal enterprise of any kind, or persons having the reputation of any of 
the above named. 

It shall be the duty of the police and other Town officials to give 
information, under oath, to any officer empowered by law to issue criminal 
warrants, of all vagrants within their knowledge or persons whom they have 
good reason to suspect of being vagrants. Thereupon, or upon the complaint 
of any person upon oa~h, the officer shall issue a warrant for the arrest of 
the person alleged to be a vagrant, and he shall be brought before the proper 
person for trial. Upon conviction, he shall be punished by confinement in 
jail for not more than ;ilinety (90) days, and, upon conviction of a second 
offense, shall be confined in jail not more than six (6) months; or, in the 
discretion of the court, rriay be permitted to leave the Town, and such sentence 
suspended for such time as such vagrant shall not return to the Town; but the 
court before which the case may be tried may permit such person so convicted 
to give bond, with sufficient security, in an amount not exceeding five 
hundred ($500. 00) dollars nor less than one hundred ($100. 00) dollars, 
conditioned upon his future industry and good conduct for one (1) year. Upon 
giving such bond, such person shall be set at liberty without undergoing the 
punishment imposed by his conviction. It shall b e sufficient defense to the 
charge of vagrancy unde.r this section that the defendant has made reasonable 
bona fide efforts to obtain employment at reasonable prices for his labor and 
has failed to obtain same. 
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TITLE 6 

FIRE PROTECTION 

Chapter I 

General Prpvisions 

Definitions. 
Authority to ente r premises, 
Dangerous conditions to be r ,emedied, 
Inspections , investi gations, orders, and reports . 
Inspection of public buildings. 
Inspection upon complaint. 
Investigation of origin and circumstances of fires; reports, 
Orders, compliance w ith. 
Orders, s ervice and effect of. 
Smoking. 
Inspection of fire hydrants. 
Supplementary requirements. 
Penalties for v iolations . 
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Definitions. --As used .in this Title, unless a different meaning or 
construction is clearly required by the context, 

(a) "Fire Marshal" means the Town Fire Marshal for the Town of 
Vienna, Virginia, provided for by this Title, 

(b) "Public building" means and includes any building or structure, 
permanent or t emporary, which is used or occupied or to be used or occupied, 
by ten (IO) or more p ersons who are employed, lodged, hous ed, assembled, 
served, entertained, or instructed therein, and, without limiting the foregoing, 
includes hotels, motels, schools and colleges, nursing or r est homes , 
hospitals of all kinds, asylums, mercantile establishments, office buildings, 
apartment hous es, theatres, restaurants, auditoriums , stadiums, 
gymnasiums, armories, dance halls, factories, work shops, garages 
maintained for the purpose of servicing or repair of motor vehicles, lodges, 
meeting rooms, manufacturing and processing establishments, and all other 
buildings and structures of same or similar character or of same or similar 
use, including buildings owned and occupied by the Town Government of 
Vienna, Virginia , including any division or department of the said Government. 

(c) "Approved waste burner" means a burner or incinerator which 
shall be constructed of masonry, metal, or other non-combustible material. 
Ventilator opening shall not b e greater than one (I) inch, gre atest dimension 
unless gaffl.ed so as to prevent the discharge of live sparks. 

6-Z Authority to enter premi ses . --The Fire Marshal may, at all reasonable 
hours, enter any. '6uilding or premises, except one -family dw ellings, for the 
purpose of making any inspection which under any provision of this Title is 
necessary. 

6-3 Dangerous conditions to b e remedied. --Whenever and wherever such 
inspection shall disclose in any public buildin'g or upon any permises, 
combustible material or explosive matter or accumulation of rubbish, waste 
paper, boxes, or other highly flammable materials which are so s ituated as 
to endanger property or which create or tend to create an undue fire hazard, 
or shall find obstructions to or on fire escapes, stairs, s t eps, passageways, 
exitways, doors, or windows, likely to interfere with the operations of the 
fire department or which would impede or interfere with the egr ess of 
occupants in case of fire, the Fire Marshal shall order such dangerous 
conditions to b e remedied or removed. 
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Inspections, investigations, orders, and reports. --The Fire Marshal shall 
inspect, as often as may be deemed necessary, all hazardous manufacturing 
processes, storage, installation, and handling of gases, chemicals, oils, and 
other flammable material s, all interior fire alarm systems , standpipes, and 
automatic sprinkler systems for the purpose of asoertaining and causing to 
be corrected any conditions likely to cause fir e , or any violation of any 
provision of this Title. 

·rnspectiOn of public buildings. --The Fire Marshal shall inspect, as often as 
may be deemed necessary, ail public buildings and the premises of such 
buildings, except the interior of one-family dwellings, for the purpose of 
ascertaining and causing to be corrected any conditions likely to cause fire, 
or any violation of any provision of this Title. 

Inspection upon complaint. --The Fire Marshal, upon complaint, shall 
inspect pu'bhc buildings which, for want of repairs, l ack of sufficient fire 
escapes or exits, or by reason of age or dilapidated condition, or from any 
other cause, are likely to b e fir e hazards, or to endanger occupants of such 
buildings, or which are so situated as to endanger other property or the occu
pants thereof, and whenever there shall be found in any such public buildings 
combustible or flammable materials or conditions dangerous to the safety of 
such public buildings or the occupants thereof, the Fire Marshal shall order 
such dangerous condition to be remedied or re.moved. 

·rnvesti ation of ori in and circumstances of fires; Re arts. --All fires that 
endanger or cause loss o life or loss or damage to property shall be reported 
to the Fire Marshal by the Chief or other officer of the fire department in 
charge of such fire within five (5) days after such fire occurs on such form as 
the Fire Marshal shall prescribe. So far as is possible the Chief or other 
officer of the fire d epartment in charge shall investigate and determine the 
caus·e, origin and circumstances of every such fire. I£ the circumstances of 
any such fire indicate the possibility of an incendiary origin, the Chief or 
other officer of the fire department in charge shall immediately summon the 
Fire Marshal. In such cas es the Fire Marshal shall report at the scene of the 
fire and with the Chief or other officer of the fire department in charge of such 
fire, conclude the investigation. In any such case the Fire Marshal shall 
have the power of a regular m ember of the Town Police in making arrests 
where, after such investigation, there is sufficient evidence to charge any 
person or persons with the crime of arson, or with incendiary burning of 
property under the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

Orders; compliance with. --Any order issued pursuant to the provisions of 
this Title shall rortfi:with be complied with by the owner or occupant of such 
premises; provided, however , that any such owner or occupant may within 
five (5) days from the date of service of such order, request a hearing before 
the Fire Appeals Board, which shall, w ithin thirty {30) days from the filing 
date of such appeal, hold a hearing thereon and make its determinations, and 
unless by its authority the ·order is revoked or modified, it shall remain in 
full fore e and be complied with within the time fixed in said order or within · 
such period of time as may be allowed by the Fire Appeals Board. 

Orders, service and effect ·of. --The service of orders issued in pursuance of 
any provision of thls Title may be made by the Fire Marshal upon the owner or 
occupant of the· premises by delivering a copy thereof to such owner or occu
pant personally, or by delivering such copy to any person in charge of the 
premises. In case no such person is found on the premises, service may be 
made by affixing a copy of such order upon a conspicuous part of the property 
and by depositing an additional copy in a post office addressed to such owner 
or occupant by r egistered mail at his last known address . 



6-10 

6-11 

6-lZ 

6-13 

6-14 
6-15 
6-16 
6-17 

6-14 

6-15 

.6-16 

6-17 

6-4 

Smoking, --The Fire Marshal may, by order, prohibit smoking in any 
building or establishment where in his judgment smoking is likely to endanger 
life or property. Any order so issued shall require the owner or occupant 
to post suitable signs or placards in each room, building, structure, or place 
in which such prohibition of smoking shall be enforced, All such signs shall 
read "By Order of the Fire Marshal" . 

Inspection of fire hydrants, --The Mayor shall require the Town Manager to 
establish a program tor the semiannual inspection of fire hydrants. 

Su lementary re uirements, --The Fire Prevention Code (Edition of 1956, 
as amen e , recommended by the National Board of Fire Underwriters, 
shall be deemed to be the gener ally accepted good practice for all matters not 
specifically included in or covered by this Title, and to this extent the Fire 
Marshal shall be governed by such fire prevention code in the exercise of his 
discretionary authority in carrying out the intent of any provision of this Title, 

Penalties for violations, --Any person or persons, firm, or corporation 
violating any provision of this Title , or failing to comply therewith, or who 
shall violate or fail to comply with any order or regulation made pursuant to 
any section thereof, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 
shall be punishable by a fine of not less than five ($5. 00) dollars nor more 
than three hundred ($300, 00) dollars for each offense, hnposition of a penalty 
for a violation of a section or provision of this Title shall not excuse the 
violation, or permit it to continue; such violation shall be remedied within a 
reasonable time, and when not otherwise ordered, each day that prohibited 
conditions are maintained shall constitute a separate offense, 

Chapter 2 

Fire Marshal 

Appointment and compensation. 
Oath. 
Qualifications. 
Tenure; removal, 

Appointment and com~ensation, --The office of Town Fire Marshal is hereby 
created. The Town ounch shall appoint a Fire Marshal whose powers and 
duties shall be as set forth in this Title, He shall r eceive such annual salary 
as the Town Council may allow. Until such time as a Fire Marshal is 

. appointed hereunder, the Fire Marshal of the County of Fairfax, Virginia shall 
have authority to enforce provisions of this Chapter, said authority 
terminating upon the appointment of a Fire Marshal by the Council as provided 
herein. 

Oath, --The Fire Marshal, before entering upon his duties, shall take an oath, 
before any officer authorized to administer oaths, faithfully to discharge the 
duties of such office; the certificate of the oath, with the certificate of his 
appointment, shall be returned to and preserved by the Clerk of the Town of 
Vienna. 

Qualifications . --The person chosen to fill the office of Fire Marshal shall 
be of good moral character, shall possess such executive ability as is 
required for the performance of his duties in administering and enforcing the 
provisions of this Title, and shall have such other qualifications as the Town 
Council may require, 

Tenure; removal. --The Fire Marshal shall not be appointed for a definite 
tenure but shall be removable at the pleasure of the Town Council. Jn case 
the To~n Council determines to remove the Town Fire Marshal, he shall be 
given, if he so demands, a written statement of the reasons alleged for the 
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proposed r emoval and a right to a hearing thereon at a public meeting of the 
Town Council prior to the date on which his removal shall take effect, but 
pending and during s uc h hearing the Town Council may suspend him from office, 
provide d the period of suspension does not exceed thirty (30) days. The 
action of t he Town Council in sus p ending or removing the Town Fire Marshal 
shall not be subj ect to review. 

Establishment, 
Membership. 

Chapter 3 

Fire Appeal s Board 

App ointment and compensation. 
Tenure . 
Meetings. 
Quorum, 
Duties, 
Rules and regulations for procedure, 
Appeal s. 
Wi thdrawal of app eal s. 
Minimum votes for acti on, 
Records, 
Limitations upon Board, 
Applicatio~s for hearing. 

Establishment. --There i s h ereby established a Fire Appeal s Board. 

M embers hip. --The Board shall cons ist of five (5 ) members, all of whom 
s hall. be residents of the Town of Vienna other than el ected or appointed· 
County official s . 

Appointment and comtensation. --The Board members shall be appointed by 
the '1' own Council. T ey shail receive s uch compensation as the Town Council 
may allow. 

\l'enure,°- -The five (5 ) Board member s first a ppointed shall serve, 
r espectively, for terms of: one (1) for one (1) year, one (1) for two (2 ) years , 
one (1) for three (3 ) years, one (1) for fo ur (4) years, and one (1) for five 
(5 ) years, Thereafter members shall be appointed for terms of five (5 ) years 
each, 

Meetings . --The Board shall hold a meeting i n January of each year at which 
it s hall elect one (1) of its members Chairman and one (1) Vic e -Chai rman, 
Thereafter m eetings, not to exceed two (2 ) per month, s hall be h eld when 
necessar y for the p urpose of dispos ing of bus;iei.ess properl y before the Board . 

Quoru m . --Three (3 ) members of the Board shall constitute a quorum, but a 
l esser number may meet and adjourn. 

Duties , --The Board s hall hear and decide all appeals made by application by 
any person or persons, or their agents , aggri eved or affected by any order, 
rule, regulation, requirement, decis ion, determination or refusal made b y 
the F i re Marshal. 

Rules and regulations for procedure . - - The Board shall formulate and adopt 
such rUles and regulations as may be necessary to i ns ur e orderly procedure. 

Appeal s. --Appeals shall be ~ocketed. for. hear.i~g in the or_der filed , and all 
parbes in interest shall be given notic e in writing of the : i me and pl ace of . 
hearing at least ten (1 0 ) days prior to the date set. For ~ust c~use appearmg, 
the Board may postpone hearings for a period not exceeding tlurt_Y (30 ) days, 
in which event all parties shall b e given notice in writing of the time and place 
of such postponed hearings at l east ten (10) days prior to the date set . 
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Withdrawal of appeals. --Any party filing an appeal as provided herein may 
withdraw the same ·6y written reques t prior to the date set for hearing, in 
which event the Board shall by written notic e close the docket and fix the 
time for compliance with the order of the Fire Marshal. 

Minimum votes for action, --Three (3) affirmative votes shall be required for 
any action by the Board. 

Records . --The Board shall keep minutes of its proceedings, including a 
lull record of its determinations, and showing the vote on every question, 

Limitations upon Board, --The Board shall not have power to amend this Title. 

Ap~ications for hearing. --Application for hearing before the Board may be 
ma e b y any person or persons, or their agents, aggrieved or affected by 
any order, rule, regulation, requirement, decision, dete rmination or refusal 
of the Fire Marshal. Application for such hearing shall b e made on the 
appropriate form provided by the Board and shall b e fil e d in the office of the 
Fire Marshal . 

Chapter 4 

Precautions against Fire 

Accumulation of combustible materials. 
Bonfires or other open fir es. 
Same; prohibited before 4, 00 p. m. 
Deposit of materials likely to create spontaneous ignition, 
Doors, windows, and shaftways in factories and storage buildings . 
Fire doors. 
Fires in approved waste burners. 
First-aid fire- extinguishing equipment. 
Fixed fire-extinguishing e quipment. 
Maintenance of chimneys and smokestacks. 
Removal, baling, and stacking of certain trash, waste, and 

combustible materials. 
Restrictions on heating devices and lighting systems. 
Storage of combustible packages and containers. 
Use of flammabl e materials for decoration r es tricted. 

Accumulation of combustible materials. --No person shall p e rmit to remain 
upon any roof or 1n any cour t, yard, vacant lot, or open space, any 
accumulation of waste paper, hay, grass , straw, weeds, litte r, or other 
combus tible or flammable waste or rubbish likely to be fired or whereby 
property is endangered. All weeds, grass, vines, or other growth, when 
same endangers property, or is likely to be fired, shall be cut down and 
removed by the owner or occupant of the property it i s on. 

Bonfires or other open fire s . --No p e rson shall kindle or maintain any bonfire 
or other open fire or authorize any such fire to be kindled or maintained on 
any private land unless the location of such fire is not less than fifty (50) 
feet from a ny structure and adequate provisi~n is made to prevent fire from 

spreading to within forty (40) feet of any structure, Any such fir e within 
one hundred fifty (150) feet of woodland, brushland, fi eld containing dry grass 
or other dry matter, or any material capable of spreading fire shall b e 
totally extinguished before being left unattended. 

6-33. 1 Same; prohibited b efore 4, 00 p. m. --Bonfires or other open fires which are 
otherwis e allow able under Section 6-33 are prohibited before 4 . 00 P, M. 
daily. 

6-34 Deposit bf mat erials likely to c reat e spontaneous ignition. --No p e rson shall 
aepos1f hot ashes, smolde ring coals or embers, g r easy or oily substances, 
or other materials likely to create spontaneous ignition within ten (10) fee t of 
any wooden or plaste red wall , partition, fence, floor, s idewal k , lumber , 
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or other noncombustible receptacle s. Such receptacles, unless resting on a 
noncombustible floor or on the ground outside the building, must be placed two 
(2) feet away from any combustible wall or partition, and from under any stairs, 
stairways, or fire escapes. 

Doors, windows, and shaftways in factories and storage buildings, --.All trap 
doors in any factory or storage building shall be closed at the completion of 
the business of each day, Every outside window in any such building which 
opens directly on any hoistway or other verticle means of communication 
between two (2) or more floors in such building, shall be plainly marked with 
the word "SHAFTW.AY" in red letters at least six (6) inches high on a white 
background, such warning sign to be so placed as to be easily discernible from 
the outside of the building. Every door or window opening on such shaftway 
from the interior of the building, unless the construction of the partition 
surrounding the shaftway is of such distinctive nature as to make its purpose 
evident at a glance, shall be similarly marked with the warning word 
"SHAFTW.AY" so placed as to be easily visible to any one approaching the 
shaftway from the interior of the building. 

Fire doors. --.All fire doors in public buildings shall be kept in pl'"oper working 
conditions at all times. Self-closing and automatic fire doors required by the 
Virginia Fire Hazard Law (Title 27, Chapter 6, Code of Virginia, 1950, as 
amended) shall not be obstructed, held, or blocked open so as to interfere or 
prevent their free operation. 

Fires in approved waste burners. --No person shall kindle or maintain a fire 
in an approved waste burner or authorize any such fire to be kindled or 
maintained unless the location of such fire is not less than fifteen (15) feet 
from any structure and/ or property line . 

Fire•aid "fire extinguishing equipment. --Whenever a public building or 
occupancy subject to inspection as provided in this Title is of such a nature 
that the use of first-aid fire extinguishing equipment would be desirable in the 
public interest and useful to control incipient fires, the Fire Marshal may 
order a reasonable number of approved type of fire extinguishers to be provided 
and maintained. Enforcement of this section shall require of the Fire Marshal 
due consideration of (a) the nature of construction of the building or occupancy, 
(b) the nature and extent bf the business or operations conducted in such 
building, (c) the number of employees, occupants, transients, or other 
frequenting the premises, (d) the character and amount of materials, goods, 
and equipment kept or. maintained in such building, (e) the character of the 
neighborhood and adjoining occupancies, and (f) any unusual or extraordinary 
features of the building or the operations therein which tend to affect the fire 
hazard, 

e ui ment, - -.All fixed fire extinguishing equipment 
_r_e_q_u""i_r_e_...,.._y-t""h_e.._""'i'""r_g._,in,.-,,i""a....,,,F .. i'""r_e......,'*'"a-z-a-rd Law (Title 27, Chapter 6, . Code of 
Virginia, 1950, as amended) shall be properly maintained and kept in good 
repair and operating condition by the owners thereof. 

Maintenance of chimneys and smokestacks, --.All chimneys, smokestacks, or 
simllar devices !or conveying smoke or fiot gases to the outer air, and the 
stoves, furnaces, fire-boxes, or boilers to which they are connected shall be 
constr_uc_ted and main!~ii:i:ed in such_ manner as not to endanger property. 

Removal, "balin ; and stackin of certalri trash, waste, and combustible 
materials. -- o person ma ing, using, storing, or ving charge of or 
control of any shavings, excelsior, rubbish, sacks, bags, litter, hay, straw, 
or combustible trash, waste, or fragments shall fail, neglect, or refuse at 
the close of each day to cause all such material which is not completely baled 
or stacked i~ an orderly manner to be removed from the premises or stored 
in suitable vaults or in metal or metal-lined covered receptacles or bins. 
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R~strictions. on h~ati:ri - d~vic_es_ ca.n~_ li - ht~~ !')yst~ms, --No heating apparatus 
w1 (,ln open a.me, an no ar :i.1c1a . :i.g :mg sys em other than electric lights 
shall be used in any warehouse £o:r the storage of rags, excelsior, hair or other 
flammable or ootnbustibh material, nor in any shop or factory used for the 
manufacture, l"epair, or :renovating 0£ mattresses or bedding, nor in any 
establishment for the upholstery of furniture. 

Stor!it e_ of cornb_us!:i.}JJe -~~~a - es _and cont~ine_rsi .--The storage of empty 
pa<:; -:a.ng cases, boxes, -a:tl'e s, or ot et" sun ar combustible containers 
iii forbidden, exce'.pt in the open and except such as may be required by a 
manufacturel", farmer , m.e :rchan.t, or othe l' establishment properly to carry 
on its operations, which sto:ra.ge shall be orderly and no so located as to 
endanger exits :from the building. All storage in the open of packing cases, 
box~s l barrels, or other s imila:r combustible containers shall be in a compact 
and t1I'de:rly rn.annei-. 

Use o.! tl-!1!!,~a}le tn_at~r,ial~ for, ~~C_{)_rati~n r_estr~c-~ed!·-Cotton ba.tting, 
straw. el:ry vines, leaves, tl"ees' celiu101a'., paper' or othe r r eadily flammable 
mate:r.iab shall :not be us ed for decorative pur:pos es in show windows, stores, 
or any pla~ '€ o:f assembly unless such materials shall have first been treated 
and rend~.red ila.me .. proof; ·pl"ov:ided, however, that nothing in this section 
shall be h~ld t~ :prohibit 'the display of salable goods p e rmitted and offered 
for sale in ~-~o:res. Elet:tric light bulbs in sto.res and in any place of assembly 
shall not be d@·~oN\t~d with :pape:r o;r othe r combustible materials unless 
such pape:r err m =a:te:rials shall first have been rendered :flameproof. 
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TITLE 7 

FIREWORKS 

Sec. ----
7-1 Explosive or inflammable fireworks prohibited. 
7-2 Sparklers, roman candles, etc. permitted. 
7-3 Permit for display of fireworks. 
7-4 Penalty for violation of Title. 

7-1 Explosive or inflammable fireworks prohibited, --Except as otherwise provided 
in this Title, it shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to 
transport, manufacture, sell, offer for sale, expose for sale, or to buy, use, 
ignite, or explode any firecracker, torpedo, skyrocket, or other substance 
or thing, of whatever form or construction, containing nitrates, chlorates, 
oxalates, sulphid-es of lead, barium, antimony, nitroglycerine, phosphorus, · or 

· any other ·explosive or inflammable compound or substance, and intended, or 
commonly known as, fireworks . 

·. · 
7-2 S arklers, · i'oinan candles, etc . ermitted.--The provisions of this Title 

s a 1 not app y to the sa e o roman can es, sparklers, Pharoah's se:i,:.pents, caps 
for pistols, and pinwheels commonly known as whirligigs or spinning jennies, or 
to the use thereof when the same are used, ignited, or exploded on private 
property with the consent of the owner of such property. 

7-3 Permits for display of fireworks. - -The Town Coun,cil may issue permits, upon 
application in writing, for tiie display of fireworks by fair associations, 
amusement parks, or by any organization or group of individuals, under such 
terms and conditions as the Council may prescribe. After such permit has 
been issued, sales of fireworks may be made for use under such permit, and 
the association, organization, or group _to which it is issued may make use of 
such fireworks under the terms and conditions of such permit. 

7-4 Penalty for viOlation of Title .- - Any person who violates any provision of this 
Title shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be 
punished by a fine of not less than five ($5. 00) dollars nor more than three 
hundred ($300, 00) dollari:i, or by imprisonment in jail not to exceed thirty 
(30) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
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TITLE 7 

FIREWORKS 

Explosive or inflammable fireworks prohibited. 
Sparklers, roman candles, etc. permitte d. 
Permit for display of fireworks . 
Penalty for violation of Title. 

Explosive or inflammable fir eworks prohibite d . --Except as otherwise provided 
in this Title, it shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to 
transport, manufacture, sell, offer for sale, expose for sale , or to buy, use, 
ignite, or explode any firec r acker, torpedo, skyrocket, or other substance 
or thing, of whatever form o r construction, containing nitrates, chlorates, 

. oxalates, sulphides of lead, barium., antimony, nitroglycerine, phosphorus, · or 
any other ·explosive or inflammable compound or substance, and intended, or 
commonly known as, fireworks . 

S arklers, roinan candles, etc. ermitted. - - The provisions of this Title 
s alnotappytothesaeo roman can es, sparklers , Pharoah's se:t:pents, caps 
for pistols, and pinwheels commonly known as whirligigs or spinning jennies, or 
to the use thereof when the same are used, ignited, or exploded on private 
property with the consent of the owner of such property. 

Permits for display of fireworks .--The Town Coun,cil may issue permits , upon 
application in writing, for die display of fireworks by fair associations, 
amusement parks, or by any organization or group of individuals, under such 
terms and conditions as the Council may prescribe. After such permit has 
been issued, sales of fireworks may be made for use under such permit, and 
the association, organization, or group .to which it is issued may make use of 
such fireworks under the terms and conditions of such permit , 

'Penaltt for viOlation of Title.- -Any person who violates any provision of this 
Title s all be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be 

·punished by a fine of not less than five ($5. 00) dollars nor more than three 
hundred ($300, 00) dollars , or by impris onment in jail not to exceed thirty 
(30) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
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TITLE 8 

MOTOR VEHICLES 

General Provisions 

Licensing 

Regulation of Traffic 

Sec. 8 - 1 to 8-3 

Sec. 8-4 to 8-16 

Sec . 8-17 to 8-131 

8-1 
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Chapter 1 

General Provisions 

Sec. -
8 -1 Definitions , 
8-2 Penalties for misdemeanors, 
8 - 3 Removal and disposition of abandoned or unattended vehicles . 

8-1 Definitions. --The following words and phrases when used in this Title , shall 
ror the purpose of this Title have the following meanings: 

(1) "Business district". The territory contiguous to a highway where 
seventy-five (75%) perce nt or more of the total frontage, on both sides of the 
highway, for a distance of three hundred (300) feet or more is occupied by 
buildings actually in use and operation for business purposes. 

(2) "Chauffeur". Every person employed for the principal purpose of 
operating a motor vehicle and every person who drives a motor vehicle while in 
use as a public or common carrier of persons and property. 

(3) "Commission". The State Corporation Commission. 

(4) "Commissioner". 
- ' -~-

The Commissioner of the Division of Motor 
Vehicles in·this State. 

(5) "Division", The Division of Motor Vehicles of this State. 

(6) "Highway". The entire width between the boundary lines of every way 
or place of whatever nature open to the use of the public for purposes of 
vehicular travel in this State, including the streets, alleys, and publicly, 
maintained parking lots in counties, cities, and towns. 

(7) "Roadway". That portion of a highway improved, designed, or 
ordinarily used for vehicular travel, exclusive of the shoulder, A highway may 
include two (2) or more roadways if divided by a physical barrier or barriers or 
unpaved area, 

(8) "Traffic lane" or "lane". That portion of a roadway designed or 
designated to -accommodate the forward movement of a single line of vehicles. 

(9) "Shoulder". That part of a highway between the portion regularly 
travelled by vehicular traffic and the lateral curb line or ditch, 

( 10) "Intersection". (a) The area embraced within the prolongation or 
connection of the lateral curb lines, or, if none, then the late ral boundary lines 
of the roadways of two (2) highways which join one another at, or approximately 
at, right angles, or the area within which vehicles travelling upon different 
highways joining at any other angle may come in conflict. 

(b) Where a highway includes two (2) roadways thirty (30) feet or more 
apart, then every crossing of each roadway of such divided highway by an 
intersecting highway shall be r .egarded as a separate intersection. In the event 
such intersecting highway also includes two (2) roadways _thirty (30) feet or 
more apart, then every crossing of two (2) roadways of such highways shall be 
regarded as a separate intersection. · 

{11) "Motorcycle" . Every motor vehicle designed to travel on not more 
than three (3) wheels in contact with the ground and q.ny four (4) wheeled vehicle 
weighing less than five hundred (500) pounds and .equipped with an engine of less 
than six (6) horsepower, except any such vehicle as may be included within the 
term "farm tractor" as herein defined. 
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(12) "Motor Vehicle". Every vehicle as herein defined which is self
propelled or designed for self-propulsion. 

{13) "Operator", Eve ry person who drives or is in actual physical 
control of a motor vehicle upon a highway or who is exercising control over or 
steering a vehicle being towed by _a motor vehicle . 

(14) "Owner"· A person who holds the legal title of a vehicle or, in the 
event a vehicle is the subject of an agreement for the conditional sale or lease 
thereof with the right of purchase upon performance of the conditions stated in 
the agreement and with an immediate right of possession vested in the 
c·onditional vendee or lessee or in the event a mortgagor of a vehicle is entitled 
to possession, then such conditional vendee or lessee or mortgagor shall be 
deemed the owner for the purpose of this title, except that in all such instances 
when the rent paid by the lessee includes charges for services of any nature or 
when the lease does not provide that title shall pass to the lessee upon payment 
of the rent stipulated, the lessor shall be regarded as the owner of such ·vehicle 
and the vehicle shall be subject to such requirements of this title as are 
applicable to vehicles operated for compensation; provided, however, that a 
"truck lessor" as hereinafter defined shall be regarded as the owner, and his 
vehicles shall be subject to such requirements of tw;~. title as are applicable to 
vehicles of private c?'rriers . · 

(15) "Peace" or "Police" officer, Every officer authorized to direct or 
regulate traf;fic or to make arrests for violations of traffic regulations. 

(16) "Person". Every natural person, firm, partnership, association, 
or corporation. 

( 17) "Private road or driveway" . Every way in private ownership and 
used for vehicular travel by the owner and those having express or implieq 
permission from the owner, but not by other persons. 

0 

(18) "Residence district", The ·territory contiguous to a highway not 
comprising. a business district where seventy-five (75%) percent or more of the 
total frontage, on both sides of the highway, for a distance of three hundred (300) 
feet or more is occupied by dwellings or by dwellings and buildings in use for 
business purposes . 
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( 19) "Safety zone". The area or space officially set apart within a 
roadway for the exclusive use of pedestrians and which is protected or is so 
marked or indicated by adequate signs as to be plainly visible at all times while 
set apart as a safety zone. 

{20) "Semitrailer". Every vehicle of the trailer type so designed and 
used in conjunction with a motor vehicle that some part of its own weight and that 
of its own load rests upon or is carried by another vehicle. 

(21) "Superintendent". The Superintendent of the Department of State 
Police of this State. 

(22) "Town". The Town of Vienna, Virginia. 

(23) "Tractor truck". Every motor vehicle designed and used primarily 
for drawing other vehicles and not so constructed as to carry a load other than 
a part of the load and weight of the vehicle attached thereto. 

(2~) "Trailer". Every vehicle without motive power designed for 
carrying property or passengers wholly on its own structure and for being drawn 
by a _motor vehicle. 

(25) "Vehicle". Every. device in, upon, or by whicl:,. any person or 
property is· or may be transported or drawn upon a highway, except deYices moved 
by human power or used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks. 
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8-Z Penalties for misdemeanors, --It shall be unlawful and constitute a misdemeanor 
for any person to v10late any provision of Title 8 of the Town of Vienna 
Ordinances, 

Every person convicted of a misdemeanor for a violation of any of the 
provisions of Title 8 of the Code of Vienna for which no other penalty is 
provided shall, for a first conviction thereof, be punished by a fine of not less 
than five ($5. 00) dollars nor more than one hundred ($100, 00) dollars, or by 
imprisonment in jail for not less than one (1) nor more than ten {10) days, or by 
both such fine and imprisonment; for a conviction for a second such violation · 
within one (1) year such person shall be punished by a fine of not less than ten 
($10. 00) dollars nor more than two hundred ($200, 00) dollars, or by imprison
ment in jail for not less than one ( 1) nor more than twenty (20) days, or by both 
such fine and imprisonment; for a conviction of a third or subsequent violation 
within one (1) year such person shall be punished by a fine of not less than 
twenty-five ($25. 00) dollars nor more than five hundred ($500, 00) dollars, or by 
imprisonment in jail for not less than ten (10) days nor more than six (6) months, 
or by both such fine and imprisonment, 

8-3 Removal and disposition of unattended or Abandoned vehicles, - -(a} Whenever 
any motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, motor scooter, or motorcycle is foun4 
on the public streets or public grounds unattended by- the owner or operator and 
constitutes a hazard to traffic or is parked in a inann'er as to be in violation of 
law or is left unattended for more than ten {10) days upon any privately owned 
property other than the property of the owner of said vehicle within the Town, or 
is abandoned upon such privately owned property without the permission of the 
owner, lessee, or occupant thereof, such motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, 
motor scooter, or motorcycle may be removed for safe-keeping by or under the 
direction of ·the Town Sergeant to a storage garage or area; pr_ovided, however, 
that no such article shall be so removed from privately owned premises without 
the written request of the owner , lessee, or occupant thereof. Such removal 
shall be reported to the Town Manager and notice thereof given to the owner of 
the motor vehicle, trailer, semitrailer, motor scooter or motorcycle as 

. promptly as pd1sible, The owner of such vehicle, before obtaining possession 
thereof, shall pay to the Town of Vienna· all reasonable cos~s incidental to the 
removal, storage, and locating the owner of the motor vehicle, trailer, 
semitrailer, motor scooter, motorcycle, Should such owner fail or refuse to 
pay the costs or should the identity of such owner be unknown and unascertainable 
after diligent search has been made, and after notice to him at his l ast known 
address and to the holder of any lien of record iri the office of the Division of 
Motor Vehicles in Virginia against such vehicl~ , the Town Manager may, after 
holding such vehicle ninety (90) days and after due notice of sale, dispose of the 
same at public sale and the proceeds from the sale shall be forwarded to the 
Town Clerk. The Clerk shall pay from the sale proceeds the co·st of removal , 
storage, investigation as to ownership and liens, and notice of sale, and the 
balance of such funds, if any, shall be held for the owner and paid to him upon 
satisfactory proof of ownership . 

(b) If no claim has been made by the owner for the proceeds of such 
sale, after the payment of the above mentioned costs, the funds may be 
deposited to the general fund or any special fund of the Town. Any such owner 
shall be entitled to apply to the Town within three (3) years of the date of such 
sale and if timely application is made therefore, the said Town shall pay the same 
to the owner without interest or charges . No claim shall be made nor shall any · 
suit, action, or proceeding be instituted for the recovery of such funds after 
three (3) years from the date of such sale, 
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Chapter 2 

Licensing 

Article 1 

hi General 

Driving without license prohibited. --No person shall drive any motor vehicle 
on any lligl'lway in this Town until such person shall have made application for 
an operator's or chauffeur's licens e and satisfactorily passed the examination 
and obtained an operator's or chauffeur's license or an instruction permit 
fro~ the Division of Motor Vehicles, unless such person shall have been 
issued an operator's or chauffeur's license prior to June nineteenth, 
nineteen hundred and forty-six (1946) that is renewable in the discretion of 
the Division. 

9 .. 5 Unlawful acts relating to licensing enumerated. --No person shall: 

(a) Display, cause or permit to be display.ed, or have in his 
possession any operator's or chauffeur's licens e or instruction permit knowing 
the same to be fictitious or to have been canceled, revoked, suspended, 
altered, or photographed for the purpose of evading the intent of this chapter; 

(b) Lend or knowingly pe·rmit the use of, by one not entitled thereto, 
any operator's or chauffeur's license or instruction permit issued to any 
·person so lending or permitting the use thereof; 

(c) Display or represent as his own any operator's -or chauffeur's 
license or instruction permit not issued to the person so displaying the same; 

(d) Fail or refuse to surrender to the Division, upon demand, any 
operator's or chauffeur's license or instruction permit issued in this State. or 
any other State, which has been suspended, cancelled, or revoked by proper 

.authority in this State or any other State as provided by law, or fail or refuse 
to surrender such suspended, cancelled, or revoked license or instruction 
permit to any court in which an operator or chauffeur has been tried and 
convicted for the violation of any law or ordinance of this State or any city, 
town, or county thereof, regulating or affecting the operation of a motor 
vehicle; 

8-6 Disposition of surrendered licenses upon cqnviction requiring revocation or 
suspension. --

_ (a) hi any case in which the accused is convicted of an offense, upon 
the conviction of which the law requires revocation or suspension of the 
operator's or chauffeur's licens e or instruction permit of the person so 
convicted, the court shall order the surrender of such license or permit, which 
shall remain in the custody of the court until, 

(1) the time allowed by law for appeal has elapsed, when it 
shall be forwarded to the Commissioner, or 

(2) an appeal is effected and proper bond posted, at which time 
it shall be returned to the accused. 

(b) Provided, however , when the time of suspension or revocation 
coincides or approximately coincides with the appeal time, the court may 
retain the licens e or permit and return the same to the accused upon the 
expiration of the suspension or revocation. 
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8-7 Driving while license suspended or revoked. --

(a) No p erson resident or non-resident whose operator's or 
chauffeur's licens e or instruction permit has been suspende d or rev oked by 
any court or by the Commissioner or by operation of law pursuant to the 
provisions of this Title or of the Virginia Code or who has been forbidden 
as prescribed by law to operate a motor vehicle in this State shall thereafter 
drive any motor vehicle in this State unless and until the p e riod of such 
suspension or revocation shall have terminated. 

(b) Any person violating this section shall for the first offense be 
confined in jail not less than ten (IO) days nor more than six (6) months, and 
may in addition be fined not less than fifty ($50. 00) dollars nor more than 
one hundred ($100. 00) dollars; and for the second or any subsequent offense 
be confined in jail not less than two (2) months nor more than one (I) year, 
and may in addition be fined not less than one hundred ($100, 00) dollars nor 
more than one thousand ($1, 000. 00) dollars. 

8-8 Display of licens e plates. --License plates assigned to a motor vehicle, other 
than a motorcycle, trailer, or semitrailer, or to persons licensed as motor 
vehicle dealers or transporters of unladen vehicles, shall be attached to such 
motor vehicle, one (I) in front and the other in the rear. The license plate 
assigned to a motorcycle, trailer, or semitraile:i; shall be attached to the 
rear thereof. The license plates is sued to licens.E!ld motor vehicle dealers and 
persons licensed as transporters of unladen vehicles shall consist of one (I) 
plate for each set· issued and shall be attached to the rear of the vehicle to 
which it is assigned. Lic ense plates shall be so displayed during the current 
registration year. 

8-9 'How license p~ates fastened to vehicle. --Every license plate shall at all times 
be securely fastened to the motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer to which it 
is assigned so as to prevent the plate from swinging, in a position to be 
clearly visible, and in a condition to be clearly legible. Insignia, emblems, 
or trailer hitches or couplings shall not be mounted in any such way that any 
portion of the license is illegible. 

8-10 Use of license plates b e fore and after registration year. --Registration and 
license plates or a lic ense plate issued under the laws of this State for a 
succeeding license year may be used without penalty on or after March 
fifteenth of the calendar year in which such lic e ns e year begins; registrations 
and license plates or a licens e plate issued under the laws of this State for a 
preceding license year may be used without penalty during the first fifteen · (15) 
days of a current license year. 
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Article 2 

Town Motor Vehicle License and Tax 

License tax imposed by Town. --There is hereby imposed by the Council of 
the Town of Vienna, Virginia a Town license tax upon every person owning 
a motor vehicle, including but not limited to automobiles, trucks, and 
motorcycles regularly housed or stored in the Town of Vienna, and used or 
intended to be used or operated regularly upon the streets and highways of 
this Town, except as herein otherwise provided. 

Who must procure Town lie ens e; exceptions. --Every firm or corporation, 
or person, owning a motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer, regularly housed 
or stored in the Town of Vienna, used or intended to be used or operated upon 
the streets and highways in this Town, shall make application for and procure 
a Town of Vienna motor vehicle license, The provisions of this section shall 
not apply to tractors, road rollers, and road machinery used for highway 
purposes, tractor engines, locomotive engines, electric cars running on rails , 
motor vehicles, trailers, or semitrailers owned by the Commonwealth of 
Virginia or by any political subdivision thereof e~cept the Town of Vienna, or 
by the United States Government, or to vehicles h~ld or used for sale by any 
manufacturer or dealer in said vehicles. 

Where application for Town license and payment of tax made; disposition of 
revenue; record of Town licenses su lied to Ma or; dis lay of Town license 
p ate. --Application for the Town 1cense ere1n prescr1 ed shall be made to 
the Town Clerk at the Town Hall of the Town of Vienna on forms providing for 
the name- and address of the applicant and a description of the motor vehicle for 
which said Town license is to be issued, and the Town license tax herein 
provided for shall be paid fo the Town Clerk at said Town Hall located in the 
Town of Vienna; upon payment of the Town license tax, the said Town Clerk 
shall issue t,o the applicant a Town license plate for such motor vehicle. 

All fees collected for the Town lie ens e certificates and plates shall be 
deposited in the treasury of the Town of Vienna and shall be deposited by the 
Clerk in the same manner as that prescribed for other Town funds. The 
Mayor of the Town shall be supplied with a record of all Town motor vehicle 
lie ens es issued. 

The Town license plate issued to the, licensee shall be displayed with 
the State lie ens e plate at the front 01~ rear of the vehicle. 

Commencement and ex iration dates of Town licenses. --The Town license 
year under t e terms of this section shall commence on the first day of April, 
and shall expire on the thirty-first day of March of the following calendar 
year. 
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.Amount of Tax. --On each and every motor vehicle to which Article 2, 
Chapter :! of this Title is applicable, there shall be a tax of ten ($10 . 00) , 
dollars per annum, and on motorcycles, there shall be a tax of three ($3. 00) 
dollars per annum. One;,,half {1 /2) of the Town license tax hereinbefore · 
prescribed shall be collected whenever any Town license tags are issued 
during the period beginning on the first day of October of any year and ending 
on the fifteenth day of January, in the same license year, and one-third (1/3) 
of such fee shall be collected whenever any Town license plates are issued 
after the fifteenth day of January in any license year. 

Penalty for violation of Article 2. - -Any person who violates any provision of 
Article 2, Chapter 2 of this Title shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon 
conviction thereof shall be fined not less than five ($5. 00) dollars, or more 
than three ~:U:ndred ($300, 00) dollars, or by imprisonment in jail not to exceed 
thirty (30) days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
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Persons riding bicycles or riding or driving animals subject to 
traffic regulations. 

Riding upon or operating motorcycles. 
Drivers to obey signs, 
Injuring signs , 
Duty of driver to stop, etc., in event of accident; duty of occupant; 

reports additional to other accident reports required by title. 
Penalty for violation of previous section. 
Arrest for misdemeanor; release on summons and promise to appear; 

admitting to bail; violations. 
When arresting officer may take person before judicial officer in lie u 

of is suing summons , 

Powers of Local Authorities in General. 

Powers of Town Council. 
Officers may direct traffic; signals . 
Signal by lights or semaphores, 

Reckless Drivin , Driving While Under Influence of Alcohol or Dru s, 

Reckless driving; general rule . 
Same; specific instances, 
Same; racing on highways. 
Same; penalties, 
Suspension of license; exceeding speed of 65 or 75 miles per hour. 
Maximum and minimum speed limits; posting, etc,, of school areas, 
Prohibiting convictions for speeding in certain areas unless markers 

installed. 
Tables of speed and stopping distances. 
Driving automobile, engine, etc,, while intoxicated or under influence 

of drugs. 
Us e of chemical analyses to determine alcohol in blood; procedure; 

cost; evidence. 
Report of results of analysis to be filed in Office of Chief Medical 

Examiner of the Commonwealth; admissibility of copy of certificate 
from such office. 

Presumption from alcoholic content of blood, 
Penalty; subsequent offense; prior conviction, 
Same; forfeiture of driver 's license; suspension of sentenc e, 
Driving after forfeitur e of license, 

The Rules of the Road. 

Drive on right side of highways, 
Keep to the right in crossing intersections or railroads, 
Special r egulations applicable on streets and highways laned for traffic. 

Passing vehicles procee ding in opposite directions. 
Passing upon overtaking a vehicle. 
Horn signal upon overtaking a vehicle .. 
When overtaking vehicle may pass on right. 
Driver to give way to overtaking vehicle, 
Limitations on privileges of overtaking and passing. 
Following too closely. 
Limitation on turning so as to proceed in opposite direction. 
Re quired positi~n and method of turning at intersections ; 

local regulations. 
Signals required on starting, backing, stopping, or turning . 
How such signal s given, 
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8-89 
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8-93 
8-94 
8-95 
8-96 
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Change of course after giving signal. 
Duty of drivers receiving signals. 
Signals prior to moving standing vehicles into traffic. 
Right of way; general rule; forfeiture by unlawful speed. 
Same; vehicle turning to left. 
Stop before entering public highway or crossing sidewalk from private 

road, etc.; yielding right of way. 
Approach of police or fire department v e hicles, ambulance, etc. ; 

rescue vehicle defined. 
Police officers and others exempt from regulations in certain 

emergencies; exceptions and additional requirements. 
Following or parking near fire apparatus . 
Driving over fire hose. 
Riding or driving on or across sidewalks. 

Protection of Pedestrians . 

How and where pedestrians to cross. 
Right of way of pedestrians. 
Pedestrians stepping into street where they cannot be seen. 
Boarding or alighting from bus es. 
Pedestrians not to use roadway except when necessary; keeping to the 

left. 
Playing on streets or highways; roller skates, toys, or other devices 

on wheels or runners; persons riding bi.cycles, etc. not to attach 
to vehicles. 

Penalty for violating Sec. 8-68 through 8-73. 
When vehicles to stop for pedestrians carrying white or red-tipped 

white cane. 
Unlawful for person not blind or incapacitated to carry such cane, 
Violation of Sec. 8-75 and 8-76. 
Construction of sections 8-75 to 8-77; failure to use cane or guide dog 

not contributory.negligence. 
Driving through safety zone prohibited. 

Railway and Highway Crossing; Parking and Stopping on Highway. 

~ailroad warning signals must be obeyed. 
Stopping on highways; general rule . 
Same; rural mail carriers loading and unloading mail. 
Same; to discharge cargo or passengers; school buses. 
Leaving scene of accident when directed to do so by officer. 
Flares and other signals when vehicle disabled on highway after dark, 
Same; when red reflector flares or red lanterns required instead of 

flares . 
Same; when red flags required instead of flares, etc. 
Parking in front of fire hydrant, near street corner, fire .station, etc. 

Lighting Equipment. 

Equipment required, 
Head lamps on motor vehicles . 
Head lamps on motorcycles . 
Rear lamps. 
Lamps on bicycles. 
Lamps on other vehicles, reflex reflectors. 
Dimension or marker lights; gene.rally. 
Same; vehicles or loads exceeding 35 feet. 
Spotlights and ditch lights. 
Other permissible lights; police and fire department vehicles; 

emergency vehicles , etc. 
When lights to be lighted; number of lights to be lighted at any time; 

use of warning lights. 
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Requirements as to single beam headlamps. 
Requirements as to multiple beam headlamps, 
Indicator lamps required, 
When dimming headlights, etc. ; required. 
Dimming or lowering headlamps on parked vehicles . 
Specifications for and tests of lighting devices. 
Lights on parked vehicles. 

Article 8 . Brakes, Horns, and Other Mechanical Equipment. 
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8-123 
8-124 . 
8-125 
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8-127 
8-128 
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Brakes . 
Within what distances brakes should stop vehicle. 
Same; trucks, etc. 
Brakes on trailers. 
Requirements for parking. 
Steering gear. 
Horns. 
Illegal sirens, whistles, etc.; unlawful use of horn, etc. 
Sirens or exhaust whistle upon emergency vehicles. 
Warning devices on school buses; use thereof. 
Failure to use school bus warning devices ·~ not to relieve motorist 

from duty. 
Mirrors . . 
Rear fenders, flaps or guards required for certain motor vehicles. 
Signs on windshield, etc~ · 
Suspension of objects so as to obstruct view of driver. 
Windshield wipers. 
When .safety glass required. 
Replacement of glass in vehicles . 
Cl eats, etc. , on tires; cha ins . 
When signal device requ.ired; exception as .to motorcycles. 
.Requirements of such devices; 
Flag or light at end of load, · 
Exhaust system in good working order required, 
Muffler cutout, etc, illegal. 
Construction of vehicle must prevent escape of contents. 
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Chapter 3 

Regulation of Traffic 

Article 1 

In General 

Pers one ridin bic cl es or ridin or drivin animals sub· ect to traffic 
regulations. - -Every person riding a bicycle or an anima upon a roa way and 
every person driving any animal thereon shall be subject to the provisions of 
this chapter applicable to the driver of a vehicle, unless the context of the 
provision clearly indicates otherwise. 

Riding upon or operating motorcycles. --A person operating a motorcycle 
shall ride only upon the permanent and regular seat attached to the motorcycle, 
and such operator shall not carry any other person, and no other person shall 
ride on a motorcycle unless such motorcycle is designed to carry more than 
one person, in which event a pass enger may ride upon the permanent and 
regular seat if designed for two persons, or upon another seat firmly attached 
to the rear or s ide of the seat for the operator. Any person wh o violates 
this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished as provided 
in section 8-2. · 

Drivers to obey signs. --The driver of a motor vehicle, trailer, or semi
trailer shall stop, slow down, or regulate his speed to accord with the 
requirements of road signs erected, upon the authority of the State Highway 
Commission or by the town authorities, and the failure of such driver to 
comply with this provis ion shall constitute a misdemeanor. Upon c-onviction 
such driver shall b e punished in accordance with the provisions of section 8-2. 

Injuring signs . --Any p erson who shall deface, injure, knock down, or remove 
any sign legally posted as provided in this Title shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor. 

Duty of driver to sto , etc ., in event of accident; dut of occu ant; r e orts 
a itional to other accident reports required by title. --(a The driver of any 
vehicle involved in an accident in which a person is killed or injured or in 
which an attended vehicle or other attended property is damaged shall 
immediately stop as close to the scene of the accident as poss ibl e without 
obstructing traffic and report to a police officer, or to the person struck and 
injured if such person appears to be capable of understanding and retaining 
the information, or to the driver or some other occupant of the vehicle collided 
with or to the custodian of other damaged property, his name, address, 
operator's or chauffeur's lic ense number and the registration number of his 
vehicle. The driver shall also render reasonable assistance to any p e rson 
injured in such accident, including the carrying of such injured person to a 
physician, surgeon, or hospita l for medical treatment if it is apparent that 
such t-reatment is necessary or is requested by the injured person. 

(b) If the driver fails to stop and make the report required by 
paragraph (a) of this section, any person in the vehicle with the driver at the 
time of the accident who has knowledge of the accident shall r eport within 

twenty-four (24) hours from the time of the accident to the Chief of Police of 
the Town of Vienna his name , address, and such other information within 
his knowledge as the driver must r eport pursuant to paragraph (a) of this 
section. 

(c) The driv er of any vehicle involved in an accident in which no person 
is killed or injured but in which an unattended vehicle or other unattended 
property is damaged shall make a reasonable effort to find the owner or 
custodian of such property and shall report to the owner or custodian the 
information which the driver must report pursuant to paragraph (a) of this 
section if such owner or custodian is found. If the owner or custodian of such 
damaged vehicle or property cannot be found, ' the driver shall leave a note in 
a conspicuous place at the scene of the accident and shall report the accident 
in writing within twenty-four (24) hours to the chief of police of Vienna, 
Virginia. Such note and written report shall contain the information which the 
driver must report pursuant to paragraph (a) of this section and s uch written 
report shall state in addition the date, time and place of the accident, and 
the driver's estimate of the property damage. 
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Sec. 8-21 (cont,) 

8-22 

8-23 

8-24 

(d) If the driver fails to stop and make a reasonable search for 
the owner or custodian of the unattended vehicle or property or to leave a 
note for such owner or custodian as required by paragraph (c) of this section, 
any person in the accident shall report within .twenty-four (24) hours of the time 
of the accident to the Chief of Police of Vienna, Virginia his name, address, 
and such other facts within his knowledge as are required by paragraph (c) 
of this section to be reported by the driver, 

(e) The reports required by this section are in addition to other 
accident reports required by this Title and shall be made irrespective of the 
amount of property damage involved. 

(f) The provisions of this section shall apply irrespective of whether 
such accident occurs on the public streets or highways or on private property. 

Penalty for violation of previous section. --Any person convicted of violating 
the provisions of Sec. 8-21 shall, if such accident result only in damage to 
property, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and punished in accordance 
with Section 8-2; provided, however, if the vehicle or other property struck 
is unattended and such damage shall be less than twenty-five ($25. 00) dollars, 
such person shall be punished only by a fine not exceeding fifty ($50, 00) 
dollars, 

Arrest for misdemeanor; release on summons and romise to a ear; 
a mitting to ba ; violations, -- a Whenever any person is arrested for a 
violation of any provision of this Title, the arresting officer shall, ..except as 
otherwise provided ·in Section 8-24, take the name and address of such person 
and the license number of his motor vehicle and issue a summons or otherwise 
notify him in writing to appear at a time and place specified in such summons 
or notice, such time to be at least five (5) days after such arrest, and such 
person shall, if he so desire, have a right to a hearing at a convenient hour, 
and before a court having jurisdiction under this Title within the Town. Such 
officer shall .thereupon and upon the giving by such person of his written 
promise to appear at such time and place forthwith release him from custody. 

(b) Any person refusing to give such written promise to appear 
shall be taken immediately by the arresting or other police officer before the 
nearest or most accessible judicial officer or other 'person qualified to admit 
to bail having jurisdiction under this Title. 

(c) ·Any person who wilfully violates his written promise to appear, 
given in accordance with this section, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
regardless of the disposition of, and in addition to, the charge upon which he 
was originally arrested, 

(d) Any officer violating any of the provisions of this section shall 
be guilty of rnisconduct in office and subjecf to removal therefrom upon 

, complaint filed by any person in a court of competent jurisdiction. This section 
shall not be construed to limit the removal of a police officer for other 
misconduct in office. 

When arrestin officer ma erson before judicial officer in lieu of 
issuing summons. --If any person 1s 1 arre?ted and charged with an offense 
causing or contributing to an accident resulting in injury or death to any 
person, (2) believed by the arresting officer to have committed a felony, (3) 
believed by the arresting officer to be likely to disregard a summons issued 
under Sec. 8-23, or (4) charged with reckless driving, the arresting officer 
may take such person forthwith before the nearest accessible judicial officer 
or other person qualified to admit to bail in lieu of issuing the summons 
required by Sec. 8-23, 
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Article Z 

Powers of Local Authorities In Gene ral 

Powers of Town Council. --The Town Council shall have the following powers 
in connection with tlie regulation of traffic on the streets of the Town, to be 
exercis ed in a manner consistent with the provisions of this Title: 

(a ) TRAFFIC LANES. To mark lanes for traffic on surfaces of the 
roadway at such places as he may deem advisable. 

(b) CROSSWALKS. To designa~e and maintain, by appropriate devices, 
marks or lines upon the s urface of the roadway, crosswalks at intersections 
where in his opinion there is particular danger to pede strians crossing the 
roadway and at such other plac es as he may deem necessary. 

(c) PLAY STREETS. To declare any street or part thereof which he 
deems necessary a play street. 

(d) RESTRICTIONS ON TURNING. To determine, as he deems 
necessary, those inters ections at which drivers of vehicles shall make a right, 
left or U turn. The making of such turns may be prohibited between certain 
hours and permitted at other hours of the same day. 

(e) STOPS AT INTERSECTIONS. To determine and designate as he 
deems necessary, int ers ections whe re particular hazards exist upon other than 
through streets and to determine whether vehicles shall stop at one (1) or 
more entrances to any such stop intersection, 

.(f) PARKING. 

Narrow streets . To prohibit parking, if he deems it necessary, 
upon any street when the width of the roadway does not exceed thirty (30) feet. 

One-way streets. To prohibit parking, if he deems it necessary, 
upon the left hand s i de of any one-way street, The town mayor is authorized 
to determine when standing or parking may be permitted upon the left hand 
side .of any such one - way street and to erect signs giving notice thereof. 

HazaTdous or con ested laces. To determine and designate 
areas not exceeding two undred Z feet in length, in which the stopping, 
standing or parking of vehicles would in his opinion create an especially 
hazardous condition or would cause unusual delay to traffic, and to prohibit 
such stopping, standing or parking therein. 

School zones. To prohibit parking upon that side of any street 
adjacent to any school property, when such parking would, in his opinion, 
interfere with traffic or creat e a hazardous situation. 

Angle parking. To determine, as h e deems necessary, upon 
what streets angle parking shall be permitted. 

Curb loading zones. To determine, as he deems nec essary the 
location of passenger and freight curb loading zones and the hours during which 
they are to be used as such. 

Bus stops and taxi stands . To establish bus stops and taxi 
stands and stands for other passenger common-carrier motor vehicles on such 
streets and in such places and in such number as he shall determine to be of 
the gre atest benefit and convenience to the public. 

(&) Speed Limit. To increase or decrease the s peed limit within 
the boundaries of the 'fown provided such increase or decrease is based upon 
an engineering and traffic investigation by the Town and that such speed area 
or zone is clearly indicated by markers or signs; provided; how ever, that the 
Town Manager or such officer as the Council may designate may be authorized 
to reduce for a temporary period not to exceed sixty (6 0) days, without such 
engineering and traffic investigation, the speed limit on any portion of any 
highway of the Town on which men are working or where the highway is under 
construction or r epair . 
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Officers may direct traffic; signals. --Peace or police officers may direct 
traffic by signals . Such signals other than by voice shall be as follows: 

(a) To stop traffic by hand. Stand with shoulders parallel to moving 
traffic. Raise arms 45 degrees above should~rs with hand extended, palm 
towards moving traffic to be stopped. 

(b) To move traffic by hand. Stand with shoulders parallel to traffic 
to be moved. Extend right arm and hand full length at height of shoulders 
towards such traffic, fingers extended and joined, palm down. Bring hand 
sharply in direction traffic is to move. Repeat movement with left arm and 
hand to start traffic from opposite direction. 

(c) To stop and start .traffic by w histle. One (I) blast, moving traffic 
to stop; two (2) blasts, traffic in opposite direction to move. 

(d) Emergency stop of traffic by whistle , Three (3) or more short 
blasts, all traffic shall immediately clear the intersection and stop. 

Signals-by lights or semaphores. --Signals by lights or semaphores -shall be 
as follows: 

(a) Red indicates that traffic then moving shall -stop and remain stopped 
as long as the red signal is shown, except in the direction indicated by a 
lighted green arrow. Green indicates that traffic shall then move in the 
direction of the signal and remain in motion as l~ng as the green signal is 
given, . , 

(b) .Amber indicates that a change is about to be mad~ in the direction 
of the moving traffic. When the amber signal is shown, traffic which has not 
already entered the inters e ction, including the crosswalks, shall stop but 
that which has entered the intersection shall continue to move until the inter
section has been entirely cleared. 

(c) When semaphores are not in operation, the use of amber light 
indicates· need for caution, and the use of a flashing red indicates that traffic 
shall stop before entering the intersection. 

(d) Officers of the law may assume control of traffic otherwise 
controlled by lights or semaphores and in such event signals by such officers 
shall take precedence over such light or semaphores. 
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Article 3 

Reckless Driving; Driving While Under the Influenc e of 

Alcohol or Drugs; Speeding, etc. 

8-18 

Reckless driving; general rule. --Irrespective of the maximum speeds herein 
provided, any person who drives a vehicle upon a highway recklessly or at a 
speed or in a manner so as to endanger life, limb, or property of any person 
shall be guilty of reckless driving; provided that the driving of a motor vehicle 
in violation of any speed limit provision of Sec. 8-33 shall not of itself 
constitute ground for prosecution for reckless driving under this section. 

Same; specific instances. - -A person shall be guilty of reckless driving who 
shall: 

(a} Drive a vehicle when not under proper control or with inadequate 
or improperly adjusted brakes upon a highway. 

(b} While driving a vehicle, overtake and pass another vehicle 
proceeding in the same direction, upon or approaching the crest of a grade or 
upon or approaching a curve in the . highway, where the driver's view along 
the highway is obstructed, except where the over.taking vehicle is being 
operated on a highway having two (2) or more. des.ignated lanes of roadway for 
each direction of travel or on a designated one-way street or highway; 

(c} Drive a vehicle when it is so loaded, or when there are in the 
front seat such number of persons, as to· obstruct the view of the driver to the 
front or sides of the vehicle or to interfere with the driver's control over the 
driving mechanism of the vehicle; 

_(d} Pass or attempt to pass two (2) other vehicles abreast, moving in 
the same direction, except on highways having separate roadways of three (3) 
or more lanes for each direction of travel, or on designated one-way streets 
or highways; 

(e} Overtake or pass any other vehicle proceeding in the same 
direction at any steam, diesel, or electric railway grade crossing or at any 
intersection of highways unless such.vehicles are being-operated on a highway 
having two (2) or more ·designated lanes of roadway for each direction of 
travel or on a designated one-way street or highway, or while pedestrians are 
passing or about to pass in front of either of such vehicles, unless p e rmitted 
to do so by a traffic light or police officers; 

(f} Fail to stop at a school bus, whether publicly or privately owned 
and whether transporting children to, from, or in connection with a public or 
private school, stopped on the highway for the purpose of taking on or dis -
charging school children, when approaching the same from any direction, and 
to remain stopped until all school children are clear of the highway and the bus 
is put in motion; provided, however, that" this shall apply only to school buses 
marked or identified as provided in the regulations of the State Board of 
Education; 

(g) Fail to give adequate and timely signals of intention to turn, 
partly turn, slow down, or stop, as required by sections 8-55 through 8-59, 
or to back a vehicle without first ascertaining that such move1nent can be made 
with reasonable safety and without interfering with other traffic, as provided 
in such sections. 
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(h) Exceed a r easonable speed under the circumstanc es and t raffic 
conditions existing at the time r egardle ss of any poste d speed limit; 

(i) Drive a motor vehicl e upon a highway at a speed in excess of 75 
miles per hour, except as provided in subs ection ( 1) of this section; 

(j) Fail to bring his vehicle to a stop immediately b e fore entering a 
highway from a aide road whe n there is traffic approaching upon such highway 
within five hundred (500) feet of s uch point of entrance, unless a 11 Yield Right 
of Way" sign is posted; or where such sign is posted, fail, upon entering such 
highway, to yield the right of way to the drive r of a vehicle approaching on 
such highway from either direction; or 

(k) Drive or ope rate any automobile or othe r motor vehicle upon any 
driveway or premis e s of a church, or school, or of any recreational facili
ties or of.any business prope rty open to the public, recklessly or at a speed 
or in a manner so as to endanger the life, limb, or property of any person. 

(1) Drive a truck or tractor or tractor-truck or a motor vehicle being 
used to tow a vehicle designed for self-propulsion, or a h ouse trailer, or 
combinations of vehicles designed to transport prope rty; upon a highway at a 
speed in excess of 65 mile s per hour. 

Same; racing on highways . --Any person who shal~ engage in a race between 
two (2) or more motor vehicles on a highway ~halLbe guilty of r eckless 
driving. When any person shall be convicted of re.ckless driving under this 
section, then in addition to any other penalties provided by law, the ..operator's 
or chauffeur's license or instruction permit of such p e rson shall be suspended 
by the court for a period of not less than six (6) months nor more than two (2) 
years. In case of conviction the court shall order the surrender of the license 
to the court where it shall be disposed of in accordance with the provisions of 
Sec, 8-6: 

Same; Penalties. --Every person convicted of r eckle ss driving unde r Sec. 8-28, 
Sec, 8-29, or Sec. 8-30 shall for the first violation b e punished as provided 
by Sec, 1-6. For e ach s e cond or subsequent conviction for the offense of 
reckless drf~ing under S ec. 8-28, Sec. 8-29, or Sec. 8.-3 0 committed within 
twelve (12) months before or after the date of another act of r eckles s driving 
for which he has been convicted, such person shall b e punishe d by a fine of 
not less than fifty ($50. 00) dollars nor more 'than five hundre d ($500, 00) dollars , 
or by imprisonment in jail for not less than ten (10) days nor more than tw elve 
(12) months, or by both such fine and imprisonment . 
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Suspension of license; exceeding speed of 65 or 75 miles per hour.--When any 
person shall be convicted of reckless driving for exceeding a speed of 65 or 
75 miles per hour, as the case may be, upon the streets or highways of the 
Town under sections 8-29 (i) or 8-29 (1), then in addition to any other penalties 
provided by law, except in the cases for which revocation of licenses is 
provided in Sections 8-36 and 8-42 of this Title, and Section 46. 1-417, Code 
of Virginia, 1950, as amended, the chauffeur's or operator's license or 
instruction permit of such person shall be ·suspended by the court for a period 
of not less than sixty (60) days nor more than six (6) months, In case of 
conviction the court shall order the surrender of the license or permit to the 
court where it shall be disposed of in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 8-6. Where the conviction is a second conviction which would require 
revocation under the provisions of Section 46. 1-417, Code of Virginia, 1950, 
as amended, the court shall suspend the operator's or chauffeur's license or 
instruction permit of such person and thereupon transmit the same to the 
Division of Motor Vehicle s as provided by law. If such person so convicted 
has not obtained a license required by Section 8-6 of thl;s Title or is a 
nonresident, such court shall direct in the judgment of conviction that such 
person shall not drive or operate any motor vehicle in this State for a period 
of not less than sixty (60) days nor more t~an six (6) months. 



8-33 Maximum and minimums eed limits; ostin , etc., of school zones. --No 
person shall rive any vehicle upon a highway of this State at a speed in 
excess of: 

(a) Sixty (60) miles per hour on highways under the jurisdiction of the 
State Highway Commission or a city and specified in this paragraph and in 
accordance herewith if the vehicle is a passenger motor vehicle, passenger 
bus, United States post office bus, pickup or panel truck not exceeding an 
actual gross weight of 5, 000 pounds, or a motorcycle, or fifty (50) miles per 
hour if the vehicle is a truck, road tractor, tractor-truck, or combination of 
vehicles designed to transport property and if the highway has four (4) or more 
lanes , with the roadway for traffic traveling in one direction separated from 
the roadway for traffic traveling in the other direction by a physical barrier 
or an unpaved area; provided that for such highway such speed has been 
prescribed by the State Highway Commission afte r an engineering and traffic 
investigation. On any highway where such speed is prescribed the speeds 
shall be plainly indicated upon the highway by signs; and where the speed 
limit is indicated by posted signs, there shall be a prima facie presumption 
that such engineering and traffic investigation was made; 

(a. 1) Except as hereinafter otherwise prescribed fifty-five (55) miles per 
hour on other highways if the vehicle is a passenger motor vehicle, passenger 
bus, United States post office bus, pickup or panel truck not exceeding an 
actual gross weight of 5, 000 pounds, or a motorcycle; 

(b) Forty-five (45) miles per hour if the vehicle is a truck, road tractor·, 
tractor-truck, or combination of vehicles designed to transport property or is 
a motor vehicle being us ed to tow a vehicle d esigned for self-propulsion or a 
house trailer; 

(c} Thirty-five (35) miles per hour if the vehicle is being used as a school 
bus carrying children; 
· (d} ]forty-five (45} miles per hour if the vehicle or combination of vehicles 
is operating under a special permit i ssued by the State Highway Commission 
in accordance with S ections 46, 1-330 and 46. 1-343, Code of Virginia, 1950, 
as amende d. The State Highway Commission may, however, prescribe a 
speed limit of l ess than forty-five (45) miles per hour on any permit issued in 
accordance with Sections 46. 1-330 and 46. 1-343; 

(e } A speed lower than the speed.s prescribed in paragraphs (a) through 
(d} o f this s e ction when such l ower speed has been prescribe d by the State 
Highway ·Commiss ion and is plainly indicated upon the highway by signs; 

(f) And, irrespective of the type or use of the vehicle driven: 
(1) Twenty-five (25) miles per hour between portable signs or fixed 

blinking signs placed in the highway bearing the word "school" which word 
shall indicate that school children are present in the immediate vicinity. If 
the portion of the highway to b e posted is wi!hin the limits of a city or town, 
such portable signs shall be furnished and de livered by such city or town . . If 
the portion of the highway to b e posted is outside the limits of a city or town 
such portable signs shall be furnished and delivered by the State Highway 
Depa.rtme nt . It shall be the duty of the principal or chief administrative 
officer of each school or some responsible person designated by the school 
board to place s uch portable signs in the highway at the limits of the school 
property and remove such signs when their presence is no longer required by 
this subsection. Such portable or fixed blinking signs shall be placed in a 
position plainly visible to vehicular traffic approaching from either direction 
but shall not be placed so as to obstruct the roadway. Such portable signs 
shall be in position for thirty (30 ) minutes pre c eding r egula r school hours and 
for thirty (30 ) minutes thereafter and during s uch othe r t imes as the pres ence 
of children on s uch school property reasonably requires a spec ial warning to 



motorists. Provided, however, the governing body of any city or town may, 
if the portion of the highway to be poste d is within the limits of such city or 
town, decrease the speed limit provided in this subs ection, and provided 
further that no such decrease in speed limit shall be effective unless such 
decreased speed limit ·is conspicuously poste d upon the portable or fixed 
blinking signs required by this subsection; 

(2} Twenty-five (25) miles per hour in a business or residential 
district, unle ss othe rwise prescribed b y the prope r authorities of any city 
or town pursuant to the provisions of Section 46, 1-180, Code of Virginia, 
1950, as amended; 

(3) Thirty-five (35) miles per hour in any city or town. unless 
otherwise prescribed by the prope r authorities of such city or town pursuant 
to the provisions of Section 46. 1-180, Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended; 

(4) A speed higher or lower than those prescribed in subparagraphs 
(1) through (3) upon any highway maintained by the State Highway Department 
when such higher or lower speed is prescribed by the State Highway Commis -
sion based upon an engineering and traffic investigation and is plainly 
indicated upon the highway by signs; · 

(g) No person shall drive a motor vehicle at such a slow speed as to 
impede the normal and reasonable movement of traffic exc ept when reduced 
speed is necessary for safe operation or in compliance with law; 

(h) Whenever the State Highway Commission, .or local authorities within 
their respective jurisdictions determine on the basi s of an engineering and 
traffic investigation that slow speeds on any part of a highway consistently 
impede the normal and reasonable movement of traffic, the Commission or 
such local authority. may determine and declare a minimum speed limit to 
be set forth on signs posted on such highway below which no person shall 
drive a vehicle except when necessary for safe operation or in compliance 
with law, provided that such minimum speed limit shall not· apply to a school 
bus carrying children; 

(i) Any person violating this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and 
upon conviction shall be punished as provided in Section 8-2 . 



8-21 

8-34 Prohibiting conviction for s eedin in certain areas unless markers 
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SPEED rn 
----------------- --
MILES Feet 
per per 
hour Second 

instal e , -- o persons a e conv1cte o a violation of Sec. 8-33 e ) or 
(l) (4) or an ordinance enacted by local authorities pursuant to the provis ions 
of Sec. 8-25 decreasing the speed limit established in Sec. 8-33 (f) (3) when 
such p erson has exceeded the speed limit in an area where the speed limit has 
been decreased unless such area is clearly indicated by a conspicuous marker 
at the termini of such area. 

AVERAGE STOPPffiG DISTANCES TOTAL STOPPffiG ---------------------------------------------------- DISTANCES: 
Automobile Truck Brakes Average briver DRIVER AND 

Brakes (Brakes on all Reaction Time -----------------------
(In feet) Wheels) (3/4 Second) Automobiles Trucks 

(In feet) (In feet) (In feet) (In feet} 

----------------------------------------------------------------~---------------------------------------10 14.67 
15 22.0 
20 29. 34 
ZS 36.62 
30 44.0 
35 51. 3 
40 58,7 
45 66.0 
50 73.3 
55 80.7 
60 88,0 
65 95.3 
70 102.6 
75 109.9 
80 117. 2 
90 132. 0 

100 146.6 

5 7 11 16 
12 17 16 ZS 
21 30 22 43 
32 47 27 59 
47 67 33 80 
63 92 38 101 
82 120 44 126 
104 152 50 154 
128 187 55 183 
155 227 6 1 2 16 
185 270 66 251 
217 316 71 288 
252 367 77 329 

CJZ89 422 82 371 
328 480 88 416 
425 607 99 524 
514 750 109 623 

(b) The courts shall further take notice that said tables are the 
result of experiments made with motor vehicles , unloaded except for the 
driver, e quipped with four-whe el brakes, in good condition, on dry, hard, 
approximately level stretches of highway free fi1om loose material. 

18 
33 
52 
74 

100 
130 
164 
202 
242 
288 
336 
387 
444 
504 
568 
706 
859 
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en ines, etc. while intoxicated or unde r infl.uenc e of 
rugs. -- o person shall drive or operate any automobile or other motor 

vehlcie, car, truck, engine, or train while under the influence of alcohol, 
brandy, rum, whiskey, gin, wine, beer, lager beer, ale, porter, stout, or 
any other liquid beverage or article containing alcohol or while unde r the 
influence of any narcotic drug or any other self administered intoxicant or 
drug of whatsoever nature, 

Use of chemical analyses to determine alcohol in blood; procedyre; costs: 
evldence, --In any criminal prosecution under Sec, 8-36, no person shall b e 
required to submit to a determination of the amount of alcohol in his blood at 
the time of the alleged offense as shown by a chemical analysis of his blood, 
breath, or other bodily substance; however, any person arrested for a 
violation of Sec. 8-36 shall be entitled to a determination of the amount of 
alcohol in his blood at the time of the alleged offense as shown by a chemical 
analysis of his blood or breath, provided the request for such determination is 
made within two {Z) hours of his arrest, Any such person shall, at the time 
of his arrest, be informed by the arresting authorities of his right to such 
determination, and if he makes such request, the arresting authorities shall 
render full assistance in obtaining such determination with reasonable 
promptness, ' 

Only a physician, nurse, or laboratory technician shall withdraw 
blood for the purpose of determining the alcoholic content therein, The blood 
sample shall be placed in a sealed container provided by the Chief Medical 
Examiner of the Commonwealth of Virginia. Upon completion of taking of the 
sample, the container must be resealed in the presence of the accused after 
calling the fact to his attention. The container shall be especially equipped 
with a sealing device, sealed so as not to allow tampering, labelled, and 
identified showing the person making the test, the name of the accused, the 
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8-37 (cont. ) 
Clate and time of taking. The sample shall be delivered to the police officer 
for transporting or mailing to the Chief Medical Examiner of the Common
wealth of Virginia. Upon receipt of the blood ~ample, the office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner of the Commonwealth of Virginia shall examine it for 
alcoholic content. That office shall execute a certificate which certificate 
shall indicate the name of the accused, · the date, time, and by whom the same 
was received and examined, and a statement that the container seal had not 
been broken or otherwise tampered with and a statement of the alcoholic 
content of the sample. The certificate, attached to the container shall be 
returned to either the police officer making ·the arrest, the department from 

. which it came, or to the clerk of the court in which the matter will be heard. 

Upon the request of the person who was given a chemical test of 
blood or breath, the results of such test shall be made available to him. 

An amount not to exceed five ($5. 00) dollars to cover the costs of 
taking blood and making an analysis thereof shall be taxed as part of the costs 
of the case. · 

Other than as expressly provided herein, the provisions of this 
section shall not otherwise limit the introduc-tion ·©f any coi:npetent evidence 
bearing upon any question at issue before the court. The failure of the 
accused.to request such a determination is not evidence and shall not be 
subject to comment. in the trial of the ca~e. 
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Report of results of analysis to be filed in Office of Chief Medical Examiner 
of the Commonwealth of Vir inia; admissibilit of co of c ertificate from 
such office, -- When any bloo sample taken in accordance with the provisions 
ol' Sec. 8-37 is forwarded for analysis to the Office of the Chie f Medical 
Examiner of the Commonwealth of Virginia, a report of the results of such 
analysis shall be made and filed in that office . Upon proper identification of 
such vial, tube, or container, the copy of such certificate as provided for in 
Sec. 8-37 shall, when duly attested by the Chief Medical Examiner of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia or any Assistant Chief Medical Examiner, be 
admissible in any court or proceeding as evidence of the facts therein stated 
and the results of the analysis of the blood of the accused. 

Presumption from alcoholic content of blood. In any prosecution for a 
v1olahon of Sec . 8-36 or any similar ordinance of any county, city, or town, 
the amount of alcohol in the blood of the accused at the time the alleged 
offense as indicated by a chemical analysis of the accused's blood or breath 
in accordance with the provisions of Sec, 8-37 shall give rise to the follow
ing presumptions: 

(1) If there was at that time 0, 05 percent or l es s by weight of 
alcohol in the accused's blood, it shall be presumed that the accused was not 
under the influence of alcoholic intoxicants; 

. (2) If there was at that time in excess of 0, 05 percent but less than 
O. 15 percent by weight of alcohol in the accused's blood, such facts shall 
not give rise to any. presumption that the accused was or was not under the 
influence of alcoholic intoxicants, but such facts may be conside red with 

. other competent evidence in determing the guilt or innocence of the accused; 
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(3) If there was at that time O. 15 percent or more by weight of 
alcohol in the accused's blood, it shall be presumed that the accused was 
under the influence of alcoholic intoxicants. 

Penalt ; subsequent offense; rior conviction, --Any person violating any 
prov1s1on of Sec. .shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine 
of not less than one hundred ($100, 00) dollars nor more than one thousand 
($1, 000, 00) dollars or imprisonment for not less than one (1) month nor more 
than six (6) months, either or both, in the discretion of the court trying the 
same, for a first offense, and the court may, in its discretion, suspend the 
sentence during the good behavior of the person convicted, Any person 
convicted of a second or other subsequent offense within ten (10) years thereof 
shall be punishable by a fine of not less than on.e hundred ($100, 00) dollars 
nor more than one thousand ($1, 000. 00) dollars and by imprisonment of not 
less than one (1) month nor more than one (1) year. F_or the purposes of this 
section a conviction or finding of not innocent in the case of a juvenile under 
the provisions of Sec. 8-36 or any similar ordinance of. any county, city, or 
town in this State or the laws of any other state substantially similar to the 
provisions of Sec. 8-36 through Sec. 8-39, shall be considered a prior 
conviction. 
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Same ; forfeiture of driver ' s lic ense ; susEension of sentence, --The judgment 
of conviction, or finding of not innoc ent in the case of a juvenile , if for a 
first offense unde r Sec, 8-36 or for a similar offense tinde r any county, city, 
or town ordinanc e , shall of its elf ope rate to deprive the person so convicted 
or found of the right to drive or operate any such vehicle, conveya n c e , engine , 
or train in this State for a period of one (1) year from the date of s uch judgment, 
and if for a s e cond or other subsequent offense within ten (10) years thereof, 
for a period of three {3) years from the /date of the judgment of conviction or 
finding of not innocent thereof. If any person has h e retofor e been convicted 
or found not innoc ent of violating any similar act of this State and thereafter 
is convicted or found not innocent of violating the provisions of Sec. 8 -36 s uch 
conviction or finding shall for the purpose of this s ection and Sec, 8-37 be a 
subsequent offens e and shall be punished accordingly; and the court may, in 
its discretion, suspend the sentence during the good behavior of the person 
convicted or found not innoc e nt, 

Drivin after forfeiture of license. --If any person so convicted shall , during 
t e time or which e is d eprived of his right so to do, drive o r op e rate any 
such vehicle, conveyance, engine, or train in this Town, he shall be guilty of 
a misdemeanoi- and shall be confined in jail not l es s than ten (10) days nor 
more than six (6) months and m a y in addition b e #ned not exceeding five 
hundred ($500 . 00) dollars, · ·' 
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Article 4 

The Rules of the Road 

Drive on right side of highways. --Except as otherwise provided by law, upon 
all highways oi sufficient width the driver of a vehicle shall drive the same 
upon the right half of the highway, unless it is impracticable to travel on 
such side of the highway, and except when overtaking and passing another 
vehicle, subject to the provisions applicable to overtaking and p assing set 
forth in Secs. 8-47, 8-48, 8-49, and 8-51. 

Keep to the ri ht in crossin intersections o.r railroads. --In crossing an 
intersection of highways or t e intersection o a highway by a railroad right 
of way, the driver of a vehicle shall at all times cause such vehicle to travel 
on the right half of the highway unless such right side is obstructed or 
impassable . 

Special re~ulations applicable on streets and highways laned for traffic. --When
ever any highway has been divided into clearly marked lanes for traffic, 
drivers of vehicles s hall obey the following regulations: 

(a) A vehicle shall normally be driven in .the lane nearest the right 
hand edge or curb of the highway when such lane i .s available for travel except 
when overtaking another vehicle or in preparation for a left turn or as 
permitte d in paragraph (d) of this section. 

(b) A vehicle shall be driven as nearly as is practicable entirely 
within a single lane and shall not be moved from such lane until the driver has 
·first ascertained that such movement can be made with safety. 

(c) Upon a highway which is divided into three (3) lanes a vehicle shall 
not be driven in the center lane except when overtaking and passing another 
vehicle or in preparation for a left turn or unless such center lane is at the 
time allocated exclusively to traffic moving in the direction the vehicle is 
proceeding and is signposted or marked to give notice of such allocation. 

{d) When right hand lanes have been designated for a slow-moving 
traffic and when such lanes are signposted or marked to give notice of such 
designation a vehicle may be driven in any lane allocated to traffic moving 
in the direction such vehicle is proceeding, but when traveling within such 
inside lanes vehicles shall be driven at approximately the speed authorized 
in such lanes and speed shall not unnecessarily be decreased so as to block, 
hinder or retard traffic . 
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(e ) Wherever a highway is marked with double t r affic lines consisting 
of a solid line immediately adjacent to a broken line, no vehicl e s hall b e 
driven to the left of such line if the solid line is on the right of the b roken line, 
except that it shall be lawful to make a left turn for the purpos e of entering 
or l eaving a public, private or commercial r oad or entrance . 

(f) Wherever q. highway is marked with double traffic lines consisting 
of two (2) immediately adjacent solid lines, no vehicle shall be driven to th e 
left of such line s , except that it shall be lawful to make a l eft turn for the 
purpose of ent ering or l eaving a public, private or commercial road or 
entrance. 

Pas sing vehicles proceeding in opposite dir ections. - -Drivers . of vehicles 
proceeding in opposite directions shall pass e ach other to the right, each 
giving to the other, as nearly as possible, one-half (1/2) of the m ain traveled 
portion of the roadway. 

Passing upon ove rtaking a vehicle, --The driver of any vehicle overtaking 
another vehicle proceeding in the same direction shall pass at least two (2) 
fee t to the left thereof and shall not again !1rive to the right side of the highw a y 
until safely clear of such overtaken vehicle , exce~t as hereinafter provided. · 

Horn si nal u on ove rtakin vehicl e. --The driver of an overtaking motor 
veh1c e w en traveling outside o a usiness or residenc e district sh.all give 
audible warning with his horn or other warning device before passing or 
attempting to pass a vehicle proceeding i n the same direction. 

When overtakin vehicle may ass on ri ht. --(a) The driver of a vehicle may 
overta e an pass upon t e rig t of another vehicle only under the following 
conditions: ' 

(1) When the vehicle overtaken is making or about to make a 
left turn, and the driver of s uch vehicle has given a signal as required; 

(2) Upon a str eet or highway with unobstructed pavement not 
occupied by parked vehicles of sufficient width for two (~) or more lines of 
moving yehicles in each direction; · 

. (3) Upon a one-way street, or upon any roadway on which 
traffic is restricted to one direction of movement, where the roadway is free 
from obstructions and of sufficient width for two (2) or more lines of moving 

. vehicles. 
(b} The driver of a vehicle may overtake and pass another vehicle 

upon the right only under condi tions permitt ing s uch movement in safety. In 
no event shall such movement be made by drivi ng off the pavement or main 
travelled portion of the roadway, 
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Driver to give wa~ to overtaking vehicle. --Except when overtaking and 
passing on the rig t is permitted, the driver of an overtaken vehicle shall 
give way to the right in favor of the overtaking vehicle on audible signal and 
shall not increase the speed of his vehicle until completely passed by the 
overtaking vehicle. 

Limitations on rivile . --(a) The driver of a 
ve icle shall not rive to the left side of the center line of a highway in 
overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction unless 
such left side is clea r ly visible and is free of oncoming traffic for a sufficient 
distance ahead to permit such overtaking and passing to be made in safety. 

(b) No person operating a truck or tractor and trailer shall pass or 
attempt to pass any truck, or tractor and trailer going in the same direction 
on an upgrade hill if such passing will impede the passage of following traffic. 

Following too closely. --(a) The driver of a motor vehicle shall not follow 
another motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer more closely than is reasonable 
and prudent, having due regard to the -speed of both vehicles and t he traffic 
upon, and conditions of, the highway at the time . 

Limitation u on turnin so as to roceed in o osite direction. - -(a) The 
driver of ave ic e within business districts, cit~es or towns shall not turn 
such vehicle so as to proceed in the opposite . dire~tion except at an intersection 
of highways. 

(b) No vehicle shall be turned so as to proceed in the opposite 
direction upon any curve, or upon the approach to or near the crest of a grade, 
where suc41vehicle cannot be seen by the driver of any other, vehicle 
approaching from any direction within 500 feet. 

osition and method of turnin at inters ections . - .. Except as may be 
irecte y police o icers or required by buttons, markers, or signs placed 

by the Town authorities, the driver of a vehicle intending to turn at an inter
section or other location on any highway shall do so as follows: 

(a) Right turn: Both the approach for a right turn and a right turn 
shall be made as close as practicable to the right hand curb or edge of the 
roadway. 

{b) Left turns on two-way roadways: At any int ersection where traffic 
is permitted fo move in both· directions on each roadway ente r ing the inter
section, an approach for a left turn shall be made in that portion of the right 
half of the roadway nearest the center line thereof and by pas sing to the right 
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of such center line where it enters the intersection and after entering the 
intersection the left turn shall be made so as to leave the intersection to the 
right of the center l.ine of the roadway being entered. Whenever practicable 
the left turn shall be made in that portion of the intersection to the l eft of the 
center of the intersection. · 

(c) Left turns on other than two-way roadways: At any intersection 
where traffic is restricted to one (1) direction on one (1) or more of the 
highways, and at any crossover from one (1) roadway of a divided highway to 
another roadway thereo~ on which traffic moves in the opposite direction the 
driver of a vehicle intending to turn left at any such intersection or crossover 
shall approach the intersection or crossover in the extreme· left hand lane 
lawfully available to traffic moving in the. direction of travel of such vehicle 
and after entering the intersection or cross over the l eft turn shall be made so 
as to leave the intersection or crossover, as n early as practicable, in the 
left hand lane lawfully available ·to traffic moving in such direction upon the 
roadway being entered. 

Signals required on starting, backing, stopping, or turning. - -Every driver 
who intends to start, back, stop, turn, or partly turn from a direct line shall 
first see that such movement can be made in safety, and whenever the 
operation of any other vehicle may be affected by. such movement, shall give· 
a signal as required in Secs. 8-56, 8-57, or 8-59.; plainly visible to the 
driver of such other vehicle, of his intention tb make such movement. 

How such signals given, --(a) The signal required by Sec . 8-55 shall be given 
by means of the hand and arm or by some mechanical or e lectrical device, in 
the manner herein specified, Whenever the signal is given by means of the 

·hand and_ arm, the driver shall indicate his intention to start, stop, turn, or 
partly turn· by extending the hand and arm from and beyond i:he left side of the 
vehicle,. in the manner following: · 

(1) For left turn or to pull to the left, the arm shall be extend .. 
ed in. a·. horizontal position straight from and lev~l with the shoulder, 

(2) For right. turn or to pull to the right, the arm shall be ex-
tended upward. · 

(3) For slowing down or to stop, the arm shall be extended 
downward, 

(4) The driver of a vehicle shall not back the same unless such 
movement can be made with reasonable safety and without interfering with 
other traffic. 

(b) Wherever the lawful speed is more than thirty-five {35) miles per 
hour such signals shall be given continuousl?y for a distance of at least one 
hundred {100) feet, and in all other cases at least fifty {50) feet, before 
slowing down, stopping, turning, partly turning, or materially altering the 
course of the vehicle. 
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.Cha_nge of course after giving signal. --Drivers having once given a hand, 
eiectrical, or mechanical device signal must continue the course thus 
indicated, unle ss they alter the original signal and take care that drivers of 
vehicles and pedestrians have seen and are aware of the change. 

Duty of drivers r eceivin si nals. - -Drivers receiving a signal from another 
driver sha eep their vehicle under complete control and shall be able to 
avoid an accident resulting from a misunderstanding of such signal. 

rior to movin standin vehicles into traffic. --Driv ers of vehicles 
standing or stopped at t e curb or edge before moving such vehicles shall 
give signals of their intention to move into traffic, as hereinbefore provided, 
before turning in the direction the ve:W.cle will proceed from the curb. 

Right of way; eneral rule· forfeitur e b unlawful s eed. - - E x c ept as provided 
in Sec. 8- 2, when two Z vehicles approach or enter a n intersection at 
approximately the same time, the driver of the vehicle on the left shall yield 
the right of way to the vehicle on the right unless a "Yield Right of Way " sign 
is posted. Where any such sign i s posted, the driver of the vehicle approach
ing or entering such intersection on the highway, road , or street on which 
such sign is posted shall yield the right of. way to the driver of a vehicle 
approaching or entering the circle. The driver o~ any. vehicle traveling at an 
unlawful speed shall forfeit any right of way which' he might otherwis e have 
hereunder. 

Same; vehicle turning to left . --The drive r of a vehicle, in an intersection and . 
turning therein -to the left across the line of t _ravel of vehicles within or 
·approaching the intersection shall yield the right of way to such other vehicles, 
provided; that where the re is an automatic signal device go_verning the flow of 
traffic at any intersection and allowing turns to the left while all other 
vehicular ·traffic is required to stop, any v e hicle making such turn shall have 
the right of way over all other vehicles approaching the intersection. . . . 

Stop before entering public highway or crossing sidewalls from private road, 
-etc; yielding right of way. --The driver of a vehicle ente_ring a public highway 
or crossing a sidewalk from a private road, driveway, alley, o r building 
shall stop immediately before entering such highway or cros s ing such sidewalk 
and, · upon entering such highway o r crossing such sidewalk shall yield the 
right of way to all vehicles approaching on such public highway or to all 
pedestrians or vehicles approaching on such public sidewalk. 
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Approach of police or fire department vehicles, ambulances, etc; rescue 
vehicle defined. --Upon the approach of any police vehicle, fire department 
vehicle, vehicle owned or operated by a member of a volunteer fire company, 
rescue vehicle, or ambulance, giving auduble signal by siren or exhaust 
whistle, the driver of every other vehicle shall immediately drive the same 
to a position as near as possible and parallel to the right-hand edge or curb, 
clear of any intersection of highways, and shall stop and remain in such 
position unless otherwise directed by a police or traffic officer, until the 
police or fire department vehicle or vehicle owned or operated by a member 
of a volunteer fire company, rescue vehicle, or ambulance shall have passed. 
This provision shall not operate to relieve the driver of a police or fire 
department vehicle, or vehicle owned or operated by a member of a 
volunteer fire company, rescue vehicle, or ambulance from the duty to 
drive with due regard for the safety of all persons using the highway, nor shall 
it protect the driver of any such vehicle from the consequences of an arbitrary 
exercise of such right of way. 

As used in this Title, the term 11 rescue vehicle 11 is defined as any 
vehicle designed or utilized for the principal purposes o'f supplying 
'resuscitation or other emergency relief where human life is endangered. 

Police officers and others exempt from regulations in certain emergencies; 
exceptions and additional requirements. --(a) .. The ... operator of any publicly 
owned vehicle operated by or under the direction of the police officer in the 
chase or· apprehension of violators of the law or persons charged with or 
suspected by any such violation, and the operator of any vehicle used for the 
purpose of fighting fire or a vehicle owned by a political subdivision of the 
Commonwealth for rescue purposes when traveling in response to a fire alarm 
or respir~tor call, and the operator of any ambulance or rescue or life saving 
vehicle, whether such vehicle is publicly owned or operated by a non-profit 
corporation or association when such vehicle is being used in the performance 
of public services, and when such vehicle is operated under emergency 
conditions may, without subjecting himself to criminal prosecution: 

· _ (1) Proceed past red signal, light, 'stop sign, or device 
indicating that moving traffic shall stop if the speed and move11nent of the 
vehicle is reduced and controlled so that it can pass a signal, light or device 
with due -regard to the safety of persons and property. 

· (2) Park or stand notwithstanding the provisions of this chapter. 
(3) Disregard regulations governing a direction of movement 

of vehicles turning in specified directions so long as the operator does not en
danger life or property. 

(b) These exemptions, hereinbefore
0
granted to such a moving vehicle, 

shall apply only when the operator of such vehicle displays a flashing, blinking 
or alternating red light and sounds a siren, bell, or exhaust whistle, as may 
be reasonably necessary, and only when there is in force and effect for such 
vehicle standard automobile liability insurance covering injury or death to 
any one person in the sum of at least $25, 000. Such exemptions shall not, 
however, protect the operator of any such vehicle from criminal prosecution 
_for conduct constitutingJeckless disregard of the safety of persons and 
property. Nothing in this section shall be construed to release the operator 
of any such vehicle from civil liability for failure to use reasonable care in 
such operation. 
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Followin or arkin near fire a aratus. - -It shall be unlawful for the driver 
o any ve icle, other t an one on of icial business, to follow any fire apparatus 
traveling in response to a fire alarm at any distance closer than five hundred 
(500) feet to such apparatus, or to park such vehicle within five hundred (500) 
feet of where fire apparatus has stopped in answer to a fire alarm, 

Driving over a fire hose. --It shall be uruawful, without the consent of the fire 
department official in command, for the driver of any vehicle to drive over 
any unprotected hose of a fire department laid down for use at any fire or 
alarm of fire. 

Ridin or drivin on sidewalks . --If any person ride or drive any vehicle, 
inc u ing icyc es an motorcycles, on the sidewalks of the town, he shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be fined not less than five 
($5. 00) dollars no:r more than twenty-five ($25. 00} dollars, 



8-68 

8-69 

8-70 

8-71 

8-72 

8-35 

Article 5 

Protection of Pedestrians 

How and where pedestrians to cross. -- When crossing highways or streets 
pedestrians shall not carelessly or maliciously inte rfere with the orderly 
pas sage of vehicles. They shall cross wherever possible only at intersections, 
They shall cross only at right angles. 

Right of way' of pedestrians. --(a) The driver of any vehicle upon a highway 
within a business or residence district shall yield the right of way to a 
pedestrian crossing such highway within any clearly marked crosswalk or any 
regular pedestrian crossing included in the prolongation of the lateral 
boundary lines of the adjacent sidewalk at the end of a block, except at 
intersections where the movement of traffic is being regulated by traffic 
officers or traffic devices . 

(b) No pedestrian shall enter or cross an intersection in disregard 
of approaching traffic. 

(c) The drivers of vehicles entering, crossing, or turning at inter
sections shall change their course, slow down, or come to a complete stop if 
necessary to permit pedestrians to cros .s such intersections safely and 
expeditious 1 y. . .>· 

(d) Pedestrians crossing highways or streets at intersections shall at 
all t~mes have the right of way over vehicles making turns into the highways 
or streets being crossed by the pedestrians . 

Pedestrians stepp~ng into street where they cannot be seen. --Pedestrians shall 
not step into that portion of a highway or street open to moving vehichlar 
traffic at any point between intersections where their presence would be 
obscured from the vision of drivers of approaching vehicles by a vehicle or 
other obstruction at the curb or side, except to board a passenger bus or to 
enter a .safety zone, in.which event they shall cross the highway or street 
only at right angles, 

Boarding or alighting from buses. - -When actually. boarding or alighting from 
passenger buses, pedestrians shall have the right of way over vehicles, but 
shall not, in order to board or alight from passenger buses, step into the 
highway or street sooner nor remain there longer than is absolutely necessary. 

Pedestrians not to use roadway except when necessary; keeping to left . -
Pedestrians shall not use the roadways or streets other than the sidewalk 
thereof, for travel, except when necessary to do so because of the absence of 
sidewalks, reasonably suitable and passable for their use , in which case, if 
they walk upon the hard surface, or the main travelled portion of the roadway, 
they shall keep to the extreme left side or edge thereof, or where the shoulders 
of the highway are of sufficient width to permit, they may walk on either 
shoulder thereof. 
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or runners; ersons ridin bic cles, etc . not to attach to vehicles. --
a o person shall play on a highway or street other than upon the 

;:;idewalks thereof. No person shall us e on a highway or street where play is 
prohibited roller skates, or toys or other devices on wheels or runners, 
except bicycles and motorcycles. 

(b) No person riding upon any bicycle, roller skates, toys or other 
devices on wheels or runners, shall attach the same or himself to any vehicle 
upon a roadway. 

Penalty for violating Secs. 8-68 through 8-73. --Any person convicted of 
violating any of the provisions of Secs. 8-68 through 8-73 shall be fined not 
less than two ($2. 00) dollars nor more than twenty-five ($25. 00) dollars for 
each offense, 

When vehicles to stop for pedestrians carr in white or red-ti ed white cane. 
henever a pedestrian is eras sing or attempting to eras s a public street or 

highway, within the corporate limits of the Town, carrying in a raised or 
extended position a cane or walking stick clearly visible above the body which 
is white in color or white tipped with red, the driver of every vehicle 
approaching the intersection or place of eras sing shall bring his vehicle to a 
full stop before arriving at such intersection or place of crossing, unless such 
intersection or place of eras sing is controlleP. bi f' traffic officer , 

Unlawful for person not blind or incapacitated to carry such cane. :- ~It is 
unlawful for any person, unless totally or partially blind or otherwise 
incapacitated, while on any public street or highway to carry in a raised or 
extended position 'a cane or walking stick which is white in color or white 

·tipped wi_th red. · 

ViOlation of Sec. 8-75 and Sec. 8-76. --Any person who violates any provision 
Of Sec. 8-75 or Sec. 8-7b shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished by a 
fine not exceeding tWeJ?.ty-five ($25. 00) dollars or imprisonment in jail not 
exceeding t~n (10) days, or both. 

Construction of Sec. 8..,75 and Sec. 8.:.76; failure to use cane· or fiuide dog not 
contributory negligence. --Nothing contained in Sec. 8-75 or 8- b shall be 
construed to deprive any totally or partially blind or otherwise incapacitated 
person, not carrying such a cane or walking stick or not being guided by a 
dog, of the rights and privilege s conferred by law upon pedestrians eras sing 
streets or highways, nor shall the failure of such totally or partially blind or 
otherwise incapacitated person to carry a ctane or wal king stick, or to be 
guided by a guide dog be held to constitute or be evidence of contributory 
negligence. · · 

Driving through safety zone Erohibited. - - The driver of a vehicle shall not at 
any time drive through or over a safety zone, 
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Article 6 

Railway and Highway Crossing; Parking and Stopping on Highway 

Railroad warning signals must be obeyed. --It shall be unlawful for any 
person driving a vehicle to disobey a clearly visible or audible crossing signal 
which signal gives warning of the immediate approach of devices used 
exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks. 

Stopping on hi~hways; general rule. --(a) No vehicle shall be stopped in such 
manner as to impede or render dangerous the use of the highway by others, 
except in the case of an emergency as the result of an accident or mechanical 
breakdown, in which case a report shall be made to the nearest police officer 
as soon as practicable and the vehicle shall be removed from the roadway to 
the shoulder as soon as possible and removed from the shoulder without 
unnecessary delay; and, if said vehicle is not promptly' removed, such removal 
may also be ordered by a police officer at the expense of the owner if the 
disabled vehicle creates a traffic hazard. · 

(b) No vehicle shall be stopped except close to and parallel to the 
right-hand edge of. the curb or roadway, except that a vehicle may be stopped 
close to and parallel to the left-hand curb or edge of the roadway on one-way 
streets or may be parked at an angle where p·ermitted by the State Highway 
Commission or local authorities with respect to streets and highways under 
their jurisdiction. 

The provisions of this section shall not apply to any vehicle owned or 
.controlled by the Commonwealth of Virginia, Department of Highways, or the 
Town of Vienna, while actually engaged in the construction, reconstruction or 
maintenance of highways. -

Same; rural mail carriers loadin and unloadin mail. --(a) The provisions 
oft e irst paragrap o Sec. 8- 1 shall not apply to any rural mail carrier 
stopping on the highway while loading or unloading mail at a mail box, provided 
there be lettered on the back of the vehicle operated by such rural carrier, or ; 
lettered on a sign securely attached to and displayed at the rear of such vehicle,: 
in letters at le.ast four (4) inches in height, the following: 

CAUTION 

FREQUENT STOPS 

U. S. Mail 

(b) Provided further that nothing in this section shall be construed so 
as to relieve any such mail carrier from civil liability for such stopping on 
any highway, if he is negligent in so. doing, and if said negligenc e proximately 
contributes to any personal injury or property damage resulting therefrom. 
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Same; to discharge cargo or pass engers; school buses. --No truck or bus, 
or part ther e of, except a school bus shall b e stoppe d on the travel ed portion 
of any highway outside of the Town of Vienna for the purpose of discharging 
or taking on passengers or cargo unles s the operator cannot l eave the 
traveled portion of the highway with safety. A school bus may be stopped on 
the traveled portion of the highway when taking on or discharging school 
children, but these stops shall be made only at points where the bus can be 
clearly seen for a safe distance from both directions . 

Leaving scene of accident when directed to do so by officer, --A person shall 
leave the scene of an accident when directed to do so by a police office.r. 

Flares and other signals when vehicle disabled in highway after dark. - -When
ever any bus or truck is disabled upon any portion of the traveled portion of 
any highway in this State, except upon streets or highways which are 
artifically lighted at night, at any time during which lights are required upon 
motor vehicles by Sec. 8-99 the operator of such bus or truck s hall place or 
cause to be placed on the roadway three (3) red refl.ectqr fl.ares or torches of 
a type approved by the Superintendent. One (1) of the fl.ares or torches shall 
be placed in the center of the lane of traffic occupied by the disabled bus or 
truck and not less than one hundred (100) feet therefrom in the direction of 
the traffic approaching in that lane, one (l) not less than one hundred (100) 
feet from such truck or bus in the opposite direction and one (1) at the traffic 
side of such bus o·r truck not closer than ten (10) feet from the front or rear 
thereof; provided, howeve r, that if such bus or truck is disabled within five 
hundred (500) feet of a curve or crest of a hill, or other obstruction to view, 
the flares or torches in that direction shall be so placed as to afford ample 
.warning to other users of the highway, but in no case l e ss than five hundred 
(500) feet from the disabled vehicle. 

. . . 
Same; when red reflector flares or r e d lantern fl.ares required instead of 
fl.ares. --If any .such vehicle is used for the transportation of inflammable 
liquids in bulk, whethe'r loaded or empty, or for transporting inflammable 
gas es, red reflector fl.ares or red electric lanterns of a .type approved by the 
Superintendent of State Police shall be used, Such refl.e.ctors or lanterns sh~l.11 
be light~d and placed upon the roadway in the manner provid e d in the 
preceding section. 

Same; when red fla&s required instead of fl.ares, etc . --During such time as 
lights on motor vehicles are not required red £1.ags not less than tw elve (12) 
inches both in length and width shall be us ed in the place of flares, torches, 
reflectors or lanterns . The flags s hall be placed upon the roadway in the 
manner prescribed in Sec. 8 - 85 and Sec. 8-86 for flares, torches, reflectors, 
and lanterns, except that no flag shall b e required to be placed at the side of 
such vehicle; but if the disablement of such vehicles continues into the period 
when lights on motor vehicles are required, flar e s, torches, reflectors or 
lanterns shall be placed as require d by Sec, 8-85 and S e c. 8-86 . 

Parking in front of fire hydrant, near street corner, fire station, e tc. --No 
person shall park a vehicle or permit it to stand, whether attended or 
unattended, upon a highway in front of a private driveway or within fifteen (15) 
feet in either direction of a fire hydrant or the entrance to a fir e station, nor 
within twenty (20) feet from the intersection of curb lines or, if none , then 
w ithin fifteen (15) feet of the intersection of property lines at an intersection 
of highways. 
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Article 7 · 

Lighting Equipment 

Equipment required. --Every vehic~e operated or moved upon a highway within 
this State sh:alf at all times be equipped with such lamps as are in this 
Article respectively required for different classes of vehicles, which !;amps 
shall at all .times be capable of being lighted, except as herein otherwise 
provided; but this section shall not apply to any vehicle for transporting well
drilling machinery when operated only between the hours of sunrise and sunset. 

Head lamps on motor vehicles. --Every motor vehicle other than a motorcycle, 
road roller, road machinery or tractor used on a highway shall be equipped 
with at least two head lamps as approved by the Superintendent, at the front 
of and on opposite sides of the motor vehicle, 

Head lamls on motorcycle~. - -Every motorcycle shall l;>e equipped with at 
least one 1) and not more than two (Z) head lamps which shall be of a type 
that has been approved by the Superintendent and shall be capable of project
ing sufficient light to the front of such mo~orcycle to render discernible a 
person or object at a distance of two hundred (ZOO) feet but shall not project 
a glaring or dazzling light to persons approaching:' such motorcycles. 

Rear lamps. --Every motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer which is being 
drawn at the end of one or more other vehicles, or motorcycles shall carry 
at the rear a lamp capable of exhibiting a red light plainly visible in clear 

.weather from a distance of five hundred (500) feet to the rear of such vehicle 
and such· rear lamp shall be constructed and so mounted in its relation to the 
rear license plate as to illuminate by a white light such license plate so that 
the sam·e may be read from a distance of fifty (50) feet to the rear of such 
vehicle; or a separate white light shall be so mounted as to illuminate and 
make visible such rear license from a distance of fifty (50) feet to the rear of 
such vehicle, such rear light or special white light to b~ _of a type that has 

· been approved by the Superintendent; 

Lamps on bicycles. --(a) Ev_ery bicycle when in use between sunset and sunrise 
shall be equipped with a lamp on the front which shall emit a white light visible 
in clear weather from a distance of at least 500 feet to the front and with a red 
reflector on the rear of a type approved by the Superintendent which shall be 
visible from all distances in clear weather from 50 feet to 300 feet to the rear 
when directly in front of lawful upper beams of head lamps on a motor 
vehicle. A lamp emitting a red light visible in clear weather from a distance 
of 500 feet to the rear may be used in lieu of or in addition to the red 
reflector. The lamps herein required shall be of a type that has been 
approved by the Superintendent, 
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(b) hi addition to the lamps required herein, each such vehicle shall be 
equipped with amber reflectors located on the side thereof, at or near the 
front. Red reflectors shall be used on the rear of each such vehicle. Such 
reflectors shall be securely fastened to the vehicle not less than twenty-four 
(24) inches and not more than sixty (60) inches from the ground, provided that 
in the case of a vehicle which is less than twenty-four (24) inches in height 
such reflector shall be securely fastened thereto at the highest point the 
structure of the vehicle will permit. The reflectors required herein shall be 
of a type that has been approved by the Superintendent .. 

(c) If any vehicle is so constructed as to make compliance with the 
requirements of this section impractical, the lamps and reflectors required 
herein shall be placed on th"e vehicle in accordance with the Superintendent 's 
regulations; however, the requirement of reflectors shall not apply to school 
buses unless used during the time that lights are required. 

Lam s on other vehicles; reflex reflectors. --(a) All vehicles or other mobile 
equipment not ereto ore in this article required to be equipped with specified 
lamps shall carry one (1) or more lamps or lanterns capable of projecting 
a white light to the front and a red light to the r ear visible in clear weather 
from a distanc e of not less than five hundred (50Q) feet to the front and rear of 
such vehicles. :· 

(b) hi lieu of or in addition to the lamps or lanterns a reflex reflector 
of a type,_ size and color .·approved by the Superintendent may be pe:i;..manently 
affixed to the rear and front of such vehicle. 

enerall • --All motor vehicles, trailers, or 
~~_,_.~o,.-:-~----..----=,.....~--~"'--'o<r.:~,,,.-~<:-

. semitraiiers exceeding seven 7 feet in height or in width or the widest portion 
of which extends four (4) inches beyond the front fender ext-remes shall be · 
equipped with lamps mounted at the extreme right and left hand front top 
corners of such vehicle, each of which lamps shall be capable of projecting an 
amber light visible in clear weather for a distance of at least five hundred 
(500) feet to, the front of such vehicle, and shall be e quipped with lamps 
mounted at the extreme right and left hand rear top corners of such vehicle, 
each of which lights shall be capable of projecting a red· light visible in clear 
weather ·for a distance of at least five hundred (500) feet to the rear of such 
vehicle. If the front or the rear of such vehicle shall not be the w idest portion 
of such vehicle the dimension or marker lights required in this · section shall 
be mounted on the widest portions of the vehicle with the amber light s herein 
required visible from .the f;i.-ont as h e rein requir ed and the red lights herein 
visible from the rear as herein required. o 

Same; vehicles or loads exceeding thirty-five (35) feet. --Whenever any motor 
vehicle or combination of vehicles .whose actual l ength, including the road 
thereon, shall exceed thirty -five (35) fe et and is not subject to the provisions 
of Sec. 8-95, such vehicles shall, when operated during the hours of darkness, 
be equipped with reflectors of a type approved by the Superintendent. Such 
reflectors shall be mounted on the widest part of the towed vehicle or the l oad 
thereon so as to be visible from the front and sides of the vehicle. 
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Spotlights and ditch lights. --Any motor vehicle or motorcycle may be equipped 
with not to exceed two (2) spotlights or two {2) ditch lights which when lighted 
shall be aimed and used so that no portion of the beam will be directed to the 
left of the center of the highway at any time or more than one hundred {100) 
feet ahead of the vehicle and shall be of a type that has been approved by the 
Superintendent. No such spotlights shall be used in conjunction with or as a 
substitute for required headlights, except in case of emergency. 

ve ic es, etc. -- ny motor vehicle may be equipp,ed with not to exceed two (2) 
fog lamps, one (1) passing lamp, one (1) driving lamp, two (2) side lamps of 
not more than six candle power; interior light of not more than fifteen (15) 

. candl e power; vacant or destination signs on vehicles operated as public 
carriers, and signal lamps. 

Any police vehicle, fire department vehicle, school bus, vehicle 
owned or operated by a member of a volunteer fire company, ambulance, any 
rescue vehicle, whether publicly or privately owned, used for emergency 
calls, and any vehicle used for the principal purpose of towing disabled 
vehicles or in constructing, maintaining, and repairing public highways or 
utilities on or along public highways, may ,b e equipped with fl.ashing, blinking 
or alternating warning lights of a type approved bY, the Superintendent. The 
Superintendent may limit the number of vehicl es t6 be equipped with such 
warning lights owned by any one department, association or person._ 

In addition to the foregoing, the Superintendent, upon application of the 
chief of any volunteer fire company, shall authorize the issuance of permits to 
members of any volunteer fire company designated by the chief in such 
application, to equip one {l) privately owned v ehicle each with warning lights 
for use in emerge_ncy calls . Provided however , that no motor vehicle shall be 
operated on any highway which is equipped with any lighting device other than 
the lamps required or permitted in this article or required or permitted by 
the Superintendent . · 

': · · .. 
When li hts to be li hted; number of 1i hts to be li hted at an time; use of 
warmng li%hts. -- a Every vehicle upon a highway wit in this state shall 
display Hg~ted lamps and illuminating devices as r e quired by this article 
from a half (l /2) hour after sunset to a half {l /2) hour before sunrise and at 
any other time wheh, due to insufficient light or unfavorable atmospheric 
conditions, persons or vehicles are not clearly discernible at a distance of 
five hundred (500) feet . 



8-42 

8-99 (cont.) 

8-100 

8-101 

8'-102 

8-103 

(b) Not more than four (4) lamps used to provide general illumination 
ahead of the vehicle, including at least two (2) head lamps and any other com
bination of fog lamps, passing lamp, driving lamp or other auxiliary lamp 
approved by the Superintendent shall be lighted at any time, Provided, how
ever, this limitation shall not preclude the display of such warning lights as 
may be authorized in Sec. 8-98, nor such lights as may be authorized by the 
Superintendent for purposes of identification, other than warning lights. 

(c) ·Vehicles equipped with warning lights authorized in Sec. 8-98 
shall display such lights at all times when engaged in emergency calls, and if 
engaged in towing disabled vehicles or in constructing, repairing and · 
maintaining public highways or utilities on or along public highways, such 
lights shall be displayed during the periods prescribed in paragraph (a). 

Re uirements as to sin le-beam head lam s. --Approved single beam head 
amps shall e aimed in accordance with requirements adopted by the 

Superintendent so as not to project a glaring or dazzling light to persons 
approaching such head lamps and shall be of sufficient intensity to reveal 
persons and objects at a distance of at least two hundred (200) feet. 

Requirements as to multiple-beam head lamps. -"'.'Approve d multiple-beam 
head lamps , shall be aimed in accordance with r~quirements adopted by the 
Superintendent ba~ed on recommendations of the Society of Automotive 
Engineers. An uppermost distribution of light shall be provided of sufficient 
intensity to reveal persons and objects at least three hundred and fifty (350) 
feet ahead and at least one (1) lower, non-glaring distribution of light shall 
be provided. All road lighting beams shall be of such intensity as to reveal 
'persons ~nd objects at least one hundred (100) feet ahead, 

Indicator lamp required. - - Every new motor vehicle hereafter sold when 
operated on a highway shall be equipped with an indicator lamp in good 
condition which shall i~dicate to the operator when the uppermost distribution 
of light is being used, 

0 

When dimming headlights, etc., r equired. --Whenever a vehicle is being 
operated upon a highway or a portion thereof which is sufficiently lighted to 
reveal any person or object upon such way at a distance of three hundred and 
fifty (350) feet ahead, the operator of such vehicle shall us e one (1) of the 
lowermost distributions of light or shall dim the head lamps if the vehicle has 
single beam lamps. 'Whenever a vehicle approaches an oncoming vehicle 
within five hundred (500) feet it shall be the~duty of the operator of such 
vehicle to use one (1) of the lowermost distributions of light so aimed that 
glaring rays are· not projected into the eyes of the oncoming driver or to dim 
the headlights if the vehicle has single beam lamps. Whenever the operator of 
any motor vehicle approaches from the rear or follows within two hundred (200) 
feet of any motor vehicle proceeding in the same direction, such operator 
shall use the lowermost distribution of light or shall dim the headlights if 
the vehicle has single beam lamps . 
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Dimmin or lowering headli hts on arked vehicles. --Whenever a vehicle is 
par ed sot at t e beam from the headlights of such parked vehicle will glare 
into the eyes ·of.the driver of a vehicle approaching upon a highway, it shall 
be the duty of the operator of the parked vehicle to dim or low beam such 
lights so that glaring rays ·are not projected into the eyes of such approaching 
driver. 

Specifications for and tests of lighting devices. --The Superintendent shall 
determine whether any lighting device of a type sold for use or used upon 
any motor vehicle,. trailer or semitrailer will comply with the requirements 
of this Title and the specifications adopted by him for laboratory tests. The 
Superintendent may adopt current specifications of the Society of Automotive 
Engineers for such laboratory tests .· He shall publish lists of approved 
devices by name and type. 

Lights on parked vehicles. -- Whenever a vehicle is parked or stopped upon a 
highway, whether attended or unattended, during the period from a half 
(1/2) hour after sunset to a half (1/2) hour before sunri"se there shall be 
displayed upon such vehicle one (1) or more lamps projecting a white or amber 
light visibl_e in clear weather from a distance of five hundred (500) feet to the 
front of such vehicle and projecting a red light visible under like conditions 
from a distance of five hundred (500) feet to the rear. 
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Article 8 

Brakes, Horns, and other Mechanical Equipment 

Brakes. --Every motor vehicle when operated upon a highway shall be equipped 
with brakes adequate to control the movements of and to stop and hold such 
vehicle, and such brakes shall be maintained in good working order and shall 
conform to regulations provided in Sec. 8-107 through Sec, 8-110. 

Within what distances brakes should sto vehicle. --On a dry, hard, 
approximately evel stretch of highway free from loose material, the service 
(foot) brake shall be capable of stopping the motor vehicle at a speed of twenty 
(20) miles per hour within a distance of twenty-five (25) feet with four (4) 
wheel brakes or forty-five (45) feet with two (2) wheel brakes. The hand brake 
shall be capable of stopping the vehicle under like conditions within a distance 
of not more than seventy five (75) feet, 

Same; trucks, etc. --Motor trucks and tractortrucks with semitrailers attached 
shall be capable oi stopping on a dry, hard,, approximately level highway free 
from loose material at a speed of twenty (20) miles per hour within the 
following distances: Thirty (30) feet with both ha.rid and service brake applied 
simultaneously and fifty (50) feet when either is applied separately , . 

, 
Brakes on trailers. --(a) Every semitrailer or trailer or separate vehicle 
attached by a Cirawbar, chain, or coupling to a towing vehicle other than a 
farm tractor or a vehicle not required to obtain an annual registration 
certificate for license plates under 46. 1-45, Code of Virgin.ia, 1950, as amend
ed, and having an actual gross weight of three thousand (3, 000) pounds or 
more, shall be equipped with brakes controlled or operated by the driver of the 
towing vehicle which shall conform to the specifications set forth in Sec. 8-109 
and .shall be of a type approved by the Superintendent. 

(b) "Gross weight" for the purpose of this s ectio:i;i include s the load 
upon such semitrailer, trailer, or separate vehicle. 

Rei!uirements for parking . --No person having control or charge of a motor 
ve cle shall alfow such vehicle to stand on any highway unattended without 
first effectively setting the hand brake thereon, stopping the motor and turning 
the front wheels into the curb or side of the highway. 

:•' '}. 
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8-112 Steering gear. --Every motor vehicle being operated upon a highway shall be 
equipped wit'h steering gear adequate to insure the safe control of the vehicle 
which shall not show signs of weakness or breaking under ordinary conditions. 

8-113 Horns. --Every motor vehicle operated upon a highway shall be equipped with 
a horn in good working order, capable of emitting sound audible under normal 
conditions over a distance of not less than two hundred (200) feet. 

8-114 Ille al sirens, whistles, etc.; unlawful use of horn, etc. --It shall be unlawful 
or any ve 1c e to e equ1ppe wit or for any person to use upon any vehicle 

any siren or exhaust, compression or spark plug whistle or horn except as 
may be authorized in this Title. It shall be unlawful for any vehicle to be 
equipped with or for any person to use any horn or warning device while upon 
a highway or any way open to public travel that is not of a type that has been 
approved by the Superintendent or for any person at any time to use a horn 
otherwise than as a reasonable warning or to make any unnecessary or 
unreasonably loud or harsh sound by means of a horn or other warning device, 
except that the vehicles of common carriers or extraordinarily large and 
heavy vehicles may be equipped with such type of warning device as the 
Superintendent may require or permit. 

8-115 Sirens or exhaust whistles upon emer ency vehicies. --Every police vehicle 
an 1re epar ment ve 1c e an every am u ance or rescue vehicle used for 
emergency calls shall be equipped with a siren or exhaust whistle of a type 
not prohibited by the Superintendent. The Superintendent, upon application of 

8-116 

. the chief of any volunteer fire company shall authori:z;e the issuance of permits 
to not more than three (3) officers of such volunteer fire company, designated 
by the chief in such application, to equip their respective privately-owned 
motor vehicles with a siren of a type not prohibited by the Superintendent, for 
use in emergency calls of the fire company only; provided that no person shall 
so equip more than one (1) such motor vehicle. 

It shall be unlawful for any member of a volunteer fire company to 
install any such siren without first obtaining a permit or to use the siren for 
any other purpose than answering a fire call of his company. Any person 
violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Warning devices on school buses; use thereof. - - Every bus used for the 
principal purpose of transporting school children shall be equipped with a 
warning device of such type as may be prescribed by the State Board of 
Education after consultation with the Superfhtendent of State Police. Such a 
warning device shall indicate when such bus is stopped, is about to stop, and 
when it is taking on or discharging children. Such warning device shall be 
used c..nd in operation for a distance of not less than one hundred (100) feet 
before any proposed stop of such bus if the lawful speed limit is less than 
thirty-five (35) miles per hour, and for a distance of at least two hundred 
(200) feet before any proposed stop of such bus if the lawful speed limit is 
thirty-five (35) miles per hour or more, 
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(b} Any person operating such bus who fails or refuses to equip such 
vehicle being driven by him with such equipment, or who fails to use such 
warning devices in the operation of such vehicle shall be guilty of a misde..:. 

.meanor, and shall on conviction be fined not less than five ($5. 00) dollars nor 
more than twenty-five ($25. 00) dollars . 

Failure to use school bus warnin devices not to relieve motorist from dut , 
he fa ure of any sc ool bus to have the warning device prescribed in Sec, 

8-116 or the failure of the operator to use such warning device shall not 
relieve the operator of any motor vehicle from the duty to stop at or before 
passing such stopped school bus while taking on or discharging children as 
provided in Sec, 8-29 (f). 

Mirrors. --No person shall operate a motor vehicle upon a highway which is 
not equipped with a mirror so located as to reflect to the operator a view of 
the highway for a distance of not less than two hundred (200) feet to the rear 
of such vehicle. 

Rear fenders, flaps, or guards required for certain motor vehicles . --(a) No 
person shall operate upon a highway any motor vehicle or combination of 
vehicles having a licensed gross weight in excess' ,of forty thousand (40, 000) 
pounds which motor vehicle or combination of vehicles is not equipped with 
rear fenders, flaps, or guards which shall be of such size as will substantially 
prevent the projection of rocks, dirt, water, or other substance to the rear. 
Vehicles used exclusively for ha:uling logs shall be exempt from the provisions 
of this section. 

(b) "Gross weight" for the purpose of this section includes the load 
upon such motor vehicles or combination of vehicles. 

Signs on windshields, etc.--It shall be unlawful for any person to operate any 
motor vehicle upon a highway with any sign, poster or other nontransparent 
material upon the front windshield, sideshields or rear windows of such 
motor vehicle other than a certificate or other paper required to be placed by 
law or which may -be permitted by the Superintendent. 

Sus.pension of ·objects so as to obstruct view of driver, --It shall be u:t?.lawful for 
any person to operate a molor vehicle upon a highway in this State with any 
object or objects, other than a rear view mirror, sun visor, or other equip
ment of the motor vehicle approved by the Superintendent, suspended from any 
part of such motor vehicle in such a manner as to obstruct the driver's clear 
view of the highway through the windshield, the front side window, or the rear 
window, 
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.Windshield wipers. --(a) Every permanent windshield on a ~otor vehicle 
shall be equipped with a device for cleaning snow, rain, moisture or other 
matter from the windshield directly in front of the operator. The device shall 
be so constructed as to be coritrolled or operated by the operator of the vehicle; 
provided that every such d evice on a vehicle designed or used to carry 
passengers for compensation or hire or as a public conveyance to transport · 
school children or others shall be of a mechanically or electrically operated · 
type. The device or d evices on any motor vehicle manufactured or assembled 
after January first, ninet een hundred and forty-three ( 1943 ), shall clean both 
the right and l eft sides of the windshield and shall be of a mechanically or 
electrically operated type . 

When safety glass required. --(a) It shall b e unlawful for .any person to 
operate on any hlghway a motor vehicle registered in this State and manu
factured or assembled after January first, nineteen hundred and thirty-five 
(1935) and designed or used for the purpose of carrying persons for 
compensation or hire or as a public conveyance to transport school children 
and other, unless such v ehicl e be equipped with safety glass wherever glass 
is used in doors, windows, windshields and sideshields. 

(b) It shall be unlaw ful to operate pn any highway any motor vehicle 
registered in this State, manufactured or assembled after January first , 
nineteen hundred and thirty-six (1936), unless such vehicle be equipped· with 
safety glass approved by the Superintendent, or meets the standard~ a nd 
specifications of the American Standards Association whenever glass is used 
in doors, windows, windshields, and sideshields. 

· (c) The term "safety glass" as used in this section shall be construed 
to mean any product composed of glass so manufactured, fabricated, or treated 
as substantially to prevent s hattering and flying of the glas ~ when struck or 
broken. The .Commissioner shall maintain a list of types of glass approved by 
the Supe·rintendent as conforming to the specifications and require m ents for 
safety glass as set forth in this s ection and shall not issue a license for or 
relicense any motor .vehicle subject to the provisions h e r ein stated unless such 
motor vehicle be equipped as herein provided w ith such .approved type of glass, 

(d) . No glazing mate rial other than safety glass shall be us ed in any 
motor v~hicle registered in this State, except that the Superintendent may 
permit safety glazing materials other than glass to be used in lieu of safety 
glass in portions of motor vehicles, trailers, and semitrailers designated by 
him; provided any such material so used bears a trade name or identifying 
mark, and has b een submitted to and approved by the Superintendent for such 
use prior to being used in any such motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer. 

(e) If any p erson shall operate any vehicle in violation of the provisions 
of this section, h e shall b e punished as provided in Sec. 8-25, if s uch p ers on 
shall operate such vehicle under a certificate issued by the State C orporation 
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of such person may in the discretion of the State Corporation Commission be 
suspended until the provisions of this Section are satisfactorily complied with. 

(f) Replacement safety glass installed in any part of a vehicle other 
than the windshield need not bear a trademark or name , provided the glass 
consists of two (2) or more sheets of glass separated by a glazing material, 
and provided the glass is cut from a piece of approved safety glass, and pro
vided the edge of the glass can be obs e rved. 

Replacement of ~las,s in vehicle. --It shall be unlawful for any person to re 
place any glass in any vehicle with any material other than an approved type 
of safety glass; provided, that safety· glazing materials other than glass 
approved by the Superintendent as provided in Sec, 8-123 may be used to re
place safety glass in any portion of a motor vehicle which has been designated 
for such use by the Superintendent. 

Cleats, etc., on tires; chains . --No tire on a vehicle moved on a highway shall 
llave on its periphery any block, stud, flange, cleat or spike or any other 
protuberance of any material other than rubber which projects beyond the tread 
of the traction surface of the ti:r:e, except that its.hall be permissible to use 
farm machinery having protuberance s which will ~pt injure the highway and to 
use tire chains of reasonable proportions when required for safety because of 
snow, ice or other conditions tending to cause a vehicle to slide or skid. 

When signal device required; exc.eption as to, motorcycles. -- (a) Any motor 
vehicle which is so constructed or carries .a load in such a manner as to pre • 
vent a · hand and arm signal required in Sec . 8 - 56 fro:rn being visible both to 
the front and rear of such vehicle or any vehicle the driver -0f which is 
incapable of giving the required hand and arm signals shall b e equipped with a 
mechanical or electrical signal device which meets the requirements of this 
Title and is of a type th.at has been approved by the Superintendent. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to operate on any highway a 
motor vehicle registered in this State and manufactured· or ass e mbled after 
January first , nineteen hundred and fifty-five (1955), unless such vehicle be 
equipped-with such a mechanical or electrical signal devic e on both front and 
rear. 

(c) Any such mechanical or electrical signal device may be used in 
lieu of the hand and arm signal required by Sec. 8-56. 

(d) The first two (2) paragraphs of this section shall not apply to any 
motorcycle. 
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,Requirements of such devices, --Every device intended and used to give a 
signal of intention to turn or to stop a vehicle shall b e so constructed and so 
installed as to give a signal plainly visible in clear weather and under normal 
traffic conditions from a distance of at least one hundred (100) feet to the rear 
and one hundred ( 100) feet to the front of the vehicle, except that stop signal 
need be visible only to the rear; and provided that no front signal shall be 
required on vehicles manufactured or ass em bled before January first, 
nineteen hundred and forty-three ( 1943 ). 

Flag or light at end of load. - - Whenever the load on any vehicle shall extend 
more than four (4) feet beyond the rear of the bed or body ther eof, there shall 
be displayed at the end of such load in such position as to be clearly visibl e at 
all times from the rear of such load, a red flag , not less than twelve (12) 
inches, both in length and width, except that between one-half (1/2) hour after 
sunset and one-half (1/2) hour before sunrise, there shall be displayed at the 
end of such load a red light plainly visible in clear weather at least five 
hundred (500) feet to the sides and rear of s uch vehicle. 

Exhaust s stem in ood workin order re uired ." --(a) No person shall drive 
and no owner o a motor vehicle shall permit or allow the operation of any 
owned vehicle upon a highway unless such ·motor yehicl e is equipped with an 
exhaust system of a type installed as standard faGtory e quipment, or 
comparable to that designed for use upon the particular vehicle as standard 
factory equipment, in good working order and in constant operation -to prevent 
excessive or unusual noise, annoying smoke, and escape of excess ive gas, 
steam, or oil. An exhaust system shall not be deemed to prevent excessive 
or unusual noise if it permits or allows the escape df noise in excess of that 
'p ermitte<J. by the standard factory equipment exhaust system of private 
pass eJ?.ger motor vehicles or true ks of standard make. 

(b) The term 11 exhaust system" as used in this section means all parts 
of a motor vehicle through which the exhaust pass es after leaving the engine 
block. 

Muffler cutout, etc,, illegal. - -It shall be unlawful to sell or offer for sale a 
muffler without interfor baffl e plates or other effective muffling d evice, 
commonly called "gutted muffler", "muffler cutout11

, or 11 straight exhaust", 
or for any motor vehicle to be equipped with or for any person to use such a 
"gutted muffl.er 1', 11muffler cutout ", or 11 straight exhaust" while such motor 
vehicle is being operated upon a highway. 

Construction of vehicle must prevent es ca 'e of contents. - -No vehicle shall be 
operate or move on any ig way unless sue ve ic e is so constructed as to 
prevent its contents from dropping, sifting, leaking, or otherwise escaping 
therefrom. 
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TITLE 9 

NUMBERING OF HOUSES AND BUILDINGS 

Sec. 

9-1 Uniform sys tem of numbering es tablished, 
9-2 Assignment of numbers; required use. 
9-3 Placing numbers. 
9-4 Multiple use of same number. 
9-5 Continuity of syste m. 
9-6 Duty of police to report violations. 
9-7 Violations and penalties . 

9-1 Uniform system of numbe ring established, --There is hereby e stablished a 
uniform system of numbering houses and buildings fronting on all streets, · 
avenues, and public ways in the Town of Vienna, and all hous es and buildings 
shall be numbered in accordance with the provisions of this Title. 

9-2 Assi nment of numbe rs; re uired us e , --There shall be assigned to each house 
an building located on any street, avenue, alley , or highway in said Town, i ts 
respective number under the uniform system provided for in this Title. When 
each house and building has been assigned its respective numbe r or numbers, 
the owner, occupant, or agent shall place or cause to be placed upon each . 
house or building controlled by him the numbe r or numbers assigned under the 
uniform system provided for in this Title and in accordance with the 
Numb e ring Plat bearing date of September 6, 1955, filed in the .Office of the 
Town Clerk, 

9-3 Placing numbers . --Such numbe r or numbers shall be placed within 2 0 days 
after the assigning of the prope r number. The numbers shall be conspicuously 
placed immediately· above, on, or at the side of the prope r door of each 
building so that the number c an be s een plainly from the street . Whenever any 
building is situated more than fifty (50} feet from the street line , the nuµiber of 
such building shall be conspicuously displayed at the street line, near the walk, 
driveway or common entrance to such building and upon the gate post, fence , 
tree, post , or other appropriate plac e so as to b e easily disc erni bl e fr om the 
sidewalk. 

9-4 Multiple us e of same number , --Where only one number can be ass i gned to any 
hous e or building the owner, occupant, or agent of such house or build ing w ho 
shall d e sire distinctive numbers for the uppe r and lower portion of any such 
house or building, or for any part of s uc h house or building, fronting on any 
street, s uch owner, occupant, or age nt s hall use the s u ffix A, B, C, etc,, 
as may be r e quired, 

9-5 C ontinuity o f system, --Whenever a n y house, building or structure shall be 
erectea or loca t ed in t he Town of Vienna, Virgi ni a , in orde r to preserve the 
continuity and uniformity of numbers of the hous es , buildings, and struc tures , 
it s hall be the duty of the owner to procure the correct nurribe r or numbers as 
designated from the Town Clerk for the said property and i mmediatel y to 
fast e n the said number so ass i gn e d upon said buildin g as prov ided by fhi s 
Title. No building permit s h all be issued for any house, building, o r 
structure until the owner ha_s procured from the Clerk the official nuinber of 
the premi ses. 
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9-6 Duty of police to report violations, --It shall be the duty of all police officers 
of the Town of °\Tienna, Virginia, to report violations of any provision of this 
Title, 

9-7 Violations and penalties, --.Failure to comply with the provisions of this Title 
shall constitute a misdemeanor, and ea<fh day that such violation continues to 
exist shall constitute a separate offense~ 

" 
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TITLE 10 

PLUMBING 

General Provisions. 
Quality and· Weights of Materials. 
The Plumbing System, 

Sections 10-1 to 10-37 
Sections 10-38 to 10-53 
Sections 10-54 to 10-129 

Chapter l 

General Provisions 

Article 1 

Definitions; licenses; fees; permits; penalties 

Definitions. 
License required. 
Permit required; exception. 
Fees for permits and inspections. 
Penalties for all violations of this Title except as provided in Sections 

10,.16 and 10-18, 

Article 2 

General ~egulations 

Grades of horizontal piping. 
Change in direction. 
Prohibited fittings. 
Dead ends. 
Protection of material. 
Workmanship. 
Installation of plumbing by owner. 
Proper ventilation necessary. 
Ventilating pipe, how connected. , 
Temporary toilet facilities during construction work. 
Placing of waste material in Town storm water sewer system 

prohibited, 
How previous section enforced. 
Penalty for violation of section 10-16. 
Commercial refrigerators and special wastes; how fixtures permitted 

to connect, 
Sarne; refrigerator wastes. 
Sarne; overflow pipes and motor exhausts, 

Article 3 

Inspections and Tests 

Inspection required." 
Inspection and testing procedure; fee for renotification. 
Procedure when inspector fails to appear. 
Material and labor for tests. 
System tests. 
Order of tests. 
Covering of work. 
Uncovering of work. 
Defective work. 
House sewer and house drain tests, 
Stable test, 
Garage system. 
Test of water distribution system. 
Certificate of approval. 
Test of defective plumbing. 
Defective fixtures in general. 
When inspections and tests not required. 
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Article l 

Definitions. - -
(a) PLUMBING. Plumbing is .the art of installing in buildings the 

pipes, fixtures, and other apparatus for bringing in the water supply and 
removing liquid and water-carried wastes. 

(b) PLUMBING SYSTEM. The plumbing system of a building includes 
the water supply distributing pipes; the fixtures and fixture traps; the soil, 
waste and vent pipes; the house drain and house sewer; with their devices, 
appurtenances, and connections all within or adjacent to the building. 

(c) WATER-SERVICE PIPE. The water-service pipe is the pipe from 
the water main to the building served, 

(d) WATER-DISTRIBUTION PIPES. The water-distribution pipes are 
those which convey water from the service pipe to the plumbing fixtures. 

(e) PLUMBING FIXTURES. Plumbing fixtures are receptacles intend
ed to receive and discharge water, liquid, or water-carried wastes into a 
drainage system with which they are connected. 

(f) TRAP. The trap is a fitting or device so constructed as to prevent 
the passage of air or gas through a pipe without materially affecting the flow 
of sewage or waste water through it. 

(g) TRAP SEAL. The trap seal is a vertical distance between the crown 
weir and the dip of the trap . 

(h) VENT• PIPE. A vent pipe is any pipe provided to ventilate a house
drainage system and to prevent trap siphonage and back pressure. 

(i} LOCAL VENTILATING PIPE. A local ventilating pipe is a pipe 
through which foul air is removed from a room or fixture. 

(j) SOIL PIPE. A soil pipe is any pipe which conveys the discharge of 
water closets, with or without the discharges from other fixtures, to the 
house drain. 

(k) WASTE PIPE AND SPECIAL WASTE. ·A waste pipe is any pipe 
which receives the discharge of any fixture, except water-closets, and conveys , 
the same to the house drain, soil, or waste stacks. When such pipe does not 
connect directly with a hous ~ drain or soil stack, it is termed a special waste, 

(1) MAIN. The main ·of any system of horizontal, vertical, or , 
·continuous piping is that part of such system which receives the wastes, vent 
or back vents, from fixture outlets or traps, direct. or through branch pipes. 

(m) BRANCH. The branch of any system of piping is that part of the 
system which extends horizontally at a slight grade, with or without lateral or . 
vertical extensions or vertical arms, from the main to receive fixture outlets 
not directly connected to the main. 

(n) STACK. Stack is a general terrtl for any vertical line of soil, , 
waste, or vent piping. 

(o) HOUSE DRAIN. The house drain is that part of the lowest 
hori~rnntal piping of a house drainage system which receives the discharge from 
soil, waste, and other drainage pipes· inside the walls of any building and 
conveys the same to the house sewer beginning five (5) feet outside of the inner 
face of the building wall. 
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(p) HOUSE SEWER. The house sewer is that part of the horizontal 
piping of a house drainage system extending from the house drain five (5) feet 
outside of the inner face of the building wall to its connection with the main 

· sewer or cesspool and conveying the drainage of but one (1) building site. 
(q) SIZE AND LENGTH. The given caliber or size of pipe is for a 

nominal internal diameter, except that other than iron pipe size, brass pipe 
is mep.sured by its outside diameter. The developed length of a pipe is its 
length along the center line of pipe and fittings. 

(r) DEAD END. A dead end is a branch leading from a soil, waste, 
vent, ho.use drain, or house sewer, which is terminated at a developed 
distance of two (2) feet or more by means of a cap, plug, or other fitting not 
us ed for admitting water to the pipe. 

Lie ens e required. --No person, partnership, or corporation shall engage in 
die plumb{ng business or trade without first obtaining 'a specific license from 
the Town of Vienna to do so. 

Permit required, exception. --Any person, partnership, or corporation 
intending to install, repair, or maintain any plumbing system within the Town 
of Vienna shall before beginning work on said system obtain a permit from 
the Town Council; provided, however, that no permit will be required for work 
not requiring inspection under Section 10-37 of this Title. 

Fees for permits a nd inspections. --The Town of Vienna shall collect the 
following fees and charges for permits which shall be paid into the Town Trea-
sury: 

Base permit - $5. 00; an additional charge of 50¢ per fixture 
Water connection - $1. 00 
Sewer connection - $3. 00 
Sewer Lateral - $3. 00 

(See also Section 10-23-c) 

Penalties for all violations of this Title, except as Bovided in Sections' 10-16 
'and 10-1$. --Any person violatmg any pro.vision oft s Title, except as pro
vided in t'lie second sentence of this section, and in Sections 10-16 and 10-18, 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction be fined not 
more than fifty ($50. 00) dollars nor less than ten ($10. 00) dollars for each 
offense. Each day such violation continues after notice shall constitute a 
separate offense; provided, however, that failure to obtain a permit before 
beginning work on any plumbing system as required by this Title shall be 
punished by a fine of not l e ss than ten ($10. 00) dollars nor more than twenty
five ($25. 00) dollars,- and each day that work is continued on such plumbing 
system under such circumstances shall constitute a separate offense. 
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Grades of horizontal piping. --All horizontal piping shall be run in practical 
alignment and at a uniform grade of not less than one-eighth of an inch per 
foot, and shall be supported or anchored at intervals not to exceed ten (10) 
feet. All stacks shall be supported at their bas e s, and all pipes shall b e 
rigidly secured, 

Change in direction, --All changes in dJ ection shall be made by the 
appropriate use of forty-five {45} degreT wyes, half wyes, long sweep quarte.r 
bends, sixth, eighth, or sixteenth bends, except that single sanitary tees may 
be used on vertical stacks, and short qJarter bends may be used in soil and 
waste lines where the change in directidn of flow is from the horizontal to the 
vertical. Tees and crosses may be used in vent pipes, 

Prohibited fittings, --No double hub, double T, or double sanitary T branch 
'shall be used on soil or waste lines, The drilling and tapping of house drains , 
soil, waste, or vent pipes, and the use of saddle hubs and bands is prohibited, 

Dead ends. --In the installation of any drainage system· dead ends shall be 
avoided, 

Protection of material. --All pipes passing under or through walls shall be 
protected from breakage. All pipes passing through or under cinder, con
crete, or other corrosive .material shall be protected against external 

• , l 

corrosion. 

Workmans~it, --Workmanship shall be of such character as fully to secure the 
resUlts soug t to be obtained in all of the sections of this Title, 

·Installation of ;elumbing by owner, --All plumbing installed by the owner shall 
comply wit:h the requhements of this Title, and in, such event the word "owner" 
shall be substituted for the word "plumber" throughout this Title. 

Prope r ventilation necessary, --No trapped plumbing fixtures shall be located 
in any room or apartment that does not contain a window placed in an external 
wall or is not otherwise provided with proper ventilation. 

Ventilating pipe, how connected, --Ventilation pipes from fixtures and toilet 
rooms shalf be separate and distinct and have no connection whatever with the 
other ventilating ducts or pipes in the building. 

s 
building. 
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of waste material in Town storm water sewer s s t em rohibited. --It 
s a e unlaw or any person, firm, or corporation to place, cause the 
placing of, or p e rmit the placing of any waste material or debris, organic or 
inorganic, including, but not limited to, paper, leaves, cloth, wood, or 
r esidue from septic tanks, into the storm water sewer system of the Town of 
Vienna. · 

How previous S ection enforced. --The Plumbing Inspector of the Town of 
Vienna shall enforce the provisions of S ection 10-16 , including but not limited 
to inspecting any premises of any p erson, firm, or corporation, to determine 
the unlawful use of the Town of Vienna sewer systems. 

Penalty for violation of Section 10-16. --Any person, firm, or corporation 
violating the prov{sions of Seed.on 10-16 , upon conviction thereof, shall be 
punished as provided in Section 1-6 of the Town of Vienna Code. 

Commercial refrig,erators and special ;vvastes,, how fixtures permitted to 
connect. --No waste pipe from a refrigerator or ice-box floor drain or any 
other receptacle where food is stored shall connect directly with any house 
drain, soil, or waste pipe. Such waste pipes shall in all cases empty into an 
open sink that is properly supplied with water, connected, trapped, and vented, 
the same as other fixtures, or they may discharge into a downspout or rain 
leader trap located inside the building or into a cellar floor drain, but their 
ends must be left open. ·Such waste connects shall not be located in · 
inacc essible or unventilated cellars . 

Same ; refrige rator wastes. --Refrige rator-waste pipes shall not .be l ess than 
one and one-fourth (1 174) inches for one (1) opening, one and one-half (1 1/2) 
inches for three (3) openings, and for four (4) to tw elve (12) openings must be 
not less than two (2) inches, and shall have at each opening a trap, and 
cleanout at angles, so arranged as properly to flush and clean pipes. Such 
waste pipe s shall be continue d not l es s than full size through the roof, except 
wh ere such fixtur e s are located in the basement or first floor. 

Same; overflow pipes and motor exhausts. --Pipes from a water supply tank 
or' exhaust from a water lHt shall not be directly connected with any house 
drain, soil, or waste pipe , Such pipes shall discharge upon the roof or b e 
trapped into an open fixture or discharge as for r efrigerator wastes. 
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Article 3 

,Inspection required, --All piping, traps, and fixtures of a plumbing system 
' shall be inspected by the proper administrative authority to insure . 
compliance with all the requirements of this Title and the installation and 

· construction of the system in accordance with the approved plans and the 
pe~mit. 

Ins ection and testin rocedure; fee l for renotification. --
a t s ll be t e duty of the plumber to notify the proper administra

tive authority and the owner or his authorized agent orally, by telephone, or 
in writing, not less than eight (8) working hours between the hours of eight 
(8) A. M. and four (4) P. M. before the work is to be inspected or tested, 

(b) It shall be the duty of the plumber to make sure that the work will 
stand the test prescribed before giving the above notification. 

(c) !£the proper administrative authority finds that the work will not 
stand the test, the plumber shall be required to re-notify as above and to 
pay the sum of one ($1. 00) dollar for each notification. 

Procedure when inspectqr fails to appear. --If the proper administrative 
authority fails to appear within twenty-four (24) hours of the time set for 
each inspection or test, the inspection or test shall b e deemed to have been 
made, and the 'plumber required to file an affidavit with the proper 
administrative ·authority that the work was installed in accordance with this 
Title, the approved plans and p e rmit, that it was fre e from defects, that 
the required tests had been made and the system found free from l eaks , and 
whether the owner or his authorized agent was present when such inspection 
or test was made, err was duly notified. 

' 
Material and labor for tests. --The equipment, material, pow er, and labor 
.necessary for inspections and tests shall be furnished by the plumbe r. 

System t es ts. --All the piping of a plumbing system shall be t ested with 
water or air. The Plumbing Inspector shall determine the method of t esting 
the system under inspection in accordance with the usually approved tests 
for each type of system. 

Order of tests. --The tests may be m-ade separately, as follows: 
(a) The house sewer and all its branches from the property line to the 

house drain. 
(b) The house drain, including all p~ping to the height of ten (10) feet 

above the highest point on the house drain except the exposed connections to 
fixtures. 

(c) The soil, waste, vent, ins ide conductor, and drainage pipes which 
would be covered up b e for e the building is enclosed or ready for completion. 
The tests required for (b) and (c) may be combined. 

(d) The final test of the whole system. 
(e ) After e ach of the above tes ts has b een made and proved acceptabl e, 

the proper administrative authority shall i ssue a writte n a ppr oval. 
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Covering of work. --No drainage or plumbing system or part the r eof shall 
be covered until it has been inspected, t es ted, and approved as he r e in pre 
scribed. 

Uncovering of work, --If any house drainage o r plumbing system or part 
thereof is covered before being regularl y inspected, t e ste d, and approved, 
as herein prescrib ed, it shall be uncovered upon the direction of the prope r 
administrative authority. 

Defective work. --If inspection or test shows defects, s uch defective work 
or material shall b e replaced within three (3) days and inspection and t est 
repeated. 

Hous e s ewer and ho use drain tests. --The ho us e sewer and house drain shall 
be tested with wate r or a ir. The water test s h all have not less than a ten 
(10) foot head of wate r and the air test not l ess than a five (5) pound 
press ure . All alterations, repairs, or extensions , which shall include 
more than ten (10) feet, shall be inspected and tested. (NOTE: The last 
sentence is ambiguous: I think it means " , , . or ext ens ions longer than 
ten ( 10) feet. , , " does it?) 

Stable test, --If a stable or any part of a stable be used for human 
habitation, the same inspections and tests of plumbing systems thereof 
shall be made as in the case of an ordinary dwelling. 

Garage system. --For a garage or any part of a garage the same tests and 
inspection of the plumbing system thereof shall be made as in the case of an 
ordinary dw elling, (NOTE: It would seem that this should have the same 
clause as 10-31 -- " ••• to be us ed for human habitation .•. " after "any part 
of a garage. " Should it?) 

Test of water-distribution system. --Upon the completion of the entire wate r-· 
distribution system it shall be tested and proved tight under a water 
press ure of not l ess than the maximum working pressure under w hich it is 
to be us e d, 

Certificate of approval. --Upon the satisfactory completion and final test of 
the plumbing system a c ertificate of approval shall be issued by the proper 
administrative authority to t he plumber to be delivered to the owner . 

Test of defective plumbing. --A test shall be made of the sanitary condition 
of the drainage or plumbing system of all buildings where the re is reason 
to b elieve that it has b ecome defective. In buildings condemned by the 
proper administrative a uthority because of insanitary conditions of the 
plumbing system the alterations in such system shall be not be considered 
as repairs, but as n ew plumbing. 

Defective fixtures in general. --All installed fixtur es found defective or in 
an insanitary conClition shall be repaired, renovated, r eplac ed, or removed 
within thirty (30) days upon written notice from the proper administrative 
authorities. 

When inspections and tests not required. --No tests or inspections shall be 
required wfiere a plumbing sys t em or part the reof i s set up for exhibi t ion 
purpos es and is not us ed for toilet purposes and not dir e ctly connected to a 
sewerage system, nor after the repairing or replacing of an ol d fixt ure, 
(including pumps), faucet, or valve by a new one (to b e used for the same 
purpose), nor after forcing out stoppages and repairing l eaks . 
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Chapter 2 

Quality and Weights of Materials 

Materials, quality of, 
Label, cast or stamped. 
Vitrified clay pipe. 
C.ast-iron pipe, quality of. 
Wrought-iron pipe. 
Mild-steel pipe. 
Brass and copper pipe, 
Transite or fiber duct pipe, 
Lead pipe, diameter and weights. 
Sheet lead. 
Sheet copper or brass. 
Galvanized sheet iron, 
Threaded fittings. 
Cal king ferrules, 
Soldering nipples and bushings, 
Floor flanges for water closets. 
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Materials, qualit)iof, --All .materials used in any drainage or plumbing 
system, or part t ereof, shall be free from defects, 

Label, cast or stamped, --Each length of pipe, fitting, trap, fixture, and 
device used in a plumbing or drainage system shall be stamped or indelibly 
marked with the weight or quality thereof and the maker's mark or name . 

Vitrified clay )ipe. --All vitrified clay pipe shall conform to the standard 
specHicadons or clay sewer pipe (serial designati ons, C thirteen (13) -
twenty-four (24) of the American Society for Testing Materials, designated 

· as A. S, T, M. in this Title), 
n 

Cast-iron pipe , quality of. --All cast-iron pipe and fittings shall conform to 
the A. S. T. M. standard specifications for cast-iron soil pipe and fittings 
(s erial designation, A seventy-four-eighteen), 

Wrought-iron pipe. --All wrought-iron pipe shall conform to the A. S. T. M . 
stanaar<l specifications for welded wrought-iron pipe (serial designation, 
A seventy-two-twenty-seven), and shall be galvanized. 

Mild-steel pipe. --All steel pipe shall con'iorm to the A, S. T. M. standard 
specifications for welded and seamless steel pipe (serial designation A 
fifty-three-tw e nty-seven), and shall be galvanized. 

Brass and copper pipe. --Brass and copper pipe shall conform, r es p ective
l y, to t'he standard specifications of the A. S. T. M. for brass pipe, standard 
sizes, and for copper pipe, standard s i zes (serial numbers B forty-three
twenty-four and B forty-two-twenty-four, respectivel y ). 

Transite or fiber duct pipe. --Transite or fiber duct pipe shall be of a 
stanaard quality and: weight; provided, however , that no transite o r fiber 
pipe shall be used from prope rty line to main lines located in streets . 

Lead i e, diameter and wei hts, --All lead pipe s ha ll be of the best quality 
0 drawn pipe, o not less we1g t per linear foot than shown below : 

(a) Lead soil, waste, vent, or flush pipes, including bends and 
traps (extra light): 
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hlternal diamete r 
hlches 

Weights p e r ft. 
Lbs. Ozs. 

1 2 
1 1/4 2 8 
1 l /2 3 8 
2 4 
3 4 12 
4 6 

(b) L ead water- supply pipe above ground (s trong ): 

hlternal diameter 
hlches 

Weights per ft, 
Lbs. Ozs. 

1/2 2 
5/8 2 8 
3/4 3 

1 4 
l 1/4 4 12 
1 l /2 6 
1 3/4 6 8 
2 7 

(c) Lead water-s upply pipe under ground (extra strong): 

hlternal diame t e r 
hlches 

1 

1/2 
5/8 
3/4 

l l /4 
1 l / 2 
1 3/4 
2 

Weights 'p er ft. 
Lbs. Ozs. 

2 
3 
3 
4 
6 
7 
8 
9 

8 

8 
12 

8 
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Sheet lead. --Sheet l ead shall weigh not less than four (4) pounds per square 
root. ' 

Sheet copper or brass. --Sheet copper or brass shall not be lighter than 
numoer eighteen B ands gauge except that for local and interior ventilating 
pipE;... it shall not be lighter than nwnber twenty-six (26) B and S gauge. 

Galvanized sheet iron. --Galvanized sheet iron shall not b e lighter than the 
?o!lowing J3 and S gauge: 

(a) Number twenty-six (26) for two (2) to twelve (12) inch pipe. 
(b) Number twenty-four (24) for thirteen (13) to twenty (20) inch pipe. 
(c) Number tw enty-two (2 2 ) for twenty-one (21) to twenty - six (26) 

inch pipe. 

Threaded fitting s . - -
(a) Plain screwed fittings shall be of cas t iron, malleable iron, or 

brass, of standard weight arid dimensions. 
(b) Drainage fittings shall be of cast iron , mall eabl e iron, or brass, 

with smooth interior waterway, with threads tapped out of solid metal. 
(c) All cast-iron fittings used for wat er-supply distribution shall be 

galvanized. 
(d) All malleable iron fittings shall be galvaniz ed. 

Calking ferrules. --Brass calking ferrules shall be of the best quality r ed 
casE brass, with weights and dimensions in accordance with the following 
table: 

Pipe s izes Actual hlside diameter Length Weight 
hlches hlches hlches Lbs . Ozs, 

2 2 1/4 4 1/4 l 

3 3 1/4 4 1/4 l 12 

4 4 1/4 4 1/2 2 8 
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Soldering nipples and bushings. --

(a) Soldering nipples shall be of brass pipe, iron-pipe size, or of 
heavy, cast red brass not less than the following weights: 

Diameters Weights Diameters Weights 
Inches Ozs. Inches Lbs. Ozs. 

1 .1/4 6 2 1/2 1 
1 1/2 8 3 2 
i 14 4 3 

(b) Soldering bushings shall be of brass pipe, iron-pipe size, or 
heavy. cast red brass • 

6 
0 
8 

. Floor fl.an es for water closets. --Floor flanges for· water closets shall be 
not ess t ant ree-sixteent s of an inch thick, and '!£brass or cast iron. 
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TITLE 10 

PLUMBING 

Chapter 3 

The Plumbing System . 

.Article 1 

Fixtures 

Materials. 
How installed. 
Water closet bowls. 
Frost-proof closets, where permitted, 
Fixtures prohibited, 
Showe r drains. 
Fixture strainers. 
Fixture overflow. 

.Article 2 

House Drains and Sewers 

Independent system required; exception. 
Old hduse sewers and drains, 
Connections with cesspools. 
Excavations. 
Hous e drains underground, 
Material. 
Depths of drains and sewers. · 
Size of drains, sewers, and horizontal branches, 
Hous e sewer in made ground, 
Drainage below sewer level. 
Sumps and receiving tanks . 
Ejectors, vented, 
Motors, compressors, etc. 

.Article 3 

Joints and Connections 

Water- and gas -tight joints . 
Vitrified pipe, 
Calked joints. 
Screw joints. 

Cast-iron. 
Wrought-iron, steel, or brass to cast-iron. 
Lead pipe. 
Lead to cast-iron, steel, or wrought-iron, 
Slip-joints and unions. 
Roof joints. 
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Clos et, pedestal urinal, and trap standard s lop sink floor connections. 
Inc reas e rs and reducers. 
Prohibited joints a nd connections. 
Expansion bolts. 
New materi a l s. 
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10-97 
10-98 
10-99 
10-100 
10-101 
10-102 
10-103 
10-104 
10-105 
10-106 
10-107 

10-108 
10-109 
10-110 
10-111 
10-112 
10-113 
10-114 
10-115 
10-116 
10-117 
10-118 
10-119 

10-120 
10-121 
10-122 
10- 123 
10-124 
10-125 
10-126 
10-127 
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Article 4 

Soil, W?-ste and Vent Pipes 

Material 
Fixture unit, 
Soil and waste stacks generally. 
Fixture connections of soil and waste stacks, 
Changing soil and vent pipe s. 
Prohibited connections . 
Tapping into sanitary sewer line prohibited, 
Soil and waste pipe to b e protected. 
Roof extensions. 
Terminals generally. 
Terminals adjoining high buildings. 
Traps to be protec t ed; vents. 
Distance of vent from trap seal. 
Main vents to connect at base. 
Vent-pipe grades and connections. 
Branch and individua l vents. 
Whe n vents not required, 
Circuit and loop vents. 
Require d sizes of main vents or vent stacks. 

Article 5 

Traps and Cleanouts 

Kind and minimum size of traps, 
Prohibited traps . 
Where traps required. 
Water seal. 
Trap cleanouts. 
Trap l evels and protection, 
Pipe cleanouts generally. 
Where pipe cleanouts r equir ed, 
M anhol es. 
Cleanout e quiva l e n ts', 
Greas e traps. 
Sand tra ps, 

Articl e 6 

Water Supply and Distribution 

Quality of water s upply. 
Distribution. 
Wate r servic e. 
Water supply to fixtures. 
Size of water-supply pipes. 
Water-supply control. 
Material of water -supply pipes; us ed pipe s and fittings, 
Protection of water supply. 
R elief valves. 
Hydrants; large a ir-conditioning units. 
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Article 1 

Materials. --All receptacles used as water-closets, urinals, or otherwise 
'.for the <Hsposal of human exc r eta, shall be vitrified earth enware, hard 
natural stone, or cast-iron white enameled on the inside. 

How installed. --All plumbing fixtur es shall b e installed free and open and 
in a manner to afford access for cleaning. Where practical all pipes from 
fixtures shall b e run to the wall, and no lead trap or pipe shall extend 
n ear e r to the floor than twelve inches unless protecte d by casing. 

Water-closet bowls. --Water-closet bowls and traps shall be made in one 
piec e anCl of such form as to hold a sufficient quantity of water when filled 
to the trap overflow to prevent fouling of surfaces, and shall be provided 
with integral flushing rims constructed so as to flush the entire inte rior of 
the bowl. 

Frost-proof clos ets, where p ermitted. --Frost-proof closets may be 
installed only :l.n compartments whlch have no direct connections with a 
building used for human habitation or occupancy. The soil pipe between 
the hopper and the trap shall be three (3) inches in diameter and shall be 
of lead or cast-iron enamel ed on the inside. 

Fixtures !?rohibited. --Fixed wooden wash trays or sinks shall not be 
installed m any building designed or used for human habitation. No new 
copper-lined wooden bathtubs shall be installed, and an old fixture of this 
class taken out shall not be reconnected. Pan and valve plunger, offset 
washout, and othe r water-closets having invisible seals or unventilated 
space, or walls not thoroughly washed at each flush shall not be us e d. Long 
hopper closets or similar appliances shall not hereafter be installed. No 
dry closets or chemical closet shall be installed in a dwelling. 

Shower drains. --A shower drain shall be considered a fixture and provided 
with a strainer. 

Fixture strainers. --All fixtures other than water-closets and pedestal 
urinals sila:U be provided· with fixed strong metallic strainers with outlet 
areas not less than that of the interior of the trap and waste pipe . 

Fixture overflow. --The overflow pipe from a fixture shall b e connected on 
Hie lious e or irilet side of the trap an<,l be so arranged that it may be readily 
and e ffectively cleaned. 
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Article 2 

Inde endent s stem required; exce tion, --The drainage and plumbing 
system o eac 1 new uil · ing and of new work installed in an existing 
building shall be separate ·and independent of that of any other building, 
except as provided below, and every building shall have an independent 
connection with a public or private sewer when available. 

Where one building stands in the rear of another building on an interior 
lot and no private sewer is available or can be constructed to the rear 
building through an adjoining alley, court, yard, or driveway, the house 
drain from the front building may be extended to the rear building and the 
whole will be considered as one house drain, 

Old house sewers and drains. --Old house sewers and drains may be used 
in connection with new tmildings or new plumbing only when they are found, 
on examination and test, to conform in all respects to the requirements 
governing new sewers or drains, as prescribed in this Title , If the old 
work is found defective, the proper administrative authority shall notify 
the owner to make the necessary changes to conform with this Title. 

Connections with cesspools. --When a sewer is not available, drain pipes 
from buiIC!mgs shafl 6e connected with approved private sewage disposal 
works. 

Excavations. --Each system of piping shall be laid in a separate trench, 
provided that drainage trenches may be benched not less than eighteen (18) 
inches for lighter piping. Where a double system of drainage is installed, 
the sanitary and surface house sewers or drains may be laid side by side 
in one trench. 

Tunneling for distances not greater than six (6) feet is permissible in 
yards, courts, or driveways of any building site. When pipes are driven, 
the drive pipe shall be at l e ast one (1) size larger than the pipe to be laid. 

All excavations required to be made for the installation of a house
drainage system, or any p a rt thereof within the walls of a building, shall be 
open trench work. All such trenches and tunnels shall be kept open until 
the piping has been inspected , tested, and approved. 

House drains underground . --Whenever possible all house drains shall be 
brought into the building below the basement or cellar floor. 

Material. --(a) The house sewer beginning five (5) feet outside of the 
mner face of the building wall shall be of cast-iron, fiber duct, or of 
vitrified clay pipe; (b) the house drain when underground shall be of lead, 
brass, or cast-iron; (c) the house drain when above ground shall be of 
cast-iron, galvanized wrought-iron or steel, lead, or brass, approved 
standards. 

Depths of drains and sewers. --No house sewer or unde rground hons e drain 
shall b e laid parallel to or within three (3) feet of any bea ring wall which 
might b e thereby weakened, The house sewer and drains s hall be laid at 
sufficient depth to protect them from frost. 
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Size of drains, sewers, and horizontal branches. --The required size of 
sanltary house dralns, sanlta~y house sewers, and horizontal branches 
shall be determined on the basis of the total number of fixture units drained 
by them in accordance with the following table: 

Diameter of 
pipe (ins, ) 

l 1/4 
l 1/2 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
8 

10 
12 

Sanitary Systems Only 

Maximum number of fixture units 

Slope 1/8 in, 
fall to 1 ft. 

1 
2 
5 

15 
84 

162 
300 
990 

1800 
3084 

Slope l / 4 in, 
fall to 1 ft, 

1 
2 
6 

18 
96 

216 
450 

1392 
2520 
4320 

Slope l /2 in. 
fall to 1 ft. 

1 
3 
8 

21 
114 
264 
600 

2220 
3900 
6912 

In connection with the above table no water-closet shall discharge into 
a drainpipe less 'than three (3 ) inches .in diameter; and not more than two 
(2) water-closets shall discharge into any three (3) inch horizontal branch, 
house drain, or house sewer, 

House sewer in made round. --The house s ewer when laid in made or filled
m groun s al be o vitrified clay pipe, laid on a bed of approved grillage 
or concrete , or of cast-iron pipe, A. S. T. M. approved standards. 

Drainage below sewer l evel. --In a ll buildings in which the whole or part of 
tile liotise drainage and plumbing system thereof lies below the crown 
level of the main sewer or house wastes shall be lifted by approved 
artific i al means and discharged into the hous e sewer. 

Sumps and receiving tanks. - -All subhouse drains shall discharge into an 
airtight sump or receiving tank so located as to receive the sewage by 
gravity, from which s ump o .r receiving tank the sewage shall b e lifted and 
discharged into the hous e sewer by pumps, ej ectors, or any equally 
efficient method. Such sumps s hall be either automatically discharged or 
b e of s u fficient capacity to receive the house sewage and wastes for not l ess 
than twenty-four (24) hours . 

Ejectors, vented. --The soil or vent pipe leading to an e j ector or other 
applicance !or raising sewage or other waste matter to the street sewer 
s hall, where a water-closet or closets are installed, be provide d w ith a 
vent pipe not less than four (4 ) inches in diameter, and where fixtures other 
than water-closets are installed the waste vent pipe shall be the same 
dia1neter a s the waste pipe . · 

Motors 1 compressors, etc. --All motors, air compressors, and air tanks 
shall be located where they are open for inapection and r e pair at a ll times . 
The air tanks s hall b e so propor~ioned as to be of equal cubical capacity to 
the e j ectors connected therewith, in which there s h a ll b e 1naintaine c.l an air 
press ur e of not less than two (2 ) pounds for each foot of h eight the sewage 
i s to b e raised. 
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Article 3 

Water-and gas-ti'tht joints. --All joints and connect ions mentioned under 
tflls article sflail e made permanently gas-and water-tight, 

Vitrified pipe, --All joints in vitrified clay pipes, or between vitrified clay 
plpe and mefais, shall be poured joints , 

Calked joints. --All calked joints shall \be firmly packed with oakum or hemp 
and shail be secured only with pure l ead, not less than one (1) inch deep, 
well calked, and no paint, varnish, or putty will be permitted until after 
the joint is tested, 

Screw joints. --All screw joints shall be American standard sc r ew joints, 
and all burrs or cuttings shall be removed. 

·cast-iron. --Cast-iron joints either may be calked or screw joints made in 
th!'? approved manner, 

Wrou ht-iron, steel, or brass to cast-ir on. --Wrought-iron, steel, or brass 
to cast-iron joints e1t er may e screwe or calked joints made in the 
approved manner. 

Lead Pipe, --Joints in lead pipe , or between l ead pipe and brass o r copper 
pipes, ferrules, soldering nipples, bushings, or traps, in all cases on 
the sewer side of the trap and in concealed j oints on the inlet side of the 
trap, shall be full-wiped joints, with an exposed surface of the solder to 
each side of the joint of not l ess than three-quarters of an inch and a mini
mum thickness at the thickest part of the joint of not less than three-eights 
of an inch, 

Lead to cast-iron, steel, or wrought iron, --Lead to cast-iron, steel, or 
wrought-iron joints shall be made by means of a calking ferrule, soldering 
nipple, or b ushing. 

Slipd,oints and unions, --Slip joints shall be permitted only in trap seals or 
on t e inlet slC1e of t'l:ie trap. Unions on the sewer side of the trap shall be 
ground faced and shall not be concealed or enclosed, 

Roof joints , --The joint at the roof shall be made water- t ight by us e of 
copper, l ead, or iron plates or fl.as hings. 

Closet, edestal urinal , and tra standard slo s ink connections, --Closet, 
pedestal urinal, an trap standard slop sink floor connections s all be made 
as follows: A brass floor connection shall be wiped o r soldered to l ead 
pipe, an iron floor connection shall be calked to cast-iron pipe or an i ron 
floor connection calked or screwed to wrought-iron pipe, and the floor 
connections bolted to an earthenware trap flange. A metal to earthenware, 
a metal to metal union, or a l ead or asbesl?os gasket or washer .shall be 
used to m _ake a tight joint, 

Increasers and reducers, --Where different sizes of pipe or pipes and 
f'ltdligs are to be connected, proper size increasers or reducers, pitched 
at an angle or forty-five (45) degrees between the two (Z) sizes, shall be 
used, 

Prohibited joints and connections, --Any fitting or connection which has an 
enlargement, cfuimber, or r ecess with a l edge shoulder or reduction of 
the pipe area in the direction of the flow on the outlet or drain side of any 
trap is prohibited. 

E xpansion bolts, --Connections of wal( hangers , pipe supports, or fixture 
settings wltli ttle masonry, stone, or concrete backing shall be made with 
expansion bolts without the use of wooden plugs. · 

New materials. --Any othe r material than that 'specified in this Title which 
t'he proper adminis trative authority approves as being e qually efficient , may 
be permitted, 
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.Article 4 

M.ateria~. --.All main or branch soil, waste , and vent pipes within the 
building shall be of cast .!.iron, galvanized steel, or wrought-iron, lead, 
brass, or copper, .except that no galvaniz ed steel or wrought-iron pipe 
shall be used for unde rground soil or waste pipes. 

Fixture unit. --The following table, based on the rate of discharge from a 
lavatory as the unit, shall be employed to determine fixture equivalents: 

Fixture 

One lavatory or washbasin ......... ................... . 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 

kitchen ·sink ...... , , .... , ............... , , . , ..... ~ 
bathtub . , ...........• .. . ,· .. , ...... •. ...... , ..... . 
laundry tray . .................•... , .... ·, . , ........ . 
combination fixture .. , .................. , .•. , , .. , . , 
urinal ...................... , ....... , . ~ . . . . . . . . . . 
shower bath .. . .. , , .... , . , .. , , .. . .. , , . , .... . .. · .. 
floor drain , ......... , . ............. , ...... , , . , . , 
slop sink ........ , .. , . , . , 9 , , , , • , • , , • , , , •• , •• , , , , 

water-closet .... , . , . , . , . , . , .. , ... , . . . , ....... , . , . 
bathroom group consisting of 1 water-closet, 1 
lavatory, and 1 bathtub and overhead shower; or of 
1 wate':-"-closet, 1 lavatory, and 1 shower compartment 

Units 

1 
1 1/2 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
4 
6 

8 
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Soil ·and waste stacks generally. --Every building in which plumbing fixtures 
are installed shali have a soil or waste stack, or stacks, extending full 
size through the roof. Soil and waste stacks shall be as direct as possible 
and free from sharp bends_ and turns. The required size of a soil or waste 
stack shall be determined from the distribution and total of all fixture units 
c onnected to the stack in accordance with the following table, except that 
no water-closets shall discharge into a stack less than three (3 ) inches in 
diameter: 

MINIMUM FIXTURE UNITS ON ONE STACK 
With all 45 Cleg. or locom-

With "sanitary T" inlets bination Y and one-eighth Y maximum . . - · bend11· inlets - length includ-
tii Cine :r:n One ing extension 

Diameter Branch On Any Branch On Any as vent, 
- '{inches) ·rnterval One stack Inte r val Orie stac k feet 

l 1/4 1 1 1 1 50 
1 1/ 2 2 8 4 12 65 
2 9 16 15 36 85 
3 24 48 45 72 212 
4 144 256 240 384 300 
5 324 680 540 1020 390 
6 672 1380 1122 2070 . 5 10 
8 2088 3600 3480 5400 750 

The term "branch int erval" as used i n the above table shall be 
interpreted ,to mean a vertical length of stack, not l ess than eight (8) feet, 
within which a branch or branches are connected, and the total fixture units 
on all branches connected to a stack within any eight (8) foot l ength shall 
not exceed the maximum permitted by the table in one p ) "branch interval . 11 

-FiXture ·connecfibns of soil and waste stacks. --All soil and waste stac ks and 
branches sflan 6e provided witli correctly raced inlets foi· fixture connec
tions , 

Changing· soil and vent pipes. --In existing buildings where the soil or 
waste v ent pip e i s not extended undiminished through or above the roof, or 
where there is a sheet-metal soil or waste vent pipe , and the fixture is 
chan$ed in style or location or is replaced, a soil or waste vent pipe· of 
the size and material prescribed for new work shall be installed, 

Prohibited connections. --No fixture connection shall be made to a lead 
bend or branch ot a water - closet o r similar fixture. No soil or waste vent, 
circuit or loop vent above the highest installed fixture on the branch or 
main shall thereafter be us ed as a soil or waste pipe. 

Tappin into sanitar s ewer line prohibited. --No system designed for the 
r emoval o storm or sur ace water s e tapped into, or in any manner 
discharged into a sanitary sewer line . 

Soil ·and waste pi e to be rotected, --No soil o r waste stack shall be install-
ed or permitted outsi ing unless adequate provision is made to 
p_J.'_otect it from frost. 

Roof extensions. --All roof extensions of soil and waste stacks shall be 
run run size at least one (1) foot above the roof, and when the roof is used 
for other purposes than weather p r otection such extension shall not be 
less than five (5) feet above the roof, 

When there is danger of frost closure, no roof extension shall be less 
than four (4) inches in diameter, Change in diameter shall be made by use 
of a l ong increaser at least one (~)foot bel ow the :oof, and.whe~e access 
to the roof is difficult a test opemng shall be provided at this pomt. 

Terminals ·~enerally. --The roof terminal of any stack or vent if within 
twelve (12}eet of any door, window, scuttle, or air shaft, shall extend at 
leas t three (3) feet above same, 
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'.1:ermi;ials adjoinin~ high. b}iilqing·~. --No soil, waste,- or vent pipe 
extension of any new or existing building shall be run or placed on the out
side of a wall, but shall be carried up in the inside of the roof. 

In the event that a new building is built higher than an existing building, 
the owner of the new building shall not locate windows within twelve (12) 
feet of any existing vent stack on the; lower building unless the owner of such : 
new building shall defray the expenses or shall himself make such ' 
alteration to conform with section 10-98. 

It shall be the duty of the owner f of. the lower existing bullding to make 
such alteration therein upon the receipt in advance of money or security 
therefore, sufficient for the purpose, from the owner of the new or higher 
building or to permit, at the election of the owner of the new or higher 
building, the making of such alteration by the owner of such new or higher · 
building. 

'Traps to 'be ·~r·otected;" vents,. --Every fixture trap sJ:i.all be protected against 
sip!lOnage an 'back pressure , an_d ·air circulation assured by means of a 
soil or waste vent, a continuous soil or waste vent, or a loop or circuit 
vent. No crown vent shall be installed. · 

"Distance. of vent 'from trap seal. --No trap shall be placed more than five 
(SJ feet, horizpntal developed length, from its vent. The distance shall be 
measured along the central-line of the waste or soil pipe from the vertical 
iruet of the trap to the vent opening. The v:ent opening from the soil or 
waste pipe, except for water closet and similar fixtures, shall not be below 
the dip of the trap. 

'Main ve'rits ' fo connect ·at ' base. --.All main vents or vent ·stacks shall connect 
run size at their base to the main soil or waste pipe at or below the lowest 
fixture branch and shall extend undiminished in size above the roof or shall 
be reconnected with the main soil or waste vent at least three (3) feet 
above the highest fixture branch. · 

\. J ' '.I ~ 

Vent'-· 1· e· · :rades arid connei::tio'n:s·. --All vent and branch vent pipes shall 
e ree rom drops or sags an e so graded and connected as to drip back 

to the soil or waste pipe by gravity. Where a vent pipe · connects to a 
horizontal soil or waste pipe, the vent branch shall be taken off above ·the 
center line of the pipe, and the vent pipe must rise vertically or at an 
angle of forty-five (45) degrees to the vertical to .a point six (6) inches above 
the fixture it is venting before offsettingi horizontally or connecting to the 
branch main:_waste, or soil vent • . 
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10-104 Branch ·and ii:idiv'iduhl vents . --No vents s hall be l ess than one and one
fourth (l 1/4) inches in di ameter. For one and one-fourth (1 1 / 4 ) and one 
and one-half (1 1/2) inc h wastes the vent s h all be of the same diameter as 
the waste pipe . In no case shall a branch o r main vent have a diameter 
l ess than one-ha,lf (1/2 ) that of the soil or waste pipe served, and in no 
cas e shall t h e l ength of a branc h vent of given diameter exceed the maximwn 
length p e rmitted for the main vent serving the same s iz e soil or vent stack. 

10-105 When' vent's' not 're'quire a. --Where bathrooms or water closets or other 
fixtures are l ocated on opposite s ides of a wall or partition o r directl y 
adja cent t o each other within the pres cribed distance, such fixtures may 
have a common soil or waste pipe and common vent. 

10-106 Cir'c'uit arid loop ·vents. --A circuit or loop vent will be permitted as follows: 
A branch soil or waste p ipe to which two (2) and not mor e than eight (8) 
water-clos ets , pedestal urinals , trap standard slop sinks, or shower 
stalls are connected in the series may be vented by a circuit or l oop vent, 
which shall be taken off in front of the last fixture connection, Where 
fixtures discharge above such branch, each branch shall be provide d with 
a r elief one-half (1/2) the diameter of the soil or waste stac k taken off in 
front of the first fixtur e connection. 

10-107 :Reg,uired s i zes 'of main vents or ven t stacks . --The r e quired s ize of main 
vents or vent stacks shall be determined from the size of the soil or waste 
stack vented, the total number of fixture units drained into it, and t he 
developed l ength of the v ent, in accordance with the following tabl e, inter-
polating w hen nec essary between p e rmissible l engths of v ent given in the 
table: 

Maximum Perrh.issible ' Leh~tli of Vents "(in feet) for Soil ·and Waste· Sfacks: 

Diameter Number 
of soil or of 
Waste stack Fixture .... · · Diamet'e'r of vent iri iriches 

(ihches} · · ·'Units . 1 I/4 1 1Z2 2 2 1Z2 3 4 5 · 6" 8 10 

1 1/4 . . ...... .. 1 45 
1 1/2 .. . Up t o 8 35 60 
2 •• • Up to · 18 30 50 90 
2 1/2 •• • Up to 36 25 45 75 105 
3 ••• I I • ••• • 12 34 120 180 212 
3 ... .. .... . 18 18 70 180 212 
3 ....... ... 24 12 50 130 212 
3 ... ..... s. 36 8 35 93 2 12 
3 .. ...... . 48 7 32 80 212 
3 .... .... . . 72. 6 25 65 2.12 
4 .... ..... 24 25 110 2.00 300 340 
4 ......... 48 16 65 115 300 340 
4 ...... ' .. 96 12 45 84 300 340 
4 ...... ' .. 144 9 36 72. 300 340 
4 ... ' .. ... 192 8 30 64 282 340 
4 .... .... ... 264 7 20 56 245 340 
4 I I I I I I I I 11 I 384 5 18 47 206 340 
5 .... ....... 72 40 65 250 390 440 
5 ... ' .. ' .... 144 30 47 180 390 440 
5 .... .. .... . 2 88 20 32 124 390 440 
5 ............ 432 16 24 94 320 440 
5 ...... ... .. 72.0 10 16 70 22.5 440 
5 ••..• •. ••.. 1020 8 13 58 180 440 
6 144 27 108 340 510 I I I I I I I I I I I 

630 6 288 15 70 220 510 I I• I I I I I • I I 

630 6 576 10 43 150 425 I I I I I I I I I I I 

630 6 864 7 33 125 32 0 I 0 0 I I IO I I I I I 

630 6 1296 6 25 92 240 .... ... . '. 
186 630 6 2070 4 21 75 I I I I I I I I I I 

750 900 8 320 42 144 4 00 .. .... ..... 
750 900 8 640 30 86 260 ... ... .. .. . 
7 50 900 8 960 22 6 0 190 ........... 

120 525 900 8 1600 16 40 ...... .. .. 
370 900 8 2500 12 28 90 I I I I I I I I I' 

252 840 8 4 160 7 22 62 I I I I I I I I •• 

70 5 8 5400 5 17 52 212 . .. . . ..... 
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Article 5 

Kind and minimum s ize of trgpa, --Every trap shall be self cleaning. Traps 
for bathtub s, lavatories, sinks, and other similar fixtures shall be of 
lead, brass, cast-iron, or of malleable iron galvanized or procelain
enameled inside. Gal.vanized or porcelain-enameled traps shall be extra 
heav y and shall have a full-bore smooth-interior water way, with threads 
tapped out of solid metal, The minimum lsize {nominal inside diameter) 
of trap and .waste branch for a given.fixture shall n ot be l ess than that 
showri i n the following table: ,: 

. I 
Kind of fixture Size (iri inches) trap and branch 

Bathtubs •••••••••••• .•• , • ". • , • • • • •••• • 1 l / 2 
Bath, shower, stall , , , , . , ••••• .. . •• , •• 2 
Bath, sitz,,,,,,,, •••• ,,,.,, •••• , •••••• l 1/2 
Bidets ••••••••.•••.• • ••••••••• • • •• .. • • l 1/2 
Combination fixture • . • ••• • •••• •• • •• • ••• l 1/2 
Drinking fOlmtains • , • • • •••••••••• , , • • .. l l / 4 
Fountain cuspidors, • • •• , . • • , , , . , , , • , , ,, 1 1/4 
Floor drains • , •• ••• , •.•• , • • , •. •. , , , • , . 2 
Laundry trays ••••• , •..•.••. • • . , .•• , ..• 1 1/2 
Sinks, kitchen, resident • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. 1 1/2 
Sinks, hotel or public •••.••.•.• , • .• • .•• 2 
Sinks, large hotel or public • , • • , • , • , • .. 2 
Sinks, small, pantry or bar • , • , , , , • , ••• 1 1/4 
Sinks, dishwater • , •• .. , . , • , ••• .• .• .. , . 1 1/2 
Sinks, slop, with trap combined • • • • • • • . 3 
Sinks, slop sink, ordinary • . • • .•.•• .•• .. 2 
Urinals, lip • •.•. ••••.•••• .••••.• • •••. l 1/2 
Urinals, trough •• .•• ••.•• • ••••••. ; . •. • 2 
Urinals, pedestal ..•.• .••. • , •• • ,,,.,,. , 3 
Urinals, stall , •••. . , • , ••• , ••• , •••••• , 2 
Washbasin ••.•••• , • •.. • •.• .••• ; .••... l 1/4 
Water-closet ••••• , • ., ••• •• •• • •••.• •• .•. 3 

Prohibited tra~s. --No form of trap which depends for its s e al upon the 
action o1 mova 1e parts of concealed interior partitions shall be used for 
fixtures. 

Where traps r equired. --Each fixture shall be separatel y trapped by a 
water-seal trap placed as near to the fixture as possible, except that a set 
of not more than three (3) laundry trays or lavatories or a set of two (2) 
la.'undry trays and one (1) s ink may connect with a s i ngle trap, provided the 
trap is placed centr ally and the branches connect into the trap seal at an 
angle of not more than sixty (60) d egrees to the vertical arm, In no case 
shall the waste from a bath tub or other fixture discharge into a water-
closet trap. No fixture shall b e double trapped, · 

Water seal. --Each !ixtU'.re t rap shall have a water seal of not less than 
two (2) llicfies a nd not more than four (4) inches, 

Tra~tleahouts . --Each trap, except those in combinations with fixtures 
in w c fi the trap seal i s plainly visible and accessible, shall be provided 
with an access i ble b r ass trap screw of ample size, protected by the water 
seal. 

Trap levels ·and protection. --All traps shall be set true with respect to 
their water seals ana protected from frost an~ evaporation. 

'Pipe erleanotits· generaliy. --The bodies of cleanout ferrul es shall be made 
ot s tandara plpe sizes, conform in thickness to that required for pipes and 
fittings of the same metal , and extend not less than one-quarter inch above 
the hub. 

Where ~i~e· Cleanoufs' re('rlred. --A cl eanout easily accessible shall be 
provide m each vertica waste or soil s t ack. 

'Manholes . --All underground traps and cleanouts of a building, except 
where cleanouts are flush with the floor, and all exterior underg round 
traps shall be made a ccessible by manholes with proper covers. 

'Cl'eanou:t· equiv'alents. --Any floor o r wall c onnection of fixture traps when 
bolted or screwea to the floor, or any test tee shall be regarded as a 
cleano ut. 

Greas e traps . --When a grease trap i s installed, it shall be placed as near 
a s possible to the fixture from which i t r eceives the discharge and s hould 
have twice the capacity of the discharge . 

' 
'Sand traps. --Sand traps when installed should be so d es igned a nd placed 
a s to b e readily a ccessible for cleaning. 
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Article 6 

.QUality of water suppl y . - -The quality of the water suppl y shall meet 
accepte d standards o! purity. 

Distribution, --The water supply shall be distributed through a piping system 
entirely indepen~ent of any piping system conveying another water supply. 

Water service. --The wate r service pipe of any b uilding shall be of 
sul'!icient s ize to permit a continuous ample flow of water on a ll fl oors at 
a given time , 

Water s upply to fixtur es, --All plumbing fixtures shall be provided wi th a 
sul'!icient suppl y of water for flushing to keep them in a sanitary condition. 
Every water-cl oset or pedestal urinal shall be flushed by means of an 
approved tank or flush valve of at l east four (4 ) gallons flushing capacity 
for water - c l osets and at l east two (2 ) gallons for urinals, and shall be 
adjusted to prevent the waste of water, The flus h pipe for water-closet 
flush t anks s hall be not less than one and one-fourth (1 1/4) inches in 
diameter, and the water from flush tanks shall be used for no other purpose. 

No water-closet or urinal bowl shall be s upplied directly from a 
water-supply system thr ough a flushometer or other val ve unless s uch 
valve is set above the water-closet or urinal in a manner such as to pre
vent any possibility of polluting the water suppl y . 

No plumbing fixture, device, or construction shall be installed which 
will provide a cross-connection between a distributing system of water for 
drinking and domestic purposes and a drainage system, soil, or waste pipe 
so a s to permit or make possible the back flow of sewage or w aste into the 
water-supply system, 

Size of wat er:..suppl y p'ipes. --Materials from curb to dwelling: Water 
service pipes lrom the curb to the dwelling shall be of type El or K copper, 
gal vanized steel or galvanized iron, or number 2 grade pl astic material s. 

The minimum size of such pipes from the curb to the dwelling shall 
be 3/4 inch, and to fixtures as follows: 

Inch -
Sill cocks , ••• •••• •••••••• ,.,., ••••• 1/2 
Hot-wate r boilers , ••• • •••• , •••••• , , 3 /4 
Laundry trays • , , , , , : • •••• , , •. , ...• 1/2 
Sinks .. , . . .. . .... ..... . . , ........ . 1/2 
Lavatories •• ••• • •.•..• . .• ••••••••• 3 / 8 
Bathtubs , • ••••• • , ••••••••••••••••• 1/2 
Wat e r-clos et tanks". •••• ••• • • • • ••••• 3 / 8 

Water-supply control, --A main shutoff on the water supply line shall be 
provided near die curb, Accessible shutoffs shall be provided on the main 
supply line just inside the foundation wall for each flat or apartment of a 
building, for each outside faucet, for s upply to each hot water tank, and 
for each water-closet, 

Material of w ater -su l y i es: used i es and fittin s. --All water-s uppl y 
pipes or a p urnbing system sh 1 e o lead, g vanized ~rought-~ron o~ 
s teel , brass, copper, cast-iron, or number 2 grade plastic material, with 
b rass, copper, galvaniz e d cast-iron, or galvanized malleabl e iron fittings . 
No pipes or fittings that have bee n used for other purposes shall be used 
for distributing water. 

Prote'ction of water sup~y. --All concealed water pipes, storage tanks , 
liusliing cis terns, and a exposed pipes -0r t anks s ubj ect t o freezing 
temperature s shall b e efficiently protected against freezing. 

Rel ief valves, ..,-There shall be installed on the hot wat er dis tributing 
system a suitable relief valve, 

Hydrants; lar e air-conditionin units, --All hydrants s hall be protected 
rom s ur ace water an contamination. Large air conditioning units shall 

be equipped wi t h press drains or condensate drains . 
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TITLE 11 

RA BIES CONTROL 

Definitions , 
Dog to be confined to premises, 
Innoculation for rabies required, 
Dog impounde d, .on violation of,Sections 11-2 and 11-3, redemption. 
C e rtifiGate of rabies vaccination required for lie ens e tag. 
Duty of officials to impound dog suspected of rabies . 
Proc edure: when dog has bitten person, 
Same: when animal has been bitten by rabid animal. 
Same: when rabid animal has been killed, 
Enforcement of provisions of the Title, 
Penalties, 

Definitions. --F or the purpose of this Title: 
(a ) 11 0wn11 and "Owner" include any per son, firm, or corporation 

having a right of property in a dog, any person, firm or corporation who 
keeps or harbors a dog or has it in his care, or who acts as its custodian, 
and any p e rson , firm, or corporation who permits the dog to remain a t or 
about any premises occupied by him. 

(b) "Confined to his premises" means that such dog shall be kept on 
the Owner 's p remises unl ess i n the c ustody of a responsibl e person, or in 
the case of hunting, when such dog is under the control of a r esponsibl e> 
person, 

(c) 11 Animal11 includes, but is not.limited to, domestic animals, 
livestock, birds and fowl. 

Dog to be confined to premises. --It shall be unlawful for an owner to permit 
his dog to run at large witliin the boundaries of the Town of Vienna, and 
the owner shall keep his dog confined to his premises . 

Innoculation for rabies re uired, --It shall be unlawful for an owner to keep, 
ar or, . or ave in his care , custody, or control a dog four (4 ) months ol d 

or older unless such dog has been vaccinated or innoculated against rabies 
by a lie ens ed veterinarian within the time prescribed by law with a rabies 
vaccine approved by the Virginia State Department of Health, 

D o ounded on violation of Sections 11-2 and 11-3; redem tion, --It 
s all e t e duty o any o the o ic1als c arged wit t e en orcement of thi s 
Title to impound in the County Pound any dog found running at large and not 
confined to the owner's premises, as provided in Section 11-2, or any dog 
which has not been vaccinated or innoculated, as provided in Section 11-3. 
The said dog shall be held in the Pound for a period of not more than five 
(5) days unless the dog is rabid or suspected of being rabid, in which case 
the dog shall be held for further observation or destroyed upon the 
authorization of a lie ens ed veterinarian of any p erson charged with the 
enforcement of this Title. 

Any dog so seized and impounded and not rabid or s u spected of being 
rabid may be red eemed by the owner at any time wi thin five (5) days afte r 
the impoundmen t upon: 

(a ) Payment of a $5. 00 fee, and 
(b) Payment of a boarding fee of 50 cents per day, and 
(c) "Pure has e of a lie ens e tag if unlicensed, and 
(d) Pres entation of a certificate from a licensed veterinarian showing 

that the dog has been vaccinated or innoculated within the time prescribed 
by law, 

The redemption fees shall be paid to the Director of Finance for 
Fairfax County, and the receipt for the said fees, together with the 
veter inarian's certificate of innoculation or vaccination, shall be presented 
at the Pound for the dog's release, 

Any dog not r ed eemed within five (5) days from the date of its seizure 
shall be destroyed in a hwnane manner b y the Pound Master or his 
designated agent, or shall be sold to any person who will pay for the cost 
of i mpounding, licensing and vaccinating or inoculating, The money so 
derived shall be credited to the Dog F und by the Director of Finance, 
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Certificate of rabies vaccination re uired for license ta , --No license 
tag sha e issued for any og by the Director of Finance unless there is 
presented to the Director of Finance at the time application is made for 
the ·license, a certificate of rabies vaccination or innoculation signed by a 
licensed veterinarian and certifying that the dog for which the lic ense is 
to be issued has been vaccinated or innoculated by the said veterinarian 
within the time prescribed by law prior to the date the tag is issued, The 
said certificate shall show the date of innoculation, the rabies tag number, 
the sex and breed of the dog and the name of the owner, The Director of 
Finance shall note on the said certificate the date of i ssuance and the 
number of the license tag, and returlf said certificate to the applicant. 

I . 

Dut · of officials to im· ound do sus ~cted of rabies, --It shall be the duty 
of any o t e o fac1a s c arged wit t e enforcement of this Title to impound 
in the County Pound, at no expense to the owner, any dog showing active 
signs of rabies or suspected of having rabies, or upon the request of the 
owner and at his expense, the dog may be placed in the custody of a 
licensed veterinarian, The dog shall be confined for s uch period of time 
as may be necessary to establish a diagnosis. If confinement is impossible 
or impracticable, such dog shall be destroyed upon the authorization of a 
lie ens ed veterinarian or any person charged with the enforcement of this 
Title. 

·procedure: when dog has bitten Eerson, --The owner of a dog which has 
b'itten a person, or any person having knowledge of a:b.y dog which has bitten 
a person, shall immediately notify the Police Department of Fairfax 
County, T he Health Officer of Fairfax County, or any person charged with 
the enforcement of this Title, shall immediately examine said dog, and, 
in his discr~tion: 

(a) Impound the said dog in the County Pound for a period of ten (10) 
days, at. no cost to the owner, unles s the animal d evelops active symptoms 
of rabies, or expires before that time, 

(b) P lac e the said dog in the custody of a licensed veterinarian or a 
licens ed.veterinary hospital for a period of ten (10) days, if requested by 
the owner and at the owner's expense, 

(c) Chain or confine the said dog in a strong enclosure on the owner's 
premises and isolated from all other animals and persons for a period of 
t en (10) days. 

The said dog may be rel eased from confinement after the ten (10) 
day p eriod upon the authorization of a licensed veterinarian or any person 
charged with the enforcement of this Title. 

Procedure: when animal has been bitten by r abid animal.- -The owner of 
any anima! known to have been bitten by a rabid animal or rabid dog, or by. 
an animal or dog suspected of being rabid, shall imme diately notify the 
Police Department of Fairfax County, The said animal shall be destroyed 
immediately or confined at the owner's expense in the Pound, licensed 
veterinary hospital, or enclosure approved by the Health Officer of Fairfax 
County, for a period of s ix (6) months, ft the said animal has been 
vaccinated .within the time pre.scribed by law with a rabies v accine approved 
by the Virginia State Department of Health, the said animal shall be 
revaccinated and confined in a like manner for a period of thirty (30) days. 

. . 

Procedure: when rabid animal has b een kill ed, --Any person killing an 
animal that ls rabid or sus pected of being rabid, or any p e rson having 
knowledge that an animal has died of rabies, or is suspected of having 
died of rabies, shall immediately notify the Police D epartment of Fairfax 
County of the location of the body of such animal. The h e ad of t he animal 
kill ed beca us e it was rabid or suspected of being rabid, or which is 
suspected of having die d of rabies , shall be surrendered to any person 
charged with the enforcement of this Title . 

Enforcement of provisions of this Title. --The provi s i ons of this Title shall 
be entorced by the H ealth office r of Fairfax County' or his authorized 
r epresentative , the Pound Mas t e r, the police officers of Fairfax County, 
the Game Warden , the police of the Town of Vienna, and any other person 
des i gnated by the Board of County Sup er visors. 
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Penarties. --Any person, firm, or corporation violating any of the pro
visions of this Title shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be 
punished by a fine not exceeding three hundred ($300, 00) dollars or by 
imprisonment in the County Jail for a period not exceeding thirty {30) 
days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
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TITLE 12 

S.A NIT .AT ION 

.Approved m ethod of dispos al of human excrement required for all occupied 
premises, 

.Approved methods enumerated: definitions, 
_Procedure for installation of a septic tank system; permits for installations 

and repair of septic tanks . 
Details of specifications for septic tank systems, 
Subsurface disposal field. 
Sand filter trench. 
Pit privy. 
Correction of violations. 
Misuse of neglect of approved device for disposal of human excrement, 
Specifications of water and sewage system to be approved by Health Officer 

before construction started in new subdivisions or developments, 
When County permit and fee therefore required prior to installation, repair, 

or cleaning of septic tanks in Town. 
Cleaning of septic tanks, inspection and approval of equipment for; minimum 

requirements. 
Condemnatio~ of 'septic tanks or pit privies, when required; when owner 

required to connect to public or private s ewer, 
Penalties. · 



12-1 

12-2 

12-3 

TITLE 12 

SANITATION 

A proved method of dis osal of human excrement required for all occupied 
tr em s es. -- t s a e unlaw or the ow~er' ol 'any house us eCI as a ''fium'a.n 

abltatlont any warehouse, any public building, or other place where hum.an 
beings congregate or are employed in the Town of Vienna, to use or occupyJ 
or rent or leas e the same for use or occupancy by any person, firm, or 
corporation unless and until the said house or building shall have been 
supplied or equipped with an approved method of disposal of human 
excrement of such construction as will comply with the requirements 
hereinafter designated. 

Approved methods enumerated; definitions. --For the purpose of this Title 
11 an approved method of disposal of human excrement" shall be deemed 
to be: (a) a flush toilet connected to an approved public or private sewer; 
(b) a flush toilet connected to an approved, properly installed septic tank 
system; or (c) a standard pit privy of concrete or double wood construction. 

Any house or construction used as a human habitation shall have 
separate toilet facilities for each family dwelling unit. 

The terms " install", "repair", " approved" , and 11 standard" as used 
in this Title shall be construed to mean 11in accordance with the specifica
tions and standards established within this Title. 11 The term "Health 
Department11 shall mean the Fairfax County Health Department. The term 
"Health Officer" shall mean the Fairfax County Health Officer or his 
authorized representative, the Sanitation Officer. 

'Procedure for installation 'of a se tic tank s stem• ermits for 
'1nstallatioris an re air o se tic tan s. -- a t shall e unlawful for any 
person, irm, or corporation to 1nsta · or repair, have installecl or re
paired, allow to be installed or repaired, or contract to install or repair 
a septic tank system for another person, firm, or corporation without 
first making application to the Health Officer of the County for a septic 
tank permit on application forms furnished by the said Health Officer. The 
application form shall contain clearly the d escription, location and 
dimensions of the land or lot on which the septic tank, distribution pipes and 
sewer pipes are to be installed, the dimensions of the purification field, 
the type of land (such as loam, clay, gravel, etc.), the direction in which 
the land drains in relation to reservoirs, springs, a.nd wells, and to be 
accompanied by a plat of the land, when required, showing the location of 
the dwelling house and all other buildings, and the plans and specifications 
of the whole septic tank system intended to be installed or repaired. Upon 
approval of such application, the Health Officer shall issue a permit to 
the applicant for the :lnstallation of such septic tank system in accordance 
with the plans and specifications furnished; and ii said plans are not approv
ed, but the size and location of the lot and the type of soil are suitable for 
a s.eptk tank system, properly plrumed, the Health Officer shall clearly 
outline proper plans for same and grant the permit only according to the 
plans so outlined by him. " 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any septic tank system to be installed 
or repaired in this Town except upon such a permit. If a public or private 
sewer is within 300 feet of the building for which the septic tank is to be 
ins tall ed or repaired the owner shall be required to connect to the public 
or private sewer, if the owner of the latter permits such connection. No 
septic tank shall be installed or repaired in this Town except upon such 
permit as hereinbefore required. All materials used herein shall st'rictly 
comply with all of the specifications required by this Title, and no septic 
tank system or any part thereof shall be covered up until it l~as been 
inspected and approved as complying with the approved plans by the Health 
Officer as specified in Section 12-4J and the Health Officer shall not approve 
the installation of such septic tank system unless so installed, nor permit 
it to be covered up, unless it complies with the said plans and specifications 
as hereinafter set forth. .All p ermits automatically become null and void 
six (6) months after date of i ssue unless they are renewed in w riting by 
t he Health Officer. 
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,Detail!! of !!Pedficatiops for septic tank system§. --(a ) All septic tanks 
installed or repaired in the Town shall cons is t of cast iron soil pipe , 
transite pipe, 01· Orangeburg pipe, approved septic tank, approved concrete 
or vitrified clay pip e distributing sewers and drain tile seepage system, 
consisting of th e hereinafter specified materials, and constructed and 
located as required by the plans and specifications as shown on or 
accompanying the said permit, and as directed by the Health Officer issuing 
same. 

(b ) EXCAVATIONS FOR SEPTIC TANK SYSTEM: All excavations and 
trenches shall be of sufficient d i mensions as to permit sewers , tanks, and 
othe1· structu1·es of the size s h own, s pe cified to be properly placed t herei n 
according to the plans and specifications as r equired by this Title, and to 
p ermit the removal of any obstruction within the purification fiel d o r trees 
loc ated closer than ten (10) feet to any p art of the septic tank system. 

(c) R E-EXCAVATIONS AND THE FILLING AND REFILLING OF 
TR ENCHES: Where uns uitabl e foundation i s encountered at the d epth of 
any excavation s h own on the drawings or s pecified by the H ealth Officer , 
further excavation or refilling the excavated spots with such foundation 
material as may be di rected by him is hereby required. 

The Health Department s ha ll inspect septic tank construction after 
completion. Septic tank systems shall be backfill ed immediately after 
inspection and approved by the Health Officer, and care shall be taken not 
to disturb the pipe, grades, joints, or alignment, by backfilling or other 
wise. H eavy machinery (for example, trucks, bulldozers, grader s, etc . , 
w ith weight in excess of three (3) tons ) is h ereby prohibited from crossing 
trench lines or septic tanks while used in septic tank installations , 

(d) PIPES AND JOINTING MATERIALSJ SI ZE .AND TYPES OF H OUSE 
SEWER: The h ouse sewer for individual h omes s hall be constructed of 
4" or large r cast iron pipe, transite pipe or Orangeburg pipe or 
equival ent • 

als. 
.All hous e sewer pipes shall be laid complete with all jointing materi-

' 
' .All house s ewer cast iron pipe shall be jointed with l ead and oakum 

or s imilar jointing materials. . 
All house sewer tile shall be laid a ccurately a nd s hall have a grade of 

· not less than 4 11 to the foot, or as otherwise specified by the Health Officer, 
and approximatel y 30" from the outside of the house, ther e shall be a 
standard cast iron cleanout tie with screw cover, and all right angle bends 
in the hous e sewer shall be made with long sweep s oil pipe ell s. Wh ere 
septic t~nk'3 are l ocated more than 351 from the cleanout, then additional 
cleanouts are to be provided. 

(e) LOCATION, DESIGN, LIQUID CAPACITY AND M...l\TERIALS 
REQUIRED IN SEPTIC TANK DISPOSAL SYSTEMS: 

(1) Location and installation of the sewage dis posal sys t em and 
eas;h part thereof shall be such that, with r easonabl e maintenance, it will 
function in a sanitary manner and will not create a nuisance nor endanger 
the safety of any domestic water s upply. In determining a suitable location 
for the system, consideration shall be given to the size and shape of th e 
lots, s l op e of natural finished grade, depth of ground, water table, 
proximity to existing or future water supplies , and p ossible expans ion of 
the system, 

(2 ) No part of the system shall be l ocated so that i t i s n ear e r 
to any water supply than 50 1 or so that surface drainings (drainage ) from 
its location may reach any domestic wate r supply. 

(3) The l ot size s hall be sufficient- to permit proper l ocation, 
installation and op eration. 

. (4) Ins tallations in low, swampy areas wi th a high water tabl e, 
and/ or which may be s ubject to flooding a r e prohibited. 

(f ) Type of system sh:i.11 be determined on a basis of lOcation, soil 
permeability, and ground water l evel. 

( 1) The system s hall be designed to rec e ive all sanitary sewage 
from the dwelling. 

Basement floor, footing, or roof drainage shall not enter any 
part of the septic tank syste:n, 

Laundry waste from automatic machi nes and basement floor 
drainage shall not be discha.rged into a septic tank system. 

(2) T he sewage disppsal system shall consist of a house sewer 
and a septic tank system not closer than 51 outside of a foundation wall, 

(3 ) The septic tank system shall consist of a septic tank with 
effluent discharging into a subsurface disposal field, or into sand fil ter 
trenches . Every septic tank shall be provided with a dist1·ibutio11 box, 

(g) Des ign of the septic tank shall be rectangular in shape and the 
l ength shall not be less tha n twice nor mor e than three (3) times the width. 
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12-4 (cont,) 
The liquid depth shall not be les s than four (4) feet and the freeboard or 
airspace shall not be l ess than one (1) foot, 

(h ) Liquid capacity of a ll sep tic tanks shall b e based upon the number 
of bedrooms contemplated in the building s e rve d and s hall conform to 
Table I, h e r ein shown, · 

TABLE I 

. I· 
SEPTIC TANK CAPACITY AND DIMENSJONS . BY NUMBER OF BEDROOMS 

Potenti~l Capacity I 
of Home Gallons L ength - Width Air Space Liquid Depth 

Numb e r of Bedrooms I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

or l ess 450 6• 011 2t 6 11 l1 011 41 0 11 

no 7t 011 31 611 11 0" 41 0" 

1000 8 1 0 11 41 0" 11 0" 4t 0 11 

1250 9 1 0" 41 611 !l 0" 41 3 11 

1480 91 6" 41 8" 1' 311 41 611 

17ZO 101 0" 51 011 p 311 41 311 

(i) Construction of the tank shall be such as to assure its being water 
tight and p revent t h e entrance of rainwater or surface drainage, 

(1) The tank shall be constructed of sound and durable material 
not su lh>jec t' to excessive corrosion or decay. 

(2) Ad equate access to each compartment of the tank for inspec
tion and sludge removal shall be provided by a manhol e or removable cover. 

(3) Where the top of the tank is l ocated more than 18 inches be
low the surface of the ground, manholes shall be built Up to within 12 to 16 
inches of the 'surfac e , 

(4 ) Inlet-outlet connections shall be submerged or baffled to 
assure the least pos s ible disturbance in the tank. , 

(5) The inlet pipe or baffie shall extend approximately 6 inches 
below and 6 inches above the water surface, and the outlet shall extend 
.approximately 2 fe et below and 6 inches above the watei: surface. 

0 (6 ) Satisfactory venting of the tank shall be provided through the 
inlet and main building stock~ · The outlet shall be similarly vented to pro
vide proper ventilation of the dlsposal field or seepage pits back into the 
septic tank and thenc e through the main building stack, 

(7) Septic tanks s hall be' of poured-in-place concrete, or pre 
cast concrete, or brick wall, or cind er block wall, or properly coated metal 

(8 } Concr ete septic tanks, poured in pl ace, s hall be poured with 
a mixture of 1-2-3 or 1-2-4 mix, --that is, one part ceme nt, two (2) parts 
sand, and three (3) or four (4) paxts gravel, so as to produce a d ense and 
plastic concrete. Whe r e the excavation is subject to caving or where the 
water tabl e i s objectionabl y high, outside formao and pumping will be r e
quir ed in order to assure a wat e rtight tank, The walls , top, and bottom of 
tank are to be· not l ess than 4 11 thick , as shown on plans) top and manhole 
cover to be r e inforced with r e infor cing steel as shown on pl ans. 

(9) Precast concrete tanks shall be of a design as shown on the 
plan and of a size as s tat e d in the p e rmit, and made with a 1-2-3 mixture, 
that is, one (1) part c ement, two (2) parts sand, and thr ee (3} parts gravel. 
The walls shall not be l ess than 2 1/2 11 in thickness, reinforc ed w i th No. 9 
steel placed as s hown on the plan, 

The precast tank may be made in two (2) sections or more with a 
horizontal hal f l ap joint, cement grouted. The bottom or top and a portion 
of the side walls shall be pour ed monolithically, 

(10 ) Wh.U e brick a nd cinder block s eptic tanks are not r ecom
mended, yet they may b e permitted, provided the y can be l ocated with safety 
in relation to water s upplies , and provided fu1·ther, that the brick and 
cinder block be l a id in a wo1·kmanlik e m a.nner, with c ement mortar, over 
which a coat of waterp1·oofing shall be applied and the ins ide plaste r ed with 
111 of cement mortar. 

(11) Where m e tal septic tanks are used, 'they are to be of the 
same design and with the same fittings as s hown on the plans for concrete 
tanks, p rovided they are of sufficient thicknes s and properly c oate d to 
prevent rusting. 
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g-5 Sµbsurface disposal fielq. --(at ~C/~fttiBJ-1- 0£ tre disposal fieM ~fl.pµld be in 
<Pl unqbstructed and unshaded a+fli'!- i C}'ftfj tne mtµ,imwn which the tj.~sposal 
ft~M F.i'Hr Pf'! loca~ed from the foll~wipg ~El; 

0 .f'lp.y water supply, fifty · '$Q} feet (except as nptei:J. 1:J~lpw), 
l~ Rtrearµs, twenty- five {~ q~ feet: 

1

4 P~eliings, ten {10) feet, 
1 f.-:~f~fl trees, t en (10) feet, 
~ fl:roperty lines, ten (10) feet: . 

!'fpti;:; Whim existing wells are fnvolVl')ff RF ~~ceptfo!U!-U¥ E8?ffSe soil· 
:f pfµiatiop.s are encountered, the 50 foot distan.i:~ from any ¥.liH~f !lijpply 
shall be increased in accordance wit~ the recc:m1-niendat;oµ,~ Rf the Uealth 
pepartment , , · · · 

{b) Distribution box of sufficient size to accommodate tlte necessary 
field lateral lines shall be constructed at the head of each disp~sal field, 

(c) Each field lateral line shall be connected separately to the dis 
tribution box and phall not be subdivided, 

(d) The invert of all outlets shall be level and the inlet invert i;ihall be 
at least 111 above the outlets . 

{e) If the level of the outlet inverts is less than 4 11 above the floor, 
distribution baffles as shown in the drawings shall be provided, 

Note: If the l evel of the outlet inverts is from 4 to 6 inches above the 
floor permitting water retention to act in lieu of a baffie, the baffles will 
not be required. The level of the outlet inverts should not be more than 6 
inches above t4e floor. 

(f) Minimum seepage area {total flat area bottom of trenches) 0£ the 
disposal f'ield shall be determined by one of the following methods: 

{l) Results of actual percolation tests (procedure as described) 
conducted on the site with required area, 

{2) Recommendation 0£ the Health Department based upo.n 
experience data or percolation tests, in which case requirements should be 
st'ated on a basis of square feet of absorbtive area per bedroom rather than 
lineal feet of tile, 

(g) ··construction of disposal trenches in filled ground will not be 
permitted except when acceptable to the Health Department, Construction 
shall b 'e in accordance with recommendations of the Health Department, 

(h) All trenches in a disposal field shall be the same width and l,ength 
ci.nd the following standards shall be required: 

(1) Minimum number of lines per fieldt 3, 
(2) Maximum length of individual lines, !PO feet, 
(3) Minimwn bottom width of trench, 18 inches, 
{4) Maximum depth of cover of tile lines, 20 inches , 
{5} PreferreQ. depth of cover of tile line, 16 inches. 
(6} Grade of tile lines, 2 11 to 4 11 per 100 feet, · 
(7} Spacing of trenches, at least 6 feet apart, 
(8) Minimum filter material over tile, 2 inches, 

(i) Pipe us ed for th e line between the septic tank and distribution box, 
on all lines within 10 feet of dwellings, under paved areas and on all main . · 
laterals from distribution· box in fields constructed on sloping ground shall 
be bell and spigot-type of vitrified clay or concrete with watertight joints, 
Pipe used ·under driveways or other areas subject to heavy loads shall be 
bell and spigot cast iron with leaded joints, Such sections laid in the dis
posal shall not be considered in determining the effective absorption a~ea, 

{j) Field tile used in the disposal field shall not be Iess tnan 4 inches 
in qiameter and shall be laid with 1/4 inch joints, 

(k) ..All open joints s.hall be protected on top by strips of asphalt
freated building paper at l east 10 inches long and 3 to 6 inches wide. 

(1) ..All bends used in the disposal field shall have one {l) tight joint 
at each end on the bend, 

(m) Filter material shall be crushed stone, gravel, slag, screened 
cinder , or similar material having sufficient voids and shall be acceptable 
to the Health Department, 

(n) Such material may vary from 1/4 to 2 1/3 inches in size, 
{O) Stone, gravel and slag shall b e free of dust, sand or clay, and the 

cinder shall be free of ashes or excess ive fine material. 
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12-5 (cont,) 

12-6 

12-7 

12.-8 

12-9 

12.-10 

12.-11 

12.-12. 

(p) Material used on top of the tile s hall be sufficiently fine or shall 
be graded so as to prohibit filte ring of the backfill material into the tile 
lines. 

{q) The filter materials shall completely encase the tile. 
(r ) Grade boards, securely staked in the bottom of the trench shall 

be provided for all lines except where bell and spigot is used, 
(s ) The grade boards s hall be 111 x 4 11 and nailed to s t akes in the 

center of trench as shown on the plans, or grade stakes at inter vals of not 
l ess than 51

• The grade boards are to be given a grade of from 211 to 4 11 
per hundred feet. . : 

Sand filt e r trench. -- (a) Use of sand fiiter trenches in Heu of subs urface 
d:lsposa:I trenches will be permitted only when topography will permit sur
face discharge of filtered effluent and when the surface discharge of the 
effluent is satisfactory to the Health Department. 

(b) Distribution box shall be required where sand filter t renches are 
used, 1 

{c) Design of the sand filter trenches shall be in accordance with the 
recommendation of the He alth Department, but in no case shall the depth of 
the filter sand be l ess than 24 inches , 

Pit privy. --It shall be unlawful fol· any person, firm, or corporation to 
Install a pit privy in the Town of Vienna, except in accordance with the plans 
and specifications as prescribed by the ordinances of Fairfax County , which 
shall be furnished by the Health Officer upon application, 

Correction of violations. --If upon any ins pection, the H ealth Officer or his 
autllor1ze<l agent shall ilnd any violation of this Title and/ or t he provis ions 
of the permit issued under it, he shall direct the person, firm , or 
corporation to whom the pel·m it was issued by written notice to make the 
necessary corrections, within such reasonable time as shall be specified 
there in. 

Misuse or ne lect of a roved device for dis osal of human excrement, --It 
s al e unlaw ul or any owner or any tenant or essee o any prem ses 
properly supplied with a sanitary privy or flush toilet or other approved 
devic e for the disposal of human excrement to misuse or negl ect the same, 
so as. to allow or cause it to cease to be sanitary, 

S ecific~tions of water and sewa e s stern to be a roved b Health Officer 
before construct on started in new subdivisions or develo ments . --It shall 

e u aw ul or any person, rm, or corporation to start any new sub
division or housing development before furnishing in triplicate plans and 
specifications of the sewage system or sewage disposal system to be used, 
together with plans for the anticipated water system to b e used in the 
structure or structures, These plans and specifications must be approved 
by" the Health Officer, or his agent, before construction is star ted. 

When Count ermit and fee therefore re uired rior t o installat ion re-
:e_a r, or c e an of s e tic tanks n Town, --Any person, irm, or corpora-. 
ilon contract ng to nstal , r epair, or clean septic tanks in Vienna, 
Virginia, for another person, firm, or corporation shall first pay the 
annual fee required by Fairfax County and obtain a license or permit 
according to the ordinances of Fairfax County, 

Cleaning of septic tanks, ins~ection and approval of e quipment for1 minilnum 
reqillrements , --No person, irm, or corpof'atlon shall engage in the 
business ol cleaning septic tanks unless and until the equipment to be used 
by s uch person, firm, or cqrporation in connection with the operation of 
such business complies with the following s t andards and has been inspected 
and approved in writing by the Health Department . . 

Such inspection and approval by the Health Department shall be a pre
requisite to the obtaining of the license or perm i t required in Sec. 12-11 
hereof or to any renewal thereof1 provided, however, that the following 
minimum requirements shall be met: . 

(a) The tank into which the septic tank s ludge is pumped or delive red 
and carried shall be fully enclosed and watertight, 

(b) All inlets and outlets to such tank shall be fully enclosed and 
provided with watertight valves. 

(c) Suction and discharge hose shall be watertight and provision shall 
be made for carrying such hose in a manner that will prevent any l eakage 
therefrom, 

(d) All exposed surfaces shall be painted and maintained in a sanitary 
condition by frequent washings. · 



' 12-7 

12.-1~. (c;ont,) 
(e) The name and address of the person, firm, or corporation owning 

or operating such equipm·~nt shall be painted thereon in letters at least 

12-13 

12-14 

four {4) inches high. 
(f) It shall be unlawful to dispose of the sludge and other material 

removed from septic tanks except by depositing it under the surface of the 
ground in such manner that it will not be exposed to the atmosphere or · 
endanger the source of domestic water 'supplies, or by depositing it into a 
public sewage system or sewage treatn:.ent plant, at such designated 
locations and under such conditions as tnay be promulgated by the owners or 
operators thereof. In any event the sl~dge or other material shall be 
carefully deposited and the surfaces of the ground, manholes, tanks, etc. 
into which the deposit is made shall be maintained in a sanitary condition. 
Any covering of such surfaces with sludge or other material shall be 
promptly removed. 

Condemnation of s e rivies when re uiredJ when owner 
requ red to connect to ubl c or r vate sewer. --Whenever t appears to the 

ealth leer, ·or s agent, that any septic tank or. septic tank system or 
pit privy is in such condition as to endanger the life, health1 or safety of 
any person, whether such condition be the result of defective original 
construction, deterioration, decay, or other causes, the Health Officer shall 
condemn the septic tank system or pit privy and forbid further use of same 
until it is repaired and approved as required hereinJ PROVIDED~ HOWEVER; 
that if the building which the condemned septic tank or septic tank system 
serves is within 300 feet of a public or private sewer,. the owner of said 
septic tank or septic tank system shall be reqhlred to connect to the public 
or private sewer, ii the owner of the latter permits such connections. 

Penalties. --Any person, firm, or corporation who shall neglect, fail, or 
re!use 't'~ comply with the provisions of this Title, any permit issued here
under, or the written notice within the time specified in such notice as 
provided herein, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be fined not 
less than ten ($10. 00) dollars nor more than twenty-five {$25. 00) dollars, 
and each dityls continuance ·to so violate this Title or any parts thereof 
shall -constitute a separate offe.nse. 
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TITLE 13 

SUBDIVISIONS 

Ch.apter 1 

General Provisions 

Definitions. 
Preparation and s ubmission of plats, 
Plats to be prepared by surveyor or civil engin e e r1 data to be shown. 
Cert ification and recording . 
.Amount of fee1 to whom paya ble, 
Fees for inspection, 
Permits required, 
Variance s, 
Penalties, 

Definitions, --The following w ords, for the pur poses of this Title, shall 
fuive the m eanings r espectively asc ribed to them in .this section: 

· 
11.A subd

1
ivision11 i s a division of a l ot. t r act, or parcel of land into 

tw o (2 ) or more l ots or other divisions of l a nd, for the purpose, w hether 
immediate or future, of transfer of ownership, or of building development, 
including all changes in street or lot lines, and including any parcel pre
v io us l y sepa,rated by the then owner of s uch trac t for such purpose subse
q uent t o. the adoption of these regula tions, PROVIDED, HOWEVER, tha t 
d ivisions of land in parcels of two (2 ) acres or more not involving any n ew 
street or eas ement of acc ess shall be exempt. 

" P l at" s hall include the terms: map, plan, plot, replat , or replot, 
11Lot 11 shall mean a portion of a subdiv i s ion intend ed for t r ansfer of 

owners hip or for building devel opment for a singl e b uilding and its 
accessory buildings. 

"Buildiny Setback" shall mean the distance that a building must be set 
back from the ot fine-or boundary. · 

"Street" s hall mean a strip of l a nd s ubject t o vehicular or pedestrian 
traffic 'and providing dir ect o r indirect means of ac c ess to property, includ
ing bvt not lim ite d to road, l a n e , drive , trail, court, place, terrace, alley , 
avenue, highway, boulevard, or any other thoroughfare, 

"Public Street" shall mean an existing street or a platte d street d edi
cated !or the use of the general public, graded a nd pave d o r to be graded 
a nd p aved, in order that every person has the right to pass and t o use it at 
all times, for all purposes of travel, transportation, or parking t o whi ch 
it i s adapted a nd devoted, 

"Street Width" shall mean the s hortest distance between the lines 
which d elineate the right-of-way of a street, 

" Local Thoroughfare" s h a ll mean a J>ublic s treet primarily designed 
to s e rve as access to abutting prope rty , and to provide secondary through 
traffic movement , 

"Local St reet" shall mean a public street primarily designed t o serve 
as acc.ess to abutdng property and not in t end ed to provi de for through 
traffic m ovement. 

11 Cul -de-sf!-c" s hall m ean a l ocal street with only one outlet and having 
an appropriat e t erminal for the safe and convenient reve rsal of tra ffic 
movement, 

:'Alley" shall mean a mlnor public s treet, primarily designed to serve 
as access to the s ide or rear of those properties having principal frontage 
on some other street , 

" Easement" shall mean a grant by a property owner of the use of land 
for a specific purpos e or purposes . 

"Service Drive" shall mean a public street, generally paralleling and 
c ontiguous to a main traveled way, primarily d es igned to promote safety 
by eliminating promiscuous ingress and egress to the right- of-way and pro
v i d ing safe and orderly point s of access at fairl y unif<;>rmly spaced intervals . 
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. 13-3 

Pre~a ... :i;ation and s up;n;iis ~ion, of plats. --.Any owner or any proprietor of any 
trac o1 land situated wlthin the corporate limits of the Town of Viennat 
Virginia who subdivides the same shall cause a plat of such subdivision, 
with refe1•e11ce to known or permanent monuments, to be made and recorded 
in the office of the Cle1·k of the Circuit Court of Fairfax County. No such 
pJ.at of subdivision shall be recorded unless and until it shall have been 
s ubmitted and approved by the Council in accordance with th e regulations 
set £orth in this Title and so certified by the Mayor or other agent designat-
ed by the Council. 

1 

Plate to be re a 1·ed b au:rve or or civil en i neer; data to be shown, --
v e ry sue l pat a al e pre pared ya sui·veyor or c vil engineer duly 

licens ed by the State of Virginia, who shall endorse upon each such pfat a 
certificate signed by him setting forth t h e source of the titl e of the owner of 
the land subdivided, and th e place of record of the last instrument in the 
chain of title. When the plat is of land acquired from more than one (1) 
s ource of title , the outlines of the several ti·acts shall b e indicated upon 
such plat.~ 

Ce rtification and recordin&• --Every such plat, or the d eed of dedication to 
wElch e uc11 plat £s' attached, shall contain in addition to the s urveyor 1s or 
civil engineerls certificate a statement to t he effect that the above and 
for e going subdivision of (here insert correct description of the l and sub
divided) as appears in the plat is with the free consent and in accordance 
with the desire of the undersigned owners, proprieto r s, and trustees , i f 
any, and s hall be duly ac knowl edged before some officer authorized to make 
acknowledgements of deeds, and when thus exec uted and acknowl edged, 
shall be filed and r ecorded in the office of the Clerk of' the Circuit Court of 
Fairfax County: and indexed unde1· the names of the owners of the l ands 
s i gning s uch statement and under the name of the said subdivi sion. 

Amount of fe e ) to whom a abl e, --.A fee of ten ($10. 00) dollars shall be paid 
or t e exam nat on an approval of plats and shall be collected by the 

Treasure r of th e Town of Vienna, Virginia for deposit to the credit of the 
General F und, 

By Council resolution of December 7 , 1959, the above section was 
modified, as follows: The fee for reviewing Record Plats and en
gineering plane and profiles shall be $ 10, 00 per lot, to be paid at 
t he time of filing, 

Fees foll inspecti on, --All ins p ection fees will be computed to the nearest 
dollar and will b e based on the "schedule of fees" available at the Town 
Treasurer 1s Office, 

(a ) Roads: 
Fees for inspection of roads in the Town of Vienna will be l imited 

to the follow i ng categories: 
NEW CONSTRUCTION without curb and gutter~-$. 15 per linear 

foot . 
NEW CONSTRUCTION with curb and gutter-- $ . 20 per linear foot . 
REPAVING .AND BACKFJJ....LING---15% of original inspection fee 

for new work or in accordance with the new construction category applicable, 
Fees must b e paid before a p e r mit to begin construction will b e 

i s sued. 

By Council resolution of December 7, 1959, the above subsection 
was modifi ed, ·as follows : The inspection and performance fee 
for road cuts in existing roads or streets for utility l ateral s : 

Bas e permi t 
Gash bond (to b e held for 12 mont hs) 

$5 . '00 
$50 . 00 

(b ) Water, Sewer , and Storn'l Sewer: 
Fees for inspection of n ew sanitary or storm sewer and wate1· 

distribution systems will be paid at a flat rate of$ . 02 pc~ l ine ar foot for 
each such ins ta ll a tion, Fees mus t be paid b efor e a pe r mit to begin 
construction will b e i ssued . 

.All wat e r, sew er , and storn-i S C'\·1 ~ r sys t l..!n1s , n ew or r epaired , 
n ot l eft expos cd for i Hspection will b e opened at the contraclors expense . 
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By CouhcU resolutiol1 of December 7, 1959, the above subsecticm 
was modified, ~s follows: For new developments, the inspection 
£ee shall be 1. 59 per lineal foot for each of the following: Water 
rnains, sewer mains, curbs an.d gutters , roads and streets. 

,P,_errnits .requi:ed. ""-No r6ad, wa.te:t sY,ste:m, sewer, or storm. s ewer 
system construction shall be commenc¢d until application has been made 
and the propei- permit has been obtaine1d from the Department of Public 
Works. I 

· y_~p-:i~?£.€l,s, ~ --Where a subdivid~:r can slow that a provision of this Title 
wouJ.d cause an unnecessary ha.:t<dship i:f st:rictly adhered to, and where, 
bccaus e of topographical or other conditions pecul.iar to the site, in the 
opinion of the Council a departur~ may be made without dest:roying the in
tent 0£ such provision, the Council may authorize a varianc<h .Any variance 
thus authbrized h requi:red to be ent el'ed i:n writing in. the minutes of the 
Council and the :rea~o:n on which the departure was justified set forth. 

Pena.tties ....... .Any O'Wnfil'.r or proprietor of any tract 0£ l and who Iii ubdivides 
ttiat tract'of l11nd and who violates any of the provisions of this Title shall 
be guilty of a :misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not lees than ten ($10. 00) 
dolla.ris and not more than two hundred and fiity ($Z 50, 00) dollars and each 
day after the first during which such violatio·:n shall continue shall 
constitute a. s.eparate violation. 
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TrrLE 13 

SUBDIVISIONS 

Chapter Z 

Procedure 

Application in writing; copi~s of P,reliminary l ayout , 
Subm ission of preliminary l ayout! 
Discussion and changes ; p erformance bond, 
Submi ss ion of final plats; copies . 
ApprovaJ time all owed . 
Approval! when e ffective as to requirements . 
Approval; when effective as to posting bond. 
Time limit for recording. 

13-5 

.Application in writing; co i es of preliminar layout, --Whenever any sub-
v s on 0 an s propose , an e ore any perm t for the e rec tion of a 

structure shall b e granted, the subdivider or his agent shall apply in 
writing to th e Council for approv al of his s.ubdiv i s ion plat and s ubmit to the 
Council thr ee (3) copies of the layout. 

Supmission 2! prelimina ry layout. --The subdivider shall submit his 
prel iminary layout in conformity w i t h Sections 13-17 and 13-18 of this Titl e . 

' 
Di scuss i on a;sd changes! performance boAd.. - -.After reaching a tenta tive 
conclus i on, the Council may discuss th e preliminary lay out with the s ub 
divider at a m e e t ing of the Council, .Afte r dis c us s ion the Council shall 
com municate within thirty (30)" days in wri t ing to the developer: (1) specific 
changes that are r equired in the preliminary l ayout 1 (Z) the characte r and 
extent of public improvements that w ill have t o be made in k eeping with the 
public health, safety, m orals, and g eneral wel£are1 and (3) the amount of 
construction or impr ovement or the amount of performance bond w hich i t 
will 'require as a prerequis ite to appr oval of the final subdivision plat, 

Submission of final lats I co i es, --The s ubdivider shall within s ix (6-) 
mont a ter of c a not cat on by the Council in respect to the preliminary 
layout file wi th the Council th e final s ubdivis ion plat in accordance with 
Sections 13-19 and 13-ZO. There shall be s ubmitted to the Council three 
(3) copies on a scal e of not more than 100 feet to the inch in addition to the 
original. 

ApprovalJ time allowed. --The Counc il shall, within forty -five (45) days from 
tlie date or s ubmlsslon of the final plat , approve, m odify , or d i sapprove 
such plat, and failure to act within forty-five (45) days shall be deemed 
approval. 

Approval ; when effective as to re uirements ,Cl. -Approval of t he plat shall 
not e nally e ect ve until the subd vider has complied thereon with the 
general r.equirements and minimum r equirements of des i gn in accordance 
with Chapter 3 of this Title and with t he improvements as required by 
Chapter 5 of this Title to the satisfacti on of the Council and so cert ified on 
said plat by the Mayor or other agent designated by the Council. 

Ap r oval; when effective as to ostin bond a.niount of bond; cer tification 
as to r easona l eness o est mate Director of Public orks Ma or and 

l er ma a rove n al l ats a ter sue cert f cation. - -Approval of~ 
p at s not be ina ly e ect ve unt t e subd vider has fur nished the 
T own with a bond t o guarantee sati sfactory installation of the im provements , 
or parts thereof, s et for th in Chapter 5 of this T i tle. 

I t i s the determination of the Council that the a mount of t h e bond to be 
pos ted shall be the estimated value of all improvements r equired plus ten 
{10) percent for pric e escal ation res ulting from normal cost increases 
between the time of ap proval and the initiation of cons truction on a sub
division . 

The estimated value of all i mprovements required shall be certified 
as to reasonabl eness of sai d estimate by the Director of Public Works, 

The Mayor and the Clerk may s ign approved final plats of subdivis ions 
upon p resentation of the above certification. 

Council r esolution of May 4, 1959, particularl y specified t hat th e 
above provi s i ons were a l so to be considered subject to Section 
13-6 . . 
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Time limit for recording ....... unless the owner of the subdivision shall have salCl 'plat 'rec~rdect ln th'e office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Fairfax 
County within sixty (60) days after its final approval by the Council and 
before any lots are sold in said subdivisiort, the approval of the plan o! 
said subdivision shall be deemed to haye been withdrawn and said plat shall 
b.e marked "Void" and returned to the subdivider. 
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T IT LE 13 

SUBDIVISIONS 

Chapter 3 

I 
.,9ene ral Re quirements. and Minimun;i Standards 

of Design for the Subdivision of Lan d 

I 
Minimum requirements. --The following shall be consider e d minimum 
requirements and shall b e varied only for s p ecific r easons, stated of r e 
cord by the Counr;:ll : 

(a) SUBDIVISION N.AMES : The names of new subdivisions shall not 
be duplicated or too clos ely a pproximate the names of exis ting subdivisions, 

(b) STREET N.AMES: Names of new s t reet s shall not duplicate exist
ing or pl atted str eet names unles s the new street i s a continuation of or in 
alignme n t with the existing or platted street, 

(c) BUILDING SITES: Shall have frontage on existing or recor ded 
public streets. 

(d) EASEMENTS: Where required, easements or widths appropriate 
to the purpose intended shall b e provided, · 

(e } STREET L.AYOUT: 
(1) Streets shall be provided to give access to a djoining a creage 

and to connect wi th t h e principal streets in adjoi ning subdivisions. 
(Z) Cul-de-sac s t reets s hall be provided w it h a turn- a r ound with 

a minimum right-of-way radius of 50 feet. 
(3) Bl ocks in general shall not be l onger than 1, 000 feet b e tween 

str eet intersection s unless warranted by s ome unus\1al condition, 

(4) Res e rve strips protecting the use of dead-end and boundary 
streets will be p e rmitted on condition that such reserve strips shall become 
null and void, and thereby automatically dedicated for public street purposes, 
when land abutting thereon i s d edicated for public street purposes . 

(f ) STREET WIDTHS: 
' "{l) Alleys •. , •• , •• , • , • •• , • • , ••• , 20 feet 

(Z) Se rvice Drives •. , •• , .••• , , .•• 32 feet 
(3) Local Streets •. , . •• , •• • .•• , • • 50 feet 
(4) Local Thoroughfares . • , , •• ••. 60 feet 

0 (5 ) When a subdi~is ion abuts one {l) s ide of any street which has 
been included in t h e State System of Secondary Highways , the subdivide r 
shall not be r e quired to d edicate mor e than one half (1 /2 ) of any right- of
way necessary to make said street compl y with the minimw:n width fixe d 
for same, and shall not be re sp ons ibl e for grading o r surfacing such street . 

(g) Service Drives may be required by the C ouncil whenever in their 
opinion such drives ar e necessary to promote safety. 

(h) On streets that are required to have a right-of- 'way width of fifty 
(50) feet or more, grades shall not ex ceed eight (8 ) p e rcent. On str eets 
permitted to have a right-of-way width of les s than fifty (50 ) feet , grades 
shall not exceed twe lve (12) percent. 0 

(i) Where a d efl ection angle of more t han 10 degrees in the alignment 
of a street occurs, a curve, of reasonabl y long radius shall be introduc ed, 
On str eets fifty (50) fe et o r more i n width the c enter line radius of c ur va 
tur e shall not be less 'than thr e e hundr ed (300) feet , 

(j) Inters ections of streets s h all be at an angle as nearl y 90 degrees 
as pos s ible, and shall not be l ess than 60 degrees . 

(k) .Alleys shall be provided in the rear of lots t o be used for busi
ness purposes . 

(1) The s i ze and shape of residential l ots shall be a s the Council 
a eems appropria te for the type of building development c ontemplated, 
provided, however, that l ots for residentia l purposes w he rein both sewer 
and water connections a r e provided shall be a minimum of 60 feet average 
width and they shall contain a minimum of 10, 000 s quare feet , Siz e , w i d th, 
and a r ea shall i n no c ase be less than that s p ecifi ed for the location in any 
zoning rei::ul a tions. 

(m ) If neith er a sewer nor water com1ection i s p1·ovide d , the lot s hall 
c ontain at l east twenty thousand (20, 000) squa re fe e t a nd the in stallation of 
a water sysf.i::in •\nd a s ewage d i s pos al method s hall b e a pproved by the 
Counc il. 
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(n) Corner lots shall b e increased in siz e whenever necessary so as 
to provide that any s tructure to be pla ced th e r eon s hall conform to the 
building and setback lines of :both streets. 

(o) In case a tract is s ubdivide d into large r parcels than ordinary 
building lots, such parcels shall be so f! rranged as to allow the opening of 
future streets and logical further s ubdivision. 

{p) Due consideration shall be given by all subdividers a n d by the 
Council to sites for schools and othe r public uses. . 

(q) Except where alleys are -p er~itted, the Council may require 
easements up to eight (8) fe et in width for poles, wires, conduits, storm 
and sanitary sewers, gas, water, and heat mains, and other public utilities 
along all rear lines and side lot lines. Easements may be a greater width 
for the extension of existing or planned utilities, 

(r) A boundary traverse shall be run and all othe r surveyed 
dimensions shown on the plat shall be to an accuracy of l part to 5, 000. 

(s) Building setba-cks shall in all cases ·conform to those established 
in any zoning regulations. 
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TITLE 13 

SUBDIVISIONS 

Chapter 4 

The Prelimi nary Layout and Final Subdivision Plats 

Preliminary layout; copies, 
Same; required data, 
Final subdivision plats; tracing, 
SameJ required data. 
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Preliminary l ayout; copies, --The subdivider shall pres ent to the Council 
thi"ee {3) cop!e's ol a prei!Ii'llnary layout at a scale of not more than 100 
feet t o the inch, 

'Same1 requ,ired dat,a_. --The preliminary layout shall include the following: 
(a) Proposed subdivision name or identifying tiile and a description 

of its location, 
(b) Name and address of record owner , subdivider, and designer of 

preliminary layout , 
(c) Location of property lines, existing easements, buildings , water 

courses, existing sewers and water mains, culverts, drains, and other 
essential features. 

(d) the names of all subdivisions immediately adjacent and the names 
of owners of rec ord of adjacent property, 

(e ) Location, names, and present widths of existing and proposed 
streets, highways, easements, building lines, alleys, parks, and other 
public open spaces. 

(f) All parcels of land proposed to be dedicated for public use and the 
conditiorts of such dedication, 

(g ) Any proposed changes in the use , height, or area, under any zon
ing rf:lgulations applicable to the area. 

{h) Date, true north point, and scale. 
(i) Deed description and map of survey of the tract boundary made and 

certified by a lie ens ed surveyor and/ or engineer. . 
(j ) Connections with existing sanitary sewers and existing water supply 

orcJU.ternate means of se~age disposal and water s upply. 
{k) Provisions for collecting and discharging surface drainage and 

preliminary designs for any bri dges or culverts which may be required, 
(1) T he proposed lot lines with dimensions and suggested l ocation of 

buildings. 
(m ) The l ocation of sidewalks, sanitary sewers , storm drains, water 

mains, curbs and gutters and the sizes and types thereof, and the location of 
manholes and basins and underground conduits. 

(n) Contours at vertical intervals of not more than five (5) feet when 
r equired by the Council. 

Final subdivision plats J tracin~, --The subdi~sion plat submitted for 
approval and subsequent reco1• fug shall b e clearly and legibly drawn in ink 
upon trac'ing cloth at a scale of not more than one hundred (100) feet to the 
inch. 

Samei required data, --The s ubdiv ision plat shall show the following: 
(a ) Proposed subdivision name or identifying title, l ocation, address 

of record owner and subdivider, and name of the licensed professional 
surveyor or engineerJ 

{b ) Street lines, pedestrian ways , lots , reser vations, easements, 
and areas to be d edicated to public us e; 

(c) Sufficient acceptable data for the Council to determine readily 
the location, bearing, and l ength of every street line , lot line, and boundary 
line and to reproduce them on the ground, Reference should be made to 
known or p ermanent monuments and, wher e practicable, to the state system 
of plane coordinates J 

(d ) The boundaries of the property, location, graphic scale, and true 
north point; ' 

(e ) Every suc h plat shall show all lands which the owner proposes to 
dedicate for p ublic use together w i th the convenants, ii any , as to t he use 
thereof; 

(f ) All permanent reference monuments shown by an "X" on the plat; 
(g) Contours at vertical intervals of not more than five (5) feet when 

required by the Council. 
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TITLE 13 

SUBDIVISIONS 

Chapter 5 

Improvements Requ~ 

Physical improvements : (a ) monuments J (b ) g rading and surface 
trea tment of streets I (c ) drainage1 {d) street s i gns I (e) s idewalks a nd 
gutters 1 (f ) water and sewerJ (g ) responsibility for damages to Town 
faciliti es, and for keeping access roads open. 
P lans and specifications for improvements. 
Inspection during i ns tallation of i mprovements. 
Approval of installation of improvements . 
Acc eptance of improvements by Town. 

ng access r oads open. - - a onuments s a e p aced n t e ground at a 1 
c orner and angl e po!l1ts in the center lines of the subdivi s ion and at all 
points of angl es and curvature in the right- of- way lines of all streets wi thin 
the subdivifi!ion. At designated points in the outer lines of the subdiv ision 
a nd at. l east two (2 ) p oints in each block s aid monuments shall be stone or 
concrete not l ess than 4 inches above the finished grade, In .all other 
l ocations said monuments shall be iron pipe not less than 1/2 inch or more 
than l inch in diameter, The top of all stone and concrete monwnents shall 
be set no l ess than 1 inch or more than 4 inches above the finished grade of 
the g round surface at their respective locations. 

(b ) , Streets shall be graded and surfaced and surface treated to 
widths as follows: 

~~ Surfaced Surface Treated 

(1) Alleys 20 1 20 ' 201 

26 1 (2) Service Drives 
(3) Local Streets 

32 1 

so• 
261 
361 36 1 

{4) Local Thoroughfares 601 361 36 1 

() 

Streets s hall be graded for the entire width of t he r i ght of way. The 
distance from back of curb to back of curb shall be at l east 361 on S01 

rights of way and 36' on 601 rights of way. The hard surface shall extend 
from curb to curb or gutter to gutter , 

Subgrade shall be shaped to the cross - section of the finished road. 
First course as descri bed below shall not be commended until at 

l east s ixth (60) days after completion of the base course and until tests of 
the base course indicate a density of ninety-five (95) percent. Paving shall 
not be applied wi thout prior approval of the Town of Vienna Road Inspector, 

The bi tuminous surface trea tment shall b e° compris ed of three (3 ) 
l ayers of stone and three (3) applications of bituminous material as follows: 

First t1·eatment S/ 10 gal~ . bitwninous material (RC- 2 or RT - 2) and 
forty (40) l bs, #9 stone p e r sq, yd. 

Second treatment S/ 10 gals , bituminou s material (RC-3 or RT - 3 ) and 
forty (40) lbs . /19 stone pe1· s q. yd. 

Third treatment 3/ 10 gals. bituminous material (RC-4 or RT-4) and 
forty (40) lbs , # 11 stone per sq, yd, 

Bituminous materi als and stone for t he surface course and base 
course shall comply with the current reqllirements of the Virginia Depart
ment of Highways for such application, 

The period of applying bituminous mat erial surface treatanent shall 
be from the first day of May w1til the fifte ent h day of October of each year, 
Bituminous surface treatment may a l so b e applied at such other peri ods 
as may be ~es ignated by the Road Inspector of the T~wn of Vienna. 

After the first course is completed and b efor e acceptance by the Town 
of Vienn a of a s urfaced stre et, t here sha.11 be d epos ited with the Town of 
Vienna an am<?unt sufficient to co1nplete second an d third surface treatments 
plus an amoun t equal to 15f p e r lineal foot of stre et (measured along the 
street c ente r line) for maintenance purpos e s . 
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(c} A drainage system shall be provided for by ;means of culverts 
under roadways, l ead and outlet ... ditches. and any other structures that are 
necessary to provide adequate draina ge of both natural and storm water !or 
all streets and adjoining properties. 

{d) Street signs shall be install ed at all street intersections. 
{e) Sidewalks and gu tters shall b

1e provided on both s-ides of all local 
thoroughfares and local streets and shall be constructed of a 1:2:4 concrete. 
Sidewalks shall have a minimum width of 4 feet and a minimum depth of 4 
inches-;- That portion of com;:rete driveways passing over sidewalks or 
street rights of way must be constructed with reenforcing wire mesh not 
less than 4" x 4 11

, No. 4. Concrete s hall be poured in alternate square 
blocks with a 1 inch pre-molded bituminous expansion joint at intervals not 
greater than 50 feet and at junction points of curbs. Gutters .shall be 
constructed in sections not more than 10 fe et long with a 1/2 inch pre--mold ... 
ed bituminous. expansion joint at intervals not greater than 20 feet and .at all 
tangent points· of curves. A pre-molded bituminous joint shall be provided 
at the junction of valley gutters. Curbs and gutters on· unstable ground 
sh.all have expansion strips and dowel sleeves. 

{f) .A water and sewer system connected to the Town water and sewer 
system, and approved by the Council, shall be provided in all subdivis-ions. 

{g) Damages to existing facilities- in the Town system which are 
directly attributable to the negligence of the subdivider, contractor, or 
builder shall be r ep a ired at their exp ense,. Subdividers, builders., and 
contractors shall also be responsible for keeping all roads us ed as access 
to the area of construction or development free from dust and mud. 

Plans. and s p edfications for iiri,Erovements~ '"'-Two (2) blue, black or sepia 
i!;~ priilts. o!'t.he

0 

:Pia~ 'a'nci si>~dlic~Hons :for all of the required physical 
improvements to be installed in a s ubdivision, a.s. prepare d by a surveyor 
or engineer duly authorized by the Commonwealth of Virginia to prepare 
such plans and specifications shall be submitted to the Council for approval. 
If approved, one (1} copy bearh1g such approval shall be returned to the 
subdivider i ' 

Ins ection duriri. ihs.tallat:ton of im roveme·nts ... -Periodic inspections 
dur g the nst at on o the phys ic mprovement-s shall be made to 
insure conformity with the approved plans and specifications. The sub
divider shall notify the proper admlnistrative officers when each phase of 
the installation i s completed and ready for inspection. 

Ap . roval 0£ installation of iiri rovements . ..? .. Upon compl~tion of installation 
o t e requ red mprovements the adm nistrative officers charged with the 
responsibility for each of the various types of improvements shall i ss ue 
c ertificates of approval therefore to the subdivider or his agent, and such 
certificates shall operate as evidence for the release of any agreement or 
bond which may have be en furnished for the guarant ee of satisfactory 
installation of s uch improvements or parts thereof. 

·Acceptance of improvements by T own. --The installation of improvements 
in su5d:ivisl~ns as here!~ r eqli.Ired shall i n no case serve to bind the Town 
to accept such improve1nents- for the maintenance, repair, or operation 
the reof, but such acceptance shall be subject to the existing r egulation.s 
concerning the acceptance oi each type of improvement s . 
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T!rLE 14 

WEEDS AND DEBRIS 

Definitions. 
Wl1ere prohibited1 generally. 
Same1 when constituting traffic hazard or menace to public safety, 
SameJ when cons tituting fire hazard, 
Report of violation. 
Inspection of site of violationf notice to cut or remove. 
Procedure when notice to cut or re.move is not complied with. 
Procedure when owner is unknown, or cannot be found. 
Procedure when owner is nonresident of the Town. 
Initiation of action by sanitation officer. 
Burning weeds. . I 
Keeping streets free of weeds . 
Penalties, 

Definitions • 
.,_ (a) 'BLOCK. The word "blocll;11 as used in this Title shall be taken to 
mean the land in an area usually designated as a town block bounded by two 
{2) or m o re streets in the town. · 

(b) DEBRIS. The word 11debris 11 as used in this Title shall be held to 
include cuttings. of weeds, as herein defined, trash, juµk, discarded motor 
vehicles, standing water which is detrimental to the health, comfort, or 
general welfare of the inhabitants of the Town, compost heaps that are 
maintained in an unsanitary condition, or any other material which may 
provide a hiding place for snakes or rats, or anything or any condition 
which may be a fire menacl'!, breeding place for mosquitos, or which gives 
off obnoxious or offensive odors. 

(c) OWNER. The word 11 owne r 11 as us ed in this Title shall be taken 
to include pers ons holding title to any land or lot in the Town1 lessees, 
tenants, and principal occupants of any land or lot in the Town or agents of 
persona holding titles to such lands or lots, having care , custoqy, control, 
or management of the l and or lot1 and fiduciaries holdJ..ng title to or having 
the care, custody, control or management of land or lots in the Town for 
others. 

(d) ' WEEDS. The word "weeds " as used in this Titl e shall be held to 
include wild or uncontrolled growth or vegetation of every kind standing on 
land, 

Where jlrohibitedJ generally. --It shall be unlawful for any owner of any 
land or lot ln the Town to permit weeds to stand more than fifteen (15) 
inches in height, or any debris to remain upon such land or lot, or to re
main upon any portion of the s idewalk or street or public :right of way 
adjacent to such land. 

Same) when constitutin a traffic hazard or menace to ublic safety, --It 
sha e unlaw ul or the owner o any land or lot n the 1Town to permit any 
weeds or debris to remain upon such land or lot, or to remain upon any 
portion of the sidewalk or street or area bet-Ween the property line of such 
land or lot and a line i n the street adjacent thereto having no curb which 

line is parallel to the property line and ten (10) feet distant therefrom, or 
to remain between the property line and the middle of an alley adjacent to 
the property line of such land or lot, in such location, size, and condition 
as to constitute an obstruction or hindrance to the safe movement- of 
v ehicular and pedestrian traffic upon the streets and all eys of the Town or 
as to constitute a menace to public safety. 

pame1 when constitutint fire hazard. --It shall be unlawful for the owner of 
any fanct or lot within t e Town to permit any weeds or debris to remain 
upon such l and or lot i n such quantity and condition as to constitute a fire 
h;~zard. 
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Report of violation. --Any person aggrieved by the presence of weeds or 
d.'ebrls .in. vloiadon of the four (4) preceding sections of this Title may re
port such presenc e of weeds and debris to the Sanitation Officer, which 
report shall be in writing and signed by the person aggrieved. 

Inspection of site of violation; notice to cut or remove. --Upon receipt of a 
report 'as ref~i·3:ed t'o !1~ th~ 'i?r~c~din'g' s~aio:U', I the Sanitation Office~ shall 
cause the site of the reported violation to be inspected. When the 
Sanitation Officer has d etermined that a violation in .fact exists , he shall. 
'except as provided in Sections 14-8 and 14 ... 9 of this Title. notify the owner 
of the land or lot upon which. the violation exists or the owner of the land or 
lot adjacent to the street, · sidewalk. al~ey, or area upon which the violation 
exists, to cut· or remove or cause to be cut or removed the weeds or debris 
complained of within such time as fs specified in the notice. Such notice 
shall be in writing and d elivered or m~iled to the last known address of the 
owner. It shall be unlawful for any person to iail to comply with such 

. i I not ce. ~ 

Procedure when notice to cut or remove is not complied with. --Should the 
owner ia.n. ~elus ~,· or n eglect to C

1

ompiy with th
1

e ~otic
1

e ~ef~;rred to in the 
preceding section within the time specified therein the Sanitation Officer 
shall obtain a summons requiring the owner to appear before the Municipal 
Court of the Town of Vienna within five (5) days thereafter to show cause 
why an order requiring compliance with the .foregoing section should not be 
iss.ued. The Sanitation Officer shall appear to be examined as a witness 
relative to the matter. 

If a violation is found by the court to exist, such court shall enter an 
. order requiring the defendant within a time specified to cut and remove or 
cause to be cut and removed the offending weeds or debris. 

Procedure wheri. owner is unknown or cannot be found. --If the owne r of the 
Lina .or !ot ls ' u~kliown or 'cannot 

1

be ?ound; 
0

the ~otfce referred to in Section 
14-6 of this Title s·hall be dispensed with, and the Sanitation Officer shall 
cause the offending weeds and d ebris to he cut or removed at the cost of the 
Town and shall tl"ansmit to the Town collector a memorandum of such cost,. 
adding thereto twenty (20%) p ercent for the us e of Town tools. The Town 
collector, upon l"eceipt ·of such memorandum, shall add such total cos ts to 
the first bill .for taxes on the land ass essed against such owner and shall 
collect theccost with the t~~s assessed in the same manner and by the same 
process. as is prescribed for the collection of taxes, ' 

Procedure when owner is nonresident of the Town. --If the owner of the land 
Is a nonresl<lent 'ot the Town Uie 'notl~e r~fe'r'red to in Section 14 .. 6 of thls 
Title shall be given if the address of such owner is known. Should such 
owner fail to comply with such notic e within the time specified therein, the 
Sanitation Officer shall p:i.-oceed as p:rovided in the prece ding section. If 
the address of such owner is unknown, suCh notic e shall be dispensed with 
and the Sanitation Officer s.hall proc eed as provided in the preceding 
section. · 

Initiation of ac~iC!n by
1 
San~ta~ion Qffic e;r .... -The Sanitation Officer shall 

Stiate acdon against any owne:r o! !and when a violation of Sections 14-2, 
14-3, and 14-4 of this Title exi sts by following the procedure set out in 
this Title. 



14-11 

14 ... 12 

14-13 

Burning weeds. --Any owner of land required to remove weeds under the 
provlsfon of t'his Title may r emove the same by burning unde r the super 
vision of the Town fire department, Prior to such burning , such owner 
shall agree in w riting with the Town upon s uch· form as shall b e prescribed 
by the Sanitation Office r, to indemnifyt reimbur set and save the Town a nd 
its agents, offic e r s , and employees harmless from all damages that may 
result directly or indir ectly to persons 1·and prope rty fr om the burn :ln g of 
weeds. · · 

' ' 
Keeping streets fr ee of weed s . --Exc ept as othe r wis e p rovide d i n t h i s 
Titie, it s haH be th~ Cluty of the offic er~ or employees of the T own, 
designated b y the Town Counc il, to k eep the streets of the T own free from 
weeds. 

Penalties. --Any person viola ting any provision of this Title shall be de emed 
gutity of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be fined not more than 
fifty ($50. 00) dollars nor l ess than five ($5. 00) dollars for each offens e 
or not more than thirty {30) d ays in jail, or both . Each day such violation 
continues after due notification shall constitute a separate offense . 
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ZONING 

Chapter 1. Definitions of ·terms. 
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Chapter 3. General Provisions. 

Chapter 4. Special Provis ions. 
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TITLE 15 

ZONING 

Chapter l, S ection 15-1 

Definition• of Term•, 

15-2 

.J.• 

Delin!tions of terms . ... -For the purpose of this Title, certain words and - ~\' 
phrases used herein a.re defined as follows: 

Tho words "used for11 include "designed for11 and vice vera&J worde 
used in the present tense include the future 1 words in the singular nwnber 
include the plural nwnber and vice versa1 the word "buildlng11 includee the 
word "atructure 11

, the word 11dwelllng11 includes the word "residence", the 
Word 11lot11 includes the word 11plot11 and the word 11shall" ,is mandatory and 
not directory. 

ALLEY: A public way leos than thirty (30) feet in width deo!gnsted 
as an alley on a record plat or dedicated as. such in a deed. 

BASEMENT: A otory partly or wholly underground, For purpooe• 
of height measurement a basement shall be counted as a stor y where more 
than one-half (l/Z) of !ts height is above the avera ge· level of the a djoining 
ground. 

BILLBOARD: Any sign or advertisement used as an outdoor display 
lor the purpose~ of making anything known. about something not attached to 
or which i s r emote from said display. 

BOARDING HOUSE: A building other than a hotel where for 'compen
sation, meals, or l odging and meals, are provided for three (3) or more, 
but not exceeding nine (9) guests, 

BUILDING: Any structure having a roof suppor ted by columns or 
wall s for the housing or enclosure of persons, animals or chatteh. When 
divided by walls without openings each portion or section of such building 
shall be regarded as a eeparate building. 

BUILDING, ACCESSORY: A s ubordinate building or a portion of the 
main building; the use of whlch is incidental to that of the principal use of 
the main building or land . .An accessory use le o ne which le incidental to 
the main use of the premises. No accessory building shall be used for 
dwelling purpos es other than by domestic servants employed entirely on the 
premises . 

BUILDING, PRINCIPAL: A building in which i s conducted the main 
or principal use of the lot on which said building i s located. 

BUILDING HEIGHT : The vertical distance measured from t h e 
adjoining curb grade to the highest point of the roof surface, if a flat roof1 
to the deck l in of a mansard roof1 and to the mean height level between 
eaves and ridge for a gable, hip or gamhrel roo!. Where buildings ar e set 
back from the street line, t he height of the building shall be measured fr~in 
the average elevation of the finished grade along the front of the b uilding. 

BUILDING LINE: A line parallel to the center line of the s treet 
which establishes the rni.nim\Un horizontal distance between the center line 
of the street and the permissible location 0( t he nearest portion of any 
building. 

BUILDING, UNIT GROUP: Two (Z) or more buildings (other than 
dwellings) grouped upon a lot and held under a single ownership, such as 
universities, hospitals and institutions. 

COMMISSION, ZONING AND PLANNING: The Zoning and Planning 
Commission consi s t s of the live (5) members appointed by the Circuit 
Court of Fairfax County as the Zoning Commission of the Town of Vienna 
and further designated by the Mayor as the P lanning Commission of the 
Town o f Vienna. , 

COURT: .An open, unoccupied space, other than a yard, on the same 
lot with a building or group of buildings and which !s bounded on two (Z) or 
more aides by such building or buildings. 

CURB GRADE: The elevation of the established curb !n front of the 
building measured at the center of such front . . Where no curb grade has 
been established, the zoning administrator shall establish such curb grade 
or !ts equivalent for the purpose of this Title, 

DWELLING: A b uilding designed as the living quarters for one (1) 
or more families .. 

DWELLING UNIT: One (1) or more room s !n a dwelling designed 
for occupancy by one (l) family for living purpos ea and having cooking 
facilities. · 

DWELLING, ONE-FAMILY: A detached building designed exclusive-
l y for occupancy by one (1) family. ~ 

DWELLING, TWO-FAMILY: A building containing two (Z) dwelling 
units, arranged one (1) above the other or s ide by side. 

DWELLING, MULTIPLE-FAMILY: (Apartment House) A building 
or portion thereof, designed for occupancy by three (3) or more f&milies 
living independently of each other, The term does not include hotel, 
tourist camp, cabin or court, traile r camp, motel or sintll.ar premises. 

DWELLING ROW: One (1) of a s e ries of three (3) o r more attached 
one-family dwellings separated from one another by a single partition wall 
without openings extended from basement to roo!. 

FA.Ml.LY: One (1) or more persons living together and occupying a 
singl e housekeeping unit, which may include not to exceed two (Z) lodgers 
or boarders. 

· GARAGE, PRIVATE: A detached accessory building or portion of 
a principal building for the parking or temporary storage of automobile• by 
the occupants of the premises, and in which no business, occupation, or 
service for profit is in any way c onduct ed except that one of the vehicleil 
may be a commercial one (1) of not m ore t han 1/4 of a ton capacity. 

GARAGE, PUBLIC: A building other than a private garage where 
automobiles are parked, stored, car ed for or e quipped, 

GUEST HOUSE: Living quarters within a detached accessory build
ing located on the same premise• with the principal building , for use by 
temporary guests of the occupants of the premises1 such quarters having 
no kitchen facilities and not rented or otherwise used u a s eparate dwell
ing. 

GUEST ROOM1 A room which ls designed o r intended for occupancy 
by one ( 1) or more guests, but in which no provision is made for cooking, 
and not including d o rmitories for sleepin11 purposes only , 
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15-1. 1 [cont.) 
HOME OCCUPATION : A customary us e of a dwelling and premlaee 

by the lnhabitante thereof not involving (1) emiesion of unplcaeant sound 
beyond the premis es, (Z) outside display, (3 ) advertising, (4) sales of a 
commodity on the prcmhea, and (5) the use o! more than twenty- five (ZS) 
pel"cent of the livable floor area o! the dwelling excludve of the basement. 
No person is employed other than a member of the immediate !amily 
reelding on the premises . 

HOTEL: Any building or portion thereof which contain• gueet rooma 
which are dealgne d or intended lo be used, l et or hired out for occup&DCy 
and which together are intended to provide !or accommodation1 for 
comperu:atlon to ten (10) or more lndividuale at any gi ven tlmo, 

HOTEL, APARTMENT: A building or portion thereof d edgn.ed for 
or containing both individual guest rooms or euitea of rooms and dwelling 
unlta, 

JUNK YARD: Any land o r building used for abandonment, s torage, 
keeplng, collecting, proceaal.ng, or baling of paper, raga , ecrap metals, 
and other scrap or discarded materials including dismantled automoblle1 
or other vehicles . 

LOT : L and occupied or to be occupied by uso, building, or uni t 
group ol buildings, and accoaaory buildings, together with such yards and 
area aa required by t h11 'flUc, and having its principal frontag e upon a pub
lic street accepted by the 'fown of Vienna. 

LOT .A REA: The total horizontal area within the lot linee of a lot. 
No alley, public way, public land, or area proposed for future etreet pur
poses la included within the net area of a lot. 

LOT CORNER: .A lot situated al the intersection of two (2. ) or more 
atreeta, having an angle of lntcraectlon of not more than llS degrees. 

LOT DEPTHS: The hori%ontal dlatance between the front and rear 
lot line•, measured along the median between the two (Z) llde lot Hnea. 

LOT• FRONT OF: The front o{ a lot a hall be considered to be that 
side of the lot which !route on a atrcot. In case o! a corner lot, the shortest 
aide fronting on the s treet shall be considered to be the front of the l ot or 
when aides fronting the alrcet s are of equal lengths, the lot a hall be 
considered lo front on that street having the longest frontages o{ lots w i thin 
the aame block. 

LOT• Il{T ERI OR: .A lot other than a corner lot, 
LOT LINES: The line1 bounding a lot as defined herein. 
LOT, THROUGH: .A lot having frontage on two (Z) parallel or 

approximately parallel streets, 
LOT WIDTH: Tho hori%ontal distance between the dde lot llnes, 

measured a t right angles to the lot depth at a point midway betwee n the front 
and 'rear lot Unea. . 

NONCONFORMING BtJll,DING: .A building or 1trw:ture or portion 
thereof lawfully existing prior to the efiective date o! this T itle which was 
d edgned, erected, or structurally altered !or a uae that doea not conform 
to the uae regulation o! this TiUe pertal.nillg to the dlatrlct ln which it la 
located. 

NONCONFORMING USE: A ua e which l awfully occupled a building 

O'l' l and p r ior to t he e!!cctive date o! this Title and whic:h does not conform 
with the use regulations 0£ t his Tille pertaining to the diatrlct in which i t 
la l ocated. 

PARI<ING ARE.A, P.RIV.ATE: .A n open area, other than a street or 
alley, ua e d for the parking of the automobiles of occupant• o! a dwelling. 

PARKING AREA, PUBLIC OR CUSTOMER: An open area, other 
than a private parklng area, street or alley, used !or the parking o! 
automobiles a nd availabl e for public or quasipubllc use. 

PARKING SPACE, AUTOMOBILE: Space wlthln a bulldlng or a 
private or public parking area !or the parking o{ one (1) automobile. 

PUBLIC: Any l and-uae property or structure officially a part of the 
Town of Vienna, Virginia. 

ROOMING HOUSE: A dwelling in which, as a home occupation and 
{or compensation, lodging only b furnished to three (3) or more, but not 
more than nine (9) guests. Such dwelling shall conta.ln not more than five 
{S) guest rooms. · 

SEMIPUBLIC: Any nonprofit land- use, property or structure o{ an 
institutional or civic naturo including community buildings not owned and/or 
operated by a public a gency. 

SI GN: .Any words , numerals, figures, device1, d edgne , or trade 
marks by which anything ia made known, such as are uaed to designate an 
individual, a firm, profession, business. or a commodity and which are 
visible from any public street. (Thie definition shall not ln.clude temporary 
merchandise sign• within s t ore windows. ) 

STORY: That portion o! a building included between the •urface o! 
any floor and the surface of the next .O.oor above it, or l:l there be no !loor 
above it, then the space between such floor and celling next above it. 

STREET: A public thorough!ar e thirty (30) feet or more wide which 
a££ords the principal mcana o{ access to abutting property. 

STREE T LINE: A dividing line between a lot, tract, or pa.reel of 
land and a contiguous s treet. 

STREET WIDTH: T he horizontal di stance between the Bide linea o! 
a street, measured at r ight angles to t he aido lines, 

STRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS: Any change ln the supporting 
m embers o! a building, 1uch as bearing walla or partitions , colwnna, beams 
or girders, or any subs tantial change in the roo!. 

STRUCTURE: Anything constructed or erected which require• 
l ocation on the growid or attached to something having a location on the 
ground but not including a tent or vehicle. Customary garden accessories 
such as fences, trellises, grapevine eupporte, etc. are not included ln this 
definition o! structure. 

TOURIST CAMP: Land u1cd or intended to be used, l et or rented 
for occupancy by campers traveling by automobile or otherwi s e , or !or 
occupancy by or of trailers t tenh or movabl e or temporary dwellinge, 
room11 or sleeping quarters o! any kindJ the parklng or supporting by a 
foundation ol two (2 ) or more trailera wll.l be termed a Tourlat Camp. 

TOURIST COURT: .A group of attachad or detached l>ulldlngs which 
are provided for trans i ent guoate including auto courts, motels and motor 
lodges. 

TOURIST HOME: A dwelllng in which boaYdlng or r ooming, or both 
are offered to the traveling public for compen1ation1 open to transient 
guests, ln contra-dietlncUon to a boarding house or rooming houae. 

TRAU..ER: .A reaidence, hou1e car, camp car, or a.ny portable or 
mobile vehkle on wheels , aldda, or rollers , not structurally anchored to 
a foundation, either 11el!-propelled, or propelled by an attached vehicle, 
anlmal, person, or othel' propelling apparatus which ia used or may be 
uaed for residential, commercial, hauling, or stora1e purpose•• and 
herein referred to a trailer. 

T.R.AILER CAMP: Same u ' 'Tourist Ca.mp. 11 

USE: The purpose for which land or a building is arranged, design
ed or intended or !or which either land o r a bull.ding is or may be occupi ed 
or maJ.ntained. 

YARD: .An open epace on the • &me lot with a principal building or 
g roup of principal bulldlnge whlch open s pace lies between the building or 
outer building o{ a group and the nearest l ot or street Uno. 
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Y.A.RDt FRONT: A yard extending across the full width 0£ the lott 
between the nearest principal building and the front lot line. The. depth 
o! the required front yard shall be measured horizontally from the nearest 
part 0£ the principal building to the nearest point of the front lot line. · 

YA.RD1 .REAR: A_ yard extending across the full width of the lot 
:between the nearest rear principal building and the rear lot line. The 
depth o! the required rear yard shall be measured horizontally from the 
nearest part of a principal building toward the nearest point of the rear lot 
line. · 

YARDr S.IDE: A yard between a principal building and the side lot 
line; extending !rom the front yard, or front lot line, where no front yard 

. is reqUlred, to the :rear yard. The width of the required side ya:rd shall 
be measured horizontal.ly\ from the nearest point of. the side line toward the 
nearest part of the principal building. 

ZONE;- Ar.ea within which certain uses of land and buildings are 
permitted and certain oth~rs are prohibited, yards and other open spaces. 
are required, lot areas, building height limit.a..~ ~d other requirements are 
established, all o! t.he foregoing being identical for the zone in which they 
apply. : ' · . 

ZONlNO ADMlNlST.RATO.R: The Town official. designated by the 
Vienna Town Council. to administer this Title, as. provided .herein. 

· ZONmQ. MAP: The ttO!ficial Zoning Map for Vienna, Virginia"t 
approved May 29, 1959 {lt will be:. out Qf date .with the new zones., won•t 
it?}, together with all amendments thereto subsequently adopted. 
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TITLE 15 

ZONING 

Chapt e r 2. Section 15-2 

Zone Categories and 
1
Boundarit:'.s,J Zonin$ Map 

Categories of zones. 
Zone boundaries • 'how determined. 
Zoning Map. 

15-5 

Categories of zones . -For the purpose of this Title, the Town of Vienna 
ls li:ereby cllv1CleCl into categorie s oi ten (10) z_one"s, as follows: 

RS-16 Zone: One -family detached residential. 
RS-IZ. 5 Zone: One-family detached residential. 
RS-10 Zone: One- family detached residential. 
RM-Z Zone: Multi-family, low d'ensity. 
C-1 Zone: Local commercial. 
C-lA. Zone: Special commercial. 
C-2 Zone: General commercial. 

·CMP Zone: Industrial Park Zone. 
CM Zone: Limited Industrial. 
M Zone: Industrial. 

Zone boundaries , how determined. - - Where uncertainty exists as to the 
bounClart,es of any of tlie z.ones established in Sec. 15-2. 1 and as shown on 
the Zoning Map,. the following rules shall apply: 

(1) Zone boundaries are intended to follow street. alley, lot, or 
property lines • unless such zone boundary lines are fixed by 
dimensions , as shown on said Zoning Map . 

(2) Where some boundaries are so indicated that they approximately 
follow lot lines and are not more than ten (10) feet distant 
ther efrom, such lot lines shall be such boundaries. 

Zoning Map. --The locations .and boundaries of the zones shall be as shown 
on a map entitled, "Town of Vienna, Virginia, Zoning Map", dated 
5/29/59 which map is incorporated herein by reference. 
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TITLE 15 

Z()NrnG 

Chapter 3. Section 15-3 

General Provisions 

Re ulations as to us es, hei ht and area, in eneral. --In interpreting and 
appl ng t s Title, t e requirements contained herein are declared to 
be the minimum requir ements for the protection ,of the health, morals, 
safety, and welfare of the inhabitants of the Town of Vienna. Except as 
hereinafter provided, the following general regulations shall apply: 

Uses. --(1) No building or structure shall be ere\:ted, reconstructed, 
structurally altered, enlarged, or moved, nor .. ;.shall any land or building 
be used or designed· to be us ed for any purpose other than is permitted in 
the zone in which such a building or land is located. 

(Z) Every building hereafter erected shall be located on a lot as 
herein definedJ and, except as herein provided, there shall be no more than 
one (1) principal building on one (1) lot. 

Height. --No building or structure shall be erected, reconstructed, or 
structurally altered to exceed in h eight the limit hereinafter designated 
for the zone in which s uch building or structure is located. 

Area .... -(1) No building or structure shall be erected, reconstructed, 
structurally altered, enlarged, or removed, nor shall any open space 
surrounding any building be encroached upon or reduced in any manner 
except in conformity with all area and building location regulations herein
after designated for the zone in which such building or open space is located. 

(2.) No yard or other space provided about any building for the 
purpose of complying with the provisions of this Title shall be considered 
as providing a yard or open space for any other building, and no yard or 
other open space on one (1) lot shall be considered as providing a yard or 
open space for a building on any other lot. · 

(3) No lot or parcel of land, with or without buildings at the time 
this Title became effective shall be subdivided, resubdivided, or reduced 
in any manner below the minimum lot width and lot area required by this 
Title. 



TITLE 15 

ZONING 

Chapter 4 

Special Providona 

Artklo 1. RS .. 16, Zone , Single-farnlly. Sectlon1 15-4. . 1 to U-40 6 

~ 
15-I, I 
15-1. 11 
15-1, IZ 
15-1, 13 
15 -1, Z 
15-4. Z I 
15-4, 2Z 
1s .. 4. 23 
15-4. 231 
15-4, Z3Z 
15-4. ZlJ 
15-4, 24 
15-4. 3 
15-1. 4 
IS-4, 5 
15-4. 6 

Ue ea permitted, 
Condltlona.l Us c11 , 
Trans ltlon&l Uae1 . 
U1ee P roh.lt..it cd. 
Arca llcquirc mcnle, 
Lot Area, 
L ot Wldth. 
Ya rd llequlrementR, 
Front Yard, 
Side Ynrd. 
Rear Yard, 
Lol Coverago, 
Hclght 1,imll . 
.Accc11itory Buildin g and Pri vat e Parking A r ea. requiremonh, 
O ffelr e 1o:t pnrklng A r oa . 
Name Pl ales a n<l SlKns, 

Article 2, RS-12, 5 Zouc. S l ngl c-famlly, Sectlorla 15 . 5. 1 lo 15-5,6 

15 .. 5, I 
15-5. 11 
15-5. IZ 
15-5. 13 
15-5. z 
15-5. 21 
I 5-5, 22 
15- 5, 23 
15-5.23 1 
15-5. 232 
15-5. 233 
15-S. Z4 
15-5, 3 
15-5. 4 
15-5. 5 
15-5. 6 

U a e 11 P c r111illcd, 
Cond!tlunal U11ce , 
T r anaillon<tl U11ca , 
Uaca P r ohibited, 
Arca Ucquircmcnle, 
Lot .Area. 
Lot Width , 
Yard Requircmcnl11 . 
Front Yard, 
S id e Yard. 
Rear Ya r d. 
Lot Coverage. 
Height L l mlt. 
Acc cuory Dulldlng and Private Parking Area Roqulroment11, 
Ofbtrcct P a.rklng A r ca. 
Name P l a tes and Signs . 

Article 3, RS-10 Zone , Slngle-fanilly. Sections 15-6, l lo 15-6. 6 

15-6, I 
15- 6. II 
15-6, lZ 
15- 6. 13 
15-6. z 
15-6, Zl 
15-6. zz 
15-6. Z3 
15-6, Z3 I 
15-6, 23Z 
15-6. Z33 
15-6, Z4 
IS-6. 3 
15-6. 4 
15-6. 5 
15-6. 6 

Article 4, 

15-7. I 
15-7. I I 
15-7. lZ 
15- 7. 13 
15-7. z 
15-7. ZI 
15-7 . ZZ 
15-7.Z3 
15-7, Z31 
15-7.ZJZ 
15-7.233 
15-7,Z34 
15-7,235 
15-7,Z4 
15-7. 3 
15-7. 4 
15-7. 5 
15-7. 6 

Uees Permitted, 
Condilional U s e s . 
T r ans itional Uses. 
Uees Prohibited, 
Area Requ.ireme ntll, 

Lot A r ea. 
Lot Wldlh, 
Yard Hcqu1re m enl8, 
Front Yard. 
Side Yard. 
Rear Yard. 
Lot Coverage, 
Height Limit . 
Accessory Bu.lldlng and Private Parking Area Requlremenll. 
Qfistreet Parking Area, 
Nam'!!: Plates and Signs, 

flM-Z Zone, Multi-family, S ecti ons 15- 7. l to 15-7. 6 

U1es Permitted. 
Conditional Ua es. 
Transitional Uses, 
U aes Prohibilcd, 
Arca Requlre menta, 
Lot Area, 
Lot Width. 
Y ard Requirements, 
Front Yard, 
Side Ya r d. 
Roar Yard. 
Court Requlremenla . 
Apartmr.nt Projects. 
Lot Coverage, 
Height Limit , 
Accessory Building a nd Parki ng Area Requlre mentB . 
Off11trecl Parking A r c<t . 
Name Plates and SignB • 

.Article 5. C-1 Zone, Local Connnercia.l, Sections 15- 8. 1 lo 15-8, 7 

15-8. I 
15-8. 11 
15-8. lZ 
15 .. e. 13 
15-8. 14 
is .. e. 15 
15-8, z 
15-8, 3 
15-8, 31 
15-8,311 
15-8. 31Z 
15 - 8,313 
15-8. 4 
15-8. 5 
15-8. 6 
15-8. 7 

/\rtlcle 6 . 

15- BA . I 
15-BA. II 
15-BA, lZ 
15-BA. 13 
15-BA, 14 
15-BA. Z 
15-BA, 3 
IS-BA. 31 
15 - BA . 311 
15-BA. 31Z 
15-BA. 3 13 
15-BA,4 
15-BA. 5 
15-BA , 6 
IS-BA . 7 

Uaes Permitted, 
Same, 
Sa me. 
Same , 
Samc1 exc ept ion!! , 
Sn me. 
Condltlonal Un ce , 
Area Hcquiremc nt:H, 
Yard flequirements . 
Front Yar d. 
Side Ya r d. 
Rear Yard. 
Height Llmll, 
Accelll!lory Building and Private Parking Arca Requirement•, 
Offs trecl Puking Arca. 
Nnmo Platea and Slgno. 

C-lA Zone, Special Com1n e rctal. SecUons 15-BA, 1 to 15-8.A, 7 

Uaefl Permlltod. 
Same, 
Same, 
Same1 e xceptions, 
Same, 
Conditional U& ea, 
.Area Rcquirement11. 
Yard Requirements, 
F ront Ya rd, 
Side Ya r d, 
Reu Yard, 
Hei ght Llmlt 
Acce89ory Building and Private Parking .Area Requirement• . 
Offstree t Parking, 
Name Plato a a nd Signs . 



.Ar ti cle 7 , C-2 Zone, General Commercial, Sections 15-9. 1 to 15-?, 7 

15-9. l 
15- 9 . 11 
15-9. 12 
15-9. 13 
15-9. 14 
15-9. 2 
15-9.3 
15-9. 31 
15-9. 311 
15-9. 3 12 
15- 9.313 
15- 9.4 
15 - 9. 5 
15-9. 6 
15- 9. 7 

Uses Permitted, 
Same , 
Same. 
SameJ exceptions, 
Same, 
Conditional Us es . 
.Area Requirements, 
Yard Requirements. 
Front Yard, 
Side Yard, 
Rear Yard. 
Height Limit, 
.Accessory Building and Private Parking .Area Requirements, 
O!fs treet Parking .Area, 
Name Pl ates and Signe, 

.Article 8 . CMP Zone , Indus trial Park. Sections 15-9.A to 15- 9.A. 2a 

15- 9.A 
15 - 9.A. 1 
15- 9.A. 2 
15- 9.A.2 1 
15-9.A. 3 
15-9.A. 3 1 
15 - 9.A. 3 11 
15-9.A . 3 12 
15-9.A. 32 
15-9.A . 33 
15 - 9.A. 34 
15 - 9.A.4 
15-9.A.5 
15-9.A. 6 
15- 9.A . 61 
15- 9.A . 6 11 
15-9.A . 6 12 
15- 9.A. 613 
15- 9.A . 7 
15-9.A . 71 
15-9.A. 8 
15- 9.A . 8 1 
15- 9.A . 82 
15-9.A. 9 
15- 9.A . 10 
15 - 9.A . 10 1 
15- 9.A. 102 
15 - 9.A . 103 
15- 9.A, la 
15-9.A. l a l 
15-9.A. l a2 
15 - 9.A. la3 
15 - 9.A, la4 
15- 9.A. l as 
15- 9.A. 196 
15-9.A, 2a 

Regulations1 Purpose of CMP Zone. 
Us es Permitted. 
Conditional Uses, 
Uses Prohibited. 
.Area Requi rements. 
Required Yards and Landscaped .Areas, 
Landscaping, 
Planting Screens. 
Frontage, 
Lot Coverage, 
Spacing Be tween Buildings. 
H ei ght Limit, 
Outside Storage. 
Offstreet P arking Requirements, 
Loading Berth R equire ments . 
.Access Roads to Loading Berthe. 
Loading on Rail Lines, 
Hours P r ohibited for Loading. 
Signs. 
Lighting of Free-Standing Signs. 
Screening. 
Evergreen Screening. 
Inade quately Maintained Screening. 
Street Rights -of-Way, 
General Intent, 
Limitations upon External E!fecte, 
Plans for .Abatement to Be Presented, 
T ests for Non- .Adherence to Standards , 
.Application and Si te Plan .Approval, 
.Application, 
Other Information Required, 
Private Covenants Included in Plan. 
P l an of Development, Requirements for .Approval of, 
When Issuance of Permit .Authori zed, 
Change in us e . 
Performance Standards. (This section !nunediately follows chart. * ) 

.Articl e 9. CM Zone. Limited Industrial, Sections 15-10, 1 to 15. 10. 7 

15- 10, 1 
15-10 , 11 
15-10. 12 
15-10. 13 
15-10, 14 
15- 10,2 
15-10 . 3 
15-10. 3 1 
15-10, 311 
15-10. 3 12 
15-10. 313 
15-10, 4 
15-10. 5 
15-10.6 
15-10.7 

Uses Permitted. 
Same. 
Same. 
Same J exceptions. 
Same. 
Conditional Uses. 
.Area Requirements. 
Yard Requirements, 
Front Yard. 
Side Yard. 
Rear Yard, 
Height Limit. 
.Accessor y Building and Private Parking .Area Requirements, 
Offstreet Parking .Area, 
Name Plates and Signs , 

.Article 10. M Zone . Industrial, Sections 15-1 1, 1 to 15-11, 7 

15-11. 1 
15-11. 11 
15- 11. 12 
15-11 , 13 
15-11. 14 
15 - 11. 2 
15-11 . 21 
15- 11. 3 
15- 11. 3 1 
15-11. 3 11 
15-11. 312 
15- 11. 3 13 
15-11. 4 
15- 11. 5 
15-1 1. 6 
15-11, 7 

Uses Permitted, 
Same. 
Same, 
Same1 exceptions. 
Same. 
C onditional Uses, 
Us es Prohibited, 
.Area Requirements, 
Yard Requirements, 
Front Yard, 
Side Yard, 
Rear Yard , 
Height Limit. 
.Accessory Building and Private Parking .Area Requirements, 
Offetreet Parking .Area, 
Name P l ates and Si gns, 
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Section 15-9A. 2a 

Performance Standards. - -

All uses in a CMP Zone shall operate in conformance with the limita
tions set forth in each subsection below: 

1. Vibration. No vibration shall be produced which is transmitted through 
the ground and is discernible without the aid of instruments at or at any point 
beyond the lot line; nor shall any vibration produced exceed 0. 002g peak 
measured at or beyond the lot line using either seismic or electronic vibration 
measuring equipment. 

2. Noise. All noise shall be muffled so as not to be objectionable due to 
intermittence, beat frequency or shrillness. In no event shall the sound-
pressure level of noise radiated continuously from a facility at nighttime 
exceed at the lot line the values given in Table 1 (set out .hereafter) in any 
octave band of frequency. However, where the lot line adjoins or lies within 
twenty-five (25) feet of the boundary of a residence district the sound-pressure 
levels of noise radiated at nighttime shall not exceed at the lot line the 
values given in Table 11 . (set out hereafter) in any octave band of frequency. 
The sound-pressure level shall be measured with a Sound Level Meter and an 
Octave Band Analyzer that conform to specifications published by the American 
Standards Association, (American Standard Sound Level Meters for Measurement 
of Noise and Other Sounds, Z24. 3-1944, American Standards Association, Inc., 
New York, N. Y., and American Standard Specification for an Octave-Band Filter 
Set for the Analysis .of Noise and Other Sounds, Z24. 10-1953, American Standards, 
Inc., New York, N. Y. Shall be used). 

TABLE 1 

Maximum permissible sound-pressure levels at the lot line for noise radiated 
continuously from a facility between the hours of 9 P. M. and 7 A. M. 

Frequency Band Cycles 
Per Second 

20-75 
75-150 

150-300 
300-600 
600-1,200 

1,200-2,400 
2,400-4,800 
4,800-10,000 

Sound Pressure Level 
Decibels re O. 0002 dyne/cm2 

69 
60 
56 
51 
42 
40 
38 
35 

If the noise is not smooth and continuous and is not radiated between the hours 
of 9 P. M. and 7 A. M., one or more of the corrections in Table 111 below shall 
be added to or subtracted from each of the decibel levels given above in Table 1. 
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TABLE 11 

Maximum permissible sound-pressure levels at a lot line for noise radiated 
continuously from a facility between the hours of 9 P. M. and 7 A. M., where the 
lot line adjoins or lies within twenty-five (25) feet o f the boundary of a residence 
district, 

Frequency Band Cycles 
Per Second 

20-75 
75-150 

150-300 
300-600 
600-1,200 

1,200-2,400 
2,400-4,800 
4,800-10,000 

Sound Pressure Level 
Decibels re O. 0002 dyne /cm2 

65 
50 
43 
38 
33 
30 
28 
26 

If the noise is not smooth and continuous and is not radia~ed between the hours 
of 9 P. M . and 7 A. M., one or more of the corrections in Table 111 below shall 
be added to or subtracted from each of t he decibel leveis given above in Table 
11. 

TABLE 111 

Type of Operation in 
Cha·racter of Noise 

Correction in Decibels 

Daytime operation only 

Noise source operates less than 20% of any 
one -hour period 

Noise source operates less than 5% of any 
one -hour period 

Noise source operates less than_ l % of any 
one -hour period 

Noise of impulsive character (hammering, etc.) 

Noise of periodic character (hum, screech, etc,) 

*Apply one of these corrections only. 

a. Definitions. 

plus 5 

plus 5* 

plus 10* 

plus 15* 

minus 5 

minus 5 

(1) Particulate Matter. Material which is suspended in or dis 
charged into the atmosphere in finely divided form as a liquid or solid 
including smoke, dust, fumes or mist. 

(2) Process Weight Per Hour . The total weight of a ll materials 
introduced into any specific process which process may cause any discharge into 
the atmosphere. Solid fuels charged will be considered as part of the process 
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weight, but liquid and gaseous fuels and combustion air will not. "The Process 
Weight Per Hour" will be derived by dividing the total process weight by the 
number of hours in one complete op.eration from the beginning of any given 
process to the completion thereof, excluding any time during which the equip
ment is idle. 

(3) Combustion Contaminants . Particulate matter, sulfur, carbon, 
or their compounds discharged into the atmosphere from the burning of any kind 
of material containing carbon iri a free or combined state . 

(4) Atmosphere. The air that envelopes or surrounds the earth. 
Where air pollutants are emitted int9 a building not designed specifically as a 
piece of air pollution control equipment, such emission into the building shall 
be considered an emission into the atmosphere . 

(5) Standard Conditions . A gas tempera tu.re of ·60 degrees 
Fahrenheit and a gas pressure of 14. 7 pounds per square inch absolute. 
Results of all analyses and tests shall be calculated or reported at this gas 
temperature and pres .. sure . 

b. Smoke . There shall not be discharged into the atmosphere from any 
source· of emission whatsoever any air contaminant for a period or periods 
aggregating more than three minutes in any one hour which is : 

(1) As dark or darker in shade than that designated as No. 2 on 
the Ringelmann Chart, as published by the United States Bureau of Mines, or 
its equivalent, or 

0 . 
(2) Of such opacity as to obscure an observer 1s view to a degree 

equal to or greater than does smoke described in Paragraph 3 (b) '(l) of this 
standard. 

c. Combustion Contaminants . There shall not be discharged into the 
atmosphere from any single source of emissi.on combustion contaminants 
(excluding condensed steam) in any state or com.bination thereof exceeding 
at the point of discharge 0 . 3 grains per cubic foot of gas calculated to twelve 
(12) percent carbon dioxide (COz) at standard conditions. 
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MAXIMUM ALLOW ABLE DISCHARGE PER HOUR 

Process Weight Allowable Discharge Process Weight Allowable Discharge 
Per hour, LB. Per hour, LB. Per hour, LB. Per hour, LB . 

50 0. 24 3,300 5.36 
100 0.46 3,400 5. 44 
150 0.66 3,500 5.52 
200 0.852 3,600 5. 61 
250 1. 03 3,700 5.69 
300 1. 20 3,800 5. 77 
350 1. 35 3,900 5. 85 
400 1. 50 4,000 5.93 
450 1. 63 4,100 6.01 
500 1. 77 4,200 6.08 
550 l. 89 4,300 6.15 
600 2.01 4,400 6.22 
650 2.12 4,500 6.30 
700 2.24 4,600 6.37 
750 2.34 4,700 6 . 45 
800 2.43 4,800 6.52 
850 2.53 4,900 6.60 
900 2. 62 5,000 6.67 
950 2.72 5,500 7.03 

1000 2.80 6,000 7.37 
llOO 2.97 6,500 7.71 
1200 3.12 7,000 8 . 05 
1300 3.26 7,500 8. 39 
1400 3. 40 8,000 8.71 
1500 3.54 8,500 9.03 
1600 3.66 9,000 9.36 
1700 3.79 9,500 9.67 
1800 3.91 10,000 10.00 
1900 4.03 ll, 000 10.63 
2000 4.14 12,000 11.28 
2100 4.24 13,000 11. 89 
2200 4.34 14,000 12.50 
2300 4.44 15,000 13. 13 
2400 4.55 16,000 13.74 
2500 4.64 17,000 14.36 
2600 4.74 18,000 14.97 
2700 4.84 19,000 15.58 
2800 4.92 20,000 16 . 19 
2900 5.02 30,000 22.22 
3000 5.10 40,000 28 . 3 
3100 5.18 50,000 34.3 
3200 5. 27 60,000 40.0 

TABLE (cont'd) 

Where process weight falls between figures stated, values of allowable dis -
charge per hour shall be interpolated. 

Process weight is defined as total weight of raw materials entering process 
(not weight of finished product) . Solid fuels charged are considered as part 
of process weight but liquid and gaseous fuels and combustion air are not. In 
continuous operation average rate of feed is used. 

In batch operation total batch weight divided by operating time of a batch 
cycle determines process weight per hour . 
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d ·. Particulate Matter . 

(1) There shall not be discharged in any one hour from any sources 
whatsoever, except as r>rovided in 3(c) above, particulate matter, excluding 
condensed steam, in total quantities in excess of the amount shown in the pre
ceding table. 

(2) When the process weight is in excess of sixty t housand pounds 
per hour, there shall not be discharged in any one hour from any source w hatso
ever dust or fumes in excess of . 066 per cent of the hourly process weight. 

e. _Threshold Values. There shall not be discharged into the atmosphere 
any contaminant for which threshold limit values are listed for working 
atmospheres by the American Conference of Governmental Industrial Hygienists in 
such quantity that the concentration of the contaminant at ground level at any 
point beyond the boundary of the property shall at any time exceed the threshold 
limit. 

f. Exceptions . Paragraphs (b), (c), (d), and (e) do not apply to: 

(1) Ffre set by any officer, employee or fireman in the 
course of his official duty, for the purpose of weed abatement, the prevention 
of fire hazard, or the instruction of public employees in the· methods of fire 
fighting or research relating to the prevention and control of fires. 

(2) Agricultural operations in the growing of crops or raising of 
fowl or animals . 

4. O.dors. 
0 

a. There shall not be discharged .or permitted to escape into the 
atmosphere, odors which shall be offensive to the public or which endanger 
public comfort, repose, health or safety. 

b. The intensity of offensive odors shall be determined at the prope:i:.ty 
line adjacent to the source in the manner described in "Air Pollution Abatement 
Manual" , Chapter 5, Table 111; Manufacturing Cll'.emists ' Assn., Washington, D.C., 
1951. 

5. Electromagnetic Radiation: The follow ing standards shall apply: 

a. General: It shall be unlawful to operate, or cause to be operated, 
any planned or intentional source of electromagnetic radiation for such purposes 
as communication, experimentation, entertainment, broadcasting, heating, naviga 
tion, therapy, vehicle velocity measurement, weather survey, aircraft detection, 
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topographical ·survey, personal pleasure, or any other use. directly or indirectly 
associated with these purposes which does not comply with the then current 
regulations of the Federal Communications Commission regarding such sources of 
electromagnetic radiation, except that for all governmental communications 
facilities, governmental agencies and government owned plants, the regulations 
of the Interdepartment Radio Advisory Committee shall take precedence over the 
regulations of the Federal Communications Commission, regarding such sources of 
electromagnetic radiation. Further, said operation in compliance with the 
Federal Communications Commission or the Interdepartment Radio Advisory 
Committee regulations shall be unlawful if such radiation causes an abnormal 
degradation in performance of other electromagnetic radiators or electromagnetic 
receptors of quality and proper design because of proximity, primary field, 
blanketing, spurious reradiation, harmonic content, modulation or energy conducted 
by power or telephone lines. The determination of ..''abnormal degradation in 
performance" and "of quality and proper design" shall be. made in accordance 
with good engineering practices as defined in the latest principles and standards 
of the American Institute of Electrical Engineers, the Inst~tute of Radio Engineers, 
and the Electronic Industries Association. In case of any conflict between the 
latest standards and principles of the above groups, the following precedence 
in the interpretation of the standards and principles shall apply: (1) American 

·Institute of Electrical Engineers, (2) Institute of Radio Engineers, and (3) 
Electronic Industries Association. 

Recognizing the special nature of many of the operations which will be 
conducted because of the research and educational activities, it shall be 
unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to operate or cause to be operated, 
to maintain or cause to be maintained any planned or intentional source of 
electromagnetic energy, the radiated power from which exceeds 1000 watts , 
without the express approval of the Town of Vienna . Further, it is required that 
any person, firm or corporation intending to operate or cause to be operated, 
to maintain or cause to be maintained any planned or intentional source of 
electromagnetic energy, the radiated power from which exceeds 10 watts , shall 
file, at least 30 days prior to such operation, a description of the radiating 
device and the operating charact eristics thereof with the Town of Vienna. 

b. Electromagnetic Interference. For the purpose of these regulations, 
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electromagnetic interference shall be defined as electromagnetic disturbances 
which are generated by the use of electrical equipment other than planned and 
intentional sources of electromagnetic energy which interfere with the proper 
operation of electromagnetic receptors of quality and proper design . It shall 
be unlawful to operate or to cause to be operated any source of electromagnetic 
interference, the radiation or transmission from which exceeds the maximum 
values tabulated below: 

Section of Electromagnetic 
Spectrum (from-to) 

10 Kilocycles - 100 kc . 

100 Kc . - 535 Kc. 

·535 Kc . - 1605 Kc. 

1605 Kc. - 44 Megacycle!:! 

44 Mc. - 88 Mc . 

88 Mc. - 174 Mc. 

174 Mc . -216 Mc . 

216 Mc. - 580 Mc. 

580 Mc. - 920 Mc. 

920 Mc . - 30, 000 Mc . 

RADIATED 

Prima ry Intended 
Service 

Communications 
Service 

Navigational Aids 

AM Broadcasting 

Various Communica
tions Service 

VHF Television 
A.irpor~ Control 

FM Broadcasting 

. VHF Television 

Navigational Aids . 
Citizens Radio 

UHF Television 

Various 

Maximum Field Strength at 
Edge of 'Property Contain
ing Interference Source 

500' microvolts /meter 

300 microvolts /meter 

200 microvolts /meter 

200 microvolts /meter 

150 microvolts /meter 

200 microvolts /meter 

150 microvolts /meter 

250 microvolts /meter 

300 microvolts /meter 

500 microvolts /meter 
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BY TRANSMISSION OR CONDUCTION 

Section of Electro
magnetic Spectrum 
(from-to) 

10 Kilocycles - · 100 Kc . 

100 Kc. - 535 Kc. 

535 Kc. - 1605 Kc. 

1605 Kc. - 44 Megacycles 

44 Mc . - 88 Mc . 

88 .Mc . - 174 Mc. 

174 Mc . - 216 Mc. 

216 Mc. 580 Mc . 

580 Mc. - 920 Mc . 

920 Mc. - 30, 000 Mc. 

Primary Intended 
Service 

Communications 
Services 

Navigational Aids 

AM Broadcasting 

Various Communica
tions Services 

VHF Television 

FM Broadcasting 
Airport Control 

VHF T e levis ion 

Navigational Aids 
Citizens Radio 

UHF Television 

Various 

Maximum Voltage Measured 
Line to Line or Line to 
Ground Where Power or 
Telephone Lines Cross Edge 
of Property Containing 
Interference Source 

2. 5 Milli volts 

1. 5 Millivolts 

1. 0 Millivolts 

0. 5 Millivolts 

0. 25 Milli volts 

1 . 5 Milli volts 

0. 15 Millivolts 

5. 0 Millivolts 

20. 0 Millivolts 

150 Millivolts 

c. Method of Measurement: . . For the purpose of determining the level of 
radiated electromagnetic interference , standard field strength measuring 
techniques shall be employed. The maximum value of the tabulation shall be 
considered as having been exceeded if at any frequency in the section of the 
spectrum being measured, the measured field strength exceeds the maximum value 
tabulated for this spectrum section. 

For purposes of determining the level of electromagnetic interfer
ence transmitted or conducted by power or telephone lines, a suitable, tunable, 
peak reading, radio frequency voltmeter shall be used. This instrument shall 
by means of appropriate isolation coupling, be alternately connected from line 
to line and from line to ground during the measurement. The maximum value of 

the tabulation shall be considered as having been exceeded if at any frequency 
in the section of the spectrum being measured, the measured peak voltage 
exceeds the maximum value tabulated for this spectrum section. 

6. Fire and Explosion. All activities and all storage of flammable and 
explosive materials at any point shall be provided with adequate safety and 
fire fighting devices in accordance with the Fire Prevention Code of 
Fairfax County. 
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7. Radioactive Materials. The handling of radioactive materials, the 
discharge of such materials into air and water, and the disposal of radio
active wastes, shall be in conformance with the regulations of the Atomic 
Energy Commission as set forth in Title 10, Chapter one , Part 20 - Standards 
for Protection Against Radiation, as amended; and all applicable regulations of 
the State of Virginia. 

8. Glare and Heat. No direct or sky-reflected glare, whether from flood
lights or from high temperature processes such as combustion or welding or 
otherwise, so as to be visible at the lot line shall be permitted. These regu
lations shall not apply to signs or floodlighting or parking areas otherwise 
permitted by this ordinance. There shall be no emission or transmission of 
heat or heated air so as · to be discernible at the lot line. 

9. Non-Radioactive Liquid or Solid Wastes. There shall be no discharge at 
any point iµto any public or private ·sewage disposal syste~ .. ?r. 'stream, or into 
the ground, of any liquid or solid materials except in accordance with the 
regulations of the Town of Vienna, the County of Fairfax, Virginia and the 
Water Board of the State of Virginia as applicable. 
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15-lZ.Zl 
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15-lZ. 11 
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TITLE 15 

ZONING 

Chapter 5, Section 15-lZ 

Offstreet Parking .Areas 

Plot plan for parking area required, 
.Area required for one (1} parking space. 
Effect of space allocation for parking on or within building. 
Schedule requirements. 
Location of parking facilities. 
Loading space. 
ltnprovements to parking area and loading space. 
Transitional parking areas. 
Effect of non-ava~ability of parking area, 

Plot plan for parking area required. - -No application for a building permit, 
use permit, or occupancy periltlt for a commercial or an industrial 
building or us e in any co1nmercial or industrial zone shall be approved, 
unless there is included with the plan for sue~ building, improvement, or 
use, a plot plan showing the required open space designated as an 
.Automobile Parking Compound for offstreet parking purposes in accordance 
with the following schedule together with the exact location and detail 
drawings of any fence which may be required by other sections of this 
Title, and no use permit or occupancy permit shall be issued unless the 
required facilities and fenc e , if required, have been provided in accordan,ce 
with those shown on the approved plan, • 

.Area re uired for one arkin s ace, --For purposes of computation under 
t s t e, one automobile par ng space shall be two hundred (ZOO} 
square feet in area, exclusive of adequate interior ingress and egress 
driveways. 

Schedule requirements. --Offstreet parking space shall be provided as 
?oflows: 

(1) For residential uses : (a) Each family unit of any residential 
building shall b e provided on the same lot therewith not les s 
than one {l) perinanently constructed and maintained offstreet 
parking space, Such offstreet parking space shall be connected 
to a public s t r e et by a permanently constructed and maintained 
driveway. 0 

(b) For one-family and two-family dwell
ings, each such parking space shall be not l ess than ten (10) 
feet wide and twenty (ZO) feet long. 

(c) For multiple-family dwellings , there 
shall b e one (1) p3.rking space per dwelling unit. 

{Z) Each boardinghouse, rooming house, guest house, or other · 
place accommodating transient guests shall adhere to the 
offstreet parking requirements for one-family and two-family 
dwellings as specified above, except there. shall be not l ess 
than one (1) permanently constructed and maintained offstreet 
parking space for each two (Z) guest rooms contained therein. 

(3) For professional and real estate offices in .RM-Z .zones, there 
shall be one (1) parking space for each two hundred (ZOO) square 
feet of area devoted to such use. 

(4) For clubs or comparable uses, there shall be one (l} parking 
space for every three hundred (300) square feet of gros s floor 
area in any building used for such a purpose. 

{5) For school auditoriums {public and private) and general audit
oriums , theaters , and similar places of assembly, there shall be 
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,1,5,-lz.,. Z (cont,) 
at leas t one (1) p arking space £or every four (4) seats in such 
facility or structure, For churches or other plac es of worship 
there shall be one (1) parking space for every eight (8) seats 
provided in the main sanctuary. 

15-lZ,Zl 

15-lZ •. 3 

15-lZ.4 

{6) 

(7) 

(8) 

{9) 

For hospitals and welfare institutions there shall be at least 
one {l} parking space £or each eight hundr ed (800) aqua.re feet 
of gross floor area of the building, 
For commerdal buildings there shall be at leas t one (1) parking 
space £or every two hundred (ZOO) square feet of gross floor 
area on the first floor, and at least one (1) parking s pace for 
every three hundred (300) square feet of upper :floor area, 
Where such area adjoins a lot in a residential zone or extends 
into a residenfial zone as a transitional use, a six (6) foot 
ornamental fence or masonry wall shall be erected and maintain-. 
ed at least five (5) feet from the side of such lot and suitable 
landscaping shall be planted in the space between the parking 
lot wall and the adjoining property or street line . Provided , 
however, that, (a) such wall shall not extend into the front yard 
required on the lot on which it is located, that (b) any lights 
us.ed to illuminate said parking area shall be so arranged and 
hooded as to confine all direct light rays entirely within the 
boundary -lines of the parking area, 
For bowling alleys, there shall be three (3) parking spaces for 
every a.l,ley. For theaters, there shall be two (2) parking spaces 
for every five (5) seats, For indoor skating arenas, there shall 
be one {l) parking space for every one hundred {100) square 
feet, 
For industrial buildings, there shall be at leas t one (1) parking 
space for every three empl oyees in said building, 

.. 
Location of parking faciliti~s, --There shall be no parking between the 
'bUllarn:g lfue and the street ifue excep t as provided in Sec, 15-8, 311. All 
automobile parking compounds for commercial and industrial use shall be 
located on the site or conveniently near, and in no cas e more than four 
hundred (400) feet from the principal building or use to which such parking 
facilities are appurtenant. 

Loading space. --Every hospital, institution, commercial, or industrial 
'blilt<Ilng hereafter erected shall provide indoor or outdoor space for the 
loading ·and unloading of goods and materials. Such space shall be at 
least twenty-five (25) feet in depth1 such sDace if located within a building 
shall be at least fifteen (15) feet in heightJ such space also shall have a 
width of at leas t fifteen {15) feet for every fifty (50) feet or fraction thereof 
0£ building width, 

ltn rovements to arkin area and loadin s ace, --Every parcel of land 
ere ter us e d as a private or pub c par ng area, automobile sales area, 

or loading space shall be developed as follows. 
(1) Such an area shall be paved with an asphalt or concrete sur

facing, shall have appropriate bumper guards where needed, 
shall have vehicular entrances and exits, and shall be properly 
enclos ed with an ornamental fence or wall, having a height of 
not less than two (Z) feet, Such fence or wall shall be maintain
ed in good condition, and s hall be in compliance with front yard 

(Z) 

and side yard requirements , · 

Where such an area adjoins a lot in a residential zone, or 
extends into a residential zone as a transitional use, a six (6) 
foot ornamental fence or masonry wall shall be erected and 
maintained at least five (5) feet from the side of such lot, and 
suitable landscaping shall be planted in the space between the 
parking lot wall and the adjoining property or street line , 
Provided, however, that (a) s uch wall shall not extend into the 
front yard required on the lot on which it is located, that (b) 
any lights used to illuminate said parking area shall be so 
arranged and hooded as to confine all direct light rays ent,irely 
within the boundary lines of the parking area. 
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:i: i;an~i~ional w:ar~g a1re~;i . 
· (I}lien such ar.ea is a transitional parking area, the following; 

(Z) 

in addition to the requirements of Section 15-lZ.4, shall 
apply: 

{a} 

(b) 
(c} 

No commercial enterprise of any kind shall be 
established on said parking area. 
No fee shall be charged for parking thereon • . 
No signs of any kind shall be erected, except those 
necessary for the orderly parking thereon. 

Additional protective conditions may be required in conneqtion 
with the transiti.onal ·use of residential land for offstreet parking 
when, in the judgment of the Zoning and Planning Commission, 
such are deemed necessary for the protection, convenience. and 
quiet of surrounding residential properties. 

Effect of non-availabilit of ark.in area .... -At any time that a required 
par g area s cease to be ava able for such. ll.se, the occupancy or 
use permit for the principal use to which .. such .parking area is appurtenant 
s'hall be revoked and declared null and v'oid, until such time as other 
acceptable o!!street parking space is provided. 



15-13. 1 
15-13. 2 
15-13. 3 

15-13.4 

15 .. 13. 5. 
15-13.6 

. 15-13. 7 
15 .. n. s 

15 .. 13. 1 

15-13.Z 

15 .. 13.3 

15-13.4 

15-13. 5 

15-13. 6 

15-13.7 

15-13. 8 

TrTLE 15 

ZONWG 

Chapter 6 . Section 15-13 

.~ccessory B~~in~s and Private Parking Areas. 

One-story accessory building,. where to be located. 
Two-story accessory building, where to be located. 

15-11 

Accessory building, area allowedJ private parkini; area, where 
to be located. 
Accessory building or private parking area on corner lot, whe1•e 
to be located. 
Double garage, when allowed. 
Accessory buildings or private parking areas for dwellings in 
commercial or industrial zones, requirements for. 
Private garage, when not considered an accessory building • 
Trailer not an accessory building. 

Qne.:.stor~ .ai:::ces soi) building, where to be located. --An accessory building 
not 

1

excee Ing one {l story or fourteen (14) feet in height in the rear yard, 
or a private area in the rear yard shall not be closer than five (5) feet to 
any alley line, and not less than one (1) foot from any side or rear lot line. 

Two-story ·accessor buildin , where to be located, --A two-story acces,s.ory 
g s perm tted prov ded that no part o t s a 1 occupy a J;'equired · 

rear yard, or be located nearer than ten {10} feet to any lot line . 

.Accesso:i" buildin , area allowed1 private arkin area, ·where to be 
ocate • -- n accessory u rig may occupy not more t ant rty 3 %) 

percent of the ar ea of a required rear yardJ a private parking area may 
occupy any part of a required rear yard provided that in all residential 
zones. where any portion of s uch accessory building or parking area is 
located in the rear of a main building, it shall be not less than ten (10) 
feet therefrom and not l ess than five (5) feet therefrom if so located in the 
rear yard that no portion thereof is directly in the rear of a main building • 

.Accessory buildin or" p:dvate parkin area on corner lot where to be 
ocate , -- o accessory ng or pr vate par ng area on a corner lot 

shall be constructed b eyond the building line of any adjoining lot, nor be 
located nearer than five (5) feet to the side line of such adjoining lot. 

Double garage, when allow ed. - - A double garage with fire or mas.onry 
wall along a common property line dividing the two {2) stills, may be 
constructed provided the garage is of masonry construction and the wall 
along the common property line extends through the roof. 

.Accessory building or private parkin areas for dwellin s in commercial 
o·r · us tr a zones, req emen~s or. -- he oca on o accessory bu dings 
or parking areas tor aweiHJ;:gs erected in commercial or industrial zones 
shall b e the same as required above. 

'Private · ara e,· when not considered an· accessory buildin . - -A private 
automo e garage av g any part o a w common w t a dwelling is 
considered a part of a principal building and not an accessory building, 

Trailer not an accessory building. - -A trailer is not cons idered an 
accessory tunarng. 



15-14. 1 
15-14. 11 
15-14, 111 
15-14. 112. 
15-14. 113 
15-14.114 
15-14, 115 
15-14, 116 
15-14.117 
15-14. 118 
15-14,lZ 
15-14, lZl 
15-14, 13 
15-14, 131 
15-14, 132. 
15-14, 133 
15-14.134 
15-14,135 
15-14. 136 
15-14, 137 

15-14. z 
15-14,Zl 
15-14,ZZ 
15- 14.ZZl 
15-14,22.Z 

15-14. Z3 
15-14.2.31 

15-14,2.32 

15-14.2.33 
15-14,2.34 
15-14.235 
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15-14,2.37 
15-14,2.38 
15-14, 239 

15-14. 2.40 
15-14. 241 

15-14, 1 

15-14. 11 

TrrLE 15 

ZONlNG 

Chapter 7, Section 15-14 

Supplemental .Regulations and Exceptions 

.Article 1 

Supplemental .Resulations 

Use, 
One-family dwelling in a less r\istricted zone, 
Multi-family dwelling in commercial or industrial zone, 
Building us ed partly for dwelling of and partly for commercial use, 
.Row dwellings and guest houses, 
Trailers, 
Overnight parking of commercial vehicle in residential zone , 
.Annexed area, how classified • 
.Requirements as to fences in residential zones, 
.Alley required between residential and non-residential zones, 
Height, 
Public buildings, 
.Area, 
Display of merchandise, 
When basement living quarters may be maintained, 
Obstruction to vision at corner, residential zone, prohibited, 
Obstruction at corner, commercial zone, prohibited, 
Gasoline stations-location of pw:nps and driveways, 
Side yard requirements, commercial or industrial buildings , 
Yard requirements, buildings other than dwellings1 distances between 
main buildings, 

Article Z 

Exceptions 

Use, 
Use exceptions enumerated, 
Height, 
When additional story permitted, 
Penthouses and other roof structures above permitted height 
limits, when allowed. 
.Area, 
Yard regulations, when application thereof to be determined by 
Board of Zoning .Appeal s, 
Front yard requirements, residenticil zones, for lot l ying between 
two (Z) lots with dw ellings thereon, 
Front and side yarq requirements, when waived1 exception, 
Computation of rear yard d epth when yard opens onto alley, 
Loading space in rear yard, 
Computation of lot area when lot abuts alley, 
How far terrace and carport may project into side yard. 
Porches 1 projection into required yard area prohibited, 
Bay windows , eaves, and other architectural features, how far 
may project into required yard space, 
Fire escapes. 
Walls, when setback and yard requirements do not apply, 

Article 1 

Use, --The regulations specified els ewhere in this Title shall be subject to 
therollowing Supplemental .Regulations as to use : 

One-family dwelling in a l ess restricted zone. --Any one-family dwelling 
erecl:ea flla less r estrictea zone lnsoiar as such is permitted shall conf01:m 
to all regulations in the .RS-10 Zon e, 



15-14, 112 Bulldin used artl for dwellin and artl for commercial ur oee, --An y 
ng erea ter erecte and ueecj. part y or dwelling and partly or 

commercial purposes shall comply with the lot ;rea requirements for the 
.RM-Z Zone, (See Sec, 15-14. 233.) 

l!S-14, 113 Row dwellings and guest houses, --Row dwellings and guest houses as 
here:G deflned are pro!l!Glted, 

15-14, 114 Trailers, --The use of a trailer for living purposes is hereby prohibited, 

15-14, 115 Overni ht parking of commercial vehicle in residential zone. --The over-
n g 1t par ng o a cornmerc a ve c e a res ent a zone s hereby 
prohibited except that one commercial vehicle of one-half (1 /2) ton 
capacity or l ess may be parked or stored in any approved enclosed garage 
or accessory building on any lot or plot. 

15-14. 116 Annexed areas, how classified, --Any area annexed to the Town of Vienna 
alter tlie ef'.lecHve date o1 tills Title shall, immediately upon such 
annexation, be classified as an "RS-16" Zone until a zoning map for said 
area has been adopted by the Town Council, The Zoning and Planning 
Corrunission shall recommend to the Town Council appropriate zoning 
for the annexed area within three (3) months after the effective date of 
s uch annexation. 

15-14, 117 .Re uirements as to fences in residential zones. --In any residential zone 
any ence a ong t e s e yard rom the rear ne of lot to the rear line of 
dwelling may be six: (6 ) feet high but shall be fifteen (15%) percent open, 
Any fence along the front 'of t he property or along the side lines of the 
dwelling to the front line of the property shall be not more than four (4) feet 
high and shall be fifteen (15%) p ercent open. 

15-14. 118 

15-14. 12 

15-14. 121 

15-14. 13 

15-14. 131 

15-14. 132 

15-14. 133 

r !th\ --The r egulations specifi ed elsewhere in this Title shall be subject 
ollowi ng Supplemental Regulations as to height: 

Public buildings. --Public buildings may be erected to a height not over 
sE<iy (6bJ feet provided the front, r ear, and side yards shall be inc reased 
one (1) foot for each one (1) foot by which such building exceeds the height 
limit established for the zone in which such building is erected , 

Area, --The regulations specified elsewhere in this Title shall be subject 
t;;the following Supplemental .Regulations as to area: 

Disf!:ay of merchandise. --No merchandise shall be displayed nor r etail 
bus es s conducted 6etween the street line and the building line, 

When basement livin& quarters may be maintained. --No basement living 
quarters shall be maintained in any dwelling where the floor grad e i s more 
than two (Z) feet below the surrounding yard grade, except where the entire 
exterior wall area of one (1) of the longer sides of the basement i s above 
the ground level of the yard, 

Obstruction to vision at corner, residential zone, rohibi ted. --On any 
corner ot m a resi enh zone t ere s e no planting, structure, 
fences, shrubbery, or obstruction to vision more than three {3) feet above 
the curb l evel within twent y-five (25) feet of the intersection of any two 
(Z) street lines . 

15-14, 134 ·obstruction at corner, commercial zone, rohibited. --On any corner lot 
m a commercia zone no uildmg or o struction s a 1 be permitted wi thin 
eight (8) feet of the intersection of any two (2) street lines. 

15-14. 135 

15-14. 136 

15-14. 137 

Gasoline stations-l ocations of um s and drivewa s. --Gasoline pumps 
s a e e r ecte at east ten eet be m t e i1 ding line. When a 
gasoline servi ce station occupies a corner lot, the ingress a~d egres ~ 
driveways shall be located at least twenty (ZO) feet from the 111tersection 
of the front and side street lines of the lot. Any driveway servi ng a gaso
line service station shall not exceed twenty-five {25) feet in width. 

Side ard re uirements, commercial or industrial buildi n s . --Each 
commercial or i n ustri uildmg erea ter erected with any s ide wall 
containing windows or other openings which does not side on a street or 
alley, shall provide along such wall a s ide yard of not l ess than five (5) 
feet and one {l) foot additional for each story above the first stor y. 

Yard re uirements, buildin s other than dwell in s; distances between 
mam ings, -- or •unit group b dmgs" ot er t an dwellings, the 
front, s ide, and rear yards along the lot lines shall be the same as re
quired for the zone in which the property i s located; and the minimum 
distances between the main buildings wi thin the s ide a r ea shall be equivalert 
to the sum of the two (2) required front, s ide, or rear yards, or a 
combination of two (2) of the above yards, according to the arrangement 
and r eiationship of the buildings . 



Article 2 

15- 14, 2 Use, --The regulations specified elsewhere in this Title shall be subject 
tonie following exceptions as to use: 

15-14,21 Use exceptions enumerated. - -The only use exceptions a1'e: (a) existing 
noncorilormmg u ses permitted by Section 15- 16, and (b) uses permitted 
under changes and amendments to this T i tle as provided by Section 15-18, 

15-14, 22 Height, - -The regulati ons specified e l sewhere in this Title shall be subject 
torneiollowing exceptions as to height: 

15- 14, 221 When additional story is permitted. --On any lot, eloping downhill from the 
street, which has an average ground elope or that proportion of the lot to 
be occupied by the principal buildings of twenty- five (25%) percent or more 
an additi onal story may be permitted, 

15-14. 222 'Penthous'es and othe r roof structures above permitted height limits, when 
allowed.--Penthouses or roof structures for the housing of elevators, 
stairways, tanks, ventilating fans, or similar equipment required to operate 
and maintain the building, and fire or parapet walls, skylights, towers , 
steeples, flagpoles , chimneys, smokestacks, wireless masts , water tanks, 
silos, or similar structures may be erected a bove the height limits herein 
described, but no penthouse or roof structure, or any space above the 
height limi t shall be allowed for the purpose of providing additional floor 
s pace, 

15-14. 23 ~--The regulations specified elsewhere in this Title shall be subject 
to the following exceptions as to area: 

15..: 14, 231 Yard regulations, when application thereof to be determined by Board of 
'Zonin~ Appeals. --Where the yard regulations cannot reasonabl y be 
c omplied with or where the application of such regulations cannot be dete r
mined on l ots of peculi ar shape, l ocation, or terrain, the applicat i on of 
such regulati ons may be determined by the Board of Zoning Appeals, as 
provided in Sec, 15-20, 

15-14,232 Front' yard require ments, residential zones, for lot lying between two (2) 
l ots with dwellings thereon, --In any res i dence zone any lot l ying between 
two (Z) lots immediately adjacent thereto and having dwellings erected upon 
them at the time of enactment of this Title, shall have a front yard e qual 
in depth at least to the average depth of front yards of the lots immediately 
adjacent ther eto, provided no front yard shall be less than fifteen (15) feet 
in depth and no front yard shall be required to be more than forty (40) feet 
in depth. 

15- 14, 233 F ront and s ide ard re uiremente, when waived· exce tion. --The front and 
side yar requirements shal e waive or dwellings, boarding or rooming 
ho uses, er ected above the ground floor of a building when said ground floor 
i s designed exclusively for commercial or industrial purposes, except as 
provided in Section 15-14 . 136. 

15-14. 234 Com utation of rear ard de th when ard o ens onto alle . --In computing 
the dept of a rear yar where sue yard opens onto an alley, one - half 

0 (1 /2 ) the width of such alley may be assumed to be a portion of the required 
rear yard. 

15- 14 . 235 

15-14.236 

15-14 .237 

15-14.238 

15-14 . 239 

Loading space in rear yard. --A requi red l oading space may occupy requir ed 
rear yard or any part thereof. 

Computation of lot area when lot abuts alley. --In computing the lot area of 
a lot the rear of which abuts an alley, one- half (1/2 ) the width of such alley 
may be assumed to be a portion of the l ot. 

How far terrace and carport may project into s ide yard, --A paved terrace, 
carport, or porte cochere may project into a required side yard for a 
distance not to exceed five (5) feet; provided, however, that any yard on 
the side str eet of a corner lot shall not be reduced to less than ten {10) 
feet i n w idth. 

·porches, r c)"ection into re uired ard area rolu'bite d , --Any one- story or 
tw o-story enc osed or unenclosed por ch shal e cons idered a p art of the 
building in the determination of the s i ze of any yard and shall not project 
into any required front, s ide , or rear yard, 

Ba 'windows , eaves, and other architectural features, how far ma ro
~ect into r equired yar space. --The space many r equired yard shall be 
open and unobstructed except for the ordinary p r ojections of window sills, 
bel t c ourses , cornices , eaves, bay windows, and other architectural 
features, p rovided such features shall n ot project more than four (4 ) feet 
into any required yard, 

15-14 , 240 Fire· escaj>es, --Open fir e escapes may extend into any required yard not 
more than four (4) feet. 

15-14 . 241 Walls , whe n setback arid ard' re 'uirements do n ot a 1 . - -The setback and 
yar requirements o t is Title e not app y to any retaining wall which 
is l ess than five (5) fee t high, nor to any solid masonry wall which is less 
than three (3 ) feet high, 
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TITLE 15 

ZONING 

Chapter 8. Section 15-15 

Narrie Plates and Signs 

'.Article ·1. · "General Pro'viSioris. 

15-15. 1 
15-15. 11 
15-15. 111 
15- 15.112 
15-15. 12 
15-15. 13 
15-15. 14 
15-15. 15 
15-15. 16 
15-15. 17 
15-15. 18 
15-15. 19 

Permit required, 
Who issues permits . 
Amount of fee, 
Area of signs, computation of, 
Plan of sign to accompany application for permit. 
Signs on roof prohibited, 
Billboards prohibited, 
Moving, rotating, etc . signs prohibited. 
Awnings and canopies. 
Signs for nonconforming buildings. 
Exceptions not allowed, 
Signs erected previous to this ordinance, alterations prohibited 
unless in compliance with this Title . 

'Article z. · Resideriffal Zones . 

15-15,2 
15-15.21 
15-15,22 
15-15.23 
15-15.24 
15-15.25 
15-15,26 

Name plate for each dwelling unit allowed. 
Sign permitted for buildings other than dwellings. 
Bulletin boards , 
For sale and for rent signs. 
Special provisions relating to RM-2 (multi-family) zones. 
Signs not attached to wall of building, setback requirement, 
Temporary signs . 

'.A rtiCle ·3 .' · Comirie'r'c'ial and Indus trial zones . 

15-15,3 
15-15.31 
15-15,32 
15-15.321 
15-15.322 
15-15.323 

15-15.33 

15-15. 1 

P ermitted name plates and signs. 
Computation of permitted sign area. 
Exterior signs; contents and location of. 
Same; further r equirements as to location, 
Same; when may be attached to rear wall . 
Same; ·specifications for when attached to canopies and when attached 
less than 18 inches from top of display window and above roof line . 
Free-standing suspended signs, 

Article 1 

General Provisions 

Permit ·required. --A permit is required to erect, repair, repaper, re
pamt, alter in any major respect, or move any sign over one and one half 
(1 1/2) square feet in area, except signs advertising real estate for sale 
or rent . 

15-15. 11 'Who iss'ties' permits, --Sign permits shall be issued by the Zoning 
'.AClministrator upon approval of the Zoning and Planning Commission. 

15-15. 111 'Amount of fee. --A fee of one ($1. 00) dollar shall be charged for the 
processing of each sign permit, 

15-15. 112 '.Area 'of sig'ns·, computation of, --The area of signs shall include the entire 
!ace of the sign and any wali-work incidental to its decoration and, i n the 
case of an open sign made up of individual letter!?, figures, or designs, the 
space between and around such letters, figures, and designs. 

\_ 



( 
15-15. 12 .Plan of ~ig,n to ,accon;ipany a:eplication for permit. --Each application shall 

be accompanied by plans showing the area of the sign; the size, character, 
and color of letters and design proposed; the method of illumination, if 
any; the exact location proposed for such sign, and in the case of suspended· 
or projecting signs, the method of fastening such sign to its supporting 
structure, 

15-15,· 13 ,Signs on roof pr9hibited. --Signs of any type s·hall not be erected upon the 
roof of any building, 

15-15. 14 Billboards prohibited. --Billboards are hereby prohibited in the Town of 
Vi~nna. 

15-15. 15 fyf.oving, rotating, etc., signs p~ohibity<;].. --Signs which involve motion or 
rotation of any part or display flashing or intermittent lights, are pro
hibited. 

15-15. 16 Awnings and canopies . --No part of any awning shall be less than seven (7) 
feet above the sidewalk l evel, nor shall any aw:r:iing be less than one (1) 
foot to the curb line. Architectural canopies may project forty-two (42) 
inches above any building. 

15-15. 17 Signs for nonconforming buildings. --Signs for nonconforming buildings shall 
not exceed forty (40) square feet in area, nor be illuminated in any way. 
Such a sign shall be attached flat against a wall of the building and parallel 
with its horizontal dimensions . 

15-15, 18 ' Exceptions· not allow ed, --No name plate or sign shall be permitted in any 
residential, commercial , or industrial zone of any character other than as 
specified in this Title. 

Is..: 15. 19 Signs ereeted previous tp this Title, alterations prohibited uajess in 
compliance with this Title .--No sign erected before the adoption of this 
Title shall be repaired, repapered, repainted, altered in any major 

15-15.2 

15-15.21 

respect, or moved unles s it be brought under ~ompliance with the provisions, 
of this Title. 

Article 2 

R esidential Zones 

Name plate fo·r each dw·elling ';IDit allowed. :--One (1) nai:ne plate for each 
d:welling unit shall be p e rmitted not exceeding one an~ one half {l 1/2} 
square feet in area, Such sign may be at but not proJeCt over any street 

line . 

s· rmitte·d for buildings other than dwellin s . --One (1) identification 
s~ ~ ~~t excee ing twe ve 2 square eet in area for ~uildi.n?s o_ther ~han 
d!ellings, i s permitte d provided that a name plate or identi~ic17tion sign 
shall be attached to and parallel with the front wall of the building . 



15-15·, ZZ Bulletin boards, --One (1) whi te-lighted b ulletin board is permitted, not 
exceeding eighteen (1 8 ) square fe et in area, 

15-15. Z3 For sal e or for rent signs , - - An unlighted sign or signs will be permitted 
to a dvertise property :tOr sale or for rent p r ovi ded s uch sign or s i gns are 
located on the property to whi ch they pertai n and provided the total area 
of s uch sign or signs does not exceed twel ve (lZ) feet. 

15-15. Z4 S ecial revisions rel atin to RM-Z multi-famil zones. - -The following 
signs are a so p ermitte in t e -Z zone: 

(1) One (1) identification sign not to exceed three (3) 
s quare feet for boarding and rooming houses. 

(2 ) One (1) white lighted identification sign (excluding illuminated 
signs of the flashing or animated types) not to exceed twelve 
(12 ) square fee t for multiple dwellings and principal offices 
of professions. 

15-15, 26 Temporary s i gns, --A temporary real estate sign and signs of a public and 
semipublic nature not exceeding fifty (50) s quare feet in area may be erect
ed upon issuance of a temporary s ix (6 ) months' renewabl e permit. Such 
sign shall not be illuminated , nor shall it be less than two hundred (200) 
feet from any dw elling. No such tempor a r y permit shall be g rante_d unless 
a twent y-five ($Z5. 00) dollar bond has been posted, All t empora r y real 
estate signs and public and semipublic s i gns shall be dismantled within 

15-15.3 

15-1 !:! . 31 

15-15,3Z 

15- 15.3Z l 

15- 15.322 

15- 15.323 

15- 15,33 

five (5 ) days after expiration date of temporary p ermit. 

Article 3 

Commercial and Industrial Zones 

.,P,...e..,r,...m......,.i_t_te,..d....._,n,..a.,..rn,.....,..e_....,l.,,a,..t_e_s.,._a_n_d_ s_i,.._n_s . --All name plates and s i gns p ermi tted in 
rt1c e o this apter are permitted in commerci~l and industrial 

zones, 

·c omputation of permitted s i gn area. --A total limit of two (2 ) s quare fee(of 
sign area is permitted for each lineal foot of commercial or industrial 
building frontage . 

Exterior si ns; contents and l ocati on of. --Any exterior sign shall p ertain 
o y to a use conducted wit mt e building and shall front the principal 
street, a parking area on the rear portion of the lot, or in the cas e of a 
corner building, on that portion of the s i de street wall within fifty (50) feet 
of the principal str eet . Jn no case shall a s i gn project above the roof line 
or be displ ayed on a rear wall of a building so that i t is visibl e in a 
residential zone except as permitted in Section 15-15. 322 and Secti on 
15-15. 323. 

Sarne; further requirements as to l ocati on. --All exterior signs attached 
to a building shall be flat agams t the building and parallel with i ts 
horizontal dimension. 

Sarne; when ma be attached to rear wall. --An exteri or identification sign 
not to exc ee tw el ve 12 square feet or our (4) feet in l ength may be 
attached t o the rear wall of a buildi ng provided that such sign is flat against 
the building and parallel with its hori zontal dimens i on, that it i s not 
lighted, and tha t the building has a rear entrance for its customers. 

Sarne· s ecifications for, when attached to cano i es and when attached l ess 
than ei hteen 18 mches from t o p of dis la win ow and a ove roo 1ne. --

exterior s igns attac e to canopi es w c are structur l y a part o t e 
building and all exterior signs attached flat against a building with less than 
e ighteen (18 ) inches distance between the top of the display w i ndow and above 
the roof l ine may project three (3 ) feet above the roof line but not exceed 
four and one-half (4 1/2) feet in total height, provi ded such signs s hall be 
of open wi re mesh or open l ett e r construction, and provided further that 
the rear of such s i gns shall be opaquely shielded and hooded from any im
medi atel y adjoi ning residenti al zones. The back of s i gns a ttached to a 
canopy shall not extend behind (NOTE: Should this be " beyond"?) a line 
e ighteen (18) inches back from and parallel with the outermost edge of the 
top of the canopy, 

Free-standing suspended signs. --Signs not a ttached to any building shall 
not project over tfle buildmg l:l.ne and the bottom of such signs shall not be 
less than nine (9) feet above the finished grade at i ts base, S uch s i gns 
shall not be more than thirty- five (35) s qua re feet in area. One (1) s uch 
free-standing susp ended s i gn shall be permitted per buildin g or b uilding 
unit. 



15-16. 1 
15-16. 11 
15-16. 12 
15-16. 13 

15-16. 14 
15-16. 15 

15-16. 151 
15-16. 16 
15-16. 17 

15-16. 18 
15-16.2 
15-16.21 
15-16.22 

15-16.221 
15-16.3 
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15-16. l 

15-16. 11 

15-16. 12 

15-16 . 13 

15-16, 14 

15-16. 15 

15-16. 151 

TITLE 15 

ZONING 

Chapter 9. Section 15-16 

Nonconforming Buildings and Us es 

In general. 
Repairs to nonconforming buildings. 
.Additions or enlargements to nonconforming builtlings. 
.Additions or enlargements to buildings not conforming to height or 

l 
. I 

area regu ations. 
Moving of nonconforming buildings . 
Restoration and occupancy of nonconforming buildings damaged or 
partially destroyed. 
Same; when damage exceeds 50% of value, 
Effect of vacancy pf nonconforming building. 
Nonconforming buildings intended for use permitted only in nonresi
dential zones , 
Nonconformance caused by government actfon or d edication. 
Nonconforming use of buildings; continuation of. 
Same; change of use , 
Expansion prohibited. 

Discontinuance of nonconforming uses, when effective. 
Nonconforming use of land, continuation of. 
Nonconformance because of reclassification of zones. 
When nonconforming use may continue even though.location is 
reclassified. 

In general. --.Any nonconforming building or structure may be maintained 
except as otherwise provided in this Chapter . 

Repairs to nonconforming buildin s. - - Repairs may be made to a noncon
orming buil ing or structure, provided that no structural alteration shall 

be made except as may be required by law or ordinance, 

.Addifions or enlar ements to nonconformin buildin s. --.A nonconforming 
u ing or structure s all not be a e to or enlarged in any manner unless 

such building or structure, including such additions and enlargements, is 
made to conform to all the regulations of the zone in which located, 

.Additions or enlar ements to buildin s not conformin to h e i ht or area 
regulations. -- uil mg or structure whic does not comply with the height 
or area regulations shall not be added to or enlarged in any manner unless 
such addition or enlargement conforms to all the regulations of the zone in 
which it is located, a 

Movin of nonconforming buildin s, --No nonconforming building or struc-
ture s a e moved in w o e or in part to any other location on the lot 
unless every portion of such building or structure is made to conform to all 
the regulations of the zone in which it is located. 

estrote . -- ny noncon orming u ing or structure w ich is damaged or 
partial y destroyed by fire, flood, wind , earthquake, or other calamity or 
.Act of God or the public enemy, to the extent of not more than fifty (50%) 
percent of its value exclusive of foundations at that time, may be restol'led 
and the occupancy or us e of such building , structure or part thereof, w.hich 
existed at the time of such partial destruction, may be continued or resumed, 
provide d that such restoration is started within a period of one (1) year and 
is diligently prosecuted to completion. 

Same, when dama e exceeds 50% of value. --In the event such damage or 
destruction excee s i ty o p e rcent o the value exclusive of foundations 
of such nonconforming building or structure, no repairs or reconstruction 
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15-16. 151 (cont,) 
shall be made unless every portion of such building or structure is made 
fo conform to all regulations for new buildings in the zone in which it is 
located. 

15-16, 16 

15-16. 17 

15-16. 18 

Effect of vacanc buildin . --A non-conforming building or 
structure or portion t ereo , w ic in or ere after becomes vacant and 
remains unoccupied for a continuous period of one (1) year shall not there
after be occupied except by a use which conforms to the use regulat ions of 
the zone in which it is located, 

buildings i ntended for use permitted only in nonresidential 
zones . -- a resi entia zones, every none on orming ui ing or s rue ure 
'W'liic'Ilwas designed, arranged, or intended for a use permitted only in the 
commercial and industrial zones, shall be completely removed, altered and 
converted to a conforming building, structure, and us e when such buildings 
or structures have reached, or may hereafter reach the ages hereinafter 
specified, computed from the date and building permit therefore was 
issued; in the case of masonry constructed buildings or structures, twelve 
(12) years, in the case of frame or wood constructed buildings or structures 
ten (IO) years. Provided, however, that this regulation (15-16. 17) shall 
not become operative until five (5) years from the effective date of this 
Title, (NOTE: can the date indicated in this last proviso now be 6-1-64? 
That would be 5 years from the effective date of the ordinance I am work
ing . from: 6-1-59), and provided, further, this section s hall not operate 
to invalidate any portion of Section 15-16. 41. 

Nonconformance caused by overnment action or dedication, --The pro
visions oft s Title shall not app y tot ose cases w ere t e requirement (s) 
of the Title cannot be complied with solely by reason of e ither the lawful 
action of a Federal, - State, or Local Government in acquiring land for 
roads or other public purposes, or the dedication of land by the owner 
thereof which is duly accepted by the appropriate Government for public 
benefit and use; provided, however, that such requirement (s) of this Title 
had been, or could have been, met prior to such Government action or 
dedication, and provided further that no action taken by an owner or lessee 
subs equent to such Government action or such dedication shall aggravate·· 
or increase any nonconformance caused by such action or dedication. 

15-16. 2 Nonconformin us e of buildin s; continuation of. --The nonconforming use 
of a uilding or structure existing at t e time t is T itle became effective 
may b e continued, except as otherwise provided in this Title. 

15-16.21 Same; change of use. --The use of a nonconforming building or structure 
may be cha'.nge d Eo a use of the same or more restricted classification, but 
where the use is hereafter changed to a us e of a more restricted classifi 
cation it shall not thereafter be changed to a us e of ales s restricted 
classification . 

15-16. 22 Expansion prohibited, --A nonconforming use of a conforming building or 
structure (i. e,, commercial use in a dwelling, etc.) shall not be expanded 
or extended into any other portion of such conforming building or structure 
nor changed except to a conforming us e. If such a nonconforming use of a 
portion there of is discontinued or changed to a conforming use, any future 
use of such building, structure , or portion thereof shall be in conformity 
with the regulations of the zone in which such building or structure is 
located, 

15-16, 221 Discontinuance of nonconformin uses , when effective, --All nonconforming 
uses o conforming buildings or structures which became nonconforming by 
reason of any previous ordinance s hall be discontinued not late r than three 
(3) years from the effective date of such previous ordinance; all noncon
forming uses of conforming buildings or structures which become such by 
reason of this Title shall be discontinued not later than three (3) years from 
the effective date of this Title; provided, how ever, that this action shall not 
operate to invalidate any portion of Section 15-16. 41. 

15-16. 3 use of land, continuation of. --The nonconforming use of 
an existing as o eptem er , 55, may be continued for a period of not 

more than three (3) years therefrom provided (a) that no such nonconformi~ 
use of land shall in any way be expanded or extended either on the same or 
adjoining property, and {b) that if such nonconforming use of land or any 
portion thereof is discontinued or changed, any future use of such land 
shall be in conformity with the provisions of this Title; provided, however , 

( 
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,15-16, 3 (cont.} 
that nonconforming use of land in annexed territory may be continued for a 
period of.not more than three (3) years from the effective date of this 
Title, provided (a) that no· such nonconforming use of land shall in any way 
be expanded or extended either on the same or adjoining property, and {b) 
that if such nonconforming use of land or any portion thereof is discontinued 
or changed, any future use of such land shall be in conformity with the 
provisions of this Title, 

15-16, 4 Nonconformance because of reclassification of zones. --The foregoing 
provisions oi this Chapter shall also apply to buildings, structures, land, 
or uses which hereafter become nonconforming due to any reclassification 
of zones under this Title or any subsequent change in the regulations of 

-this . Title, provided, howeyer, that where a period of years is specified in 
this Chapter, for the removal of nonconforming buildings, structures, or . 
uses, said period shall be computed from the date o.f such reclassification 
or change. 

15:..16.41 use may continue even thou, P,' location is reclassified, - 4 
ny noncon orm1ng c.ommerc1al use 1n a zone ereto ore c ass1 1e or 

designated by an officially adopted Zoning Ordinance of the Town of Vienna, 
or by the County of Fairfax in annexed territory, as part of. a commercial · 
zone and which use is in operation as of the date this Title takes effect may 
continue in operation on its present location even though such location is re
clp.s sified to become part of a residential zone as a result of the adoption of 
this Title, and such use may continue in such location as long as, but not •. · 
longer than, the then operators continue the existing use as o.f the date this 
Title i .s adopted and the buildings and structures existing as of the date 
this Title is a'dopted remain without significant enlargement or alteration. 
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TITLE 15 

ZONlli'G 

Chapter 10, Section 15-17 

Us e Permits 

Enumeration of us es for which permits are required. 
When use permit application must accompany building permit 
application; disposition of use permit application. 
Fee • 
.Advertis ement . 
Public hearing. 
R eport and recommendation of Zoning and Planning Commission. 
Issuance s ubject to certain conditions. 
P e rmit void after 6 months if operation·. n_ot commenced. 

Enumeration of uses for whic h ermits are re uired. --.A properly a pproved 
and issue us e p ermit is required by this Chapter or any of the following 
uses: 

(a) .Airports, airparks, and airfields (private) , 
(b) .Amusement enterpris es, if conducted· wholly within an enclos.ed 

building in C-1.A and C-2 zones, 
(c) .Auditor iums and Halls in C-1~ and C-2 zones. 
(d) .Auto sales in C-1.A and C-2 zones. 
(e ) Bowling alley in C-1 zone. 
(f) Ca rpenter or general wood- working s hop (excluding outdoor 

storage) in C-1.A and C-2 zones. 
(g) C emeteries. 
(h) Colleges and Schools (Private, Elementary and High) of a non

commercial nature. 
(i) Farm or Gardening Implement, Sales and Service in C-1.A and 

C-2 zones. 
(j) 
(k) 

Feed and grain sales and storage in C-1.A and C-2 zones, 
Funeral Home , 

(1) Golf courses, country clubs, private clubs, including community 
buildings and s imilar recreational uses not owned and/or operated by a 
public agency (does not include golf driving range). 

(m) Hospitals or sanitariums, except animal hospitals, clinics and 
hospitals or sanitariums for contagious, mental, or drug or liquor addict-
cases. 

(n) Institutional home and institutions of an e ducational or phil
anthropic nature, except those of a correctional nature or for m ental cas es. 

(o) Nurser y and Kindergarten Schools (private). 
(p) Offic e building exceeding six (6) stories and 75 feet above 

ground level in C-1.A and C-2 zones, 
(q) Pet s hop in C-2 zone, 

(r) Principal office of a physician, professional, real estate in 
a RM-2 zone. 

(s) Public buildings and us es . . 
(t) Public parks, playgrounds, and other recreational us es. 
(u) Public parking area in transitional use , 
(v) Public utilities and services, 
(w) Theater, indoor in C-1 zone, 
(x ) Taxi-stand in C-1.A zone. 
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15-17. 2 When use permit application must accompany building permit application; 
disposition of use permit application. --Written application for a use per
mit shall accompany an application for a building permit, whenever the 
proposed building or structure will be or may be used for a purpose for 
which a use permit is required by this Title. The application shall be 
transmitted forthwith upon submission to the Zoning and Planning 
Commission which shall forward such application with recommendations to 
the Town Council. 

15-17.21 Fee. --Every application for a use permit shall be accompanied by a check 
orcash payment to the Town of Vienna of thirty ($30, 00) dollars which 
shall be applied to the cost of advertising and other expenses incidental to 

· reviewing, publishing, an~ r eporting the fact. 

15-17.22 .Advertisement, --Each application for a use permit shall be advertised for 
two {2) consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation, mailed 
in the vicinity of the Town of Vienna, and notice of such application shall 
be posted on a placard for two (2) consecutive weeks on the property to 

· which it pertains, This period of two (2) weeks·· for advertising and postipg 
shall begin after submission of an application and end prior to any public 
hearing thereon. 

15-17. 23 Public hearing. --The Town Council shall hold a duly advertised public 
hearing on each application for a use permit. This hearing shall be held 
within two (2) months after the date on which the application was sub
mitted, on a night designated by the Town Council. 

15-17. 24 Report and recommendation of Zonin and Plannin Commission. --The 
on1ng and anning Commission shall prepare and submit to the Town 

Council a report, including recommendations of the Commission, on each 
application for a use permit, This report shall be submitted to the Council 
prior to the public hearing on the application. 

15-17. 25 'lssuance' 'subject to certain conditions, --The Town Council may authorize 
the issuance of a use permit in response to an application therefore; . 
provided the use for which the permit is sought will not (1) affect adversely 
the health or safety or persons residing or working in the neighborhood of 
the proposed use, (2) will not be detrimental to the' public welfare or 
injurious to property or irnproyemenfs in the neighborhood, and (3) will be 
in accord with the purposes of the master plans of the Town of Vienna. In 
granting any use permit the Town Councij. shall designate such conditions 
in connection therewith as will, in its opinion, assure that the use will 
conform to the foregoing requirements and that it will continue to do so. 

15-17. 3 Permit void after 6 months if o eration not comffienced. --Any use permit 
s a ecome vo1 six mont s a ter issuance l construction or operation 
related thereto has not commenced. 
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TITLE 15 

ZONIN'G 

Chapter 11, Section 15-18 

Changes and Amendments 

Procedure; fee . 
Posting. 
Reapplication. 
Protest against proposed change. 
Bases for determination, 

15-24 

Procedure; fee.-• (a) The Vienna Town Council may, from time to time, 
on its own motion or on petition of the owners of property proposed for a 
change of zoning, after public notice and hearing, amend, supplement, or 
change the requirements and zones herein established, Every application 
by a property owner for such amendment, supplement, or change shall be 
filed in writing thirty (30) days before any action shall be taken by the 
Council, and said application shall be accompanied by a check or cash pay
ment of fifty ($50. 00) dollars, which shall be applied to the cost of 
advertising and expense incidental to reviewing, publishing, and reporting 
the facts. The Town Clerk shall cause the notice of such amendment , 
supplement, or change to be advertised as required by law. 

(b) Such applic-ation shall likewise be referred to the 
Zoning and Planning Commission upon receipt by the Town Clerk, The 
Commission shall furnish the Council its recommendations on the proposed 
zoning changes before the public hearing. 

:Posting. --In addition to published notice, as required by law, further 
notice of any proposed change of zoning shall be given by the Zoning 
Administrator, by posting the property for which a change of zoning has 
been requested, and also the surrounding area within a five hundred (500) 
foot radius of said property with not less than eight (8) placards showing the 
designation of the property to be rezoned, together with the time and place 
of hearing. 

Reap;elication. --No application for any change to the same or a lesser 
restricted classification of zoning of the same lot, plot, parcel, or portion 
thereof, shall be considered by the Town Council and the Planning 
Commission within twelve (12) mont4s of the final action of the Town 
Council upon the prior application. This provision, however, shall not 
impair the right of the Town Council to propose a change of zoning on its 
own motion. 

Protest against hroposed change. --In case of a protest against any such 
amendment or c ange s1gned by twenty (20%) percent, or more, of any 
one of the following groups: (1) the owners of lots included within the area 
of the proposed change, or (2) the owners of lots abutting the area included 
in such proposed change, or (3) the owners of lots directly opposite the 
area included in such proposed change, where such area abuts upon a 
stre_~t, _th~n such amendment or change s£i.all not become effective except 
by the favorable vote of five-sixths (5/6) of all the Town c";;u-;;:~il . ·- · 

Bases for determination. --In determining what, if any, amendments to 
this Titfe are to be adopted, the Town Council shall give due consideration 
to the proper relationship of such amendments to the entire Comprehensive 
Zoning Plans and Ordinances for Vienna, it being the intent to retain the 
integrity and validity of the zoning districts herein described, and to avoid 
spot zoning changes in the Zoning Map. 
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TITLE 15 

ZONING 

Chapter 12, Section 15-19 

Administrative and Enforcement 

Building permits, when required, in general; where fee paid; ad
ministration by Zoning Administrator , 
Application for building permit, requirements. 
Building perm it not to be issued where l and subject to flooding or 
e rosion. 
Certificate of Occupancy, when required. 
Occupancy use a nd change of use prohibited until Certificate of 
Occupancy obtained , 
Certificate of Occ\lpancy , procedure for obtaining. 
Certificate of Occupancy, procedure for obtaining when change of 
use involved. 
Fee, 
Certificate of Occupancy, statements required there in; records 
and copies. 
Applicatiop for building permit and CertH'icate of Occupancy un
acceptabl e unless all required information furnished, 
Building p e rmit and C ertificate of Occupancy void after 6 months 
if operation not commenced. 
Enforcement by Zoni ng Administrator. 
Violation to act without permit when one required; false statement 
in material matter voids permit. 
Noncompliance with Title 15 constitutes violation, 
Penalties. 

ermits , when required, in eneral; where fee a id; administra-
tlon y on1ng min1strator, -- o excavations a e commence , no 
wall, fence, structure, premises, or land used, building or part .thereof 
shall be built, constructed or altered, nor shall any building be moved, nor 
shall any sign be erected, repaired, or repainted, until application has 
b een made and the proper permit has been obtained from the Zoning 
Administrator, in accordance with the provisions of thi s Title, and said 
permit has been posted at the building s ite in plain v iew from the street. 
The fee for a building permit shall be paid to t he Town of Vienna, Virginia, 
Except as provided otherwise herein, the provisions of this Title shall be 
administered by the Zoning Administrator, 

A lication for buildin ermit re uirements. - -All applications for 
u 1ng permits s all be accompanied by accurate pl ot pl ans in triplicate, 

showing the following: 
() 

(a) The l ot upon which the building is proposed to be erected; lot 
dimens ions, l ot and block numbe rs, and subdivision's name, if any. 

(b ) Name and width and abutting street or streets . 
(c) Location, dimen sions, and use of existing buildings and other 

structures on the lot or lots . 
(d) Location, dimensions, and proposed use of b uildings and 

other structures for which a permit is requested, 
(e ) Front, side, and r ear yard dimensions, 
(f) North direction arrow, 
(g ) Such other information with regard to the lot and neighboring 

lots as may be necessary to determine and provide for the enforcement of 
this Title, 

ermit not to be issued where land sub'ect to fl.oodin or erosion. -
o permit shall be issued or the erection of apy permanent structure 

intended for r esidential u se, nor shall any structure be e rected on land in 
such proximity and ;relative el evation to any open stream or drainage 
channel where such land is s ubj ect to p eriodic or recurring flooding from 
storm water, or s ubject to the danger of erosion. 
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15-19, 12 Certificate of Occupancy, when required. --.A C ertificate of Occup a nc y 
shall be r equired for any of the following, except that no C ertificat e of 
Occupancy shall be required for a one- family detached dwelling. 

(a ) Occupancy and use of a building hereafter e r ected or 
structurally alte red; 

{b ) Change in use of an existing building to a use of a different 
zone classificati on. 

(c ) .Any change in ownership of a commercial or i ndustrial use. 
{d) Change of occupancy and use of land to a use of a different 

classificati on. 
(e ) .Any change in t he use of a nonconforming use. 

15-19. 121 Occu anc use and chan e of use rohibited until C ertificate of Occu anc 
o taine . -- o occupancy use or chang e of us e shall take place until a 
Certificate of Occ upancy shall have been issued by the Zoning .Adminis tra
tor in accordance wi th the provisions set forth in this Title, 

15-1 9. 122 C ertificate of Occupancy, procedure for obtaining, - -Written application for 
a Certificate of Occupancy for a n ew building or fo r an exis ting building 
or for an existing building which has been alte r ed shall be made at th e 
same time as the application for the b uilding permit for s uch building, 
Each application for a Ce rtificate of Occupancy shall be filed with the 
Zoning .Administrator, Upon completion of the erection or alteration of a 

· building or part thereof in conformity with the provisions of this Title and 
. in accordance with the pertinent b uilding permit and applicati on for 
Certificate of Occupancy, ' the a pplicant for s uc h certificate may reques t of 
the Zoning .Adminis trator that the cer tificate be issued, The Zoning 
.Administ rator shall i ssue the Certificate of Occupancy within t en (10) days 
of the receipt of the written r equest for issuance thereof p rovidi ng there 
has been full compliance wi th the provisions of this Title in the e r ection 
or alteration of the pertinent building or structure or part thereof. 

15-19. 123 Certificate of Occu anc , rocedure for ob ta inin when chan e of us e 
mvolve , --Written application for a Gerti icate o Occupancy or a c nge 
m the use of l and, or of a building, or for a change in a nonconforming 
use, as herein provided, s hall b e made to the Zoning .Admini strator, The 
same proc edure is r equired as s p'ecified in Secti ons 15-19. 12 1, 15-19. 12.2, 
and 15 -19. 124, exc ept no building permit i s involved. · 

15-19. 124 Fee, --The fee for a Certificat e of Occupancy s hall be one ($1. 00) dollar, 
to"be paid to the Town of Vienna, Virginia, 

15-19. 125 C ertificates of Occu anc , stat ement s re uired ther ein· records and 
~· -- very ertiflcate o Occupanc y shall state t at t e bu ing or 
tneproposed use of a building or land complies with all the provisions of 
law and of all Town ordinances and regulations, .A record of all Ce r t ificates 
of Occupanc y shall be k ept on file in the Town Hall and copies shall be 
furnished, on r equest , to any p erson having proprietor y or t enancy inte r e st 
in the building or land affected, 

15-19. 13 unacce table 

15-19. 14 

15-19.2 

15-19. 21 

or a uil ing 

Buildin e rmit and Certificate of Occu ancy void after 6 months if 
o~eration not commence . -- ons truction or operation s a e commenced 
within s ix (6) months Of aate of is s uance or said building p e rmit or 
Certificat e of Occupancy become void. 

Enforcement by Zonin .Admini s trator. --The provisions of this Title s hall 
e en orced y t e omng .Administrator, who shall in no cas e grant any 

permit for the construction or alteration of any building if the building, as 
proposed to be constructed o r altered, would be in vi ol ation of any of the 
provisions of this Title , 

Violation to act without permit when one (ll r equired; false stat em ent in 
materia l matter v oi ds permit, --It shall constitute a violation of this T i tle 
for any person, firm, or corporation, whether owner, agent, or occupant 
to do any of the things for which a permit i s r equired by this Title without 
having obtained the said p e r m it ; and any permit i ssued upon a fal se state
ment of any fact which is material to the iss uanc e thereof, shall be void. 
When ever the fact of such false statement shall be established to the 
sati sfaction of the Zoning .Administrator, he shall forthwith revoke the 
permit upon concurrence of the Zoning and Planning Commission by notice 
in writing to be d elivered to the holder of the void permit upon the premises 
where the violati on has occurred, or if such holder be not found the r e, by 
posting the said notice of revocation in s ome conspicuous place upon the 



said premises. Any such person, firm, or corporation who shall proceed 
thereafter with such work or us e without having obtained a n ew p ermit in 
accordance with this Title, shall be deemed guilty of violation thereof. 

15-19. 211 Noncom liance with Title 15 constitutes violation. --It shall constitute a · 
v10 atlon o t s Title or any person, irm, or corporation, whether 
owner, agent, or occupant, to disobey, neglect, or refuse to comply with 
or resist the enforcement of any of the provisions of this Title. Each day 
upon which the said violation shall continue shall constitute a separate 
violation. 

15-19, 22 ·penalties. --Any person, firm, or corporation who violates any of the 
prov1s1ons of this Title s~all be deeme d guilty of a misde meanor, and upon 
conviction shall b.e fined not less than ten ($10. 00) dollars, and not more 
than one hundred ($100. 00) dollars, if the offense be not wilful, or not 
more than two hundred and fifty ($250. 00) dollars if the offense be wilful, 
nor more than thirty (30) days in the county jail, if the offense be wilful. 
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TITLE 15 

ZONING 

Chapter 13, Section 15-20 

Board of Zoning Appeals 

Membership. 
Jurisdiction; as to variance, (See note at Section,) 
Same; in appeals involving refusal of building, use, or occupancy 
permits, and other adverse decisions of Zoni ng Administrator, 
Same; actions Board may take on decision appealed. 
Same; power to interpret provi sions of this Title. 
Same; may adopt and amend rules of procedure. 
Who may appeal. 
Application for variance; procedure (NOTE: See Note at Section) 
Application for appeal; procedure; fee ; applicant may be required 
to pay for recording of proceedings; advertisement of variance 
application (NOTE: this last seems to belong in 15-20, 3 1) (NOTE : 
See note at section), 
Evidence to be furnished at public hearings. (NOTE: See note at 
section) 
Number of votes necessary to reverse d ecisions appealed, 
Variation made by Board to be accompani ed by finding of fact, 
Limitations of authority. 
Further limitations of authority. 
Variance granted by Board invalid after. 6 months unless certain 
conditions fulfilled. 

Membership. --There shall be an Appeals Board consisting of five (5) 
members appointed by the Circuit Court upon recommendation of the Town 
Council for a term of three (3) years and removable for cause by the 
appointing authority. 

Jurisdiction; as to vari ance, --The Appeals Board is authorized to grant 
variances from Hie sfrict application of these regulations, except as 
specified in Sections 15-20, 4 and 15-20. 41, when by reason of exceptional 
narrowness, shallowness or s hape of specific parcels of property at the 
time of the original enactment of the provisions of this Title or amendments 
thereto or by reason of exceptional topographical conditions or other 
extraordinary s i tuations or conditions of specific parcels of property, where 
the strict application of these r e gulations or amendments thereto would 
result in peculiar and unusual practical difficulties to, or exceptional undue 
hardship upon, the owner of said property; provided that such r elief or 
variances can be granted without substantial impairment of the intent, 
purpose and integrity of the Comprehensive Plan, (See appendix 2), 
(NOTE: This i s to be referred to as "incorporated by reference" i n 
appendix 2, Is this the Master Plan?) I will need proper name, See also 
note in comments r e 15-19.22, 

Same; actions Board ma take on decisions a eal ed. --The Appeals Board 
may, in con ormity wit s i t e, reverse, a "rm, or modify, wh olly 
or in part, any decision upon which an appeal i s made . 

Same· ower to inter ret rovisions of this Title , --Upon appeal from a 
ecision o t e oning m inistrator, or upon request of any official body, 

the Appeals Board shall have power to decide any questions involving the 
interpretation of any provisions of this Title. 

Same; may adopt and amend rules of procedure, --The Board of Appeals is 
!:lereby empowered to adopt , and from time to t ime , amend or supplement 
rules of p rocedure not inconsistent with the provisions of this Title, 

Who may apfeal, - -Appeal s to the Appeals Board may be taken by any 
person aggrieved or by any officer or department of the Town affected by 
any decision of t he Zoning Administrator , 



15-20.31 

15-20.32 

15-20.33 ' 

15-20.34 

15-20, 35 

15:-20.4 

15-20,41 

.15-20,42 

15-29 

.Application for variance; procedure, --Each application for a variance from 
the provisions of this Title shall be in writing and shall be accompanied by 
appropriate documentation, Said application shall be submitted to the 
.Appeals Board which shall cause a public hearing to be held and the pro
perty in question to be posted with a placard stating the date of hearing and 
the nature of the variance requested, (NOTE: Apparently last sentence of 
next section should be deleted there and incorporated here,) 

Application for appeal; procedure; fee; applicant may be required to pay for 
·recordin of roceedin s; adve rtisement of variance a lication. --Every 
application or an appeal s all be accompanied by a chec or cash payment 
of thirty ($30. 00) dollars, which shall be applied to the cost of advertising 
and expense incidental to reviewing and publishing the facts. In addition 
the Board may require the applicant to pay for the recording of the 
proceedings, An application for a variance shall be advertised for two (2) 

- weeks in a newspaper of general circulation. (NOTE: Last sentence seems 
to apply to previous Section. Wording isn't very clear to me as to whether 
a public hearing is r equired for appeal, although meaning is pretty clear. 
Especially in view of fact that next section calls for hearings but note it 
only cites previous section: (1 5-20, 31). 

Evidence to be furnis hed at s. --At the public hearings 
specified in Section OT See a ove - apparently should be "specified in 
Sections 15-20, 31 and 15-20. 32, 11 but it now reads " specified in Section 
15-20. 31 ". If hearings are required only for variances, that's ok otherwise 
it w ill call for reference to S ection 15-20, 31 and 15- 20. 32,) the applicant 
shall present a statement and adequate evidence, in such form as the 
Appeals Board may require. For assistance in reaching decisions relative 
to any appeal or other matter under consideration, the Zoning and Planmng 
Commission shall furnish technical service, advi ce, data, or factual 
evidence requested by the Appeals Board. 

Number of votes necessary to r everse decision a ealed, --The concurring 
vote of three 3 members of the Appeals Board shall be necessary to 
reverse any order, requirement, decision, or determination of the. Zoning 
.Administrator, or to decide in favor of the applicant upon any matter upon 
which it is required to pass under this Title or to effect any variation in 
this Title. 

Variation made by Board to be accom anied b findin of fact. --Every 
variation ma e y the Appeals Board after a duly advertised hearing shall 
be accompanied by a finding of fact specifying the reasons for making such 
variation. All decisions shall be a matter of public record, 

Limitations of authority . --Nothing contained in these regulations shall be 
deemed to authorize the Appeals Board to" revers e or modify any refusal 
of a permit or any other order, requirement, decision, or determination 
which conforms to the provisions of this Title and which, therefore, is 
not erroneous, nor to authorize the Appeals Board to validate or ratify or 
legalize any violation of law or any of the regulations of this Title. 

Further limitations of authority . --The Board shall not amend any of these 
regulations or the Zoning Map, as provided for in Chapter 11, Title 15, 
directly or by variance as to permitted use, nor shall such power or 
authority be vested in the Appeals Board. 

Variance granted by Board invalid after 6 months unless certai? conditions 
fulfilled. --Any variance granted by the Appeals Board to permit the 
erection or alteration of a building or structure s hall be valid only six (6) 
m 'onths, unless a building permit for such erection or alteration is obtained 
within this period and the erection or alteration is started and proceeds to 
completion in accordance with the terms of the decision. 
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TITLE 15 

ZONING 

Chapter 14. Section 15-21 

,Interpretation 

Provisions of this Title control when more restrictive than other 
existing laws • 
Deed restrictions greater than required by this Title not superseded 
by this Title. 
Permits approved prior to adoption of this Title governed by 
regulations in effect at time of adoption; void after 6 months of 
issuance unless operation commenced. 

p,rov;islons of this Title control wp.en more restrictive than other existing 
~·--Where this Title imposes a greater restriction upon the use of the 
buildings or premises, or upon the height of the buildings, or requires 
larger yards, courts, or other open spaces than are required by other 
existing provisions of law or ordinance, the provisions of this Title shall 
control. 

Deed r ·estrictions greater than required by this Title not superseded by 
this Title . --Where private building restrictions in recorded deeds are 
greater than those required by this Title , they are not superseded by the 
provisions o_f this Title. 

·Permits ·a: · ·roved rior to adoption of this Title overned .by re ulations in 
·e'ffect at 't1ine o ado tlon; vo1 after months rom i ss uanc e u ess 
·o·fer'ation commence . -- ny permit approved prior tot e o ic1al adoption 
o this Title anct o:G:l.cial Zoning Map shall adhere to the regulations of the 
Zoning Ordinance adopted September 6, 1955 provided that after six (6) 
months from the issuance of any such permit, unless construction or 
operation related thereto has commenced, it shall be void. (NOTE: This 
should be the date the latest Zoning Ordinance before the one I'm doing, 
shouldn't it ? ) 
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VIENNA TOWN CHARTER 

CHAPTER 221 - An act to amend and reenact Sections 2 , 3, 4, 6, 7, 9 and 16 of 
Chapter 456 of the Acts of Assembly of 1956, app rove d March 30, 1956, being the 
charter of the Town of Vienna in Fairfax County, relating, respectively, to the 
territorial limits, administration and government of the town, provisions for 
certain town officers, duties, functions and powers of the mayor, powers and duties 
of the council, and assessments for taxation and to repeal Section 14, relating to 
conditions under which town contracts may be let . 

Approved March 9, 1960. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia: 

1 . That Sections 2 , 3, 4, 6, 7, 9 and 16 of Chapter 456 of .the Acts of Assembly 
of 1956, approved March 30, 1956, be amended and reenacted as follows: 

Sec. 1. The inhabitants of the. territory comprised within the present limits of the 
Town of Vienna, as such limitations are now, or may be hereafter altered and 
established by law, shall constitute and continue a body politic and corporate to be 
known and designated as the Town of Vienna, and as such, shall have and may exercise 
all powers which are now or hereafter may be conferred upon or delegated to towns 
under the Constitution and laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia, as fully and 
completely, as though such powers were specifically enumerated herein, and no 
enumeration of particular powers by this Charter shall b e held to be exclusive, and 
shall have , exercise and enjoy all the rights , immunities, powers a nd privileges, and 
be subject to all the duties and obligations now appartaining to and incumbent on the 
town as a municipal corporation; and the Town of Vienna, as such, shall have perpetual 
succession, may sue and be sued, implead and be impleaded, contract and be 
contracted with, and may have a c orporate seal which it may alter, renew, or amend 
at its pleasure by proper ordinance . 

Sec. 2. The territory embraced within the >:<town of Vienna is *that territory in the 
county of Fairfax, '~Virginia, as established in Chapter 456 of the Acts of Assembly of 
1956 as modified by the final o rder of the Circuit Court of Fairfax County, Virginia, 
recorded in the Common Law Order Book No. 39, page 99. 

Sec. 3 . The administration and government of the town is vested in a council composed 
of a mayor and six councilmen, all of whom shall be electors of the t own. 

(a) >:•On the second Tuesday in June , 1960, there shall be held a town election 
at which there shall be elected by the qualified electors of the town at large , six 
councilmen and a mayor . The three councilman candidates receiving the highes t 
number of votes shall serve for terms of three years and the three candidates receiving 
the next highest number of votes shall serve for terms of two years. 

In the town election to be held o n the second Tuesday in June, n ineteen 
hundred sixty-two, and in every year thereafter, thr ee councilmen shall be elected for 
terms of two years each. 

The term of office for the mayor shall continue to be for a period of two 
years. Terms of office for both the Mayor and all councilmen shall begin on the first 
day of September n ext following his or their election. 

The council shall be a continuing body, and n o measures pending before such 
body, or any contract or obligation incurred, shall abate or be discontinued b y reason 
of the expiration of the term of office or removal of any of its members . 

(b) Vacancies in the council shall be filled within ':'forty- five days , for the 
unexpired term, by a majority vote of the remaining members; s ubject, however, t o 
the mayor 1s right of veto , and the right of a two-thirds majority of the r em.i.ining 
m embers of said council to override said veto by a polled vote as provided by the 
Constitution of the Commonwealth of Virginia; provided , h ow e ver , that w here a vacancy 
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shall occur more than eight een months prior to e~piFil-Hi::m Rf. tRe i!~.Fmi si:l:_efi ;,·a:eacfl.P.f 
shall be filled by a maj orit¥ vote of the remaining rnernJ:i~-F ~ i"lrH-lf i+rnil ii f.i l-te;; e iiil'IRF 
shall have b een c hosen by the qualified e lectors of the towiff;;'fi'rr;n~HliR-¥i:! qii~1Tfi$q ~a 
provided by law. In the town e l ection to be held on the sei:;"qi'J.P.TH!'!Sdq.·y in Jliti~ -;:l.,e# 

fo llowing the occurrence of such vacancy there shall b e e le i:;te;l"J:nr the · qualifr~if ~ iectors 
o f the town a member of the council to fill each such vacancy fA.i: the qnexpirecr · 
term . The term of office of any councilman so elected shall begin on tl~e first 
of July next following his e lection. 

Sec . 4. The Council shall appoint a clerk, a treasurer, a town sergean~ FJ.lld such 
other officers a nd employees including policemen as the council may cjee111 necessary 
or proper, all of whom shall hold office at and during the pleasure qf the council, 
subject to the power of the mayor to di smiss or suspend t hem as provided in Section 6 
hereof, and said officers and employees shall qualify as prescribed by law, and shall 
execute such bonds as may be prescribed by resolution of the councili and the council 
shall have power t o fill any vacancy in any of such offic<fa . Upon the failure of 
any Council, after being qualified t o appoint such officers and employees all of 
such offii::ers a nd employees then in office shall so continue in office until removed 
by that or a succeeding council. The same person may be appointed to fill two 
offices at the discretion of the council. 

Sec. 5. Elections in the Town of Vienna shall be conducted pursuant to, and in 
accQrd with, Sections 24-23, 24-56, 24-170, 24-171, 24 -1 72 , 24 -1 73, 24 -174 , and 
24.,.175 inclusive of the Code of Virginia, except insofar as same are amended by 
subsection (a) of this section of the Chart er. 

(a) The mayor shall issue to those e l ected certificates of election, which 
shall be countersigned by the town Clerk. Tie votes shall be decided by lot, and 
contests shall be tried and finally determined by the mayor, pursuant to such regu
lations, as the council may adopt. 

Sec. 6. The mayor shall be the chief executive officer of the town and it shall be 
his duty to see that the laws and ordin a n ces thereof are fully executed, and he 
shall preside over the meetings of the council, appoint all necessary committees 
or departments for the proper dispatch of the business of the t own. How e ver , the 
mayor, as a member of the council, shall vote only in case of a tie; in addition 
to his constitutiona l power of veto. The mayor shall see that the duties of the 
various officers and all e mploye es including policemen, whether elected or appoint 
ed, are faithfully performed. He shall have power to investigate their acts, 
have access t o a ll books and documents in their office and may examine them on 
oath, and dismiss or suspend them from office , subject to the right of the council 
to reinstate such officers ~' and employees, including policemen, by a majority of 
the council present and voting . 

In case of the ab'sence or inability of the mayor to. act, the president pro 
tempore of the council, to be chosen by a majority of tb..e council present at a 
regular meeting, shal~ posses s the same powers , and discharge the same duties during 
such absenc e or inability. 

In case a vacancy should occur in the office of mayor, same shall be filled 
by any qualified vote r for the unexpired term by a m a j o rity vote of the council. 

The council of said town is hereby authorized to fi·x the sala ry of the 
mayor, members of the council, and all appointed officers and employe e s of said town, 
at a sum not to exceed any limitations placed by the laws and Constitution of the 
St a t e of Virginia; provided, tha t the salary of the mayo r s hall not be fixe d a t 
an amount gre ater than one thousa nd dollars a year and the s a lary of each member 
of council shall not be fixed at an amount greater than s ix hundred dollar s a year . 

Sec. 7. *The town court shall be known as the Munici pa l Court of the town of Vienna, 
and sha ll have original jurisdiction in the trail of all cas e s invol vin g t h e viola-
tion of town ordinances, a nd in the collection of t a xes or assessm e nts, or o the r forms 
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of d ebt owing to the town, 
Jurisdiction of the said Court in civil matte rs shall be as provided in 

Section 16.1-77 of the Gode of Virginia, and in c riminal matte rs as provided in 
Section 16., \-124 of the Code of Vi rginia . 

Tl-.\~~::~ shall also be appointed n ot more tha n three jus ti ce s of t he peace 
for the to.W.~--oJ Vie nna, to serve a t the pleasure of said counc il, who shall b e 
conserv~\~·:f·s of the p eace , and s ha ll have the power and author ity to set and accept 
bonds, ~s:-~U.e warrants and summon witnesses invo lving viola ti ons of t ow n ordinances, 
but a ll s.~ch warrants and process sha ll be returnable b efore the Municipal Court. 
The compensation of such justices of the peace shall b e the fees which are fixed 
by law for such justices. 

Sec. 8. The council shalLby o rdina n ce fix the time of the ir stated m eetings, 
and they shall meet at least once a m onth. Special meetings may b e called at a n y 
time by the mayor or by four members of the council, provided that a ll members are 
duly notified a reasonable per iod of t i m e prior to such m e eting, and no busine ss 
shall be transacted at a special m eeting thereof, exce pt tha t for which it shall 
be called, unless all members of the ~ouncil be present. 

Fo.u;r members of the council, a nd the mayor, o r five members o f the council 
shall co~.IP:1'~tute a quprum for the tra nsaction o f business. No vote t aken at a ny 
m eetiin&_' S;i)all be rec.onsidered or r escinde d at any subsequent special meeting un
less ati. S:,blch. special· meeting there b e as m any members of the council present as 
were pw.es.ent when such vote wa s taken. 

1i'h.e coun c il shall have all powers and auth o rity that are now or m ay here -
afte,p be granted to councils of towns by the general law.a of this Sta te a nd by 
this act, and the recital o.f special powers a nd a uthorities her e in shall not be 
take n to exc lud i! the exercise of any power a nd authority granted by the 
gen e ral laws of this State t o town cou ncils, but not herein specified. 

Sec. 9 . The council shall have the power t o control and manage the fiscal an d 
municipal affairs of the town and a ll prope rty, real and p erson al. b e longing to 
said town, and to m ake s u c h ordinances, o rders, and r e solution s relating t o the 
same a s it m ay deem necessary. And it shall have the furthe r power to purc hase, 
hold , sell and convey a ll real a nd p e rsona l property, within o r without, the cor 
porate limits , necessary for its use a nd purposes. 

(a) The council shall have pow e;r and autho rity to acquire, or otherwise 
obtain control of or est a blish, mainta in, operate, extend and enlarge wat e rwo rks, 
sewage disposal plants, gasworks, e lectric plants , and other public utilities within 
or without the limits of the t own; a nd t o acquire within or without the limits of 
the town by purchase, condemn a tion , but ins ofa r as suc h powe r of condemnation is 
exercised as to lands o f a public s e rvic e co rporation, Secti on 25 - 233 shall be 
applicable, or otherwise, whatever land may be neces sary for acquiring , locating, 
e sta blishing, maintaining, operating, extending a nd enlarging s aid waterworks, 
sewage disposal plants, e lectric plants and other utilities, and the rights of way, 
rails, pipes, pole s, conduits a nd w ire s connected the r ewith o r any o f the fixtures 
o r appurtenances thereof; promulgate a n d enforce r easonable rates, rules and 
regula tions fo r use of s ame, any o r a ll of whic h rate s , rules and regula tions the 
council may alter a t any time without notice . 

(b) In the event the fe e s, rents, or c harges , cha rged for the use and ser
vices of the public wat er system or sewage disposal system, by, or in connec t ion 
w ith, any real estate shall n ot b e pai d w h e n due, interest shall a t the time begin 
to accrue thereon at t he rate of one percent pe r m onth. Suc h fee s , rents, and 
c harges, a n d the inte rest du e thereon m ay b e r ecovere d by the t ow.n of Vie nna by 
action at law , or suit in equity, and shall constitute a lien against the property, 
ranking on a parity wi th lie ns for unpaid town o r county t axes. 
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(c) The council s hall have the power a n d a uthority to require the owners 
or occupants of the real estate within the corporate limits of the town w h ich may 
front or abut on the line of any sewer or wat er pipe line o r conduit to make c on 
nections therewith, a n d t o use such sewer pipes and conduits and wate r furnished 
by the town under such o rdinance s and regulations as the council may deem necessary 
t o secure the proper serv ice the reof a nd to improve and secure good sanitary con di
tio n s; a nd sha ll have the power t o enforce the observance of a ll such o rdinances 
and r egulations by the imposition and c ollec tion of fines a nd penalties , t o be 
c ollected a s othe r fines a n d penalties under the provi sions of this act. 

(d} T h e council s hall have the a uthority if it so chooses , to delegate in 
writing to a duly appointed town manage r suc h of i t s powers and dutie s as are not 
for bidden by State law to be delegated, a nd may withdraw any s uch de legation of 
power or duties at its dis c retion; the mayor shall have like authority in relation 
to his powers a nd duties. 

Sec. 10. The counc il, w ithin the limits of the constitut i on of this State and in 
accorda n c e with the prov i s io ns of t he gen eral laws the r eof, may, in the name of, 
a nd for the u se of the town, contract loans or cause to be issued certificates of 
debt, n o tes or bonds. 

Sec. 11 . The counc il sha ll have the powe r t o ne gotiate t e mporary l oans, i n antici
pation of taxes, for the purpose of paying current expenses of the tow n; such loans 
to be evidenced b y b onds or notes bearing interest at not exceeding six per centum 
per annum; s u c h b onds or note s shall be payable within one year from the date of 
issue out of the current revenue o f the year in w h ich same are i ssu ed . No such 
tempora ry loan shall in the aggregat e exceed seventy-five per cent of the previous 
y ear's incom e : In the issuance of bonds and notes the town s ha ll be s ubject t o 
the limita tions as to a m o unt con tained i n Section 1 2 7 of the Constitution of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia onl y , a n d w ithin said limita tion may is sue notes t o r aise 
capita l in anticipation of a b ond issue to redeem sam e , prov ided sai d notes are re
dee m e d by a bond i ssue w ithin five years from date. 

Sec . 12 . Sinking Fund P rovis io n. 
. (a ) There s ha ll b e set a part annually from the r evenues o f the town a 

sinking fund s ufficient in amount t o pay the outsta n ding i n debtedness of the t ow n, 
as it m a tures , which b y its terms , is payabl e in not less than one year, and t he 
council may, in its discretion annua lly from time to time , set as ide s u ch addi 
tional sinking fund as may b e deemed proper, and invest all of the sinking fund 

as h e r e i naft er s e t for th. 
(b) All s inking funds shall be used exclusively in the payment or p u rchase 

a nd r e demption of the outsta n ding b onds of the t own, an d' when s u c h\ sinking funds are 
not r equire d or may n ot within a r easonabl e time be r equi red for payme~t o f a n y bond 
of the t own, or cannot b e used t o advant age in the purchase and redemption of any 
bonds of the town, which may be outs t andin g , t he same shall be securely invested in 
interest b earing muni cipal, s t a te or government bon ds, o r invested in any secur ities 
approved by t he gene r a l laws o f the stat e for the investment of such funds, or de 
posited in a b ank on a r easonable r a te of interest . Such sinkin g fund may b_e used 
in the pa yme nt o r purchase and r e demption of a ll bonds of the town at the discre-

tion of the council. 

Sec . 13. All bonds, and other evidences of indebt e dness of the town shall be s i gned 
by the mayor and countersigned by t he town c l erk, and to all bonds the c;l e rk of the 
t own sha ll affix the corporate s eal of the town a nd attest the same . 

Sec . 14 . REPEALED 



Sec, 15. The town i s empowe r e d to l evy a nd collect taxes, on all subject s of 
taxa ti on except as r estrained by the Constitution or by general law h eretofore 
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or hereaft er adopted , provided that it s hall impose no taxes on the bonds of the 
said town; a nd provided fur ther that such levy shall not b e increased b e yond the 
rate of two ($2 . 00) dollars on the one hundred ($100. 00) dollar assessed valuation 
of real and personal property (except as permitted by State law for increases b eyond 
charter limitations) wit hout the affirmative vote of the m a jority of citizens voting, 
as determined by a referendum held for this purpose. 

Sec , 16 . The assessment of r eal and persona l property in the town for t he purpose 
of municipal taxation s hall be the same as the assessment for the purpose of county 
taxation, but where the treasurer for the town knows of property that has bee n omit 
ted b y t he commissioner or r evenue of the county from his books , the treasurer of 
the town may b y the same proceedings as are provided for county commissioners of 
r evenue in similar cases assess such omitted propert y , real or personal, for t own 
taxation. 

Where the treasu rer for the town knows of property that has been erroneous -
ly assessed in the t own of Vienn a by the Commissioner of Revenue of t h e County of 
Fairfax from his b ooks, the t reasurer of the town may by the same proce edings as 
are provided fo r county commissioners of revenue in similar cases release such 
erroneous assessments from the town of Vienna tax rolls. 

Sec. 17 . All ordinances n ow in force in the town of Vienna, not inconsistent with 
this act, shall be and remain in force until a lte r ed , amended or repea led by the 
council. 

Sec . 18 . The present e l ect ed officers of the t own shall be and remain in office un 
til expiration of their sever a l t e r ms, and until their successors have been duly 
elect ed and qualified. 

Sec. 19. If any c la us e , sentence , paragraph, or part of this act shall for any rea
s on b e adjudged by any court of compet ent jurisdi ction to be invalid s u c h judg
m e nt s ha ll not affect , impair or invalidat e t he remainder of the ac t, but shall b e 
confined in its ope r ation to t he c lause , sentence , paragraph, or part thereof 
directly involve d in the controversy in which said jusgme nt shall have been render
ed . 

2. That Section 14 of C hapter 456 of the Act s of Ass e mbly of 1956, 
approved March 30, 1956 , is repeale d. 

3 . An emergency exis ts and this ac t is in force from its pas s age . 

A TRUE COPY TES TE 

SI P . Griffith Dodson 
Cle rk of the Hous e of Delegate s and 
Keeper of the Rolls of the State 

NOTE - In the above copy of the Vie nna Town Charter as it now exis t s , thos e 
portions amended by House Bill 3 12, app r oved M a rch 9 , 1960, are 
under line d . 
Certified to b e a true copy o f the Vienna Town Charte r as containe d in 
C ha pte r 456 of the Acts of Assembly of 1956 a nd C h a pte r 22 1 of th e A cts 
of Assembly of 1960 . 



Appendix 2 

The following, which are included in the rhinutes of the Tow n Council, 
an~/ or on file in the offic.e of the Clerk, rilt."e incorporated herein as 
fully as if set out at length: 

1. The bond obligations of the Town. 

2. The ordinances, resolutions, rules, and regulations 
governing personnel, job classification, compensation, 
and retirement. 

3. The Official Zoning Map for Vienna, Virginia, approved 
, together with all amendments thereto 

~~~~~~~~-

subsequently adopted. 

4. The 'Basic Building Code of Building Officials Conference 
of AmeriCa, 1955 edition, as modifie'd by Title 3 of this 

· Code. 

5. The Fire Prevention Code, edition of 1956, as amended, 
·recbmmended by the National Board of Fire Underwrite rs. 

6.. The Comprehensive Plan (MASTER PLAN?) SEE NOTES 
RE TITLE 15, 15 -::,?0. 2 and 15-18. 5. 

7. See notes for Title 9. 
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MANUAL 
r 

OF. TrfE 
I 

TOWN· OF VIENNA PO LICE DEPARTMENT 

MAYOR - Guy M. Wilson 

COUNCILMEN 
Gerald C. Cowden 
Thomas R. Chittenden 
John J. Ford 
Alvin W . Norcross 
Henry R . Pellegrino 
L . Dean Wallace 

TOWN MANAGER 
L . B . Cresswell 
Maj . Gen. USMC (Ret) 

CHIEF OF POLICE 
James B . Pruitt 



CHAPTER 1 

General Rule s 

Section 1. It shall be the dp.ty of every member of 
the force to thoroughly familiarize himself with such chapter 
or chapters of the Vienna Polic1 manual as deal specifically 
with the duties of the rank or gr

1

ade of such member within 
five days from the date of issuance of such manual, and to 
thoroughly familiarize himself with all sections of such 
manual within thirty days of the issuance thereof. 

Section 2. Notwithstanding the assignment of specific 
duties and responsibilities to members of the Vienna 
police force by the provisions of this manual, all members 
of the force shall perform all such other duties .as may be 
required of them by competent authority. 

Section 3. In carrying out the functions of the de -
partment, namely, the preservation of peace, the protection 
of life and property, the prevention of crime, and the 
arrest of violators of th'e law, all members of the force 

.J 

and employees of the Department shall direct and coordi-
nate their efforts in such manner as will tend to establish 
and maintain the highest standard of efficiency. 

Section 4. M·~mbers of the force are held to be always 
on duty, although periodically relieved from the routine 
performance of it; are always subject to o:rders from the 
proper authorities and to call from citizens, and the fact 
that they may be technically off duty shall not be held 
as relieving them from the responsibility of taking proper 

v ' 
police action in any matter coming to their attention re -
quiring such action. 

Section 5. Members of the force shall promptly obey 
any order emanating from any superior officer. Should any 
such order conflict with a previous order from a ny other 
superior officer, or with any departmental order, or 
provisions of the manual, the member of the force to whom 
such order is given shall respectfully call attention to 
such conflict of orders; a nd if the officer giving the 
order does not cha n ge s a m e s o as to obvi a te such conflict, 
his order shall sta nd and the responsibility sha ll be his, 
and the p e rson obe ying same will not be held in any way 
r e sponsible for disobedience of any orders there tofore issue d. 

Section _6. When a m ember of the forc e is appointe d for 
perma n ent or spe cial duty, h e shall imme diate ly r eport his 
correct r e sidence a ddress, t e lephone nu1nbe r a nd marita l 

status to the Chief of PoJ.i c e , and s ha ll r eport any cha n ge in 
s uch addr ess, t e l eph on e numbe r a nd marita l s t a tus w ithin 
twenty - fou r (24) hour s aft e r m a king s u c h change. E v e ry 
m emb e r of the fo r ce sha ll b e r equire d t o have a t e l e phone 
a t his r es idence a d dr ess. 
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Section 7. On the o~currence of a disturbance it is 
the duty of the police to restore order and disperse 
the crowd by moderate efforts or Rersuasion, if possible. 
If such efforts fail, force must be used and the principals 
arrested. j 

Section 8. Members of the force shall display coolness 
and firmness at all times and shaii act in concert and protect 
each other in times of peril. Any shrinking from responsibility 
or danger will be deemed gross neglect of duty, for which 
penalty is removal from the force. 

Section 9. Every member of the force shall be held 
responsible for the proper performance of the duties assigned 
him ap.d for strict adherence on his part to the rules and 
regulations adopted from time to time for the government 
~f the police department, and it will not be received as an 
excuse or justification for anything he may do contrary to the 
rules and regulations, or for anything he may omit to do, 
that he followed the advice or suggestion of any other person, 
whether connected with the police force or not, except when 
an officer of higher rank may take upon himself the 
responsibility of issuing direct and positive orders. 

Section 10. For any serious neglect of duty or violation 
of the rules of the department an officer may temporarily 
suspend· from duty any subordinate, and for similar causes 
the Chief of Police may be suspended by the Town Manager. 
When a member of the force is suspended, a . report will 
be made to the Chief of, ,Police through proper channel, 
who, if he approves of same, will make recommendations 
to the Town Manager. 

Section 11. Gambling in any form by any member of the 
force in a station is strictly prohibited; nor shall any 
members of the force frequent buildings or premises known 
as or suspected of being gaming resorts except in line of 
duty. o 

Section 12. Members of the force shall not be concerned, 
directly or indirectly, in making any compromise or 
arrangement, between suspected violators of the law and 
persons who are alleged to have suffered by their acts. 

Section 13. Members of the force shall not communicate, 
verbally or in writing, directly or indirectly, in any 
manner or form, any information which m ay enable persons 
guilty of criminal or quasi-criminal acts to escape arrest or 
punishment, or dispose of or secrete any inoney or other 
valuables the proceeds of crim·~. or to destroy any evidence 
which would establish guilt. 

Section 14. Members of the force shall not, except by 
permission of a superior officer, co1nmunicate to anyone 
but a member of the force any inforrn.:i.tion respecting 
orders he has received, or about his conte1nplated move1nents. 
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Se ction 15 . Members of the force shall n ot, directly or 
indirectly, seek publicity through the public press. 

Section 16. Members of the force shall n ot serve c ivil 

~:~~e:::;;, n::w:~:l:, t::::::td~:e:~:i::a:rc;h~n p~i:~~ ~:~es , 
quell disturbances growing out of s tlch matters. 

'Section 17. Members of the force shall not smoke, nor 
carry unlighted cigars, pipes, or cigarettes in their 
mouths w hile in uniform if on detail at any public or pri
vate assembly, w hile directing traffic, or while engaged 
in conversation w ith citi zens or superior officers , 

Section 18. (a) Members of the Force shall not wear 
their badges when off active duty, but shall carry them in 
such a manne r as to permit ready display when ne ·cessary. 

(b) Regular members of the Force , when off duty a ny 
place in the Town of Vienna, except in their r e sidences, 
shall carry their badges a nd s e rvice revolvers a t all times. 

(c) When off duty a nd not in full uniform, regular 
members of the Force shall wear their service revolvers in 
such a manner as to conceal them from view. 

(d) Provide d, however , that members. of the Force a d
mitted to hospitals for treatment while in an off-duty 
status shall leave the ir s ervice revolvers in a safe place 
at home or surre nder the m to an official of this Depart
ment for safekeeping during their hospital confinement and, 
provided fur the r, that members of the Force admitted to 
hospitals for treatment during the course of a tour o f duty 
shall surrender the i r s ervice r evolvers to an o ffic ial of 
this cbepartment for safekeeping during their hospital con
finements . 

Section 19. Members of the force shall not te s tify in 
civil cases unle ss lega lly summoned to do so. 

Se ction 20 . Members of the force shall n ot interfere with 
the cases of other memb ers, exc e pt by consent of such other 
members or the Chief of Police, , 

Sec tion 21. Regular members of tbe force shall not b e 
connected w ith any military b ody other than the Army, Air 
Force, Navy, Mar ine or Coas t Guard Reserve Corps. 

Section 22. Members of the force shall not engage in 
political or r eligious discu ssions t o the detriment of 
discipline . 

Section 23 . Members of the fo r ce s ha ll not s wing or toy 
w ith the ir batons. 

Section 24 , Members of the force shall no t have the i r 
hands in their pockets while in uniform. 

Section 25 . Members of the force shall not engage in 
a ny line of business where such action will in any manner , 
directly or indirectly, interfere w ith the proper and 
e ffici en:t performance of police duty, nor shall members of 
the force engage in competitive bidding to furnish either 
labor or materials or both, or in s uch manner as t o con
s titute unfair competition with the n orma l civilia n market 
for either labor or material s •. 



Section 26 . Members of the fo r c e shall n ot perform a t 
a ny time for w a ge, s a lary, fe e , gift, or othe r c ompen sa
tions, a ny work or service of any characte r for a n y person, 
firm, or corporation other than that required by their 
official position in the police depa rtment w here such 
work will, directly o r indirectly, interfere with the 
proper a nd efficient performance o~ police dut y , nor shall 
members of the force engage in corhpetitive bidding to fur-

. I 

nish eithe r labor or materials or both, or, in such manner 
as to constitute unfair comp etition with the normal 
civilian market for either labor or hiateria ls. 

Section 27 . Members of the force shall not play cards 
or games in the station house on Sundays, nor at a n y t ime 
when actually on duty. 

Section 28 . Members of the force s ha ll not use t heir 
revolvers except: 

(a ) To defend themse l ves from death or serious injury. 
(b) To defend another pe rson unlaw fully attacked fr om 

dea th or serious injury. . 
(c) To effect the arrest or to prevent the escape, 

when every other means for effectin g the arrest 
has been exhausted, of a conv i c ted felon or of a 
person who has committed a felony in the police
man's presence or whose guilt i s clear, or when 
a ':felony has been committe d and the policeman 
has reasonable grounds to believe ,.the p ers on he 
is attempting to apprehend committed the felony. 

(d) To kill a dange rous animal, or t o kill an animal 
so badly injured that humanity requires its re
moval from further .suffering. 

A ·policeman who fires a revolver in a public place 
takes many .risks a nd must do so in such a manner a s w ill 
not jeopardize the lives of innocent p e r sons. 

Section 29. Roll call will b e h e ld in the station at 
7 :45 A.M., 3 :45 P.M.'; ' a nd 11:45 P.M.-~ a nd/or such other 
time s a s designated by their superior officers . Members 
n f the force sha ll be punctual in reporting for roll call 
a.: · l i n r eporting for duty . 

Section 30. Members of the force shall at a ll times 
m ;i. intain decorum and command of t emper; shall be patient 
and disc reet, a nd shall not us e harsh, vi olent, p r ofane o r 
insolent language, and b e courteous a ndoconside rate unde r 
all circumstances. 

Section 31. When memb ers of the force sever their 
connections with the departme nt they shall deliver to t he 
Chief of Police their revolver, b adge , a n d cap plates a t 
the expira tion o f their las t active tour of dut y . T hey 
shall a lso r e turn to the Chief of Police all government 
property issued to them. All articles of uniform must b e 
in a clean and sanitary condition. 

Section 32. Members of t he force shall report t o t heir 
immediate superior a n y violation, whi ch i s within their own 
pers onal know l edge , of the rules o f the Vienna Police Depart
ment by any other member of the force , the penalty for which 
may be di smissal from the force. Viola tions of thi s nature by 
a n office r of superior rank sha ll be r ep o rted directly t o 
the C hief of Police. All personnel are he reby cautioned 



CHAPTER 1 

and directed to r e frain from repeating malicious gossip 
and rumors which are in effect damaging to the chara cter 
or ~eputation of the force or any mem b e r the reof. 

Section 33. M embers of the fo.rce sha ll familiarize 
themselves with the statutes, laws,•· and regulations in 
force in the Town of Vienna, and failure to do so, or to 
take action r e specting violations of lsuch statutes, la ws, 
and regulations coming to their attdntion or about which 

I 
they have knowledge will be deemed neglect of duty. 

Section 34. M emb e rs of the force shall not belong to 
any political club or organization or be a delegate or 
representative to any political or partisan convention or 
take an active part in behalf of any candidate for 
political office. 

Section 35. Membe rs of the forc e shall not solicit or 
make contribution in money or other thing, directly or 
indirectly, on any pretex t, to any persons, committee, or 
association for political purposes, nor shall they engage 
in any plan or scheme for raising money for any such 
organization or individual. 

Section' 36. Members Of the force shall not engage in 
any contest or solicit votes for presents o;- prizes 
offered to member of the department for securing or re
ceiving votes nor engage directly or indirectly in the 
sale of tickets or the soliciting of advertisements or 
business of any character or promoting same except by 
permission of the Town Ma nager. 

Section 37. Superior officers shall not receive pre
sents from subordinate s, nor shall subscriptions be 
solicited or made for pres e nts by members of the force to 
other m e"mbers w ithout the consent and approval of the 
Chief of Police. 

Section 38. M embers of the force sha ll make full reports 
to the station of all criminal offenses, complaints, 
accidents, injurie s t o pe rsons, damage to property, persons 
found sick in public places, persons remove d to any 
hospital or doctor's office by or at the c:Pirection of any 
membe r of the department for examination or treatment, 
missing persons or a ny other type of r eport not specifically 
set forth h e r e in or required by this manual but w hich is 
required by any other police department order on a ny matter 
coming to the ir attention. It shall be the responsibility 
of the first officer w ho arrives on the scene or loca tion 
to m ake the required report unless a superior officer or 
d epartment orders direct otherwise. All r eports shall b e 
complete in detail a nd sub m itted promptly. 

Section 39. In cases where a rre sts for the commission of 
crimes are made on the spot, without a n y previous report 
having been made, a r eport will be filed in the same 
m anner a nd form as though no a rrest had been made a nd shall 
include the fact that the case has b een cleared by a rres t . 
Such report s to be compl e t e in detail a nd made promptly. 
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Section 40. P e rsona l injuries on public spa ce and da mage 
to Town of Vienna prope rty. All r eports made by p o lice 
officers rela ting to this section shall clearly sta t e the 
source of the information containe d there in. PERSONAL 
INJURIES ON PUBLIC SPACE - In all c a s e s involving falls of 
persons on public space or any other cases resulting in 
personal injury to persons on public space, the police 
officer witnessing or hearing of such an accident shall, if 
a witness, imme diately mark the p bint of the fall or in-
cident or if he hears of the accident, shall obtain the 
name and address of the injured party and de termine from 
the injured party if possible all the circumstances includ-· 
ing the precise location of the fall or incident, a nd 
forthwith mark the same, shall take photographs and measure
ments when necessary, and shall determine the name s and 
addresses of all witnesses who have information r~garding 
the circumstances. Whether the officer has completed his 
investigation or not, he shall cause the Director of Public 
Works to be notified immediately during office hours or at 
any event not later than the morning following the accident. 
In emergencies requiring immediate attention by the Depart
ment of Public Works, during times other than regular 
office hours, the .Superintendent of Public 'works shall be 
notified. Upon completion of his investigation, the 
officer shall promptly make a full report through channels 
to th.e Director of Public Works. 
DAMAGE TO TOWN OF VIENNA PROPERTY ·- All accidents 
involving damage to Town property or involving Town vehicles, 
shall be promptly reported to the Chief of Police, w ith full 
details including name f!I and addresses of witnesses. 

Section 41. M embers of the force shall be vigilant in 
observing the condition of streets, sidewalks, alleys, or 
other parcels of ground in the Town of Vienna; and shall 
promptly report to the sta tion any defects in, obstructions 
on, or other conditions likely to cause injury to persons 
or dama.ge to property. They shall, if ne cessary, t a ke 
prompt action to barricade the same d~ring the day, and to 
see that such places are properly lighted at night. 

Section 42. M embers of the force shall not a llow a ny ex
cavation in public spa c e or the construction of any building, 
stand, fence, or structure of any kind, without proper 
permit therefore. 

Section 43. Me mbers of the force sha ll prom ptly r e port 
the existence of leaking water pipes on any premis e s to the 
occupant the r e of or to the a gent or own e r. If unable to 
locate e ithe r, or if it is on public space, it s h.a ll b e r eporte d, 
t!;irough the s t a tion, to the De p a rtme nt of Public Works. 

Section 44. Any m e mber of the force who los e s his badge 
or other e quipment or insignia through car e le ssnes s in 
failing to prope rly secure or atta ch s ame , or w ho , ha ving 
lost any pa rt of his e quipment, fails to r eport such fact 
promptly, in writing , to the Chief of P o lice , s ha ll be 
deem ed guilty o f n eglect of duty . 
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Section 45 . All rewards received by m embers of the force 
shall be promptly turned over to the Chief of Police, 
together with a detailed .report of the circumstances under 
which received and by whom paid. 

Section 46. Members of the force and employees of the 
department shall not intentionally come in contact with 
persons suffering from diphtheria, I· scar let fever, smallpox, 
or other contagious diseases, or with those in attendance 
on such persons, except by authorization of the Chief of 
Police. 

Section 4 7. When a member of the force has come in direct 
contact with a pati~nt having a contagious disease, or has . 
been exposed to contagion, he shall at once notify the 
Chief of Police and comply with instructions . 

Section 48. Members of the force shall be vigilant in 
the matter of locating persons suffering from malignant, 
infectious, or epidemical diseases, reporting such cases 
promptly to the health department through the station. 

Section 49. In all cases of accident or illness requiring 
an officer's attention, members of the force shall render 
prompt assistance, taking such action as may be necessary 
in the premises. 

Section 50. Members of the force shall not, by threat 
or recommendation, or in any other manner, directly or in
directly, use their office for the purpose of influencing 
the lawful business, profession, or occupation of any person 
or persons. 

Section 51. When a member of the force discovers a fire 
he shall first, make every effort to arouse the occupants 
of th<tJ premises and in order _to better accomplish this end, 
he should seek all posiiiible aid from persons available at 
the scene, He shall then sound an alarm of fire by radio 
or telephone to the board or headquarters, whichever means 
is more readily available. He shall prevent interference 
with the firemen by pedestrians or traffic, and make a report 
at the station of all facts and circumstances. If the fire 
is of suspicious origin he shall notify the fire marshall 
and make a thorough investigation with

0 
a view to prosecution. 

Section 52. Members of the force on patrol duty shall, -
when they hear fire apparatus, immediately communicate with 
the station and ascertain the location of the fire and 
shall comply with the instructions issued them at the time 
of their inquiry. 

It is the duty of police at fires to clear the immed
iate area of traffic and spectators and to prevent persons 
from crowding or standing near entrances to the burning 
building and to facilitate in every way the activities of 
the Fire Department. All persons, except firemen, shall 
be kept out of the building until the occupant has resumed 
possession. Persons bearing fire actuary passes, or em
ployees of the gas or electric company may be permitted to 
enter such premises in connection wi_th their official duties, 
but representatives of the. press shall be excluded from the 
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premises although they m ay, if identified p r ope r ly, 
operat e within fire lines . In the case of fir es in 
unoccupied or closed. premis es the police shall notify the 
occupant, owner, ·o r agent there of. It is very importa nt 
that the conte nts of the building· b e protected agains t 
larceny by those who might t ake advantage o f the confusion 
existent at the scene s of fir e s. ; 

Se ction 53. Any m ·:!mber of the force w ho finds a dead 
body or learns of a case where ·death has ensue d w ithout 
a physician having b een in a tte ndanc e , shall immediately 
notify the Fairfax County Police De t ective Bureau and the 
station and receive instructions rela tive to further pro
ceedings. The office r on the scene shall note all parti-

, culars, not disturb or permit the disturba n ce of the body 
or surroundings and shall allow no unauthorized person 
within the premises or near the point where the body is 
found until such t i me as the Fairfax County Police have 
arrived and taken charge. He shall not handle or permit 
the handling of weapons, glassware, furniture, or other 
smooth surfaced obj e cts . He shall maintain the pas sible 
crime scene in exactly the same condition as discovered 
by him. He shall carefully pre serve all fingerprints, 
handprints, footprints, and tireprints. He shall t ake t he 
name s of persons who may have know ledge of the occurrence, 
and if necessary detain any individual whose statement 
might be needed in establishing any fact in connection 
with the case and shall arrest any person against whom there 
exists a reasonable suspicion of guilt supported by facts, 
circumstances, or gredible information and shall make a 
complete report at the station of all facts and details 
connected with the case . 

Section 54. Members of the force while on duty shall 
devote their whole time and ·a ttention to the business of 
the d epartment . 

Section 55. Members of the force shall give their names 
and badge numbers to persons who".request t hem. 

Section 56. Except by permission of the Chie f of Police , 
no information contained in the files of the police depart-
ment, or information concerning t he status of a ny matter 
or of any cas e under investigation, or concerning cont em
plated changes in e ither the policy or personnel of the 
depa rtm·Emt shall b e given to any on e not a m.ember of the 
department, nor sha ll m e mbe rs of the for ce de l iver addresses 
at public gathe rings concerning the department except by 
dire ction of the Chie f of Police. Members of the force, 
when r e ques t ed by the pres s, shall furnish s uch appropria t e 
information as is con s istent with the public welfare a nd with the 
need in c e rta in cases for investiga tive s ecurity conce rning 
compla ints on hand; a nd shall n ot directly or indirectly gi ve a ny 
other in.forma tion t o the press e xcept by direction of the C hief 
of Police . 
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Section 57. It sha ll be t he duty of every member of t he 
force to report in writing to the C hief of Police a ny 
injury to his p e r s on or a ny dam:=1.ge to governme nt property 
in his charge whether s u ch injury to person or da m age to 
property occurs wh en such m ember of the force is on o r 
o ff duty, such r e port to b e in d etail and to gi ve the names 
a nd addresses of a ll witnesses . Where a member of the 
force i s injure d to such an ext ent that he i s physically 
unable to m ake s u ch report, s ame vy ill b e made by his immed -

. iate superior officer. · 
Section 58. Annually, each m e mber of the fo rce shall b e 

require d to r eport for pistol targe t p r actice and w ill b e 
further required to qua lify under such rules as t he Chief 
of Police may prescribe . 

Members of the force who qualify wi ll be provide d with 
and authorized t o wear on their uniform in a manner pre
scribe d by the Chief of Police a marksmans hip insignia t o 
show the ir classification . 

Section 59. The flag w ill b e raised a t the Town Hall at 
8:00 A. M. and lowered at 4:00 P. M., ·a n d shall be. placed at 
half mast upon notification by prope r authorities. In 
rainy and stormy weather old flags in good condition shoul d 
be used if available; in fair weather, clean bright flags 
should always be used. 

Section 60. When a uthorized messages are received 
directing a notification of banks, business places, o r 
individuals, concerning a matter of interest t o the depart
ment, officers assigned shall b e prompt and thorough in the 
delivery of suc h messages, and when inquiry indicates that 
the officer has failed or neglected to carry out such 
instructions, he shall be deemed guilty of neglect of duty 
and punished accordingly. Supervising officers will make 
frequent check to determine w h e the r such messages are 
receiving prop e r attention, and will ins titute appropriate 
disciplina ry m easures in cas es of failure or n eglect . 

S ection 61. Members of the force shall, when they use 
their revolvers, batons, or blackjacks, make a complete 
report of same t o the Chief of Police who shall make a 
thorough investigation of the case and wher e necessary, 
forward report to the Tow n Manager with recommendation . 

Section 6 2. Wheneve r a member of the force is ca lled to 
the scene of a r a pe, robbery, serious assault, housebreaking, 
or other high c rime, he shall take immediate steps to pre -
vent any disturbance of the crime scene o r visible or 
latent evidence such a s fingerprints, foot p r ints , bloodstains, 
documents, e tc . , pending the a rriva l of investigating officers. 

He sha ll preve nt the ent rance of any una uthor i zed person 
or persons , question a ll witnesse s who m a y have know ledge 
of the circumsta n ces and obta in the ir n ames and addresses , 
a nd convey all information at hand to t he investigating 
officers immediat e ly upon the ir a rriva l . Where it i s evident 
the c rime i s of a serious nature, he shall immedi a tely 
notify the officer in charge of the s t ation and the Fairfax 
County Det ect ive Bureau. He shall m a ke a full report of 
a ll facts a t the station. 
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Section 63. M e mbe rs of the force shall serve a ll warrants 
promptly a nd in the case of assault or threat warrants or 
o ther warrants for serious offenses shall , when such warrants 
are given them for se rvice, make ca r eful inquiry a s to the 
whereabouts of the defendant; wh~r e he is employed, etc . , and 
s hall immediate ly take such acti on as is necessary for the 
prompt service of the warrant. If it is necessa r y t o send 
a lookout, o btain proper description and send s u c h lookout . 
Members of the force are r e minded t hat proper ha n dling of 
such warrants of the force a re r eminded that prope r handling of 
suc h warra nts could possibly result in the saving of some 
person's life and failure to properly and immediate ly act 
in such case s w ill be deemed gross neglect of duty . 

Section 64. When question ed by superior officers in con
nection with matte rs relating to the o ffic ial busines s of 
the police department, it is the duty of subord inates to 
respond to such questions as are asked . Refusal t o respond 
t o such questioning is in itself a violation of t he rules of 
the department and subject to disciplinary penalties. In 
any cas'e where a subordinate declines o r r efuses to answer 
proper questions re lating to his official duties , i t w ill b e 
the duty of the superior officer t o m ake a complete report 
of the ci r cumstances together w ith a r ecommendation for 
appropriate disciplinary action based on the r e fusal of the 
subordinate to make a stateme nt as directed . This in 
addition to a n y other c harges against the offende r whic h the 
circumstances may wa r rant . 

Section 65. When a member of the force t ak es a weapon 
a llege d to have been used in t he commission of a c rime , he 
sha ll mark the same in such a manner as will e nable him to 
identify it aft e rwards , and t he r e turn sent t o t he Fairfax 
County Detective Bureau with the weapon shall contain a 
description of such marks . Where property is found in the 
possession of prisone rs, recovered from pawnshops or 
secondhand dealers, or otherwise recovered by a membe r of 
the force, and is c laimed to be the p r oceeds of crime, such 
property shall be marked in a like manner . All marks re 
quired by this section shall be clearlJ legible to any per-
son having occasion to examine t he same when it is intro 
duced as eviden ce . 

Section 66. Members of the force who find abandoned 
vehic les on public space shall, before turning such vehicles 
into the property yard o r other storage place as abandoned 
property, make a thorough investi gation to determine owner
ship . Such inves tigations to include a canvas of the 
immediate vicinity in which the vehicle is found and a check 
of the license numbe r, if any, wit h the records o f the 
Division of M:itor Vehicles. The impoundin g officer shall 
p lace a tag on the vehicle indicating time, date reason, 
officer ' s name and location from which impounded; shall take 
valuable property from the vehic le, similarly tag same, an d 
re1nove to the s tation for safe keeping; and shall make a 
full report with all availab le information to the station . 
Where an impounde d vehicl e has been in the cus tody of the 
police departinent for 24 hours , and is not cla itne d within 
that time, the officer impounding the ve h ic le s hall check 
a gainst the listing of stolen vehicles . 
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Section 67. M embers of the force who desire an inter- · 
view with the Town Manager, Mayor, or Member of the Town 
Council on police matte;rs or concerning the Police Depa rt
ment, or any m e mber thereof, ~shall make request to the 
Chief of Police stating briefly t~e reason for the request 
and the Chief of Police shall tr11nsmit the request to the 
official indicated for his ap·provl:i.l or disapproval. This ·· 
section shall not be construed a 1s restricting any member 
of the force from requesting an interview with any of the 
officials mentioned. 

Section 68. No m e mber of the force shall partidpate in 
as an individual or be a member of any committee or group, 
the function of which office, committee, or group in any 
way affects or may affect the discipline, operation, or 
administration of the Department. 



Appendix 4 

REPORT ON RECODIFICATION 
OF 

TOWN OF VIE NNA ORDINANCES 

Submitted is a proposed recodification of lthe ordinances o f the 
Town of Vi e nna, Attachment #A. I. 

t 
Along with this report and the proposed c

1
ode will be found individual 

note s explanatory of individual titles, where coµsidered n ecessary, 
(Attachments #C to #0 ), and a stat e m e nt containing general comments 
and suggestions, (Attachment #B , B-1 ). Had every addition and omission, 
e very r e arrange ment and change in the language of t he r ecodifie d ordinances 
b een listed, a volume comparable in size to the proposed Code its e lf couM 
probably have been written. A s th e only sensible course , therefore, the 
individual notes are limited t o brie f statements of what was conside red 
required explanation, together with such comments and recomme nda tions 
as were deeme d d e sira ble . 

PLAN 

I understand r ecodificati on to mean to rearrange, r eclassify, renumber , 
and bring up to date, but not to r evise as such, w hich would b e a n inva sion 
of the l egislative pow,er. In ge neral, that was my approach to the project. 
However, in a numbe·r of insta nces , which are specifically pointed ou t in the 
a ttached explanatory notes, comple te rewriting was bel.~eved necessary -- for 
instance, Title 2, (the forme r Chapter 2 ), which was practically all changed 
by the new Charter . 

Arrangement a nd Numbering 

It seemed logical to follow as c lose l y as practicable the system of 
arrangement a nd numbe ring s u ggested by the Advisory Legislative C ouncil 
(which-was a ls o followed by .the Virginia Code Commission)·, Therefore, the 
material was divided into titles , a,lp ha betica lly arranged except for t he first 
one, which is "Ge n eral Provisions". The titles were divided, where it s eemed 
necessary, into chapters, and some of the longer o r more complex title s sub 
divided furthe r into arti c l es. 

In the text of the propos ed Code , at the beginning o f each title, is a 
list of the chapters, if any, included in tha t title, whi ch list sh,ows o nly 
the numbers of the s ection s inc luded in each chapter liste d , At the beginning 
of each chapter, (or title, if n o chapte rs are included), is a list of the 
numbe rs and catchlines -- catchlines were supplied in nume rous instances 
of the sect ions and of the articles, if .a n y , inc luded in that c ha p ter. The se 
fronta l analyses will p r ovide a conve nient method of quickly ascertaining the 
contents of each title and chapter, and of locating particular ordinances. 

The sections in each title were numbered consecutively from 1, the 
numbers for the individua l sections cons isting only of the numbe r of the 
title a n d the number of t he s ection w ithin the title, conn ect e d w ith a hyphen , 
Thus, the fir s t sec tion of the first title i s 1-1, the second section is 1- 2, 
and so on. T he first section of the second title is 2 -1, e tc. It is inte nded 
that sections which it b ecomes n eces sary t o ins e rt will b e handled by the us e 
of decimal s; tha t is, an ordinance w hich should logically be inserted b e tween 
1-1 a nd 1-2 would be numbered 1-2. 1. Som~ variation, fr om this numbering 
a n d a rranging sys t em was con s i dered desirable in Title 15, Zoning , in view of 
the length and complexit y of tha t title . It is a lso intended tha t whenever an 
ordinance i s r epe a led t he numb er r emain, followed by the statem·~nt "Reser ve d" 
or " Reserved fo r futur e u se", thus avoiding renumbering o f w h o le t itles. 



While indexing is not considered to be a part of recodification, but to 
be a separate, distinct, and continuing activity, a general index has been 
provided, in the belief that without one the usefulness of the "Code would be 
impaired. 

Ordinances on special subjects, which were heretofore called 11 codes 11 , _ 

such as the "Motor Vehicle Code 11
, and the "Criminal Code", have in the 

proposed compilation been termed laws, regulations, or ordinances, so that 
if the Code now submitted is adopted, - the only 

1
'. 1Code11 existent in Vi~nna will 

be -"The Code of Viennan. . !" 
I: 

Clauses declaring the provisions of ordi~ances to be separable or 
severable in relation to their validity or qonsti~utionality, which only declare 
the existence of a principle deemed to be inher~nt in a Code, have been omitted. 

Some resolutions appeared properly to be ordinances of a general and 
permanent nature; wherever that occurred they have been included in the proper 
title. 

Attention is particularly invited to Appendix 2, wherein are enumerated 
matters incorporated by reference. 

As to the date the proposed Code, if adopted, becomes 'effective, it is 
suggested that it would not do to have a Code of Vienna in full force and effect 
before copies thereof can be made available to the public. Therefore, it is 
recommended that provision be made for it to become effective at as early a 
date as will allow tirye for a complete copy to be placed in the hands of the 
Council, other Town officials, and the general public. 

I have endeavored throughout to correct errors, to eliminate duplications 
and redundancies, to reconcile conflicts and inconsistencies where it has been 
possible to do so without departure from the legislative intent, and to remove 
ambiguities and clarify obscure passages where the intent of the Council could 
be determined with sufficient certainty. Efforts have been ,made to improve 
the language of the ordinances where it seemed sufficiently important and where 
it could be done without alteration of the meaning. Again, except as indicated 
in the third paragraph of this report, I have been at great pains to avoid 
making any clfa.nge in substance. 

My primary purpose, of course, has been to supply the need for a 
complete, accurate and usable statement of the ordinances of Vienna. It has 
been kept in mind, however, that another purpose might also be served. It 
will be apparent that a good many of the ordinances n eed revision. The first 
step in revision is the complete and accurate statement of the 

1
1aw to be 

revised. If I have done my job adequately, this necessary first step has been 
accomplishe d. I hope the proposed Code will servg both the primary purpose, 
and as well provide. a good basis for partial revisions to be made from time to 
time. 

24 January 1961 

Respectfully submitted, 

MARY LOUISE CONDON 
Attorney at Law 

Attachments: Proposed Code, Attachment #A 
General statement, #B, and #B-1 
E xplanatory notes, #s C, D, E, F, G, H, I, I-1, I-2, J, K, L, 

M, M-1, N, N-1, and O. 



Appendix 5 

Table of Numbers Assigned Special Subj ects Previous to 
Adoption of this Code 

Chapter 1. General Provis ions. 

Chapter 2. Town Government, Officers, and Taxes. 

Chapter 3. Criminal Code . 

Chapter 4. Motor Vehicle Code. 

Chapter 5. Motor Vehicle License Taxes. 

Chapter 6. Plumbing. 

Chapter 7. Sanitation. 

Chapter 8. Weeds and Debris. 

Chapter 9. Rabies Control. 

Chapter 10. Subdivisions. 

Chapter 11. License Taxes . 

Chapter· 12. Zoning. 

Chapter 13. Fire Prevention. 

Chapter 14. Uniform System of Numbering Houses and Buildings. 

Chapter 15. Building Code. 

Chapter 16. Fireworks. 


